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TO WHOM IT WAS REFERRED TO CONSIDER OF THE 


SLAVE-TRADE, 1780. 


Witnefs Examined—Joun Barwes, Elq. 


Governor of Senegal from 1763 to 1766. Thirteen 1789. 
years in Africa, (p. 21). Negro government with 
which he was acquainted, in general, a kind of mixed? a 
monarchy. - 

There have been flaves in all Africa, as far back P. 6. 
as-he has heard of; they become fo by capture in 
war (not a great proportion, p. 8.), by conviction for 
theft, murder, adultery, witchcraft; alfo for debt. 

Has been told of many by gambling. Pclygamy 
univerfally allowed. Witchcraft frequently charged; 
the trial always full and fair, before the elders of 
the town. Underftood principals were put to death, 
reft of the family made flaves. Does not believe 
it poffible, that crimes fhould have been imputed, 
from the fairnefs and opennefs of the trial. Perfons 
convicted generally fold for the benefit of the party 

injured, re 
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“V~ up villages, to make flaves. 
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Never heard of princes going to war, or breaking 
Make war-there as in 
other countries. If prifoners cannot ranfom them- 
felves, muft be fold. 

Never knew of kidnapping by blacks; is con- 
fident it would not pafs unpunithed. 

People in the country poffefs flaves ; fome an in- 
credible number. Believes they have not any power 
over their lives, except prifoners of war in the a& 
of capture. 

Great numbers brought by flave-merchants from 
interiour parts. Much trade in flaves to North 
Barbary and Egypt. Neighbourhood of coafts and 
rivers extremely populous. War is very little de- 
itructive (as he always underftood from the natives, 
B18.) 

Senegal furnifhes from 1000 to 1400 flaves. 

Believes, but for flavery, the laws would be more 
fanguinary. 

Senegal, befides flaves, produces gum; Gambia a 
little bees-wax. Windward coaft a few dying woods ; 
all over the coaft a little ivory. Trade in thefe 
articles could not be increafed ; nothing elfe worth 
mentioning. ‘The country capable of producing all 
Weit Indian produéts; but the inhabitants too in- 
dolent to cultivate them. Does not believe it prac- 
ticable to obtain thofe products from thence. 

Not worth while to bring down ivory, but when 
carried by flaves. Very fine cotton grown for home 
ufe ; could never obtain any great quantity. 

Knows the coaft to the river Sherbro; no landing 
heavy goods, except within the rivers; believes no 
fafe landing between Sherbro and Benin; all open 
coaft for 300 or 400 leagues. Between Benin and 
Bonny, 40o0r 50 leagues; fome {mall rivers in which 
a landing may be made. 

The prince who can fell the flave, can certainly 
require labour of him. 

Increafing the number of cultivators of cotton 


would proportionably increafe the produce. . 
If 
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If European goods could not be had for flaves, 1789. 


3 


the princes would be induced to require labour of ~V™ 


their people; but is confident could not fo obtain 
goods ; becaufe cotton only would bear the carriage ; 

and vegetation liable to be deftroyed by locufts. AIP. 13. 
property infecure, from the imperfection of govern- 
ment. Chiefs averfe to attempt induftry: does notP. 14. 
believe the prince could fecure the produce of the 
lands diftant from the towns. 

The people have each their little diftrits for the 
year only; the property as fecure as it can be ina 
very loofe and imperfect government. 

Theft punifhed generally by fine, as far as the va- 
lue of the perfon of the thief, (fometimes 10 or 20 
flaves, p. 175 OF 30, p. 20.) 

The mines, he has heard, are confidered as depofitP. 15. 
of facred treafure, to be had recotrfe to only on par- 
ticular occafions: fpeaks particularly of Galam, and 
believes the fame of Bambarena. 

Between Senegal and Gambia, the women (even 
of the higheft fituations, p. ) amufe themfelves 
with fpinning cotton of their own growth. Profefled 
weavers (fometimes their own flaves, p. ) weave 
the cloth for hire. No other mechanicks but fmiths, P, 16. 
who make coarfe hammers, adzes, and gold ear-rings 
for the ladies. Houfes of reeds, or mud thatched. 
Nobility and free people ranked between the prince 
andthe labourer. No improvement in civilization 
during his 13 years refidence. Obftructions to it 
the fame as among the American favages. When in 
Africa, during the war of 1756, fewer fhips arrived, 
flaves were confequently cheaper. Underftood that 
thofe which remained on hand were fent to North 
Barbary and Egypt; no attempt was made to fetP, 17. 
them at work. ‘The flave-trade always. carried on 
openly between fhips and the natives. . 

In 1758 and 1761 (p. 27) very terrible mortality 
occurred in two King’s fhips (the London, bufs; 
the Union, hoy; and Goree, floop, p. 27) at Sene- 
gal, while he was there; infomuch that they were 
A 2 forced 
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forced to man them with hired negroes, of which 


uv~ there are great numbers at Senegal. (p. 20.) 


P18, 


a De 


P20. 


In merchant-men’ mortality greateft when u 
rivers; on open coait as healthy as other fhips be- 
tween the Tropics. 

Slaves in Africa pretty well treated; allowed to 
marry, but with their mafter’s confent; punifhed for 
flight offences with ftripes at difcretion; children 
well treated. For greater crimes generally fold as 
flaves, with confent of their fellow-fervants; fpeaks 
of the practice, not the right of the mafter; believes 
ita practice of prudence; for were he to treat his 
flaves arbitrarily or cruelly, he would lofe them by 
defertion. | 

Wars very irregular. Bufh-fighting. About 10 
leagues inland they ufe fire-arms, furnifhed by the 
Europeans and Moors; beyond that, bows; and 
every where the javelin. 

The people of North Barbary come and buy flaves, 
and carry them back a diftance of 10 degrees; a great 
part of that diftrict an uninhabited defart, taking 
provifions with them, even water. Houfe-flaves 
never fold but for crimes. Slaves near the coaft, who 
fee Europeans, do not conceive the transfer from 
African to European flavery to be a hardfhip; they 
know where they are going, and for what purpofe; 
the only hardfhip is the’ being feparated from their 
family. But flaves from interior parts are terrified 
at being put into the hands of people of different 
colour, not knowing for what purpofe.—Atked, if 
the being fold to the Europeans, be not confidered 
as a hardfhip; has the dread of it any effect in pre- 
venting crimes ?—Replied, only where they have a 
family; and the fhame of tranfportation, though 
they do not dread it, is ftill a punifhment. (p. 3o.) 
Does not think domeftic attachments are fo ftrong, 


_as where polygamy is not allowed, 


Were the flave-trade abolifhed by the Britith, the 
African princes might no doubt be fupplied with 
| European 
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European goods by other Europeans carrying on 1789. 
the trade. ve) 


Believes, that while it is poffible for thofe princes 
to get European goods for flaves, through any chan- 
nel, they would not be induced to acquire them by 
the improved induftry of their fubjeéts. 

His evidence, when he mentions Senegal, relates 
to that only. In his general evidence, his meaning 
goes as far as he has been, on the Windward coaft, 
as far as Sherbro. 


About half the flaves exported from Senegal,P, 2;; 


natives of the coaft; and half from the interior 
country. 

The making flaves in the lower country, fell 
more within his knowledge. He had the mode of 
making flaves in the interior country from hear-fay, 
from the moft refpectable travellers through thofe 
countries (generally priefts, p. 23.) who gave him 


no information about their government, materially P, 29, 


different from that of the fea coaft, with which he 
was acquainted. 

Has underftood, criminals, in interior countries, 
are tried by the elders openly. Does not undertake 
to fay, there are no unjuft convictions; but believes 
juftice is generally fairly adminiftered. The judge 
has no advantage in the iffue of trials. 

Conceives the interior countries, of which he 
fpeaks, to be the fame with thofe which furnith flaves 


to the reft of the coaft, as far as Benin, namely, Bam- P. 23. 


barena, &c. 

Has underftood, that many flaves from thofe coun- 
tries, are prifoners of war: they never told him of 
perfons being kidnapped. 

The caufes he has mentioned, as preventing the 
exportation of provifions, apply to the countries be- 
tween, and bordering on, Senegal and Gambia. A 
Tittle rice is raifed by the natives in thofe countries, 
but more toward Sherbro, Has always known rice 
purchafed by the fhips; though fometimes they fiad 
it dificult to get enough, 
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The little gold which is bought by the Europeans, 
is got in the mines; and, upon the Gold Coaft, he 
underftood it was collected by wafhing the fands in 
rivulet, The mines belongs to the diftricts, and are 
under the controul of the prince and the prieft. The 
gold is bought with European goods, but always ex- 
pended again on the coaft. 

During the war, the number of fhips to Africa 
was leflened; but the demand for African produce, 
gold, wax, ivory, and cam-wood, was always very 
great; in the pooreft ftate of the trade, infinitely 
creater than the fupply. 

The flaves are employed in inland commerce and 
agriculture. ; 

[Is confident prifoners of war, and convicts, would 
not be put to raife cotton, if they were not fold to 
the Europeans. Does not believe the abolition of 
the flave trade would make any difference in the 
people’s induitry. 

There are no public roads; many horfes between 
Senegal and Gambia, but they are never ufed for 
draft or burden. Land-carriage is totally imprac- 
ticable. 

Never heard of any rice fouthward of the Wind- 
ward Coatt. 

In Senegal and Gambia, the flaves of black maf- 
ters are very well fed (except in famines) with corn, 
fefh and fifh. They are not worked for any regular 
time, nor conftantly, and never under the whip. 

There is no landing-place between Sheibro and 
the Bite of Benin, fit for landing and fhipping goods, 
without great danger. A great deal of flave trade 
‘n that diftance. At the feveral factories there are 
landing-places, but very unfafe ones. He has heard 
the anchorage is fafe on all that coaft. Has never 


a 
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heard of fhips being loft by ftrefs of weather on the 


Gold Coaft; becaufe the wind is always along, or 
off fhore. For the fame reafon fhips can put to fea 
at pleafure, . 


Senegal 
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Senegal is now in the hands of the French, and 1789. 


we have no accefs to it. | es eed 
All he fays of the Gold Coaft, is from informa- 28. 
tion.. 


He has not feen an inftance of the Tetanus. 

For the reafons why fewer females than males are 
fent out of Africa, he refers to his evidence before 
the Privy Council. 

The punifhment for adultery attaches both on theP. 29. 
man and the woman. 

Men have wives in proportion to their quality andP. 30, 
opulence. The firft wife bearing a child, is confider- 
ed as the chief one. Believes the marriage ceremony 
| takes place with every wife. , 

Knows the Moors on the northern fhore of the 
Senegal do not crofs the river to catch the negroes. 
Afferts this, from his intimate knowledge of the 
country, and correfpondence with the chiefs, page 32. 

The African owner holds one defcription of flaves 
as merchandize; another, the domeftic, he cannot . 
fell but for crimes. 

The Africans are fond of European goods, only P. 31. 
as far as their neceffities require. : 

In the earlier period of the African trade, beads, 
&c. were much ufed, but it 1s now generally reduced 
to a demand for neceffaries. He is moft confident, 
the natives would rather go without thofe goods, - 
than raife produce to procure them. | 


Trials for witchcraft generally fecret. He does ye 

not know of any fair trial for it. ee eee 

| Does not believe it is the practice to afk thofe whoP, 32. pase 
_ offer flaves for fale, how they procured them. Sa 


Between Senegal and Gambia, the. inhabitants 
wear clothing, chiefly of their own manufacture, and ‘et soaw 
of cotton of theirown growth. He never knew them CE 
have more cotton than they want. With great pains me 

he never could get more than a few pounds. He 

might have obtained a few cloths at a very high 

price. Has known two cloths, 3 yards long, 14 | 

yard. wide, valued at two flaves. They are very fel- p, 33: 
| dom 
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dom an article of fale, hence their dearnefs. The na- 


CAR tives manufacture them for themfelves. Believes 


Pe. 


their high price arifes chiefly from the indolence of 
the people. The pooreft female flave may have two 
coarfe cloths, which may ferve her for a year. They 
never wear more than two at a time; one over the 
fhoulders, and one round the waift. The opulent 
will have changes; but does not think the confump- 
tion exceeds two for each yearly. Women of the 
higheft condition fpin, alfo their flaves. Profeffed 
weavers, fometimes their own flaves, weave it. Does 
not believe the flaves who, by their mafter’s com- 
mand, manufacture the cloths; would, if ordered, 
raife cotton. It is the labour of women and children, 
except the weaving. 
Has never known women do field-work ; fpeaks 
this of the country between Senegal and Gam- 
bia. | 
Very little wood got from that country. He 
once imported fome very bad ebony, and loft by it; 
alfo fome coarfe mahogany, dearer than it would 
have been here. Knows much ebony could not be 
ot. Believes more mahogany might; but not at 
a faleable price. He has not known wood import- 
ed from that part before he did it. Thinks 
he has heard, that the African company made 
an unfuccefsful attempt of this kind. The wood 
he imported was chiefly cut down by the fea- 
men, and fome of it by the flaves of a white trader. 
Does not believe thofe flaves would have obeyed 
their mafter, had he ordered them to cultivate cot- 
ton; becaufe the one is only a fervice of fhort dura- 
tion, to which they would have fubmitted, to oratify 
him. Were the cutting of wood conftant, they 
would not do that neither. | 
The native fmiths, free or flaves, make a clumfy 
hoe, axe and knife. There are iron ores in Galam ; 
the high lands of S. Leone, feemed entirely tron 
ore; but the natives know not its ufe. | 


HAS 
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Is not clear, but believes that the natives, both 1789. 
free and flaves, raile rice. The fame countries pro- wywny 
duce rice and cotton. The flaves obey their matters 
in raifing both, as far as is neceffary to the family. 

Rice (which grows by the water edge, p. 36.) is 
brought to the fhips in canoes. 


~Witnefs examined,—Ricuarp Mies, Efq. . ‘ 


Was eighteen years and a half in the company’sP. 37. 
fervice on the Gold Coait, from 1765 to 1784. For 
the firit ten years commanded at molt of tie tubor- 
dinate pofts. For the laft feven lived at Cape Coaft 
Caftle, and commanded the whole; was abfent about 
twenty-fix months of that time. 

Gold Coaft extends from Cape La Hou, to the 


River Volta, about 400 miles. Peters 
_ Has been at Senegal, Goree, Gambia, and Sierra ts ee 
Leone. | a 
Underftood the Gold Coaft language perfeatly. PP. 38. Bra se, 
His evidence confined to the waier-fide; knows etre im 
nothing of the interior country ; except once, when Pern 
he was twenty miles inland; does not believe he was ae 
BAS 


ever five miles from the coaft. 

The Gold Coaft generally petty ftates; knows but 
of one defpotic monarchy there at Apellonia, which 
may be eight or ten miles of cvaft, (p. 47.) 

Believes flavery has been practifed in thofe coun- 
tries for centuries. 

The Fantees on the water-fide provide near one- Pp, 398 
fourth of the flaves purchafed by us on the Gold . 
Coalt; the other three-fourths from inland (p. 41.) 
believes the whole from 7 to Sooo, 

b Slaves 


i fe) 


1739. 
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P. 40. 
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Slaves are fold by black brokers to Europeans. 

‘They are made flaves for theft, debt, adultery, and 
witchcraft. ‘They have as fair trials, according to 
the laws, as elfewhere. ‘Trials for witchcraft are ge- 
nerally in the night; but, from generally feeing all 
fatisfied, except the culprits, concludes: the trials 
fair, Cannot fay there are no exceptions; believes 
many; knows fome. Principals in witchcraft are 
facrificed; the reft generally fold. Commonly the 
whole family fuffer flavery; but here alfo are fome 
exceptions. 

The pynims, judges or elders, in the defpotic 
country, are more dependant on the king’s will, 
than on other parts of the coaft. 

Convicts fold for the benefit of the injured, Has 


known thoufands of debtors fold for the benefit of 7 


creditors. Does not think crimes imputed to make 
flaves; unlefs witchcraft comes under that defcrip- 
tion. Judges have a fee at initituting fuits; but 
believes they have no benefit from convictions, 

Thinks wars unfrequent ; but where they happen, 
prifoners may be fold. But he generally found that 
on fkirmifhes (for he admits not wars) between 
towns, the difference is made up by mediation, and 
the prifoners exchanged ; except that a man or fa- 
mily caufing a quarrel, 1s fold. 

Some have goid in confiderable quantities; but a 
man, fpeaking of his property, fpeaks of his flaves ; 
every thing elfe is fecondary. 

Does not know he ever heard the word kidnap- 
ping mentioned out of this country. It cannot be 
practifed to any extent, without certain detection ; 
for the natives have one general language, and the 
brokers have daily intercourfe with the fhipping. 
Hence a kidnapped flave on board would tell his 
cafe to the brokers, who, from intereft and regard 
to the laws, would find out the offender. 

Has no doubt human facrifices are generally prac- 
tifed ; has had occular proof of it; many thoulands 
are 
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are facrificed at great mens funerals; (to which fuch 1789. 
facrifices are chiefly confined, p. 63.) every one who “=~ 


knows the language, know this to be general. 
Knows of no acts of oppreffion, but by the king of 
Apollonia; nor of any committed by the Euro- 
peans, unlefs in one or two inftances; in which he 
believes the offenders have been punifhed in this 
country. | 
Skirmifhes, fo far from increafinge the number of 


flaves, the prifoners are generally exchanged. 


Thinks the Gold Coatt lefs favourable to culturep, As 


than any other part; except a fmall part between 
Accra and the river Volta. 


Very {mall quantities of gold and ivory, he con-P, 44, 


ceives, could be procured. A fhip of 105 tons 
would carry twice as much ivory as the Gold Coatt 
affords in a year (p. 60.) A very fmall boat would 
carry all the gold that could be got. 

When a broker has flaves, he generally endeavours 
to get ivory for them to bring down. 

No navigable river on the Gold Coaft, except the 
{mall one at Chama,-a Dutch fettlement; and he is 
doubtful, if even its mouth will admit veffels, What 
little he has feen of the country is an impenetrable 
wood. 

Moft of the landings at the forts are very dange- 
rous from the furf. He knows of no bay or har- 
bour capable of admitting a fhip of burden; fhips 
generally lie two or three miles from fhore; con- 
‘ceives this would be a great drawback on the value 
of produce fhipped. 

Should be forry to attempt to colonize that coun- 
try; the natives, and, {till more the climate, would 
oppole you. | 

Never knew the Gold Coaft produce erain or 
cotton for exportation, except Indian corn fold to 
the fhips: the quantity depends on that of the pro- 
vifions they carry from Europe. The corn to the 
windward is different. | 
B 2 Never 
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Never knew of dye-wood on the Gold Coaft; can- 
not fay there is none; but thinks if there had been 
any fome of it would have paffed through his hands. 
Wood grows there much like waintcot. 


While he was there, the Lutch, Danes, and 


P. 45. Portugueze, a few French, and a very confiderable 


a2), 


P.43., 


number of Americans, traded for flaves. Vhe French 
had then no fettlement there; underttands they now 
have, or are building one; but their trade there is 
now confiderable, not with the natives, but with our 
fhips. The Americans traded very confiderably on 
that coaft, on the firft going, and till the war. Un- 
derftands that they have taken it up again; and that 
feveral of their fhips are now there, chiefly from 
Bofton; but he doubts not they will foon have fhips 
from other ports. 

The Slave-Trade might certainly be attempted 
to be refumed, if it were given up for a few years; 
but he thinks it would be very impolitick to relin- 
quifh it. 

The climate is generally very fatal to Europeans; 
though he enjoyed his health. Believes thofe on 
fhore are more unhealthy than thofe on board hip. 

Believes land is generally fo plenty, that every one 
takes what he likes, and is not invaded till he reaps 
his crop. 

In moft towns, on the Gold Coaft, there is a 
Palaver-houfe, or Court of Juftice, where the judges 
or elders (few under the age of 60 or 70) hear the 
parties, openly, for theft and adultery. But he con- 
ceives the trial for witchcraft to be a fort of fecret 
religious bufinefs, which they conceal. Only a very 
few are fold for witchcraft. 

Not one in 100 of the flaves exported are natives 
of Apollonia, The late king took more pleafure in 
killing than felling his flaves; he was a great war- 
rior and monfter; he was many years at war with 
the Dutch, who attempted to take his country, 
which he ceded to us in 1765; believes many 
thoufands were loft on both fides. | 

He 
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He does not believe affection is very predominant 1489, 


in the brea{ts of the negroes; but rather otherwife; ew 
can give no particular reafon. He is fure they do i405 


not look upon exile as the greateft calamity; is 
certain that they do not expect to be facrificed inP. 49. 
the Weft-Indies. 

Thinks they would have the fame right to oppofe 
a fettlement on their land, as a Weft-India planter 
would on his. 

Never knew a fingle inftance of feizing their 
perfons. | 

All his live and dead ftock was bought from the 
natives, 7 
» Rice and millet do not grow on the Gold Coaft. 
Thinks the freemen on the water-fide may be to the 
flaves annually exported from the water-fide as too 
to one; (p. $1.) fuppofes the flaves exported from 
the water-fide are moftly domeftics. 

Often a convict’s family redeem him with a flave;P. ixey 
if not, he is fold. ‘That flave is from the inland 
country ; of whom moft people of confequence have 
fome. A towns-man on the coaft, to redeem his 
fon, &c. if he cannot get a flave any other way, 
will buy one from the Europeans, 

The women moftly cultivate the land, and do the 
houfe drudgery; the men are chiefly fifhermen, 
fome are huntimen; but faith is the great-article of 
trade. 

Hie knows not of any manufacture on the Gold 
Coaft. In moft villages there is an aukward fort of 
a blackimith, their only tradefman. In the towns 
the Europeans have fhops; the natives none. 

Believes a convict’s family are not fold, excepeP, sr, 
for witchcraft. | 

He confiders domeftic flaves as freemen, from 
having all their advantages; but it is difficult to 
alcertain who the domettic flaves in a family are, 

Gueffes there might be more than one, two, orP. 52. 
three villages, with 3 or 4000 inhabitants, within 
five miles of his refidence, 

The 
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The brokers generally fell the flaves from the 


w ~~ inland parts, who make j of the whole, as foon as 


PR. 53: 


Pee 


they can, to fave expenfe of feeding and: rifk of 
mortality. They do not employ them. The other 3 
are generally fold juft after they are made flaves, &c. 
He has known brokers keep flaves on hand, to raife 
the price. Convicts are generally confined till fold. 

He who receives a flave, in exchange for a con- 
viét, may ufe him as he pleafes ; he may fell him to 
the Europeans, or incorporate him among his do- 
meftics; fuppofes fuch are generally fold to the 
fhipping. 

For debt and adultery, it is common, and fome- 
times for theft, to exchange another flave for him 
condemned. Believes it is ftipulated, that an adul- 
terer, with the king’s, or a great man’s wife, fhall 
not live in the country. 

Conviéts for witchcraft are generally put to death, 
as victims, immediately after the fentence. ‘There 
is very little opportunity of knowing what paffes in 
thofe cafes: but he generally underftood, that they 
put one, or more to death, to appeafe the injured. 
‘The number fold or killed for witchcraft is very 
tridine. Trials for witchcraft being fecret, in the 
night, their fituation can be known only from the 
fellers, or the conviéts, who, not confidering it dif- 
graceful, make no fecret of what they were fold for. 

Ir is not the practice to afk the feller, or the flave, 
what was his crime; he fhould not have afked it, 
had he known the language. Thofe of inland flaves 
are different, and wholly unintelligible to Europeans. 

Having often miffed a man or woman out of a 
town, he has been told by the town’s people, they 
had been condemned for witchcraft. Witchcraft 
attaching to the whole family, none of that family 
remain to redeem the convict: but believes it is not 
unufual for fome of the younger children to be fpared. - 
Perfons fo condemned, are fold under exprefs agree- 
ment, that they fhall not be put on fhore again, 
Should the European redeem fuch, he would fuffer 
very” 
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very materially. 


1s 


Being confidered as dangerous, 1789. 


they are generally hurried out of the country the —w~ 
moment after conviction. He has not a doubt, that, P, S7~ 


in the ‘total abfence of fhipping,. they would all 
fuffer death. 
- Few of the 2000 flaves furnifhed by the coaft are 
prifoners of war. The Fantees, on the water-fide, 
were in peace almoft all his time. There was a 
ferious war between the Fantees and Afhantees, the 
two moit powerful nations we know of, fhortly after 
his arrival, for a year or more. It was an inland 
war, caufed, he believes, by the Athantees withing 
for part of the coaft; thinks he can confidently fay, 
it was not caufed or prolonged for making flaves; it 
feemed to put a {top to the fale of flaves. Believes, 
in the fkirmifhes near his refidence, the prifoners 
were redeemed in 19 cafes out of 20. 

Conceives that many are fold for theft, fewer for 
adultery, and the feweft for debt. | 

Three-fourths of the whole are not confined; 
being from inland, the black broker is not afraid of 
their deferting. The men of the other one-fourth 
have their writts faftened toa log 25 or 30lb. weight. 

The natives like European goods very well; but 
do not like to pay too dear for them, preferring their 
own gold, 


Has generally found fo little induftry in them,P. 9. 


that he thinks, they would not endeavour to raife 
produce, to procure European goods; but he does 
not affert this as fact. ‘Though the fhips buy all the 
corn for fale, yet many are obliged to make up what 
they want, at the neighbouring iflands, This de- 
mand is pretty certain; the natives know the number 
of European fettlers, and of thips expected. If they 
were difpofed to induftry, he knows of no market 
for the corn, and the few vegetables they raife. 


Near the water-fide it is very rocky; except fomeP. 60, 


Tpots. Where he was, (once 20 miles inland) the 
foil is fo rocky, that it could not produce much elfe 
than 
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than Indian corn. There is no inland water com- 
munication, no beafts of burden, (p. 61.) and the 
fhipping of bulky articles, except at one feafon of 
the vear, would be very dangerous and expenfive. 

Suppofes the inhabitants would not be fond of 
employing the native flaves and thofe for fale in 
agriculture. It would be as dangerous as fo em- 
ploying convicts in England (p. 6', 65, 68.) 

They have all their clothing from Europe; not 
a yard of cloth is made on the Gold coaft. To 
leeward of the river Volta, he underftands, they 
ufe indigo, (and bring it to great perfection, p. 
70) but not that he remembers on the Gol Coaft. 

Believes he faw 3 or 4 Arabian horfes while he 
was there. Ele imported horfes, but they did not 


live. 
For the laft 10 vears of his refidence, he faw al- 


moft every fhip fail, “(that had finifhed her bufinefs, 
p. 63.) When a fhip happened to fail at night, 
it was to take the benefit of an early land-wind 5 
but moft fhips fail from 5 to 11 A. MiiGpn64.) 6% 

He is confiderably concerned in the Slave- 1 rade: 
fhould have faid that at firft, had he not been con- 
vinced, that it would not influence his evidence. 

Ifa cloth 2 yards iquare is called clothing, they 
are all clothed. 

Families generally plant corn and a few vegetables, 
which, with fith (a great article of their trade) form 
the chief of their food. 3 

Mot freemen in the towns have 2,3, or more 
flaves, who cut fire-wood for the fhipping, by their 
order. Ifa flave of his difobeyed him, he fold him; 
and fuppofes a free native would do the fame. 

The factory flaves and their forefathers have been 
handed down from time to time ; and now are moit- 
ly born flaves. 

The Gold Coaft produces cotton, which might be 
cultivated; but it would be dificult to get the na- 
tives to do it, He planted the only pieces of cot= 
ton 
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ton he ever faw there, which might be the fize of the 1789. 
floor of this houfe. ‘The natives would not gather “~~ 
it, though offered ten times its value. Doubtleis they 
received for flaves the fame articles he offered. 

Does not fuppofe his having redeemed fome flaves 
from facrifice, had much effeét on the practice; it 
leffened the number in that inftance, 

Flas generally heard fuits for witchcraft haveP. 64. 
taken place on the fudden unaccountable death of 
the flave’s mafter or miftrefs. 

Cannot fuppofe couples are fo conftant there, as 
where aman has only one wife. If wives have money 
to pay the forfeit, they generally follow their inclina- 
tions. Men and women convicted of adultery, re- 
deem themfelves, or forfeit liberty. Says, from muchP, Go, 
experience, as many females as males could not be 
had. He has bought fome hundreds—fome thou- 
fands. | 

He never buried ro flaves, young and old. 

Cannot fay, whether the free natives are fubjec&t 
to Tetanus. 

They have no punifhment that he knows of, but 
death and flavery, (p. 69.) 

No doubt the large canoes which carry off flaves, 
might carry off produce. 

The land may be cultivated; but this removes 
not the general inconvenience of the rocks. DoesP. 66, 
not fuppofe roooth part of the land capable of pro- | 
ducing corn, yams, &c. is cultivated. Cotton will 
grow there, and does grow wild. Rice has often 
been unfuccefsfully tried; it is peculiar to another 
part of Africa. 

Believes flaves generally require matters at their 
heels ; and fo would free men. 

Admits his evidence before the Privy Council as 
Paar ( pF 1") Py 67 

It often happens that 1 flave in a lot of 8 or ro is 
refufed, for fome little defed, though otherwife 
ftrong. He has generally found fuch importunate 
to 
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| 

| 1789, to be bought, and endeavouring to fhow himfelf as 

| wy~ capable of labour as the reft. Generally nine- 

Ht | tenths of all he has bought feemed pleated at ex- 
changing Black for White matters. Believes their 

P. 68. joy arifes from removing from a fituation, where they 
think their lives in danger, from being fubfervient 
to their mafter’s will. Mafters put flaves to death 
in their rites; and probably in cafes unknown to 
Europeans. He cannot fpeak to the caufe fo well 
as to the fact. 

P.69. |The Europeans are, at all times, ready to buy 


flaves offered to them. 
An inland country, between Accra and the river 


Volta, makes a trifling number of cloths, which 
being brought to Accra, may have given rife to the 
idea that they are made there. | roe 

P. 79. Has been told by judges that the wild indigo, 
between Accra and the river Volta, is very inferiour 
to that of other parts. 

Mr. Baggs’s evidence is a mere burlefque of the 
cultivation of Africa. He admits that from Accra 
to the river Volta is level and more fertile than the 
reft of the Gold Coaft; the difference between that and 
other parts of Africa defcribed by him very ftriking ; 

P. 7s. but thinks Mr. Baggs paints it in too high colours. 

May have ftated that indigo grew wild about 
Accra; but remembers not to have faid, it was in 
ufe; nor has he feen in the book (viz. The Privy 
Council Report) that part of his evidence. If there 
ftated, as part of his evidence, he does not recollect 
having feen it. Certainly had an opportunity of re- 
vifing the minutes. 7 

Ds 072s Does not know that princes keep women to breed 
flaves for fale. 
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Flas been between 7 and § years commander of 1789. 
an African fhip (firft as mafter 1782, p. 77.)—not —w 
now—but likely to be again. About an equal time P. 73- 
furgeon of an African fhip. Is acquainted with the 
Windward Coaft, more particularly; the Grain 
-Coaft, and Angola. Five or fix voyages on the hess 
Windward Coatt, the laft for 33 months. PS eee 

Governments on the Grain Coaft are fall fo-P. 74, 7 bi 
cieties very loofely joined, where a few, for fafety, 
find it convenient to affemble for bufinefs. Each is 
the king and prieft of his houfe, and is refpegted ac- ce 
cording to his wealth. ‘Thefe judge of crimes, and a eA at 
are entitled to refpeét when aflembled (p. 85.) He ies 
knows of no law binding them to mutual defence. 
Hence depredations are general. Such is the loofe 
ceovernment there. 

The Grain Coaft extends from Sherbro to Cape ner 
Palmas. | are te. 

As far as he has feen, a very fmall way inland, | eee aie eyo 
it is very populous indeed. | HBB oes 

It is very low, and, in the rains, much of it over- | 


flowed. Apprehends it is unhealthy. Moc vteatd 
Slavery is univerfal (fee p. 76.) The flaves very CR Ny ae ot 

; Xs Sof cians Boks 

numerous fometimes. Bought by Europeans from the P, 7 be Ra 
native brokers between thofe who bring them from ; Ete 


inland and the fhips. He apprehends nine-tenths 
of the flaves come from inland, the other one-tenth 
from the {mall diftri€t on the beach. That one- 
tenth made flaves for adultery, witchcraft, theft, and 
fometimes debt, and prifoners of war. Believes do- 
mefticks are not fold but for crimes. 

Trials are fair and open, except thofe for witch- 
craft, which are fecret. Other crimes are generally 
t C29 punifhed 
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punifhed by flavery; but the principals, in witch- 


“~ craft, are generally ftrangled and then burnt. The 


P. 76. 


P. 78. 


P. 79. 


reft of the family are made flaves. 

The north of the river Sherbro produces cam- 
wood; the fouth, malaguetta pepper; the whole 
rice, and fome little ivory. 

Has made 3 voyages to Angola, and always lived 
on fhore. 

That part of Angola we trade to, governed by a 
king, under many fevere reftrictions. 

Slaves fent from Angola, like moft other places, 
generally come from inland; the reft from the king- 
dom on the beach. They become flaves for the 
fame crimes, as in other parts. Trials fair and 
open before the princes of the blood, fometimes. the 
king. The party aggrieved has the benefit of con- 
vies. It is the fame on the Grain Coaft. 

The part of Angola we trade to is very fmall, In 
a larger fenfe, it takes in Loango St. Paul’s, and ex- 
tends about 5 degrees. 

It produces red or barwood, and a little ivory : 
knows of nothing elfe. A very few fhips have been 
in the barwood trade: believes in nothing elle. 

In his firft voyage as mafter (of the Fairy of 
Liverpool, p. 103) in 1782, had 45 men, more 
than one-half landmen: feamen not then to be got. 
Out between 6 and 7 months. Loft none. Had 
450 negroes on board, of whom he loft 17 or 18. 
Tons 108, perhaps more. Voyage was to Angola 
and Tortola (where arrived June 1783, p. 103-) 
Second voyage in fame fhip to Angola and Dominica. 
Out about 14 months, more than 7 on the coaft, 
from the number of Frenchmen then there. Crew 
33 or or 34: remembers not going to fea, but that 
more than one-half (always one-half, p. 79.) were 
landmen. Loft 4 of fevers. Purchafed about 320 
negroes, and loft near 40, from the length of the 
purchafe, and the want of their natural food, which 
that country never affords for negroes exported. 
Third yoyage in the fame fhip, to C. Mount, on the 

a Grain 
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Grain Coaft, and Dominica. Had 34 men. Sent 1789. 
the fhip off, with 25 of the men he took out, after —v~ 


he had been 17 months on the coaft. He was in ail 
33 months: 3 were officers who ftaid with him, 3 were 


‘Joft in craft, and 3 died of fevers. Left the coait, 


as captain of a fhip (Lark of Liverpool, p. 104.) 
Jan. 1788. Had on board 290 negroes, and lott 1. 
(Arrived in W. Indies, Feb. 1788, p. 104.) 


Believes heavy articles cannot be fhipped or land-P. 80. 


ed, on the Windward Coait, from the heavy, con- 
ftant, and univerfal furf. Rice is brought gene- 
rally in very {mall bafkets, in canoes, and is very 
generally wet. He often could not get enough of 
ices 
Knows of no dye-wocds near C. Mount. River 
Sherbro produces much camwood, and no where 
elfe, that he knows, in the diftrié. Wax here un- 
known: the whole produces fome ivory, malaguetta 
pepper in one part, and rice over the whole. Thinks 
our market overitocked with camwood and_bar- 
wood. Apprehends it impoffible to extend the 
ivory trade in this place. 


On the Wood Coaft eaft of Sherbro there is noP. $I 


river where a boat of 4 or 5 feet water could go 12 
miles up. 

Never knew nor heard of kidnapping. 

Slaves on board are, moft afluredly, treated hu- 
manely. Rice is a principal article of their food on 
the Windward Coatt, alfo caffada, palm-oil, many 
glutinous herbs, pepper; on the coaft often fith. 
When rice enough cannot be got, fhips carry out 
beans and ftock-ffh; and from Africa, palm-oil, 
pepper, fheep, goats, fowls. The beans are gene- 
rally fplit, but. has feen them otherwife. Never 
knew flaves on board without plenty of food. It is 


almoft the fole employment of the officers to ferveP. 82. 


them. The natives of Angola live on caffada, fith, 
and a little Indian corn. Angola affording no food, 
fhips always carry out beans, and he always called 
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at the Wood Coaft for rice, when to be got (fee 
p. 93.) Never faw the negroes want water on the 
paffage. Ships from the Windward Coaft fometimes 
water at S. Leone; though all fhips employ the na- 
tives to bring water. ‘They conftantly take about 
one gallon per head per day, for two months, but 
generally 10 weeks, from the Windward Coatt. 
‘Lhe paffage being more certain from Angola, leis 
water is fuppofed fufficient. “ty 

The men are generally in irons (a right and left 
leg and arm, p. 85) the women never. (This is the 
cafe in moft fhips, p. 106.) Many take off the irons 
only when they reach the W. Indies. Others, of 
whom he was one, when they leave the coaft, (fee 
p. 109.) 

Generally fhips can only fail very early in the — 
morning when the land breeze blows. They may 
fail along the G. Coaft,; but cannot well get from 
it any other time. A fignal for failing always flying: 
3 or 4.weeks before. _A few mornings before failing, 
a gun is daily fired. The natives know thefe fignals. 
In good weather, the flaves are on deck all day, 
and the grown ones below at night. Many of the | 
younger ones run where they pleafe night and day. 
Never fuppofed one died from crowding. ‘Trade- 
wind, they go from under the gratings to keep 
from cold. | 

Every attention is paid to the fick. For his 6 
voyages as furgeon he vifited them 3 or 4 times in 
the night. All fhips are amply fupplied with me- 
dicines, fago, wine, &c. Cleanlinefs, fumigations, 
&c, and above all, frefh air fupplied. 

Never knew repellents ufed to make flaves up for 
fale.. (Never ufed them himfelf, nor heard of their 
being ufed, p. 120.) The whites’ health particularly 
attended to. The greateft mortality falls on land- 
men from being unfeafoned to the country. 

Saw no manufactures on Windward Coaft, but a 


’ few fleeping mats. Some chiefs wear clothes from. 
a country they cannot defcribe. In Angola they 


make | 
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make a {mall erafs-cloth, the medium of trade, alfo 1789. 
afew caps and pipes curioully formed. A fhip load ~~~ 


- would not fetch 5], in England. Apprehends few 


of them could be procured. 
Has often heard that a very few flaves from in- 
land are prifoners of war. On the coaft war alwaysP. 85. 


_deftroys the flave-trade. Never heard they were 
_made or prolonged for making flaves. 


The firft voyage one man left him in the Weft 
Indies. The fecond voyage alfo one, and four died. 

In moft fhips you may ftand upright under the 
gratings, in others all over the fhip. In very {mall 
fhips often not above four feet. His fhip 5 feet 10 
inches, under the gratings 6 feet ro inches, with 
platforms all round -nearly in the middle between theP, 86. 


_ decks, about 2 feet 11 inches from each, quite full 
| of flaves. 


Slaves who fpeak the fame language are chained 


| together. Recollects not an inftance to the contra- 
ry. (fee p. 106.) 


Never faw it neceffary to force the flaves to dance. 
Thinks, but for the negroes, no ivory would comeP, 87. 


_ down, and that all we receive, and for which we give 


every encouragement, would not pay carriage, inde- 
pendent of the negroes. 

The natives, no doubt, wifh for our goods. Near 
the beach, making no cloth, they are always clothed 


_ from Europe. Guns, powder, fpirits, and tobacco, 


from habit, may be reckoned neceffaries. 

Ivory is their only article that could be ufeful to 
us. Some mats and cloths have been imported, but 
never fetched a price. Believes more of them might 
be produced, but not ivory. Apprehends rice could 


| not be greatly cultivated; for the quick vegetation 


makes the labour of clearing land alinoft incredible. 


No doubt fome of the foil might be applied to many p, gg, 


articles of produce. Much is now uncultivated. 
Moft generally the flaves in his thip had room to 


jie on their backs —fometimes not. In moft of latt 


war, all the French, and many Englith, quitted the 
| trade. 
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trade. Thofe that went found plenty of flaves, and 
cheap, (believes fomething under tol. each, p. 104) 
hence fome crowded fhips. In his laft voyage, (in 
the Tartar, p. 103.) as furgeon, to Angola, in 1781 
and early in 1782, the flaves wanted room. Of his 
602 negroes, few, except upon deck, had the breadth 
of their backs, and he loft only nine to Jamaica. 
Believes the tonnage from 130 to 150 tons, (old 
regifter, p. 92.) but not pofitive.—In his next voy- 
age, as mafter, they were pretty much in the fame 
fituation. The veffel, 106 or 108 tons by regifter, 
the flaves 450, the lofs 17 or 18.—45 whites, p. 89. 
In his laft voyage, the fhip might be about 120 tons, 
(old regifter, p. 92.) Seamen flept upon {pars be- 
tween fore and main-maft, as in all Guinea-men. 
From 50 to 60 flaves perhaps flept on deck, and 40 
to 45 in the cabin, the reft below; but does not pre- 
cifely remember. The cabin, (which would have 
held 25 to 30, and with platforms fuppofes 15 more, 
at leaft, p. g1.) taken up by a fick white trader, fo 
that perhaps all the flaves had not the breadth of 
their backs. (70 boys and 20 men flept on deck. 


None at all in irons, p. 92.) Had 290 flaves, and 


loft but one. In fix other voyages, as far as he re- 
members, they might have lain on their backs, had 
they chofe.—In the fhip of 108 tons, with 450 flaves, 
the breadth might be 22 or 23 feet.— Provifions 
abaft in rooms for the purpofe. Water in hold; and 
for 10 days on deck — carried feveral puncheons to 
the Welt-Indies. Water took up little of the deck, 
and the negroes, not one of whom was in irons, had 
room enough for amufement. The two boats flung 
on the quarters. Two main hatchways, about five 
feet fquare, but not pofitive. A fmall one forwards 
into the fuel-room. Two {mall ones abaft, into the 
provifion-room. j 

Guinea feamen fubject to fevers, feldom to dyfen- 
teries. Recollects no other general difeate. 


Negroes, in Africa, daily rub themfelves with 


palm-oil, 


os 
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alm-oil, when to be got. This is alfo done in the 1789. 
Middle Paffage, from cleanlinefs. ~~ 
His greateft mortality was from Angola, where theP. 93. 
natives live on caffada foured, which refifts the 
{curvy, of which 9 of 10 that he loft, died.—Of his 
600 flaves from Angola, he loft but 9, from quick 
purchafe. From 50 to 200 were then offered for 
fale in a day. 

The trade is made on fhore, and they are feldomP. 94. 
heard of till they come into the factory. He made 
the trade on fhore for two voyages. When they 
were fo plenty, 1782, thinks they coft about one- 
third of the price he afterwards paid. 

Guinea fhips obliged to take more men than areP. 95. 
neceflary for navigation, Cannot fee that their all 
remaining on board after arrival in the Weft Indies 
would hurt owners. Never knew matters of Guinea- 
men perfuade or oblige feamen to defert in the Weit 
Indies.. In three voyages he left only three men 
there. In his paffage to Africa, he never reftricted — 
the men in provifions. On the coaft was obliged to 
put them to allowance, to prevent embezzlement 
with the natives—generally 11b. beef and 11b. bread 
daily. Never knew them flinted in water. Flour, 
peafe, and oatmeal generally half a pint daily, or \ 
more, with fome butter. Different matters, he be- | 
lieves, give different articles on different days; with 
him generally flour twice a week, peafe as long as | 
good, oatmeal, if found, for breakfaft, and butter | 
occafionally. He had always water abroach for theP, 96, 
feamen. The continuance of this allowance through 
the Middle Paffage, will depend on the length of 
purchafe. Thinks a fhip, with two flaves to a ton, 
and the ufual crew, can take enough of provifions to 
keep up this allowance for the voyage. 

Thinks no feamen were ever better treated than 
his. Wifhes not to go on hearfay. Never fold 
fpirits to his crew; but has feen it done in one or 
two fhips. His had a dram every morning. TheyP. 97. 


receive half their wages in the Weft Indies. Knows 
| of 


P, 100, 
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of no deductions but one fhilling per-month for the 
hofpitals, and for a few flops they may have had, 
(fee p. 100.) There is an invoice-price; but the 
fale-price fixed by the captain, who has no interetft 
in it, (fee p. 100.) Hlalf-wages paid in the Weft 
Indies, to enable men to lay in things to prefent their 
friends with on their return. Has known officers in 
their agreement prohibited from trading in Africa; 
but no reftriction on the difpofal of men’s wages in 
the Weft Indies. In feamens articles there is one, 
that if an officer or man enters himfelf for a fituation 
he cannot fill, the mafter and two officers, named by 
him, at fea, fhall make a reafonable deduction from 
his wages, which goes to the owner, one feaman be- 
ing ftipulated to be prefent.—The captain has a dif- 
cretionary power to remove any officer of whofe 
conduct he is not fatisfied. It is very generally ex- 
preffed in the articles, that if feamen enter on board 
a king’s fhip they fhall be paid all their wages in the 
currency of the country in which they are paid, but 
fuch agreements in the flave-trade between matter and 
feaman having been fo often fet afide by lawyers and 
men of war’s officers, a man would be a fool to pro- 
fecute him who had nothing to lofe. Means that the 
articles would not warrant withholding any of the 
feaman’s pay, however he might have behaved. 
Confiders thofe articles of very little ufe indeed, 
though he never went without them, It is very 
generally agreed, that half of their wages fhall be 
paid in currency. On that account we generally 
give (1os. per month, p. 105.) one-fourth more 
monthly-money than in any other trade. Thinks 
this rather given as an equivalent for half-wages 
currency, than for greater danger of the voyage, (p. 
106.) Is very certain they do not confider their 40s. 

er month as fterling. It 1s feldom neceffary to ex- 
plain the difference between currency and fterling, | 
for any of the men can do it, as no Liverpooi fhip 
carries all new men. Believes Antigua currency 175, 
at Jamaica and Barbadoes always 140, ‘hus the 
wages 
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wages paid in the Weft Indies, which is never half, 1789. 
may flu€tuate from 40 to 75. ‘To fuch as enter in “~~ 
king’s fhips, they are often obliged to pay the whole P. 192 
in fterling, in defiance of the articles, and by the rule 
of force, by which one delivers his purfe to a high- 
wayman, and which has been exerted in unbending 
the fails and difabling the veffel from failing. This 
was done in Kendal’s fhip, as he often told him, (p. 
107.) Wages paid to reprefentatives of dead fea-P, 103. 
men, in currency and fterling, as if they had lived. 
Of his 450 flaves, fix only were put in the fecondP. 104. 
clafs, upon fale, and they were fold in an hour—no 
refufe flaves. | 
The flaves appeared very indifferent as to their fate. 
Never knew an inftance of locked jaw on the coaft. 
Carried nearly two men flaves to one woman, both 
at the fame price. From the number of great men’sP. 105. 
wives, thinks it impoffible to procure as many wo- 
men as men. . 
Half a pint or more of water ferved to each flaveP, 106. 
morning and evening; in very hot weather, the fame 
at noon. ‘The flaves mefs in claffes of 10, fo that 
none can be overlooked. The fick conftantly have 
gruel or rice-water. 
The captains, mates, and furgeon’s profits, all but 
a trifle, depend on preferving the flaves health. 
A feaman in the navy has lefs room above his 
head than an African negro. He makes no accountP. 10%, 
of the diftance of the hammock from the floor, but 
only of the fpace above their heads. . | 
In every cargo there is a few from near the beach 
who generally {peak Englifh. Moft of them know 
the language of their neighbours, and thofe of others 
till farther back, and thus furgeons come at the 
complaints of the negroes, by three or more inter- 
preters. , 
The leg-iron is nearly a femicircle, each end hav- 
ing an eye to receive a bolt which goes through the 
eyes of the rings on the negroes’ legs. The bolt is 
Die : fix 
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1789. fix or eight inches long. The wrift-irons the fame, 
“v~ but more flender. 
P.108. All the negroes are upon deck from eight to five 
daily. It muft be very bad weather when they are 
not brought on deck. 
Has no doubt but the negroes lie in the night in 
tolerable comfort. | 
By every fymptom, he always underftood their 
complaints proceeded from the body. Never heard 
otherwife from the interpreters. 4 
The captain and officers, as well as the meanelt 
landman, receive half their wages in currency. 
P.109. The flaves, in his fhip, had no additional chain or 
irons, by night or day, from their failing from the 
coaft, in his three voyages as mafter. The fafety 
of the fhip and crew depended on his and his peo- 
ple’s good behaviour to the flaves. i 
Never knew any expedients practifed to fupprefs i 
the appearance of difeafes previous to the fale of 4 
them. MY 
He never was confulted by the owners as to the i" 
number, but often as to the accommodation, of the ; 
flaves to be taken on board that is, whether they ‘ 
had room to lie, whether their food was well drefied, ‘ 
whether their little wants were well fupplied, and 
whether their food was duly ferved, and in fufficient 
quantity. 


Witnefs examined—Capt. Witt1am Macintosu, 


Commander of a Ship in the Eaft-India Company’s 
Services) 

P.112. Was, from early in 1760, to July 1762, as mid- 
fhipman and captain’s clerk of a king’s veffel, at Se- 
negal, to defend the river’s mouth. She was {fta- 

P. 113. tioned there in the fickly feafon, and in the healthier 

fhe was generally 20 miles higher,.off the fort. The 

crew was originally 57 men. Were often fupplied, 
with a few men at a time, by men of war, and bu- 
ried 


buyer, 
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sb 


ried many more than their original complement. 1789: 


Thinks only two, befides himfelf, came off the coaft. Ae 


The veffel was at laft funk in the river, for want of 
men to bring her off, it not being thought an object 
to fend men to do it. | 

Went again to Senegal in 1774, as mafter of a 
Weft-Indiaman. Took no flaves on board, as he 
went merely for information. 

Went again in 1775, and again in 1476, in the 
fame capacity. Bought above 200 flaves each voy- 


age. Did not ftay on the coaft above two or threeP. 114. 


weeks each time. Sold at Grenada. (the fame vef- 
fel each time, about 250 tons, p- 118.) In both voy- 
ages, both on the coaft, and on the paflage, his 
flaves and crew were in perfeé& health, till the fale, 
which was foon; loft none. 

Wenht again 1778, with government ftores to the 
Gold Coaft. Staid on the coaft five months. Bought 
7° flaves at Senegal. Stopped at Gambia and 
S. Leone, and finifhed his purchafe on the Gold 
Coaft, after landing his ftores, cargo when compleat- 


ed under 400 flaves. Crew 48, very healthy. SlavesP. ry 


generally fo; five or fix died. Sold at Grenada. 
(Ship the Symond, about 300 tons, p. 118.) 

‘When in the king’s floop, he often went into the 
country feveral days at a time, and once walked from 
Senegal to Goree, and back, (ferried acrofs to Goree, 
p. 118.) Always heard that on the coatt of Senegal 
particularly, flaves were made for crimes; but moft 
of them come down the river from inland. 


procure flaves. Certainly never heard of their be- 
ing kidnapped by the natives. Has heard of their 
being kidnapped by Europeans; but no man ever 
told him he faw it. Neverknewit happen. 

In 1778, he was there a fingle thip, when the war 
had ftopped the flave trade, and he wifhed to reduce 
the price. He reafoned with them about the folly 
of keeping it up, when there was likely to be no 
Afked a chief what he would do with his 
flaves 


Se 


Never P. 116. 
heard of villages in that country being pillaged to 
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1789. flaves then? obferving that he muft let them go 
wy—~ again, (meaning prifoners of war.) The chief re- 
P. 116.plied, «* What them go again, to come to kill me 


again.” In fhort, he gave me, to underftand, that 
they would put them to death. 


P. 117. Ships, from that coaft, always fail in the day, ge- 


nerally in the morning. Signals, perfectly under- 
ftood by the natives, are made feveral days before 
failing. 

In 1778, found at S. Leone, that the Minerva fri-_ 
gate, inftead of going to the Gold Coaft, had gone 
to the Weft-Indies with above 80 fick. 

Has not underftood there is any particular morta- 
lity, in flave fhips or others on the coaft, but only up 
rivers. He never was up any but Senegal. 

Senegal produces cotton and corn chiefly. Be- 
lieves neither is exported. 

Has had no connexion with the African trade 
thefe ten years, nor likely ever to have any. 

Attributes this healthinefs to the fhortnefs of the 
time on the coaft, not to the fmall number of ne- 


P. 119. groes on board. He did not carry flaves as 4 com- 


mon guineaman, had much room ; but few in irons, 
and had plenty of provifions and water. Thinks a 
gallon of water a day for a white man, and three 
quarts for a negro, a great allowance. Includes 
dreffing of food. Never ftinted them. 

Made no agreement with feamen to pay them one- 
half wages in currency. Paid them the whole in 
London. Sold the feamen very little fpirits or to- 
bacco, fpirits particularly. Recollects not the price ; 
but always treated the men very liberally. 

Numbers of Guinea failors come home from the 
Wet Indies, by the run, for which they get more 
than double the wages they would have received in 
the flave fhips; this a ftrong inducement to defert 
the African fhips. 

Does not believe the Moors ever crofs the Niger 
to take the women out of the villages, while the 
men are at work. 


Does 
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Does not think the natura] affections of t] 


ropeans, 


Many of the 70 flaves he took from Senegal, ‘and 
who came from Gallam, knew the language of thofe 
he got on the Gold Coatt. Hence he infers, there is 
an uninterrupted traffick through all the tra@ from 
the Gold Coaft to the head of the Senegal, 


eo) 
His thip was not fo conveniently fitted up as the 


Lwerpool flave fhips then were, 
Thinks the flaves in the 
tented. 


Free Africans feldom come on board flave thips 
to vifit flaves, 


Welt-Indies appear con- 


| Thinks the men coft about £16 or £18 the women 
about £4 iefs. Did not with for an equal number 
of females; becaufe he thought the men would turn 
to better account. Certainly an equal number of 
females might have been procured, when he was 
there. 
| Able feamen in the Weft-India trade have from 
235. 10 305. per month, according to the time of tl 
year in which the fhips are fitted out. 
rally brought home two-thirds 
There are few voyages (to any place, p. 123.) in 
which feamen do not run away. Of the feamen ta- 
ken out in the Wett-Indiamen, f 


ome die, fome go 
to America, and fome to the French iflands, 


Had he taken $00, inftead of 200, flaves, he be- 
lieves they might have been equally healthy, had he 
ee no longer on the coatt. 
0 


1€ 
He gene- 
of his men at leaft. 


alt, as on the paf- 
three or four miles 


tom fhore, as healthy as the Middle Paffage. 
| More 


Does not think wars are ftirred up to get brandy, 
| _ Slaves come from very great diftances inland, 


Thinks not quite half his 4.00 flaves were females. P. 
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ne Ne- 1789. 
groes by any means fo ftrong, as thofe of the Eu- 
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1789. More die after the fhip is full flaved, and is gone 
Un off the coaft, unlefs fhe is long on the coaft. When 

P. 124. there isa greater proportion of mortality on the paf- 

face than the coaft, it probably arifes from crowding 
or ill fitted fhip, unlefs difeafe gets among them, 
which all great numbers of people confined in a 
veffel are liable to. 

Believes, were the trade abolifhed, it would be 
impoffible to prevent our planters from fupplying 
themfelves from the neutral or French iflands. 
Thinks foreigners would immediately take up the 
flave trade. 

The flaves are fold in the Wett-Indies, in lots of 
eight or ten. The whole cargo is divided into pretty 
equal lots. When he faid flaves coft £16 or £18 on 
the coaft, he meant prime flaves. The average price 
of men, women and children was then about {12 or 

P.125. £13. They were then particularly low. The ave- 

rage in the Weft-Indies was then from £28 to £40. 

Slave fhips feldom bring home any Welt-India 

roduce, becaufe there are always plenty of fhips in 

P.125. that trade. When there are not, they fometimes 
fhip produce on board flave veffels, not elfe. | 

Thinks it would anfwer, as a mercantile concern, | 
to fend Weft-Indiamen to take in flaves on the | 
coat, if ready for them ; but it would require only i 
a {mall proportion of the Weft-Indiamen, to carry © 

the flaves from Africa; and it would be impoffible © 
to get flaves quick enough to difpatch the fhips. i 
As far as S. Leone, the delay would not be very i 
great; but if they went below that, it would be a7 


lofing concern. : | 
P.126. Has heard that a houfe in this town, have agents on { 


the coaft, to difpatch their veflels quicker. Does} 
not believe they have a fhip {tationed there for the 
purpofe, but they order one to ftay there fora time, | 
and, when there is no longer occafion for her, they 
goes off with flaves. a 
Thinks his being able to get as many females as} 
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males, was owing, his being the only thip then on 1789. 


the coatt. 
Never heard of fending boats to feduce boys and 
other people; in order to make flaves of them, 


OX 


Witnefs examined,—Jerome Barwarp Weuves, Efq. 


Was fourteen years in Africa, chiefly as Governor P. 128 


of moft of the Britith forts on the Gold Coatt. «Left 
it more than five years ago. Underttood the lan- 
guage as well as mott Europeans. 


That country is divided into petty ftates, AP. 


Anamaboe there is a King. At other parts, Pynims 
and Elders, and Cabifhers above thein. 
From Succundee to Accra is the Fantee country. 
Slaves are the greateft part of their wealth; (fee p. 


ee ipa 


1294 


147.) There are born flaves and purcha‘ed flaves, P. 130. 


A born flave cannot be fold but foracrime. | hey are 
tried by judges of their own clan, (i.e. flaves belong- 
ing to, and inherited by, one man, Pp. 140.) the punifh- 
ment generally flavery. They are made {laves for theft, 
adultery, and witchcraft, and from gaming themfelves 
away. For thefe crimes freemen are alfo made flaves. 

Criminals fold for the benefit of the injured. 
men are tried by the Pynims, who wear a peculiar 
ftraw hat, and who meet in the market-place, if there 
is no palaver-houfe (an open court of jultice) and 
try them openly. Believes the Judges, either of a free 
or flave criminal, receive no reward. 

Gamelters become flaves, by throwing dice. There 
is no trial, They furrender themfelves. But gaming 
is not frequent on the Gold Coaft. | 

Believes there is a trial for witchcraft, but never 
faw one (p. 140.) He once bought a tamily of nine 
‘(neither of the fuperior nor interior clafs (p. 148) 
One of whom only had been accufed of witchcratt. 


The whole town came to fee them fairly off theP, _ 


beach. Hence he infers they had a fair trial, Witch- 
i craft 


Free- P, 131. 
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1789. craft certainly ‘nvolves the whole family (who are 
tev always extirpated without regard to perfons p. 149). 
Fancies from 6009 to 8000, perhaps more flaves 
are yearly exported from the Gold Coaft. Dares fay 
above two-thirds by the Englifh, the reft by the 
Ba Dutch and Danes. 
igi There was no war while he was there. Is certain 
at the natives of the Gold Coaft fold in that time were 
at not prifoners of war but merely criminals. 
Ls Knows nothing of kidnapping, is fure it would 
Pi be impracticable. Canoe-men being natives it would 
iim be impoffible to get off kidnapped flaves, without 
P. 133.being known. No captain would riik his trade by 
taking off any perfon unlawfully. : 
a Ships before they can trade muft pay cuftoms. — 
oat The King fends town-elders on board to receive his 
it cuftoms and their own. Then three, five, or feven 
nt guns are fired, and the enfign hoifted, to fhow that 
the fhip may trade. Scarce a day pafles afterwards, 
but black brokers come and fleep on board, at plea- 
fure, to fee the trade properly carried on. Hence a 
perfon wrongfully feized would certainly be able to 
convey his complaints on fhore. He hardly knows a 
trade more fairly carried on. The black broker or 
flave’s owner has the choice of the goods. If they 
fuit him he fells the flave, if not he takes him away. 
Never heard of breaking up villages to make flaves. 
| | Nothing of the kind exifted in the fourteen years he 
A ah P. 134. was there. Has heard the natives fay, there was a 
Mh want of flaves during inland wars. 
mi A great many, perhaps one-half or two-thirds of 
if the flaves fent from the Gold Coaft, come from far 
) ah | inland (p. 154). The black brokers told him they 
|| eo three, four, or five days journey to a market in- 
land, to which flaves are brought, by more inland 
brokers, and fo from many more inland brokers. He 
judges fuch flaves to be of various tribes (from their 
different mode of marking their bodies, fome filing 
their teeth, above all their different languages, p- 


| 13°). Has had 20, 30, Or 40 who did not know 
3 | cach 
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tach other’s lancuage. Thinks they are bred inland 
for flaves, becaufe fome of them do not feem fuffi- 
ciently robuft and fpirited for wariors. Slaves are 
not bred for fale, on the Gold Coaft, but fold for 
crimes. 

Human facrifices prevail on the Gold Coaft, and 
he believes, have prevailed from time immemorial. 
Slaves, he believes, born fo or purchafed, are facri- 
ficed on the death of fome great man. They think 
the manes of the dead will be uncomfortable unlefs 
perfons are fent to wait upon him. Believes refuted 
flaves are generally facrificed, But recoilects no in- 
ftance of it. 

The Gold Coaft people wear no clothes, but a 
yard or two of cloth round the wailt, 

Thinks our abolition of the trade would not abol th 
it there. It would change its courfe, and che flaves 
be difperfed from weft to eaft and bought by the 
Moors, Arabs, &c. But this only opinion, The 
other Europeans engaged in the trade would fhare 
the number we did not take off. There would not 
be one flave the lefs on the Gold Coaft, nor one more 
or lefs conviéted of crimes on the Gold Coaft (if the 
trade was abolifhed by all the Europeans, p. 141). 

There are no manufactures on the Gold Coat 
They get their clothing from the Europeans, by the 
flave-trade. ‘That coaft produces no articles for 
commerce but flaves. 

The Gold Coaft extends from Cape La Hou to the 
River Volta, about 400 miles. 

It produces a little Gold and Ivory. Little Gold 
got on that coaft. Believes the little Gold and Ivory 
there is brought from inland. Ivory generally 
brought on flaves fhoulders. It helps to pay charges 
of journey. That coaft produces Grain and Cotton, 


but not forexportation. Supplies the fhips food for P, 138. 


the flaves. Cotton not cultivated. Has heard that 
the Dutch attempted to cultivate it; they took great 
pains, but it came to nothing (p. Keer at A xiinyy. 
The natives would not take to the cultivation, Sup- 
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1580. pofes the Dutch now hardly raife enough for wicks 
tev tor the lamps of their fettlements. (They had many 
| of their own flaves on.the cotton plantation. Very 
ain little lave trade near it, p. 147). 
ah Never fiw any dye-wood there. Knows of no 

other woods there, except common wood for gun- 
carriages and other carpenters ufe. From the little 
| induitry of the natives, even for their own main- 
ei tenance, he apprehends they would not raife produce 
lai | for exportation. Believes that, though land is very 
| plenty, they would not permit the Europeans to fet- 
tle there. ‘They are obliged to pay rent for their fet- 
tlements. Apprehends they would not fell the land. 

W hile he was in Africa, many Americans reforted 
there, and he believes, they do now. (They traded 
brifkly till the war, p. 139). | 

Could the natives be brought to raife produce, it 
ii P. 139.muft be conveyed to the coaft on their heads. The 
nt beft landings there are indifferent (p. 151) but from 
i May to Auguft the furf makes it dangerous for the 
Mt natives to go to the fhips and return. ‘Thinks it im- 
| pofible to thip a hogfhead of fugar, in thofe months, 
Hk when the fhips lie about four miles off, in fine wea- 
| ther, about three miles. 
~ Recolle&s not feeing a fhip fail in the night. 
eG ; They generally fail, in the morning, with the land- 
— hin wind. They always make fignals, fometimes a month 
BG before failing, which, he underftood was done to 

l make the natives fettle their accounts. ‘The fignal is 

i 


fll P. 140.morning. 
ie | For the fimalleft Theft the offender is fold for the 
benefit of the injured. Does not recollect faying, but 
might have faid, before the Privy Council, that con- 
viéts for witchcraft were fold for the benefit of a town 
at large, but chiefly for that of the principal people : 
if he did fay fo, he alluded to nine perfons, part of 
the family of a man condemned. for witchcraft, and 
who were fold at the requeft of the whole town, who 
received their value, and he fuppofes, divided Hog. 
é as 


a oun, loofe fore-top-fail and enfign hoifted every . 


-flaves or convidts. 
doubtedly criminals. 


dancing chearfully. 


thinking they were about to attend their deceafed 
‘matter. 
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- Has heard that fome refufed flaves have been fold 1789, 
to be facrificed. Believes they are religious facrifices. ~~ 
Sometimes a great man’s favourite girl or boy is fa-P. 141. 
crificed to attend him in the next world. They think 
this a duty (p. 152). Doubts not, but if refufed 
flaves- were not bought for this ufe, thole of the de- 
cealed would fupply their place, 

Believes the Dutch or Danes often buy flaves of 
inferior quality. | 
_ AAs flaves are not bred on the Gold Coaft for tale, Pl: rae 
he thinks the number from inland mutt far exceed 


any thing of the kind on the Gold Coat. Ags there 


were no wars in Africa while he was there, he pre- 
fumes the flaves brought down mutt have been bred 
Mott flaves of the coat are un- 


The natives of the Gold Coat are vindiGive andP. 143: 
thievifh in general. 


Convicts are generally allowed to be redeemed, 


if they have friends to do it. 


Has feen, at a diftance, intended victims dreffed andP. 144. 
Has no doubt but this arofe from 


The Gold Coaft not fertile, being very rocky. 
Indian corn is the chief produce. Has feen the :na- 
tives raife a few fugar-canes, by juft throwing them 
into the earth. Cotton alto grows there. Has feen 
fomething called Indigo; but is no judge. Never 


faw any dying-wood, but what came from other parts 
of Africa. 


P. 145, 
The Gold coaft is very populous, There are a 


good many confiderable towns there, which are fup- 
plied with provifions from a good way inland, by 
people who bring corn on their heads, or from other 
parts of the coaft by water. Canoes are fometimes 
obliged to go thirty or forty miles along fhore, to 
fetch corn and yams; for though the land behind 
the towns is cultivated he {uppoies to fome diftance, 
it was not already productive to maintain the peo-P, 146, 
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1789. ple. When he has been obliged to buy provifions 

wap from them, they brought corn to him, five, fix, or 
feyen miles, on their heads. | 

They have no idea of cultivation. After cutting 


the brufh-wood, they 
the corn on the afhes, 


let it dry, burn it, and throw 
without digging the ground. 


This is done by the family where there is no flaves. 


If a man has flaves, 
P. 147. frequent. He has kn 
, The natives do no 


they help him. Famines are 
own corn very fcarce indeed. 
t work in the fhips, but when 


ficknefs renders it neceflary. They are often em- 
ployed in the boats, to fave the feamen. 

Where the Dutch attempted to raife cotton, there 
is very little trade in flaves, but chiefly in gold and 


ivory, which laft is 


brought down on the flaves 


fhoulders, or by the people brought down to carry 


back the goods bough 


t with the gold. 


The natural indolence of the natives is a total bar 
to all induftry whatever. 

Elas heard the natives fay the Gold Mines are a 
great way inland. Believes the teeth brought from 


a good way inland. 


There are few iron tools but what are imported 
from Europe. A kind of noe ts made from the bar- 
iron imported from Europe, and with which they 
cultivate yams. Does not know if they can make a 


hatchet there. 


He is certain perfons convicted of witchcraft and 


their innocent relation 


5 would be facrificed, were the 7 


fale of flaves prevented. An old woman accufed of 
witchcraft, or the wife of an accufed man, whom he 


refufed, had her head 


War. 


have from twenty tot 


a doubt but thefe women may entrap the unwary. t 
Dares fay it may be a 
only in Africa is atte 


Is at prefent concerned in the flave-trade. 4 
P. 150. On the Gold Coaft, the confiderable men may 


cut off. 


Does not know he ever purchafed a prifoner of © 


Pe 


| 1 


hree dozen of wives. Has notl 
s common there as in London ; © 
nded with the lofs of liberty.” 
Does” 
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Does not believe it is ufual for chiefs to fend out 
women for this purpofe. 
Has been told wars ftop the flave-trade. There 
was no fcarcity of flaves while he was on the coaft. 
Three, four, or five black brokers, according 
to the fhip’s fize, attend the fhip daily, while on the 
coaft, They are paid for this attendance. 


1789. 


Europeans feldom afk the black brokers how the P. IS. 


flaves are procured. Being brought on board in 
_ canoes, they know they are fairly got, and take no 
_ farther trouble. 

The largeft canoes he ever faw were two with 27 
_padiers each. No doubt a cafk of the fize of a 
_ water-cafk might be carried on board full of {ugar 
as well as water. 


Believes they were about a month in landing four P, reo, 


or fix 42 pounders, on a catamaran, at Anamaboe. 
The flaves belonging to the Company make hinges, 
| &c. in the black{mith’s fhop, in the Caftle Yard, at 
| G. Coat, 


Believes human facrifices, on the Gold Coaft, are 


only made on the death of greatmen. Their num-P. 153. 


bers depend on the rank of the deceafed. 
___ When there were many fhips on the Gold Coaft they 
did not go off fo quick with cargoes as when there were 
fewer. Hence he apprehends, if the demand was in- 
creafed, there would be ftill nearly the fame number 
of flaves, unlefs they came from other parts. 
Thinks, if there was no flave-market on the Gold 
Coaft, petty thieves would be fold to inland tribes, 
who do not now come there for flaves; becaufe they 


‘cannot afford the price, nor give the goods the 
|Matives want. 


felves, thinks, if they attempt cultivation, they mutt 
employ flaves. 


Thinks faves from inland, are both bred flaves, 
and conviéts, 


The convi& for witchcraft whofe relations he 
bought, had his head cut off. His father, mother, 


two 


As Europeans could not cultivate the foil them-P. [54-6 
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two wives, and three children, were fold to him, 
on condition they fhould never return to that coun- 
try. | 
Never heard of the locked jaw on the coaft. 

Thinks as many females as males could not be ~ 
had on the coait; becaufe confiderable men keep as i 
many wives as they pleate, who do the drudgery, ~ 
fetch water and provifions; but very feldom work 
in the fields. | J 

Has known of an infurrection where the flaves 
overcame the crew, and got back to fhore, where he 
fancies they were all feized by the natives and again 
fold. 

Thinks the intercourfe which the Africans on the 
coaft have had with the Europeans, has had fome 
little effe& upon their external appearance, but with 
refpect to government and morals, believes them fill 
in the fame ftate they were centuries ago. 

Has reafon to belive, from the tradition of the na- 
tives, that the mode of trial before detcribed has 
exifted from time immemorial. 

There are no cattle of burthen on the Gold Coaft, 
and very few bulls and cows; might fay none, for it 
is a luxury to poffefs any. ! 

The Europeans have gardens or plantations on | 
the Gold Coaft, to fupply themfelves with vege- | 
tables, thefe they raife with great trouble, the excef- 7 
five heat and drynets of the foil requiring much at- 7 
tention to the plants. 

Has feen free Africans fettled on the Gold Coaft, 
who had formerly been tranfported to the W. Indies, 
had been carried from thence to London, from whence } 
they were fent back to Africa. Thefe for the firft 7 
month feemed very proud to fhew themielves to their | 
friends in their European drefs, and got drunk with | 
them as ofien as they could: they foon, however, 
got tired of this clothing which they found toe 7 
warm, and betook themfelves to the two yards of 7 


cloth wrapt round the middle as worn by the refi. | 
Wasi 
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Was never prefent at the trial of any perfon con- 1789. 
victed of offences which fubjected them to be fold yw 
for flaves. 

Fas before faid, that the whole town participated 
-. In the profit arifing from the fale of convicts for 
witchcraft, but applied this only to the family fold 
to him for that crime, not fuppofing it in general 
to be fo. A number of people in that town having 
died from unknown caufes, thefe deaths were charged 
upon the principal of this family. 

This was the only inftance of a condemnation for - 
witchcraft, of which he had ocular proof. 

Has generally obferved that the large canoes are 
more eafily overfet by the furf than the fmall ones. 

AAs to the twenty-one-hand canoes, has before ob- 
ferved, that he never faw more than two, and thofe 
he never faw overfet. 

The furf frequently breaks in upon the large ca-P. 167. i 
noes fo as to deitroy or damage the goods on board. I 

Does not think it poffible, by the craft ufed on ; 
| that coaft, to put on fhore, or bring off, with fafety, : 
ugar, falt, or any other commodity liable to melt, i 
unlefs the cafks were made fo tight, as tobe impene- 
trable to water. 

Never faw a canoe upon the Gold Coaft capable 
of taking in a hogfhead of fugar. 

Corn, the chief article of provifions carried from 
fhore on board, is generally put into tight iron bound 
puncheons. Sugar in fuch cafks might no doubt be 
brought on board equally fafe. 

No expenfe attends the tranfporting corn from the 
fhore in this manner, the cafks fo employed, being 
the water cafks belonging to the fhip. 

Applies this information refpecting the danger 
from the furfs to the whole Gold Coalt, upon which 
he knows no landing place, where the furf is not 
more or lefs hazardous. 

Commanded the Fort at Dixcove upwards of twoP. 158. 
years. 


F Saw 


Az * 7 See ncsy WEUVES. 


1789. | Saw once a boat belonging to a king’s fhip on 
wv— shore there. 
Does not think fuch a boat could land on Cape 
Ean | Coatt. 
aa Sugar, generally loaf fugar, is ufed on the Coatt 
| of Guinea, which is ufually landed in tight pun- 
cheons. 
The coming off fhore with a loading is more ha- 
ri | zardous, than landing, infomuch, as for one canoe 
overfet going afhore, ten are overfet going off, tak- 
ing the coatt all along, good, bad, and indifferent. 
King’s fhips, wood and water off Cape Coaft, by 
canoes from the fhore, which are frequently overfet. 


P. 159-Can fpecify no particular inftance of a canoe overfet 


when fo employed, becaufe the King’s fhips while 
Ya he was in Africa, had generally contrived to come 
| ann there in the fine feafon when the fea was very {mooth, 


; a } at other times, from May to the latter end of 
a Aueutt. 

i Does not believe there is any wood to be got on 
the Coaft of Guinea, fit to be fplit into ftaves to 
make tight cafks of. 

Has heard, that the Fort of Anamaboe (the belt 
an built fort in Africa without exception) was built by 
a an engineer, fent out under the direction of the 
a Board of Ordnance. | 
i Does not know what ufe the Arabs and Moors 
at | make of the faves they purchafe, but believes it 18 

lee a traflick which they carry on for their own benefit. 
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Witnefs examined, —Joun Fountain, Efq. 


P. 160. Has refided at Cape Coaft Caftle, Tantum, and 
Accra, from the year 1778, to January 1789. 
On his firft arrival, had the command of the Com- 


pany’s troops. After that a factor for the Company : 
| | then 


ie and there was very little furf, which is not the cafe © 
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then fecond of Accra: afterwards fecond of Tan- 1789. 
tum: and laftly Governor of Tantum. | Cran 

Did not go into the country, further than in. paf- 
fing from one fort to another. 

Did not fpeak the language of the country, but 
underftood the greater part of what was {poke by the 
Fantees. 

Is of opinion that the natives become flaves from 
three caufes, principally convicts, others for gaming, 
witchcraft, alfo debt. 

Did not know any flaves who had been prifoners P. 161. 
of war. Heard of few wars on the coaft during his 
refidence. Has feen a kind of war carried on be- 
tween the natives of different towns, but not of any 
duration. Between 3 and 4000 men altogether 
might meet ; no flaves made prifoners. 

Conviéts are generally tried openly by the pynims 
or elders of each diftrict. 

Does not believe the judges derive any advantage 
from convictions, but that they are fold for the bene~ 
fit of the injured. 

Does not include witchcraft among. the crimes foP. 162. 
tried ; but remembers one fimilar fort of trial for 
witchcraft at Tantum lately, the accufed being a 

erfon of fome confideration. 

Witchcraft generally involves the whole family. 

The people are very fuperftitious—a belief in 
witchcraft is general—but thinks that by it is often 
meant poifon. 

Is not concerned at prefent with the African trade. P. 163. 
While refident there, acquired fome knowledge of 

their government. ivr. 

Thinks, if wars had been frequent, he muft have P. 164. 
heard of them. Very few of the flaves fold off that 
coaft, were prifoners of war. 

Never knew Europeans foment wars among the 
Africans. Has known them frequently affift in fet- 
tling difputes. 

Never knew villages pillaged for making flaves;P, 165. 
which he confiders as impratticable by the whites. 
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1789. Never heard kidnapping by Europeans, nor con- 
ceives that fuch a practice ever exifted; if it did, it 
could not be concealed; and any European expe- 
riencing a lofs of trade in confequence, would com- 
plain to the Governor and Council on the coaft, as 
well as to perfons in England, | 

When a flave is brought down for fale, the owner 
applies to a broker, who condué&s him to a Euro- 
pean trader; fhould they difagree, they are at liber- 
ty to carry him away, and offer him to another. 

There are always fome free natives, ufually called 
gold takers, on board the fhip, while the trade is 
carrying on. 

Says, if a flave had been kidnapped, he would have. 
had an opportunity of making his complaint; and 
being himfelf a member of the Council, had any fuch 

. ae practice prevailed, he muft have heard of it. 

| ae P. 166. Never heard of kidnapping by the natives, though 

i a it poffibly may have exifted; apprehends it would be 
' punifhed; is fure it would on the Gold Coat. 

J The natives poffefs a great number of flaves, which 

| are confidered by them as a common medium of 

mi | traffick. 

Mh Slaves purchafed by the natives, may be fold 

Wei | again at their pleafure; but fuch as have fallen to 

ah them by inheritance, cannot be fold, but by the 

cig general confent of the other domettics, unlefs con- 
ei || victed of crimes. 

| The punifhment of a free African, conviéted of a 

ie crime, depends upon the. offence committed, 

| 167, man’s flaves may be feized and fold, to make 

vat good the fine he has incurred, or debts he may have 

i contracted ; but a long procefs is neceffary before he 
can be deprived of his hereditary flaves. A creditor 
| often prefers feizing one of the family. 

HH A man condemned to flavery, may in moft cafes 

redeem himfelf by fubfticuting another, but there : 

are exceptions. Ifa man fhould think himfelf bee = 
witched, and can fix upon the guilty perfon, he 
| will 
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driven out of the town. Another in 


inquiry was made; the matter fell to the ground, 


nly forfeits his own liberty, 


his flavesalfo feized. Bur fhould the crime be com- 
Initted by a flave of a great man, with one of his 
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will then fell him under the 
fhall not be redeemed. 

He knew a late inftance, in w 
man of confiderable note, and one of the bett traders 
at Tantum, was faid to be bewitched, and a day or 


two after died. The perfon accufed (himfelf a 
pynim). with his family, 


had a formal trial; the re. 
{ult was, the old pynim was fold, and the family 


{tance occurred, 
whilft he commanded at Tantum, the Cabotheer, a 


§ 4 man of any connexions, no 


Fias been informed, that flaves acculed of witch- 
craft, are tried by their own family, in conjunétion 


with the hereditary flaves. Freemen by the pynims, 
as above defcribed. 


In cafes where flaves have been often convicted of P. 


ll behaviour, the purchafer is often reftrained from 
redeeming and keeping them in the country. 


A man of confequence, conviéed of adultery, not 


but may have many of 


nafter’s wives, he apprehends he would be put to 
eath, 


Fiuman facrifices are practifed in that country ; 


jad been informed at Appolonia, by the governor, 
rho was a refpedtable man, that he h 


zed by furprize in the market pl 


ad feen perfons 


ace, by a rope 
irown over their heads, and thus dragged fome dif. 


ance, and execu‘ed in various ways. ‘That ar the 
cath of ol] 


d Baw, and Ammoneer, the two Cabbo- 
eers, he believed near 300 had been put to death, 


juamina, the governor fent to che family, threaten- 
& to fire upon the houfe, fhould they attempt to 
crifice any perfon; but notwithitanding their pro- 
ife to the contrary, a boy and girl were knocked 


on 


reftriction, that he 17 


i yd 
hich (Awithee) aP, 468. 


Remembers at Cape Coaft, upon the death of P. 170. 
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1789. on the head; one of which was buried under, the 
~V~ other above his coffin. 

The governor alluded to above, was Dickfon, 
now dead, but believes many in Europe and in Af- 
rica know the circumftances to be as related. 

Believes, that from the reprefentations of the 
whites, the practice does not now prevail fo much 
upon the coaft as formerly ; but inland it 1s report- 
ed ftill to exift in a great degree. Concludes, that 
flaves not faleable, are put to death, from an inftance 
of an old woman at Cape Coaft Caftle, who, on be- 
ing refufed to be bought, to fave her maintenance, 
was murdered. | | 

P.171. Isof opinion that the purchafe of flaves by Euro- 
peans, preferves their lives, and adds to their eale# 
and comfort. Has for two or three months toge-" 
ther, had 60 or 70 in the fort at once, who have ap-’ 
peared infinitely happier and healthier than when: 
firft purchafed ; nor did he ever lofe one by mortality. 

The Dutch, Danes, Portuguefe, French, and 
Americans, traded on the coaft while he was there. © 

The trade of the laft has much increafed of late. 
That from America is chiefly carried on from Bofton) 
and Salem. } 

The French have lately taken poffeffion of a fpot 
adjacent to Anamaboe; and though from the un=) 
healthy fituation they have loft many people, they 
ftill perfevere; fend many more fhips than they did. 

P. 172. Trade for flaves is carried on to the eaftward of) 
the Gold Coaft. From Whydah, all along to Old. 
and New Calabar. # 

Does not know that the Englifh fhips have been. 

in the practice of leaving the coaft fecretly in the) 

night. The general cuftom is, to loofe the fore: 
topfail, hoift the enfign, and fire a gun, often for: 
three, four, or five weeks, asa fignal for failing, that 
fuch of them as have accounts to fettle with the cap=. 
tain, may come on board; the ufual time for getting” 
under way, is with the land wind, from two in the 
morning. | 7 
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_. The fhips which lie off the coaft are much more 1789. 
healthy than thofe which go up the rivers, and lie “Ww 
nearer land; the latter being more expofed to fogs. 
|. There are no navigable rivers on the Gold Coatt; 
two rivers, Elmina and Shemar, belonging to the 
Dutch, might admit boats under 20 tons, but even 
thefe would foon be aground. 
There is neither water nor land carriage for bulky 
goods from within-land to the coaft, infomuch, that P. 173s 
atooth of about 170 pounds weight, was cut into 
three pieces to be made portable. 
_. There are no good landing places on the coatt; 
the beft feafon for landing or fhipping goods, is 
about Chriftmas, January, or February; but has 
known it bad in thofe months. 
The coaft he alludes to, as having no navigable 
Tivers, nor any good landing places, extends from, 
Cape la Hou to the Volta, about 420 miles; a 
heavy furf. | 
_ Itis fafer landing than fhipping goods, thoughP. 174. 
jeven in landing fifhery canoes (which are much the 
fafeft) has feen ten in a day overfet. 
Believes he might inftance certain fhips deal for 
ivory and gold, but thefe alfo trade for flaves. 
_ Gold is not an article of export, becaufe it bears 
a greater price there than here. Ivory is likewife an 
uncertain commodity. While fecond at Tantum, 
he bought a great deal in a month, whereas, while 
laft there, he had not been able to buy five teeth in 
two years, Thinks it could not be an object of 
commerce, independent of the flave trade; nay, 
that it could not be had at all in that event, becaufe 
the black trader who brings it from inland, loads 
the negroes with it, whom he is conducting to the 
lcoaft for fale ; and fo {mall is their profit, ic would 
aot alone pay them for their trouble, 
The Gold Coaft produces no articles of commerce P, 175. 
pefides gold and ivory; fome few pieces of cloth, 
matts, &c. are occafionally bought, as matters of 
-uriofity, at fo high a price as two or three flaves for 
a cloth 
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1789. a cloth of eight yards by fix yards; but fuch are not 
v~™ the kinds of cloth the natives wear. 

P. 176. It does not produce corn equal to the confump- 
tion, nor more of cotton than what is ufed for lamp 
wicks, A fort of attempt was made to extend its _ 
cultivation near Cape Coaft, but the blacks deftroy- © 

ait ed by night the work of the day, alledging it was 7 

hh prejudicial to their provifion ground. 

Cae P.177. Nor does it produce rice in anyquantity ; Kw ‘ 

eh of none to leeward of Apollonia. q 

Hn It produces no dye woods, nor, fo far as he knows, ¥ 

Boal any article befides what has been enumerated. 

ari He refided in that country during the late war, 

which in fome degree interrupted the flave trade; q 

fewer flaves were brought down than formerly; the 7 

demand not fo great; the prices lower. Did not © 

| obferve that more corn, rice, or cotton, was produc- 7 

4 ed then, than before; but he was rather out of the 7 

: way, being confined durmg the war chiefly to ™ 

Tantum. 

ua P.178. Does not think that abolifhing the flave-trade 

would materially alter the cultivation of the coun- 7 

try, the natives being fo indolent, as feldom to cul- 7 

tivate more than is neceflary for their family, from | 

ai year to year. “y 

ne Believes the blacks would rather ftarve than culti-' 7 

i vate to any extent. i 

iy Is certain it would not extend the manufactures 7 
me | of cloths and matts, nor produce new ones. : 

fi Knows of no iron in the country; of that fupplied’ 7 

a them from Europe, they make only a kind of bill) 

vt or hoe, for cultivating their land; but fo courfe’, 

it and ill tempered that they do not laf. Supplied’ 
| with many articles of iron trom Europe. 

i P. 179+ Thinks, if the flave-trade were abolifhed in Great 

| Britain there would not be a flave the lefs, as other’# 

nations, the French nation in particular would take | 
off, what would otherwife have been brought by the = 

Englifh, The French have lately fhewn themielves d 

defirous of extending their trade. | 
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In time of peace, the démand for flaves, has al- 
ways been fuperiour to the fupply. , 

Thinks, that wars among the natives would be- 
come rather more frequent, fhould the flave-trade be 
abolifhed, becaufe conviéts being left in the country, 
would create or foment diffenfions amone the na- 
tives. So fure the abolition would be productive 
of a fcene of carnage all along the coait, cfee p. 
166.) 7 

A colony could not be eftablithed there but by 
conqueft, the natives (except upon the fea coa{t) be- 
ing very hottile. att 

Never obferved any inftance of cruelty exercifed 
by the Englith upon flaves. bought by them; but 
much humanity, and particular attention when fick, 

Flas never feen any particular cruelty to feamen in 
this trade; they may poMfibly experience inconveni- 
ences from the climate, to which the crews of veffels 
trading there for other purpofes would be equally 
fubjected, and which would alfo affe& colonies 
fettled there. -Remembers at the Danith fore at 
Accra, that the governor, vice-prefident, feven or 
eight officers, with 100 foldiers, died in a month, 
and this on the fea coatt. 

Has been three voyages from England to Africa, 
and two from Africa to England by way of the Weft 
Indies, between 1778 and 178s. Obferved no ill 
treatment of the crews. Wever faw people happier. 

His firft voyage from Africa to the Welt Indies 
was in the Iris, Mafon, tonnage about 220, about 
300 flaves on board ; exceeding well treated ; plenty 
of provifions and water. It is the intereft of the 
owner. If not kept in heart and good {pirits, it is 


odds but they ficken and die, Pafiage to JamaicaP, 181, 


fix weeks and two days. Slaves not confined below 
above two days in all. Appeared quite fatisfied and 
cheerful. Loft but one. Left the fhip at Barbadoes, 
but informed by the captain that he loft none going 
from thence to Jamaica. 
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1789. Before the late regulations, captains were benefited 
w-v™ by the numbers they landed. Loft fix per cent. on 
fuch as died. 
Made his fecond voyage from Africa goth January 
laft to Barbadoes, on board the Friendfhip, Lamb, a 
ftore fhip ; carried a few flaves upon ireight; though 
a large fhip, worfe calculated for their conveyance 
P. 182.than the common flave fhips in many  reipects. 
Slaves exceedingly well treated during the voyage 
to Barbadoes. No deaths in the fhip. Knows not 
what happened after leaving Barbadoes ; were all in 
perfect health. Had no intereft in the flaves on 
board; nor has he any connection whatfoever with 
the concern. 
P. 133. 
four years, from beginning of 1770 to 1774. Knows 
of no practice of captains or furgeons to repel dif- 
orders of the flaves. Never knew of any particular 
mortality take place in a cargo of flaves after their 
arrival, and before their landing. Has been on board 
two or three flave fhips at the ifland whole cargoes 
were healthy. Believes few flaves of thele fhips were 
in avery difeafed ftate when fold; one, the War- 
wick Caftle had nearly 500; has forgot the name of 
the other. : 

Is convinced that the abolition of the flave-trade 
would tend to the deftruction of many lives on the 
coaft of Africa, and to the ruin of the Britifh co- 
lonies in the Weft Indies. | 

The king of Appolonia is defpotick, and by his 
fingle authority daily takes away the lives of many. 

‘The length of that diftri&t is 25 or 30 miles along 
the coaft, but cannot fpeak as to the breadth. 

It is probable that the flaves whom Quamina put 
to death, had previoufly the form of a trial. - 

Being chiefly confined at Tantum during the war, 
P, 18¢.cannot fay whether more or fewer flaves were taken 

off the coaft than in peace; but he himfelf fhipped 
more there fince, becaufe, the other forts belonging to 
the Englifh and Dutch being in a flate of mutual 
warfare, 


Refided in Hanover parifh, Jamaica, upwards of 


A FRICAe FouNnTarn: 


warfare, the traders chofe to bring their flaves to 1789. 


Tantum, where they would not be molefted. 

The natives are induced to make human facrifices 
from various motives—That their friends may reft 
quiet in their graves—That the deceafed thould be 
properly attended: hence they generally facrifice his 
key-bearer or accraw, and his head wench; has be- 
fides {een tombs, and burial-places, paved with 
fkulls of perfons thus facrificed. 


heen) 


Perlons of confequence poffefs a confiderable num-P. 186, 


ber of flaves, which are retained in a ftate of ab- 
folute idlenets, while their women provide them with 
water and other-neceffaries. And in fuch habits of 
familiarity do mafters there live with their flaves, 
even the king of Cape Coaft Caftle himfelf, that un- 
lefs for a very capital fault they would not be fub- 
jected to punifhment. 

Along the coait, to Accra, the natives owing to 
their indolence, have little or no fupplhies of corn; 
has offered a great price without fuccels. At Accra, 
a prodigious large diftrict, they depend upon their 
-heighbours for a iupply, from Cape Coaft, Anama- 
boe, Tantum, &c, During his relidence at Accra, 
has feen great want among them. 


In exchange for corn. when it is in plenty, theyp, 187, 


will take, trom the whites, cloths, liquors, &c. but 
| when it is fcarce, hardly any thing elfe than gold 
_ duit. The blacks, natives of Accra, give In ex- 
change, cloth, gold, and a fith they call Aporge, 
which is a great article of trade as well as of fub- 
fiitence among the Accras. What gold they thus 
barter for corn, they obtain in exchange for flaves 
and ivory; chiefly the latter, of which there is 
more fold in that country than on any other part 
of the coatt. . 

Suppoles a great part of the provifions are from 
inland. | 

Has not known any other trials for witchcraft 
than the two mentioned ; but believes them ftill very 
frequent, 
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1789. © From what he has feen, does not apprehend theré 
“vis any peculiar mode of trial for this crime, though 
P. 188.fuch ‘trials: are publick, yet the whites may not 
have frequent opportunities of feeing them, from 
its not being cultomary to introduce themfelves into 
fuch aftersibiidss ; but, in the courfe of their walks, 
will often fee the Pynims feated in the publick 

ie Palaver-place, and may upon inquiry learn the cauie. i 

be Has heard it faid that the trials for witchcraft are 

at | conducted in a particular manner, but this muft have 

Bin been from mifinformation. 

P, 189. The whole family of a perfon convicted of witch- 
craft is generally fold; but in the cafe of Awifhee, 
before noticed, the people of Tantum were con-— 
tented with felling the old Pynim convicted of hav- 
ing bewitched inns and driving out the reft of the 

it family from among them. 

Mt The price obtained for perfons fo fold, is generally 

|. given to the injured family, fubje& to ‘fome deduc- 

q i tion for expenfe of trial. Perfons are fold upon 

| A conviction of other offences. Knows it to be fo in 

regard to theft of gold, and fome other articles. 

Thefts of liquor and fuch like things may be com- 

penfated for, by Feyine back fomething more than 

mit the value. 

ie Judges the natives of the country to be a quar- 

ant | relfome, turbulent, ungrateful people. 

||. PB, 190. .A captain never afks a broker how a flave was 

eat obtained, becaufe the native is aware, that if he is 

ita | found to have come by a flave illegally, he and his 7 

at family are liable to be fold for the offence. ia 

vi Gold-takers, another name for trading men; how- 

ever, they do take cold, and are employed in the 

purchale of every flave brought on board, {peaking 

the language in general fpoken by the faves: Would 
certainly learn from them if they had been captured 
or kidnapped. 

Slaves are frequently redeemed from the thins) 
and others fubftituted in their room, by their fami- 
lies, if their offences have not been great. This 
; | | Sa mof 
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‘moft common in the cafe of adultery, if the offence 
is not committed with the wife of a great man. 

It is not cuftomary to fell domeftick flaves from 
one family to another, unlefs for fome heinous of- 


) hencesos? : 


53 


Such not confidering themfelves altogether asP, 191. 


flaves, but rather attendants on thofe they ferve; 


lead a lazy indolent life; employed in making Cul- 


_tom, 7. e. performing funeral ceremonies for the 
dead, or in diverfion or gaming. 


Natives of the Gold Coaft, freemen or domefticks, 
no doubt confider it as a heavy punifhment to be 
fold to the Europeans, efpecially fuch as have been 
refident near the forts, and in the habits of vifiting 


them; but for thofe brought from the interiour parts 
of the country, is certain from their own affertion, 
as well as their general appearance, that they rejoice 
in their change of mafters. They are in general poor 
an flefh; great eruptions over all their fkin; very 


{crophulous, and frequently have bad ulcers; but 


when fold again to the captains, they are often fat 
and fleek. Sometimes they are brought to the forts 
ina healthier ftate ; has feen them low and dejected 


when brought to the fort, and become very cheerful 


in half an hour after they were brought; has been 


entreated by feveral to buy them. 


Freemen fold for crimes, no doubt lament theirp, 192. 


‘fituation; confider it as a heavy punifhment, but, 
-conicious that they have deferved it, feldom com- 


plained. | 
That upon the Gold Coaft the fmalleft thefts are 


| punithed with flavery, he knows not to be the cafe. 


That aman who fhould fteal an ear of corn would 
be fold for a flave does happen, but knew an inftance 
of a man guilty of that very act, who being taken, 


/and a flave demanded of his matter for him, the 


affair was compromiied for an ounce of gold and 


-fome liquors. 


_ Has no doubt that the man condemned to flavery 
for flealing an-ear of corn would be fatisfied with 
the 
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1789. the juftice of his fentence; becaufe he knows that 
“v~ fuch is the law of the country, if he from whom it — 
was {tolen choofes to be fevere. 

The manner in which flaves are confined to be 

Hi taken on board fhip, depends upon the nation they 
ei belong to. ‘Duncoes are never put in irons, they 
vi fupply a great number of flaves. The Fantees al- 
Did ways. The Afhantees and other nations, according 
ba P. 193-to circumftances. Slaves generally kept in irons - 
ae while the fhip is on the coait, though he has feen 
ek many out of irons, ‘The women and boys never in 

_4drons, 

The two fhips he failed in from Africa for the W. 

Indies, and feveral others he had been aboard of, had 

Pai no nettings. It is not ufual where the rails are high. 
ay. Believes where it is ufed, it is to prevent the flaves 
ane from falling overboard, or to cut off all communi- 
Mh ) cation between them and the Anamaboe traders, who, ~ 
aa) for the purpofe of refelling them, might excite them = 
| to cut off the veffel. | 
ap The inland flaves are confined in irons .to keep 
| them from any connection with the people about 
the forts who are great rogues, and might excite them 
mh to run away; in other refpects they are never locked 
hae up, but allowed to amufe themfelves about the fort, — 
Be except at night. On board fhip, they are kept in 
ity irons left they fhould be advifed by the canoe men, 
Dh é&c. to cut off the fhip or jump overboard, which 

iy they would never of themfelves think of. 7 

i \ The natives from tne interiour country are paid for 
aa the flaves and ivory they bring from thence, in cloth, 
ie liquor, guns, powder, gold, brafs-pans, and pewter; ‘ 
\ Hh of pewter and brafs they are fond, and will take a © 
i great proportion. _ Has feldom known traders take a 
more than one iron bar; and of late reject it alto- \ 
gether; for thefe two laft years it has been in no great | 
demand from Cape Coailt to Tantum; therefore it 
has been cuftomary to pay iron for provifions when 
the blacks would take it. The commodities received 


by® 
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fometimes an iron on their legs 
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by the natives in exchange for flaves, they carry away 
made up in fmall bundles, upon their heads. 


1786. 


P 


Small defects do not render flaves unfaleable top. 196. 


Europeans. 


Is of opinion, that the flaves in the Weft Indies 


would decreafe annually without frefh fupplies. 


Slaves, in paffing from the fhore to the fhip, have 


gs, or a log on their 


hands, from which they are releafed when purchafed, 
~unlefs Fantees, of infamous characters. 


Never heard of fucha thing in his life as an African 
trading fhip carrying off free negroes againft their 


inclination. Knew, however, that a man, of the name 
of Griffiths, did carry off two people. intrufted to 


his care, from St. Andrews, or fome part to wind- 


ward, whom he never brought back. He reported, on 
his return, that either one or both died of the fmaill 
pox, with which the natives not being fatisfied, put P. 197. 
him to death. 
the Governor and Council, and Refidents, who wrote 
j home about it. This-the only inftance he ever 
heard off.» 

Has heard that gold is procured in the interior P, r98, 
country in two ways, by digging and wathing. Be- 
Theves it is very fcarce, and few allowed to dig for it. 
_ Has known two or three flaves refufed in a yearP, 199 


The act was feverely reprobated by 


for defects. 


a 


The people of Accra, when in want of corn, ge-P, 200. 


nerally jend their canoes for it all down the coatt, 
though it is fometimes brought to them by the 
people who have it to difpofe of. 


When conveyed by land from one country to ano-P, cor, 


ther, it is carried upon the heads of negroes in finall 
bafkets. 

There is no doubt that war among the natives is 
injurious to trade of every kind; it ftops the paths, 
and prevents every thing from coming down, ivory 
as well as flaves. . The refidents do therefore all in 


jtheir power to make up any breach among them, 


Traders 


. bet 3a 
“ igre 
& ia A iS 


56 


1789. 
fay) 


g 
P. 202. 


P2093; 


P. 204. 


P2055 


A -y ROT Ca FouNtTAIN. 


Traders are afraid to pafs through villages when 
there is war. 

Never knew a pound weight of either cotton or 
indigo, exported from the Gold Coaft. | 

Europeans have no influence over the natives, to 
make them grow any particular articles; nor to 
change their cuftoms. 

Believes there are five males to one female export- 
ed from the Gold Coatft. 

Europeans, if they chofe it, could not obtain a 
greater proportion of females, becaufe the exercife 
of polygamy muft render women {carcer. a 

Does not think their attachment to their families 
fo ftrong as that of Europeans; nor that they have © 
fuch fine feelings; a black woman thinking little to © 
pour a fpoonful of brandy into a child’s mouth, of | 
two or three months old, at the breaft. Seem to 
have little affection for their children—attributes it 
to polygamy. 

Governor Miles expended confiderable fums to 
keep the natives in peace. a 
Thinks, if there were no market on the coaft, they 

would not bring the flaves from the interior country. 


Witnefs Examined,—Capt. Witt1am LitTLeTon. © 


Went to Gambia as mate 1762. Lived there 11 7 
years, as a merchant. i 
Has been frequently up the Gambia. Went up © 
about 300 leagues. | | A 
Knew enough of the language to.do his bufinefs. y 
Governments various on the different parts of the 5 | 
tiver—none hereditary. Kings for life, in rotation — 
from one tribe to another, fometimes from one town 
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Slaves fold to Europeans obtained various ways: 1789. 
a great proportion from black Mahometan traders, “~~ 
who traverfe the interior parts to get flaves.. Some P, 206. 
prifoners of war, many convicts, and more from 
famines, caufed by droughts and locults. The crimes 
numerous for which they are fold. Believes this, 
from his own knowledge, and from good infor- 
mation. 

Knew a famine in 1786, in the South-Weft of the 

entrance of Gambia, from failure of rain, and locufts. 
The natives fubfifted fome months on roots, and 
whatever had nourifhment, till nothing was left. 
They were then driven to the dreadful neceflity of 
felling each other to procure fubfiftence. The Man- 
dingoes bought them from the Phroops, between 
C. St. Mary’s and C. Roxo, for corn and European 
goods, felling them to the white traders on the river, 
and he obtained a large proportion of them. Has 
been told by the Mahometans, who traverfe the in- 
land parts, that famines often occur in Africa, which 
drive them fometimes to fubfift on each other, fome- 
times by killing and eating them, often by felling 
them. Locufts make dreadful havock, on the corn 
particularly: but it is generally partial, often con- 
fined to a.fpot of 40 or 50 miles. 

Slaves made for adultery, theft, witchcraft, andP. 207, 
other crimes, for which they are regularly, and, in 
general, impartially tried, by the leading men, and 
are feldom without their friends and advocates. An 
adulterer lofes life or likerty. If he efcape, fome of 
the family is feized and detained till he is taken. If 
he cannot redeem himfelf, he is fold. Sometimes 
the whites are enjoined by the fellers, who are gene- 
rally the parties injured, not to let them be re- 
deemed, on any terms. For witchcraft they are 
tried, and on conviction, fold — after torture, fome~ 
times even to death. For confiderable thefts, the 
punifhment is lofs of liberty. Sometimes they are 
fined, and, if unable to pay, fold. 

iH 


The 


oe 4 
s By, 


a < 
| hye 9 +f: 
f P > 

"ee ae » 


eg 


 ) eS? pe 
ie. —. ~ = SS ' Fok 9 
cyte ee as. ASIN Fe) 
tL a Gea yet i he ars 


+ 


c% 


1789. 
wey 


dgoley 


AFRICA. LITTLETON. 


The injured party has the benefit of the conviction. 

Has learnt from the natives, that, on trials for 
witchcraft, the principal people affemble under the 
palaver-tree. Sometimes, before trial, the accufed 
are dragged into the woods, and whipped till they 
acknowledge themfelves guilty of witchcraft, and, 
they are often condemned from confeffion under 
torture, though innocent. Sometimes they.endea- 
vour to prove their innocence, by undergoing a kind 
of ordeal by fire or by water, which is an infufion of 
a malignant root, drunk on thofe occafions, and which 


‘they feldom long furvive. 


Very few prifoners of war, taken near the river, 
are fold to the whites. Believes they feldom take 
many prifoners: if they do, they generally fall vic- 


tims to the ferocity of the captors, and a few are’ 


facrificed to the manes of the victor’s friends. Be- 
lieves but few females are taken prifoners in war, 
(repeated p. 223.) Female prifoners are frequently 
exchanged. Females, convicted of witchcraft, 
feldom “exchanged. Recolleéts not an inftance of 
their being redeemed. 

Owners of domefticks can, but very feldom do, 
difpofe of them, unlefs for fome enormous crime, 
when they have generally the approbation of the 
other flaves to fell them. Has been told they are 
generally-tried by thofe other flaves. 

Never heard of wars made to get flaves. Wars 
always arife from their own diffenfions. Wars near 


the ports always injure trade of every kind. Has 


been told by black merchants, they have gone 3 
or 400 miles to avoid feats of war. In his time, 
there were wars between the nations near the Gambia. 

Never heard of ‘a white kidnapping a flave. It 
would have ruined that man’s trade. Can only fpeak 
of the River Gambia. ‘Never heard that of the na- 
tives where he refided. On making any fuch attempt, 
they would be fold themfelves. 

Never heard of parties going out armed at night 
to take flaves, except againft their enemies, with 
whom 
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whom they were at open war—nor of breaking up 1789. 
and furprifing villages, to make flaves, but in cafes —~~w 
of open war. Such wars not very frequent near the P. 210. 
Gambia; but inland wars are perpetually carrying 
On, in one country or another. 
Produce about the Gambia, country-corn, which 
1s a fpecies of millet, Indian corn, and rice, not in 
fufficient quantities, for export. Never heard of 
fugar-cane growing there. Believes the climate 
unfit for it, from droughts from Oétober to June. 
No.articles of export, but wax, a little ivory, and 
a little gold, not worth mentioning. The ivory 
generally, he believes, about two tons, brought 
_. down on the heads of the flaves. Moft of the wax 
comes from the S. fide of the Gambia, chiefly about 
30 or 40 leagues up; but in fmaller quantities 2 or 
300 leagues up, principally from the Phroops. 
Moft of the wax is taken out of hollow trees: be- P. 211. 
lieves a little is taken in hives, which are clofe to 
their houfes. Never faw above two or three hives, 
which were near the coaft. Never heard of any 
inland. 
Apprehends it would not be worth the traders 
while to bring down ivory only from any. great 
diftance. Few elephants near the ports. 
Apprehends the wax could not be much increafed, 
for lately the whites have given a great price for it, 
and he has not learnt the quantity has increafed 
from it, 
_. They raife a little cotton and indigo, not fufficient 
for their own ufe. They fupply the deficiency with 
- our manufactures, They are fo indolent, that every 
attempt of the whites to encourage cotton and in- 
digo, has proved abortive. What little indigo they 
raife, they cultivate, They do not reduce it to the ftate 
of indigo which comes from other parts. They cutit, P, 212, 
pound itin awooden mortar, and hangit upinthe form 
of fugar-loves, in their houfes, and then infufe it in 
water or lye made of afhes, and dye their-cloth with it. 
| H 2 Their 
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Their cloths are about five or fix inches broad, 
and they few them together. There are very few 
manufacturers. Thefe cloths could not be made an 
article of commerce among the whites. 

Has been two voyages to Carolina, and three or 
four to the Weft-Indies. In the firft voyage to 
Charleftown, from the commencement of the pur- 
chafe in Africa, till the end of the fale in Charlef- 
town, he loft about 13 out of about 140. Looks 
upon that as a very great and uncommon mortality. 
The laft voyage he was upon the coaft from the be- 
ginning of May to the beginning of November, and 
loft from the beginning of May to the clofe of the 
{fale at Jamaica, 38 out of 242. His fhip has fince 
made a voyage to Jamaica, and loft 3 out of 216. 
The fame fhip went all the voyages, regiftered at 
136 tons. Attributes the mortality of 38 to the 
flaves being of various nations, and fome being 
very meagre when he received them, from the great 
{carcity in their country, particularly a number of 
the Phroops, who had a famine. When he loft 73, 
his fhip was fingle decked, and he had very bad 
weather. | | | 

We carry hence fplit and kiln-dried horfe-beans, 
and a great quantity of bifcuit and flour. In the 
country, we buy all the corn and rice we can. 

The black traders feed the flaves intended for fale 
on Guinea corn, chiefly, when they can get it, or 
any thing elfe they can procure. ‘They never tafte 
rice, but by ftealth. 

The thips could feldom get enough of Guinea 
corn for the flaves in the voyage. ‘The beans are 
hufked in England. They are boiled ufually with — 
beef or falt-fifh. After eating them once or twice, 
they become fond of them, fo as fometimes to afk 
for them inftead of their country food. | 

Slaves on board, accommodated in the beft man- 
ner they poflibly can. When firft brought on board 
by the black merchants, they have a chain round 
their necks, generally worn from the place hgh ea 
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from. When the purchafe of them is completed, 1789. 
that chain is taken off, and fhackles put on their legs, —w~ 


which have a ring, through which a chain paffes, 
which fecures them, while on deck. The men be- 
tween decks lie clofe together, juft allowing room for 
a perfon to ftep between them. The men are gene- 
rally before the main hatch-way, the boys in the 
main hatch-way, the women, girls, and children, 
are at liberty abaft, except at night, when they are 
locked down below. They are on deck all day, 
except in bad weather. 

Believes there are air-ports and gratings in all 
Guinea-men, and fometimes fo much air, that they 
beg to have part of the tarpaulins laid over them. 

From Gambia, the weather is generally fair and 
_ pleafant after they get to windward of the Cape de 
| Verd iflands, when they fall in with the trade-winds, 
| After this, the flaves are very feldom prevented by 


| the weather from being on deck daily. They haveP. 2 


fome heavy but fhort fqualls of rain, when they 
| {pread the awnings over them. But it is a general 
| tule to keep them on deck as much as they can, 
| with prudence. 

Cleanlinefs is one of their firft objects. As foon 
as the flaves are on deck, the feamen, and generally 
_ fome boys, fcrape and fwab the rooms, and generally 
) air them with fire-pans, Twice or thrice a week 
they are wafhed with vinegar and fumigated. 

Soon after day-light they have fome bifcuit, and a 
_gilafs of inferior fpirits and water half and half. Ac 
_ their firft meal, they have generally more than they 
can eat. About four or five in the evening they 
have a fecond meal, of another kind. They feldom 
have the fame food twice the fame day. They have 
-aregular allowance of water, as often as neceflary. 
This depends on the heat of the weather. To fupply 
| the flaves with enough of food and water, is a chief 
| part of the employment, both of failors and officers, 
jat fea, (fee p. 216.) The officers are intere(ted in 
' the cargo’s health, — They have a privilege flave or P 
j two, 
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two, according to the agreement. ~The chief mate 
and furgeon paid on the grofs average at fale. 


Slaves oftener complain of cold than heat in- 


Middle Paffage.. When they think it too cold for 
them, they put them below; and even then they beg 
to have part of the tarpaulin laid over them. They 
often requeft to go below, when it blows frefh, and 
they happen to be on the fhady fide of the deck. 
The furgeon every morning vifits them, and often 


gives them medicines below, as well as on deck. 


*' Sale advertifed four or five days after arrival in 


the Weft-Indies. Never heard of means being ufed 
to repel diforders of flaves, before fale, In all his 
voyages, flaves always treated with humanity and 
tendernefs. | | 
In his voyage to Carolina, loft 2 out of 16, or 18, 


(thinks 18) feamen. In his laft voyage, which was. 


to Jamaica, from being detained on the coaft, loft 

feamen in the Gambia, and 2 or three in the 
Middle Paffage. The crew, with himfelf, originally 
21. The furgeon died firft, To his death he attri- 
butes the increafe of his lofs both of feamen and 
flaves. The feamen’s health, as much as poffible, 


attended to. It is their intereft to take care of the 


feamen, the fuccefs of the voyage depending on it. 
(The lofs of feamen is from England to the Welft- 
Indies, p. 220). 

The time of day the fhips leave the Gambia de- 
pends on the time of the tide. On entering the 


Gambia, they have 2 or 3 black linguifts, a black — 


meffenger or two, and 6 or 8 people to row the boats, 


and preferve the feamens health. They do not fuffer © 


a feaman to go into a boat, if they can avoid. it. 


— 


The blacks attend them out of the river, returning © 


in the fhip’s long-boat, (which is generally left ber © 


hind) or in a canoe. They ufually ftop a tide at 
the laft port of the river, to fill water... The time 


of failing is always known to the natives, fometimes 


before the fhip comes down. 
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The climate in general noxious to European con- 1789. 
ftitutions. He found no difference in it 2 or 300 ~~ 
leagues up the river, and at the entrance. | 
_ Rains from about the end of May till the end of P. 218. 
October. Dry weather the reft of the year. Believes 
_the rains unhealthful—but he has generally been as 
healthy in rains as in dry weather. He avoided ex. 
poling himfelf, which they cannot prevail on the 
| teamen to do. Rains the moft prejudicial to Euro- 
_peans, They never carried the feamen up above 140 
leagues, and there they were as healthy as at the 
_viver’s mouth, The French and fome Englith fhips 
/go no farther up than James Fort and Albadar, 

They have as much or more mortality than the fhips 

| 150 leagues up the river. 

One voyage returned to Liverpool, once to Briftol, 

the other times to London, 

_ Believes there are people in London who make it 

their bufinefs to go on board fhips to obtain litigious 

cafes. (Has feen this in London, p. 220). TheP, 219. 
feamen who have complaints, bring aétions againft 

|the mafter or mate, as the cafe may be. 
had an action commenced againft him, 
In the fingle deck fhip there was a platform, in 
the other none. In the fhip where he faid there 
jwas room to ftep between the flaves, there was no 
platform. 

Computes a gallon of water per day fufficient for 
each man, white and black, including what provifions 
are boiled in. They have a fhort pailage from 
(Gambia, and allow them plenty of water, generally 

three or four times a day. 

_ The flaves have water in the night, if they call for 

ie They have generally fomething below to hold 

ater, and it is poured through the gratings, through 
a funnel, “eve 
Poffibly the extreme heat below, and their beingP, 220, 
naked, make them fo fufceptible of cold, when they 
frome on deck, They could not keep them clean 
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and healthy, if they had clothes, ‘The apartment 
below is cleared in order to clean it. . 
More timber than underwood on the coaft. Ma- 


hogany has been brought thence for trial, but has 


not anfwered. 

Corn, rice, and other provifions might be culti- 
vated where the foil is fit for corn. About 30 or 
40 leagues up the Gambia, the foil is not adapted 
for corn, and produces but little. ‘The natives cul- 
tivate as much land as they can, about the lower 
parts of the river, but do not raife enough of corn 
tor their own ufe; hence they fend canoes for it up 
the river. Thinks the land would not be productive 
without manure. Soil loofe and fandy at the river’s 
mouth; up the river more loamy. Believes it would 
receive the plough, if cleared from roots which the 
natives do not take up. Apprehends the foil and 
climate unadapted for European corn, The natives 
fow their corn early in June, after the firft rains. 
They cut their early corn, which is Indian, in Sep- 
tember. Their greateft crop is about the end of 
OGober. They generally cut and eat the Indian 
corn before it is ripe, in the early feafon. They 
depend on the Oétober corn. They have little or 
no manure, and fcarce any horfes. They tie their 
cows on the corn ground, in the dry feafon. The 
Phoolas have a good many COWS. 

Seldom above one-third females purchafed. They 
buy all that are fit for the market who offer. The 
number of females varies every year. The trade to 
Gambia very much reduced. Has heard the flaves 
bought by the Europeans, fome years ago, on that 
coaft, eftimated at 3000 annually: believes it does 
not now average 1000. Females are always fcarce, 
when flaves in general are plenty. Perhaps 1-4th 
of the 3000. might have been females. 

A confiderable part of the women are fold as con- 
victs for witchcraft—there are befides fome brought 
from the interior parts of the country—of theie it 1s 


not always known for what crime they were fold. 
The 
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The gratings over the hatch-way are always kept 
open—when it rains, a tarpaulin is {pread over the 
booms, 7 or eight feet from the deck, in form of 
an awning—has known the flaves defire it to be laid 
clofe over the gratings to keep them warm.—Never 
heard them, complain of foul air, —if they think 
themfelves at any time too warm, a number of them 
are immediately brought upon deck. 

Never heard furgeons, officers, or failors, when 
vifiting the flaves apartments in the morning, com- 
plain particularly of the noifomenefs and foulnefs of 
the air,—they have obferved at times it was very 
warm,—or that there was a particular fmell—but 
nothing is fuffered to remain long below to occafion 
any offenfive fmell. A thorough draught of air is 
kept vp between decks, when the weather permits 
the air-ports to be kept open. A partial air is ad- 
mitted through the gratings when the ports are fhut. 

Cannot fay the exact height between decks of the 
flave fhips fpoke of above—fuppofe the loweft about 
4 feet. Had no platform in his fhip. Does not re- 
collect having been on board more than two fhips 
who had. The height between decks in them, he 
thinks, was 7 feet. 

Slaves, on board the fhips he has been in, might 
ie on their backs, though perhaps jt might be dif- 
ficult all at the fame time. 

They are fubject to be fea-fick for two or three 
days, Seldom excoriated by their chains, care being 
taken upon the firft appearance of injury to wrap 
fomething round the limb to guard it. 

It was his endeavour to render the fituation of the 
flaves on board as comfortable as poffible, by ceiving 
them plenty of food and drink, and the beft lodging 
he could. 

The perfons charged with exercifing witchcraft 
are fuppofed to diftribute drugs; in particular fuch 
as occalion abortion, 

Is of opinion the abolition of the flave-trade, by 
this country, would encourage the evils which it is 
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1789. meant to relieve—fuch as human facrifices, and mur- 

tw der of captives and convicts, it being a maxim among 
the blacks never to give a man an opportunity of 
revenging an injury. 

Does not think the natives could be induced, from 
any confideration, to raife produce worth the atten- 
tion of this country. Nor that Europeans could 
ftand the climate, in clearing woods, and cultivating 
the lands. 

28, Cotton, of very excellent quality, is produced 
there, with very little labour. 

Has generally found, that feamen on board flave- 
fhips, were as healthy as thofe belonging to other 
fhips, trading on the fame coaft. Did not lofe a 
feaman in his laft voyage. Returned in November. — 

Attributes the unhealthinefs of feamen in a great 
meafure to their expofing themfelves to the night 

P. 229.dews, more prejudicial than rains, and not to their 
food. They will not fleep under cover, but bring 
their beds upon deck, that they may be cool. 

In the voyage, when he loft 7 out of 21 feamen, - 
the reft were ina relaxed ftate. Did not take on 
board any frefh men, to re-place the 7.. Had on 
board 236 or 238 flaves at leaving the coaft, which 

P. 230. were permitted to come upon deck as often, and as 
many at atime, without additional irons, as if the 
crew had been full and healthy: fome of the irons 
were even taken off after getting to fea. 

Cannot fay he has been acquainted with any in- 
ftances of notorious cruelty in the captains of flave- 
fhips. Some are more fevere than others. Can only 
fpeak to the fhips that have frequented the Gambia. 


nF ann, eee 


Witnefs examined, — Tuomas Kinc, Efq. a Mer- 
chant of London. 


P. 232. Went firft to Africa in 1766, fecond mate of the 
Royal Charlotte, of about 300 tons; not a regular 
flave 
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flave fhip; carried out the African company’s flores 1789, 
to Cape Coaft; took in 120 flaves on the Gold nw 
Coaft. Generally healthy on the voyage. Loftonly . 


two or three, till landed in Jamaica, About four- 


teen days intervened between arrival and landing of 


the laftman. In this interval no means ufed to re- 
pel diforders of the flaves. The failors, feventeen 


in all, healthy the whole voyage. Loft not onefromP. 232, 


leaving London, to return there. 

Sailed next to Africa in 1767-8, 1n fame capacity, 
fame fhip. Took in 455 flaves from Gold Coaft, 
for Grenada. In general very healthy. Thinks he 
loft ten in the voyage. Believes he loft none on 
board at Grenada, which was for about a week. 

Thinks the crew were eighteen, very healthy, loft 
pane inthe voyage, nor at Grenada, where he left the 

ip. 

Sailed a third time to Africa from Grenada, as 
Captain of the Molly, about rrotons. ‘Touched at 
America, there took in the cargo with which flaves 
were to be purchafed. Proceeded to the Gold 
Coaft, where he thinks took on board 106 flaves. 
Had twelve or thirteen failors. Was about twelve 
months on the Gold Coaft, and.near it. ‘The voy- 
age was unfortunate to failors and flaves. Of the 
firft, fix or feven died. Of the latter, about one 
half. He attributes this to the following circum- 
ftances. Though near twelve months on the coaft, 
the loft few flaves or feamen ; but his fhip failed very 
badly, and loft fome of her mafts, by which he was 
driven into the Bite of Bonny, a very unhealthy pare 
of the coaft, and was féven months from the Gold 
Coaft to Grenada. During which he was feveral 
times obliged to put into different places for provi- 


fions, and could get but fcanty fupplies. HenceP. 235. 


both whites and negroes were two or three times, 

during the paffage, reduced to a very fhort allow- 
ance. 

Sailed, latter end of 1770, a fourth time to Africa, 

in the brig Ferret, about 70 tons, twelve or thirteen 

I 2 men, 
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men, from London to the River Cameroon. Bought 
105 flaves, which he carried to Grenada. About 
eight months on the coaft, and about two months 
from thence to the Weft-Indies. Crew and flaves in 
general pretty healthy; loft two or three of the firft, 
four or five of the latter. 

Sailed a fifth time to the coaft of Africa, in De- 
cember 1771, from. London, in the Surrey, of 180 
tons, 26 failors, to the River Cameroon.  Staid 
there fix months. Tookin 255 flaves, Had a pal- 
fage of eight weeks to Grenada. Crew and flaves 
in general healthy. Loft ten flaves. 

In the River Cameroon (more unhealthy to Euro- 


peans than the open coaft) himfelf, officers, and moft - 


of his crew were fick. Loft there the furgeon and 
three feamen. 

His fixth voyage to Africa, early in 1773, in the 
Three Friends, 70 tons, himfelf and crew twelve. 
Remained on the Gold Coaft three months. ‘Took 
in 144 flaves for St. Vincent’s. Loft two failors on 
the coaft, and eight flaves in all. 3 

Sailed a feventh time to Africa, in 1775, from 
London, in the Venus of 150 tons. Crew in all 21 
or 22. Staid on the Gold Coaft fourmonths. Took 
in 321 flaves for Jamaica. Loft in all one or two 
feamen and ten flaves. 

His eighth voyage was in 1776, from London, in 
the Harriet, of 135 tons, eighteen men. Staid on 
the Gold Coaft between three and four months. 


. Took in 277 flaves, for Jamarca. Loft feven flaves 


in all; none of the crew. 

Has all along, in fpeaking to the mortality of 
flaves, reckoned from the firft man brought on board, 
to the laft man landed in the Weft-Indites. 

Sailed for the ninth and laft time, in November 
1780, from London, in the Cambden, of 335 tons, 
whole crew 65. Bought on the Gold Coatt 580 flaves. 
Stay fix months. Sailed for Jamaica. Loft four 
failors, two. of them by accident, Loft 50 or 5 

| flaves 
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a j 


Ae ® 7 GA. Kine. 
flaves in all, by a-diarrhea on the coat, Some it 
was apprehended had brought the difeafe on board. 

Has ever fince been fettled in London as a mer- 
chant. 

All the veflels in which he failed for Africa (ex- 
cept the two firft) were regular flave fhips. 

{n all the fhips he commanded, or was concerned 
in, is fure they never buried one per cent. of the ne- 
eroes after their arrival in the Weft Indies, and be- 
fore fale. 

Never knew any means ufed by furgeons or others, 
to repel the diforders of flaves before their landing. 

Flad frequent opportunities of being on fhore in 
Africa, and by the natives accounts, flaves become 
fo chiefly for crimes, witchcraft included ; and fome 
few prifoners of war. 

Never heard of wars for the purpofe of eetting 
flaves, nor, that Europeans ever ftirred up ftich. 
Nor ever heard of towns or villages pillaged or de- 
{troyed for this purpofe. 

Never heard of the natives being ftolen, 


except 
from flaves from the inland country. 


Thefe have 


_smentioned .a few being ftolen or taken away ; but 


thinks they preferred telling this ftory, to giving the 
real fact. Water-fide people, had any of them been 
Kidnapped, or improperly detained, would have had 
and getting 
redrefs. 

Free natives are daily on board the thips, with 
whom the flaves have conftant opportunities of con. 
verfing. 

It is ufual for all thips, where he has been, to cive 
‘a week, more commonly a month’s notice, of failing. 


_ Ships generally fail with the land breeze, which is from 


early in the morning, until nine or ten o’clock. 
In the fhips in which he failed, or has been gene- 


rally concerned, one half the crew confitted of cap- 
tain, officers and feamen; the other half of landmen, p, 240. 
and of men, who may have been one or two voyages, 


and boys, 
As 
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1789. As far as he knows, thinks this the ufual propor- 
—v~ tion in flave fhips. 

A certain proportion of flaves provifions is always 
aes carried from England ; becaufe the Gold Coaft does 
Dae! not furnifh enough, fometimes, though not fre- 
i quently, none atall is to be got there. Befides, the 
aii flaves prefer a change of food, which confifts chiefly 
ie of fplit beans, a little rice; has known wheat, but 
a that is now laid afide. Beans are very wholefome, 

id and preferred by the Gold Coaft negroes to Indian 
Pca corn, their native food. When he went firft to Africa, 
Pats inftead of beans, at leaft two-thirds white peafe were 

Hint carried ; the furgeons afterwards advifed an equal 

quantity of both. But neither did this agree with the 
negroes fo well as beans given alone, therefore mer- 
P.'241.chants now fend out only tick beans (a fpecies of © 
Windfor beans as he is told) kiln dried, fplit and fhel- 7 

Hat . led. Never carried or fent, nor ever faw orheardof, | 
ae horfe beans being fent to Africa for the negroes. 

mi The beans fent are frequently eaten bythe whites. © 

ad In a well regulated fhip, every poffible attention 
ee is paid to the flaves on the paffage, as alfo to the 
an dreffing and quantity of their diet, which he thinks 
ae was more comfortable than in their own country ; 
| better feafoned, better dreffed, and ferved in cleaner 
iis veffels.. Great attention is paid to the health of the 
na flaves on board. Early every morning, inquiry is 
a made, if they have any complaints; and again after 
| breakfaft, it is the duty of the furgeon to examine 
carefully every flave on board, It certainly is the 
intereft, and duty of the captain and furgeon, to take 
ae care of the negroes. | 
Rei), P. 242. Has not obferved in the parts of Africa where he - 

i has generally been, any produce, except provifions, 

and of thefe, not fo great a furplus as the thips wifh © 
to have. Could fhips depend on getting a fupply — 
there, they would not carry fo much out with them. 7 

There are no other articles of produce worth no- ~ 
tice. There is fome gold duft, ivory, bees-wax, 7 
gum-copal, 
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gum-copal, bar-wood and cam-wood, but not in 1789. 
quantities, to become a confiderable object of trade. ——~w 


The genius of the people on the Gold Coaft, he 
thinks, equal to extending commerce in any thing 
practicable, but from their indolence, thinks that 
commerce could not be extended among them. 

Does not think a colony could be fettled on the 
Gold Coaft, but by force. 

Befides, the coaft is unfavourable to an extenfive 
commerce, in refpect of rivers, harbours, or landing 
places. ‘The rivers have all bars. There are no 


harbours, bays, or creeks, where even one of ourP. 242 4 


boats can land with fafety on, except two, on that 
part of the Gold Coaft frequented by English thips ; 
and even thofe two, are very unfafe, except in fine 
weather. Believes, that under the Dutch fettlements, 
there are one or two places of the fame defcription, 
where a boat may land. 

Whilft he frequented the coaft, the Dutch, French 
Portuguefe, and by chance a Danith fhip traded 
there. 

The French have exceedingly increafed their trade 
to Africa the laft four years; this he has learnt from 
Frenchmen, both here and in France, and from his 
correfpondence with French houfes. 

Before the late war, the Americans carried ona 
confiderable trade, chiefly from Rhode-Ifland and 
New-Providence, to Africa, which was totally given 
up in the war, but is revived fince the peace, and he 
believes carried to rather a greater extent than be- 
fore. 


Thinks, if the flave trade fhould be abolifhed inP. 244, 


Great-Britain, the fame number of flaves would be 

_ bought among the other nations. 

_-_ Is of opinion, that the treatment of flaves on board 

Englith thips, is preferable to that of any other na- 

tioa. 

_. Has touched at different parts of the Windward 
Coaft, in his way to the Gold Coaft, and fo far as he 

| obferved, 
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obferved, flaves are procured in the fame way there, 
and on the River Caineroon, as on the Gold Coaft. 

The foil on the river can produce whatever the 
climate will admit; but they only cultivate provi- 
fions, and fome little fruits and vegetables; no 
grain. 

It never was his practice, nor that of any fhips in 
which he was, or is concerned, or has known, to 
compel the failors to take their difcharge in the 
Weft-Indies. It is not their intereft fo to do. 
Though they have, when they arrive in the Weft 
Indies, fome few men more than ablolutely necei- 
fary to navigate the fhips home; yet the additional 
charge of getting three men in the Weft Indies, in 
lieu of nine men difcharged, would be nearly, if not 
quite, equal to the expence of bringing the nine 
men home, (vide the Minutes for his explanation.) 

It is cuftomary for failors to defert from African 
fhips in the Weft Indies. Attributes it to their re- 
ceiving half their pay at the felling; their getting on 
fhore, and intoxicated; and often getting higher 
wages for the run home, in other fhips. 

Never knew a captain of an African fhip, ufe his 
men ill to make them run away in the Weft Indies ; 
it was ever his wifh to preferve them as much as he 


could, knowing the additional expence, and fome- @ 


times difficulty, of getting others at any rate. Be- 
lieves it isnot very common for failors to go feveral 
voyages in the fame fhip, with the fame captain, in 
the flave trade: at the fame time his houfe have had 

the fame feamen go many voyages in their employ. 
His opinion of the probable confequences of abo- 
lifhing the flave trade from this country only, is, 
that as many negroes would be exported from Africa 
as now. Refpecting the Weft India iflands, con- 
cludes, they would be very materially affected by & 
lofing that moft valuable branch of the trade, the J 
exportation to foreigners, of a large proportion of | 
the negroes imported in Britifh fhips, which are paid 
for generally in fpecie, or in Weft India produce. 4 
Formerly, 
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Formerly, on the Gold Coaft, more than one-third 1789. 
females was procurable. For the laft two years, be- “~~ 
lieves every poffible encouragement has been givenP. 247. 
for females, but now they cannot obtain more than 
one-fourth generally; and by the laft accounts, the 
price given for prime females, exceeded by fs a 
head, what is generally given for men. Cannot ac- 
count fufficiently for this fcarcity. Polygamy being 
tolerated in Africa, believes many prime young fe- 
males are kept as wives in the countries they pafs 
through. 

On the Gold Coaft, more has been given by 4os. 
per head for males than females; but to get more of 
the latter, they have offered an advanced price. 

One houfe in London has fent goods to the amount 
of £.100,000 in a year to Africa, including the value 
of their fhips. Has been told of houfes in Liver- 
pool that fend more. 

Believes, that the voyages in which he commanded 
flave fhips, in 1770, 1771; 1773, 1775, 1776, 1780, 
were all attended witha certain profit. 

Has heard of the locked jaw in Africa, but it is P. 2 8, 
not common there. Does not recollect ever having 
| had a flave ill of that diforder on board. 
| The natives on the Gold Coaft raife a few yams 
at one or two places; very few {weet potatoes; no 


rice ; no wheat. | i" tag peda 
The difference in price between peafe and fuch i ates oe Sat 
beans as are carried out to feed the flaves, is very little. RAGA cee 
; : Rs ear care 
_. Thinks that the beans may in common be rather fi Mags ee a 


cheaper. Should think the peafe as heavy asthe 
beans per bubhel. 
The cuftomary allowance in quantity to the flaves, 
was exactly the fame of either. 
‘The land towards the fea on the Gold Coaft isP. 249. 
generally low and rocky, but rifes as you go inland. 
Some of it in the back country, within view, is 
mountainous. 
K Impoffible 
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Impoffible to {peak generally to the depth of wa- 
ter within 100 yards of the beach. At the landing 
places, 100 yards from the fhore it may be fix to 
eight feet; in other places it is not deeper near a 
mile off. At a medium the fea breaks 300 yards 
from the fhore: there are feafons, and particular 
days in thofe feafons, when the fea is {moother, and 
may not break 20 yards from the fhore. At other 
feafons the fea breaks in fix fathom water; and in 
general the fea is worfe near the full and change of 
the moon. 

No tide can be perceived in fhips at anchor. On 
fhore thinks there may be a rife of at moft three 
Teet, 

Such Guinéa feamen as have wives and families, 
or dependents, the owners pay from 10s. to 15s. per 
month out of their wages to fuch relations; and 
continue their allowance to their return, death or 
defertion of the feaman. 

Thinks a feaman caufelefsly difcharged, againft 
his confent in the Weft Indies, may, on his return, 
profecute the mafter for full wages till the fhip ar- 
rives in England; and knows that fuch profecutions 
have taken place here ; when the feaman recover his 
wages, but does not recollect that he received any 
thing for his paflage home, though that might have 
happened and efcaped his knowledge. 

Has given the tonnage of the fix laft veffels in 
which he traded for flaves, according to the old re- 
gilter, as near as he could recollect: that of the lait 
fhip was what fhe afterwards meafured. 

He taid upon the table a fample of the faid beans, 
with a note from the perfon who furnifhed. the 
fample, and who had always fupplied him when in 
the African trade. The note was read, and is as 
follows :— 

“ Mr. Stray fays, thefe ‘are the only fort of beans 
“© that are fent to Africa, they are called tick-beans ; 
«* they are alfo fent to the Weft Indies for Badia 
6¢ or 
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«¢ for the pegroes. If eat when green, they are equal 1789. 
« to the garden beans produced at this time of the -~~ 


“© year. Horfe-beans are a different fort, and not 
« ufed for flaves provifions. Mr. Stray alfo fays, 
«¢ he does not know that the tick-beans are ufed 
«for any other purpofe than for exportation to 
“ Africa and the Welt Indies.” 

Knows that the trade of the French to Africa is 
confiderably increafed in thefe two years, and is now 
increafing. ‘They grant confiderabie bounties, to the 
fhips fitted from France for that trade; and alfo fo much 
a head upon negroes imported into their iflands. Be- 
lieves there are only two or three places in St. Do- 
mingo where no bounty is given on negroes; in all 
their other iflands a bounty is allowed. 

The idea of abolifhing the flave-trade in this coun- 
try has undoubtedly given additional vigour to the 
French African trade; and many adventurers in the 
the French trade, anxioufly watch the bufinefs now 
before this Houle. 

Does not know the prices of horfe and tick-beans; 
nor, that when horfe-beans fell from 21s. to 22s. 6d. 
tick-beans are from 19s. to 21s. Knows that tick- 


beans, at leaft the beans laid on the table, have never P, 262, 


been bought here for lefs than 34s. per quarter in the © 
la(t five years; have been at 48s. and bought by 
his houfe at 52s. in that time; he would be under- 
ftood to fpeak to the price of thefe beans in the {tate 
in which they are put on board, What price they 
may be fold at before they are kiln-dried, {plit, and 
fhelled, he does not know. | 

Imagines, that a Weft India fhip of 200 tons 
ufually employs 14 feamen. The number for a 
flave thip of the fame burthen mutt depend greatly on 
the part of Africa fhe is bound to. To the river 
Cameroon he thinks 30. | 

Does not think fuch a veffel on her return from 
the Weft Indies to London could be coveniently 
navigated by 14, out of fuch a crew as~an African 
fhip carries, 
Ki} 2 Such 


Kine. 
1789. Such a veffel when light, might be fafely navi- 
ter cated by eight or ten able feamen, and four or five 
landmen, or lefs. 

P. 253. ‘Their houfe had a fhip which went from England 
to lie fome time at Anamaboe, to buy flaves; fome 
part of which were difpofed of in two or three other 
veflels. She lay there 15 or 16 months; had, when 
fhe went out, a crew of 35 or 36, of which has been 
told by her commander fhe loft four only. 

Has known crews‘of flave fhips cut off while the 
vefiels lay in rivers by the natives, and at fea by 
the flaves. 

Believes in well regulated fhips the flaves are gene- 

P. 254.rally fatisfied; but there are nations whofe priefts 
induce them to make thofe attempts, in expecting to 
get the {hip to fome fhore, where they may forma 
community of their own. Other nations have an 
idea, that the whites buy them to kill and eat them. 
They are fometimes a good while on board before 
they are quite reconciled. Slaves fold for crimes 
from near the fhore, are for a time difcontented at 
feparation from their friends and families; particu- 
larly while they lie near the fhore, and fometimes 
attempt to cut off the fhip’s crew, and by chance 
fucceed, : 

Is himfelf now concerned in the “ave-trade. 

Very few fhips have been run away with by the 

 P.255. flaves, and thofe only from Gambia, and its vi- 
cinity, they having deftroyed the whites except one 
or two, kept to navigate the fhip to the neareft land. 
Thinks, he recolleéts one inftance of their having 
got back to their coaft ; and another, of a fhip being 
met with at fea, and taken poffeffion of. 

A part of the men flaves only are fettered on 
board. Out of s00 from the Gold Coaft 120 or 
125 may be women and girls; of the males, at leaft 
10O or 125 are from the age of 15 downwards; and 
are never put in irons; and of the reft, a certain pro- 
portion, from the molt interiour parts of Africa, who 
are quiet, are never put in irons; fo that of 500, he 

| eftimates, 
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eftimates, not above 200, 230, or 250, would be in 1789. 
fetters at once; and in the latter part of the paflage, —\w 


not near fomany. ‘They are generally chained two 
and two together, the right leg of the one to the 
left leg of the other. Some of the moft refolute are 
chained by the hand alfo; the bolt of the fetters is 
about 14 or 15 inches long; the fpace between the 
two fhackles about fix; but they vary in proportion 
to the ftrength and fize of the men. The weight 
of the leo fetters fhackle and bolt may be from 2 to 
3 Ib. Are fettered thus night. and day. 


The largeft proportion he ever had on board wasp, 


rather better than two flaves to a ton, who certainly 
had room to lie on their backs. 

On Gold Coaft he, and he believes others, laid in 
from 45 to 50 gallons for every white and black on 
board. From the river Cameroon rather more, the 


aflage from thence rather the lonoeft and more un- 
oD oD 


certain. ‘The ufual paflage is from feven to nine 
weeks, and the calculation is made for go days, at 
half a gallon per day. Provifions alfo for go days; 
and for fome time after the fhip fails, care is taken 
not far to exceed that allowance; but, when they 
get into the S. E. trade-winds, when they can cal- 
culate pretty nearly the reft of the paflage, they have 
generally as much water and provifions as they 
choofe. 

In fome flave fhips from London, a ftill-head and 
worm is fixed to the flave’s boiler to procure more 
water. When he mentions the eftimate of half a 


gallon of water, that uted for boiling, &c. was in- 
cluded, 


Witnefs examined—Atexanper Anperson, Efq. 


256, 


Is a merchant in partnerfhip with his brother, fourP. 258. 


or five years proprietors of Bance Ifland, in S. Leone. 
They have in that time, fhipped feveral cargoes of 
flaves 
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flaves for the Weft Indies and S. Carolina. The ave- 
rage mortality from failing to arrival at the port of 
delivery, has been about 1% per cent. and about 13 
per cent. more, between arrival and fale, a fpace, at 
an average, about ten days. 

They put on board, for the negroes, provifions 
confidered fufficient, with the addition of rice, which 
the captains might get on the coaft. Wine was alfo 
fapplied for the fick flaves, and plenty of medicine. 

They have attempted to buy ivory and camwood, 
the only produce in that part fit for a European 
market; and, to encourage their agent to procure 
thefe articles, have allowed him a commiffion about 
three to one more than for buying flaves; yet not 
more than 120 tons of camwood. in ayear, and about 
three or four tons of ivory has been obtained. ! 

A ftatement from the books, bills of lading, and 
letters of the houfe, of the average mortality of the 
flaves, was delivered in at the table, and read; and 
is inferted p. 260 of the Minutes at large, By that 
ftatement it appears, that of 1318 flaves fhipped, not 
one three-fourths per cent. died on the paffage, and 
not one 1-fourth per cent. died between arrivals and 
fales ; in all not three per cent. died. 

The houfe keeps confiderable ftores on the ifland, 


and’factories, with goods on other parts of the coaft. | 


They have an agent and feveral clerks on the 
ifland to buy flaves, camwood, and ivory, loading 
their fhips with thofe goods; and when their own fhips 
are not on the coaft, chartering others. The peope 
on the ifland are altogether dependant on them. 

The houfe had‘an intention of fettling a cotton 
plantation in the neighbourhood, but were diffuaded 
ffom it by their friends, who knew the impofiibility 
of making the Africans labour, otherwife is certain 
from the lands and flaves they had, they muft have @ 
made a good plantation. Has heard, that Mr. R. @ 
Ofwald, proprietor of the ifland for 20 or 30 years | 
before they bought it, in 7785, had often regretted. 
that he could not make the people labour; and, in J 

1783, a 
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1783, he directed one of his captains to offer a pre- 


mium to the natives for indigo and cotton, and that —ww 


the flaves refiding at Bance Ifland (Mr. Ofwald’s or- 
der produced, fee p, 283) might be employed in 
raifing rice, but without effect. | 

A letter produced concerning a fettlement at the 
mouth of the river S. Leone, of free neeroes from this 
country. Their conduct, and a great mortality among 
them (fee p. 271 to 278) Minutes at large. 

A. fecond letter produced (fee p. 279) Minutes at 
large. 


The three voyages by the fnow Mary in 178¢,P, 279s 


1796, 1787, and the two of the fhip Concord in 
1787 and 1788, referred to in the ftatement given in, 
he confidered as profitable. 


Has no other account of voyages for flaves, be-P. 281. 


fides thofe delivered in. 


The flaves are brought to the factories of theP. 282. 


houfe, and a valuable confideration paid for them 
by their agent. 

The flaves on Bance Ifland, called Grumettas, are 
generally good fervants, though there are fometignes 
complaints again{ft them. 


Witnefs examined—Captain Jacos Loran. 


Has been 20 years mafter in the Weft India trade. P, oS2. 


Made 50 voyages in that time, reckoning out and 
home as two. , 

In/St. Kitts, there is an act againft leaving failors 
on fhore. The matter, with one fecurity, enters into 
a bond of £2000 currency, that he will carry off the 
dailors he brought with him. ‘This law extends to 
fhips coming from other places, as well as Great 
Britain, Yet he could not prevent his failors from 
deferting in the Weft Indies. Has been often obli- 


ged to hire others to bring his fhip home. Did notP. 264. 


know from what veflels they came. Some from 
‘ merchantmen, 


79 


1789. 
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1789. merchantmen, fome from Guineamen. Has had 

tey— four, five, or fix from Guineamen at atime. The 
failors in the African trade look on the Weft Indies 
as a fecond port of delivery, where many of them in- 
fift on their difcharge. They go into Weft India 
fhips which want hands, where they generally get 
more for the run home, than they would get by their 
months wages in the fhip, African or other, they 
were in. Greater wages for the run home, is moft 
certainly the reafon, why failors belonging to African 
fhips, with to go into Weft India fhips. 

Has known, in war, from 25 to 30 guineas, and as 
many gallons of rum, per man, given for the ‘run 
home. In peace, from 7 to 10 guineas, according 

P. 265.to circumftances; and generally they agree for a gal- 
lon of rum for every guinea, In 1775, at Dominica, 
in the fhip Amherft, he engaged four by the run, and 
gave 8 guineas and 8 gallons of rum; but though 
he ftill commands a fhip, he knows of no fuch thing 
in the prefent peace. That in every trade he has 
been in, feamen are engaged for the voyage out and 
home; but, upon getting to the Weft Indies, they 
generally go on fhore, get drunk, and the firft cap- 
tain who wants men, if he advance them a little 
money to pay their debt, will get them to go by the 
run. Thofe in the Weft India trade are not paid 
half wages there, nor are entitled to any, until a 
month after their return to the Thames. Seamen 
defert in the Weft Indies, both from African and 
Weft India fhips; can make*no diftinétion. Has 
known the fecurity, in fuch a bond as he has men- 
tioned, threatened; and has feen a fecurity pay for | 
a matter {40 foraman left. Seamen deferting from 
Weft India fhips, in the Weft Indies, by the articles 
they fign, forfeit all their wages if 

Seamen happened to be fcarce when he was at 
Dominica, and fhipped thofe people, though it was 
not wholly owing to that, that he paid fo much; 
for when he fees a good hearty fellow that he can 
truftin a gale of wind, he always gives him a guinea 

or 
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Never fold fpirits, tobacco, or cloths to the feamen 
n his life. | 
Sailors often leave their fhips in the Weft Indies. 
-new an inftance about four months ago, where all 
ne failors but one deferted; not know the caufe. 

as never profecuted on his bond for failors lefe 
ehind, but has an account of a negro unintentio- 
ally carried off, whofe value, £98 he was afterwards 
bliged to pay. 


ig by defertion, though the articles ftipulare that 
ne wages fhall go to them. When a feaman runs 
way, he generally applies toa lawyer, and the at is 
ver-ruled generally. What is given to a failor for 
ve run home, is generally a good deal more than 
he amount of wages due to him who deferts; hence 
is a heavy charge upon the fhip to have their men 


un away. Does not know what becomes of the 
orfetted wages, 


ronger handed than they go out, _ 

The crew of a Weit India thip have their river 
ay, and in general a month’s advance, on leaving 
pravefend ; and notes left with feveral of their wives, 
pr fo much a month till the fhip’s return. All 
yhich, in general, amounts to more than the wages 
ue to the feaman at his defertion; hence it is cer- 
ninly for the owner’s intereft, that the fame people 
yho go out in his fhip, fhould-return. 
| Ships of equal tonnage, by regifter, very much 
iffer in real tonnage. Suppofe two thips of 300 
pns each, carpenter’s or regifter tonnage, one nine 
eet depth of hold, the other twelve, the latter would 
ertainly carry moft. 


L, . was 


Sr 


' two more, than to aman he could not truft. Be- 1789. 
eves one or two of his failors came out of a Guinea =~ 
ip. Has employed men out of the King’s fhips. P. 267. 


He never knew the owner or captain get a farth-P. 268, 


| We India fhips defire in general to come homeP. 269. 


Does not wel] know the conftruGion of Aftican P. 270. 
Hips. Eas fometimes beenon boardthem. Never) 
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1789. was inthe trade. Believes they are in general thai 


tev built, for failing. The Welt India fhips are bul 
for burthen, full, 


Witnefs examined—Captain Joun Man. 


Se P. 284. Captain of the Grenville Bay, Wett Indiama 
a Ffas been nearly 20 vears in the trade. About 14 
ie years to Grenada, and 4 to Jamaica. | 

uae Is not, nor ever was, at all concerned in the Afr 
can trade. 

It is the law or practice, in Grenada and Jamaiog 
ey | to compel the captains of Weft India fhips, to carr 
| back all the failors they carried out. i 


It is in general very much an object to the failors 
to get difcharged from their fhips in the Weft In 
dies, that they may get home by the run. i 
mi Has always underttood, but not from his own 
i Miphledes that the Weft Indies was confidered aj 
P. 285, the (eécnn port of delivery in the African trade. i 
Ye It is common for failors to demand their difcharge 
at the fecond port of delivery. | 
In war, the pay they get for the run home, i 
ni! ~ more than their wages would have been, had the ! 
ii continued with the *thip they came out in; but if 
a peace it feldom is fo much, 4 
iL Has known them paid for the run home, in war, 
ipa from 10 to 18 guineas, and fometimes from 25 to 
hae 30 guineas ; and generally a gallon of rum for evel 
guinea. 
Fias shipped failors in the Weft Indies, which have, 
defired, againft the mafter’s with, to be difcharg i 
from African thips. 
When the thip 1s entered at the Cuftom Hoult 
Grenada, the mafter muft enter his mufter-roll, an 
P, 286, with a furety, fign a bond, each a £1000 penalty, j 
that a fingle man 1 thall not be difcharged. Yet fat 
lors very “often get away in war; the temptation of 
going by the run in the Weft Indies, may mak 
them del fert; but believes this has little or no ofc 
in peace. 


End of Number I, 
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Witnefs Examined—James FRAzeErR, 
1790. 


Has been 20 years in the African flave trade— Part II. 
went out firft as fecond mate, afterwards as chief “—:-— 
mate, till 1772, when he became commander. * Oe 

Has made (from Briftol) 4 voyages to the coat of p_ 4. 
Angola, 1 to New Calabar, 5 to Bonny, 1 to the 
windward and gold coait—a part of a voyage to the 
windward coaft, where he was captured — another 
voyage to the windward coaft, drove from thence by 
aman of war—went to Angola, where, having pur- 
chafed half her cargo, returned and completed it 
upon the windward coaft. 

In his firft and fecond voyages as matter, to An- 
gola, he refided on fhore on Melimba hill—3 months 
the firft, and in the fecond voyage 7 months. 

The government is monarchical at Melimba, Ca- 
benda, Loango, and at different other places he has 
heard—each of which are governed by diftinét mo- 
narchs—whofe authority, however, is frequently op- 
pofed by the principal officers. 

Numb, 2. A Thete 


ea ae 


1790. wie 
Part I]. they punifh fometimes by mutilation, but com- 


\—--—’ monly adjudge the convict to be fold. (P. 6.) 


FRAZER. 


AFRICA. 


Thefe officers have the power of life and death— 


When fentence is pafled, the perfon in whofe fa- 
vour it is given is generally obliged to put it in exe- 
cution ; and when he cannot, he has often no other 
redrefs. In fome cafes the convict is fined—the fine 
going to the judge: 

Vatials flying from one diftrict, to put themfelves 
under the protection of a mafler in another, often 
occafion petty wars—private feuds between particu- 
lar families, continued from father to fon, are ano- 
ther fource of war. Many other caufes provoke war 
between the principal men of the country, which the 
king has not power always to controul. 

Lhe number of freemen in the country is propor- 
tionally {mall—many find it unfafe to be free—and 
for protection, become voluntary vaffals, or flaves, to 
a great man. 7 

There are a certain defcription of flaves, who, by 
the laws of the country, cannot be fent out of it; 
but may be transferred from one matter to another, 
within the country. | 

The crimes cognizable by thefe judges are :— 
Blood drawn in any quarrel—abufe of men in power, 
by curfing in a mode peculiarly offenfive in that 
country—adultery—poifoning and witchcraft ; in the 
latter cafe, after a fummary examination—the ac- 
cufed fometimes farther tried by ordeal, taking pills 
and a drink, adminiftered by the Feticke doctor— 
The doctor, it is fuppofed, according as he is paid, fo 
compofing thofe pills, as to have a favourable or 
unfavourable effect—if the accufed is found culty, 
the magiftrate pronounces fentence—to be fold, or put 
to death, if the convict is of the lower or middling 
rank ; and a heavy fine upon fuch as they cannot 
compel to undergo the trial perfonally, but who do it 
by deputy, and who are too powerful to he reduced 
to flavery. Having acquired -their language in a 

: reat 
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great meafure, he has fometimes attended one of 


thefe trials for 12 hours. Part IT. 
The families of the perfons fold become the flaves ~~—~4 


of the accufer. The fines are paid, either in flaves, a aye 


common medium of payment in purchafes of large 
value, or in goods, or in the proper money of the 
country (which is a grafs cloth). 


Has underftood, that debts of long ftanding have, P. 8. 


by order of the magiltrate, been adjudged to be paid 
feven fold, agreeable to cullom. 

Debtors unable to pay are liable firft to have their 
flaves feized—then their children—their women next 
—and laftly themfelves, 1 the debt fill remains un- 
fatisfied, | 

Cannot {peak to his own knowledge of any human 
facrifices in this part of Africa. 

The national productions of Angola are, caffada, 
calavances, plantanes, bananas, a few yams, a few 
fweet potatoes, pumpkins, water melons, Indian 
corn, tobacco, and, though he never {aw any, there 
muft be fome cotton, as they make a fort of cloths 
like what are made in the Portuguefe iflands, but of 
no value in trade—having been long abfent from that 


country, cannot particularize any other articles. 


A little tobacco is produced on the banks of the 
river Ambris (after being fertilized by the inundation 
in the rainy feafons) with very little labour. 

Has heard of partial famines in that country, and 
felt the effects of them fometimes—in not being able 
to purchafe fufficient country provifions for the flaves 


—thefe may be occafioned by a failure in the rainy Pp, 


feafons, but oftener by the indolence of the natives ; 
and, perhaps, by the im poffibility of preventing their 
crops from being ftolen, The people are protefled 
thieves. 

Every article of cultivation in that country has been 
by the women. 

Europeans, trading on_ the coaft of Angola for 
flaves, have factories on fhore at Melimba, Cabenda, 
and Loango—to which the people from the interior 

j A 2 parts 
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1790. parts bring down flaves, a journey of one, two, and 
Part II. fometimes three months—thofe they barter for eoods, 
“—--—— and fometimes return with freth flaves in a month*or 

fix weeks, : 

Thofe brought for fale to thofe fa€ories are com: 
a monly of three nations—the Majumbas, fuppofed to 
aie come from a tract of land fituated from the equi- 
Ve: noxial line, to the latitude of 3 or 4 degrees fouth 
Pe —the Congoes, from the kingdom of Congo, fup- 
Ce pofed to extend from sz to 7 degrees fouth—the 
| | Madungoes, from the interior part of the country, 
and are a long time in*comine down to the coa{ ; 
ail they are fuppofed to be Cauibals, and, when the 
ae queftion has been put to them, if they eat one ano- 
a ther in their country, they owned it, faying it wasthe | 
Ae {weetelt flefh they knew-~Of the the Madungoes, few i) 

| a are brought for fale. : 
| <a As to the Congoes and Majumbas, he generally 

- ae underftood that the black traders bought them in the 

hae country ; and fometimes they were brought down for 
: P. 10 fale by the original proprietors. The number fram 
ait thofe two countries are nearly equal, with this dif- 
ference, that when a war fubfifts in either country, — 
ae there are feldom any flaves brought from the country 
ae at war. Eicher from the attention of the natives be- 
aia ing by that means diverted from every other object, 
a : or that the merchants find it dangerous to travel 
Pe through the country at the time, war is carried on by 
bea ambuth and furprife, rather than by pitched battle 
anil P. 11. in the open field. 
oa The captives thus made, are fold, and he has had 
te their friends come and redeem fuch as he had bought 
fome weeks after. Numbers of flaves are obtained 
in this way, though but few fold to him; and the 
proportion of fuch fold to Europeans, {mall upon the 
whole, compared to what there may be, upon fome 
other parts of the coaft. | 


a a Le oe 


Thinks the greater part fold at Angola were born 7 | 
flaves, becaufe they appear generally cheerful and =~ 
contented, and feldom exprefs any refentment againft 


thofe 
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thofe who fold them. Some Congo princes fold him 14 


go. 


fome of their own flaves—and one of them in parti- Part II. 
cular fold him one of his wives (p. 10.)—-People of —.— 


Angola have as many wives as they can afford.— 


There may be a greater proportion of convicts among - 


the flaves fold there than can poffibly be known, as 
they all fay they were honeft, and knew not for what 
they were feld. Does not know of any flaves ob- 
tained by Europeans, by force or fraud. He has 
been applied to by fome principal men of the coun- 
try to affift in feizing as a flave, a perfon who, they 
faid, was condemned for crimes, and had armed 
himfelf in defence—but he had always refufed. Be- 
lieves (though he has not known any) that cafes have 
happened among‘the natives of kidnapping each other 
—the offender, in fuch cafe, if difcovered, would be 
feverely punifhed, as well by the friends of the perfon 
ftolen, as by the fovereign of the country, (p. 9.) 
The black traders come to the forts attended by fome 
of the people on the coaft as brokers. They examine 
minutely the goods that are offered them, and if fatis- 
fied with the quantity and quality, the bargain 1s 
completed. In cafes where the aflortment of goods 
has not pleafed them, or where the flaves have been 


12. 


refufed by the Europeans—has known them fella few Pp, 13. 


to the people on the coaft, at very low prices, and 
carry the reft back—has feen them fometimes beat and 
threaten the refufe flaves, who appeared always anxious 
to be fold with the reft. Thofe of them who were 
young did not feem to be under the fame apprehen- 
fions as the old; from whence he concluded the latter 
to be criminals, under fear of fome fort of punifhment. 

Ships ufually give long notice on the coaft of their 
intention to fail—the notice given, 1s loofing the fore- 
tops fail at fun rifing, and firing a gun.—Suppofes 
this notice 1s underftood even by the flaves on board, 
as well as by the natives—the flaves appear gene- 
rally impatient to leave the coaft—The hour of fail- 
ing, is indifferently in the day or night, as the wind 
ferves, | | 
ae Thinks 
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1790. Thinks there is a trade-in flaves carried on be= 

Part I], tween Angola and the eaftern parts of Africa. 

ws—  Confiders the practice of taking Pawns as a very 

P. 14. bad one—it prevails at Angola, the windward ccaft, 
and believes at other places—but feldom at Bonny. 
People will pawn their flaves, children, or other rela- 

Hs tions, to procure goods—fome of the great men, will, 

oe ae perhaps, ina fit of paffion, order fome of their friends 

a to be fold—thofe who are obliged to put this order in 

aa P. re, execution, will fometimes deliver the perfon: as a 

re pawn, taking his value in return—puiting it thus 

Re in the power of the mafter to redeem the pawn, 

| Captains of {hips are foinetimes detained 2 or 3 days 

after they are ready to fail, waiting for the redemp- 
tion of the pawns left with them—which, when the 
friends are unable to do, they will borrow flaves for 

et that purpofe from another veffel that is to remain a 

nt longer time upon the coaft, and pawn them anew— 

By has known epidemical diftempers conveyed by this 

ti means from fhip to fhip, to the deftru@tion of many 
flaves. Pawns are always confidered as flaves until 
redeemed, and when their friends refufe or are unable 
ile _ to redeem them, they are carried off and fold—has 

i fometimes been defired by pawns to carry them 

ua | away, rdther than they fhould be fhifted from (hip to 

cd fhip upon the coaft. 
i P. 16. Ufed to be dayly on fhore for 2 or 3 months at a 
time, in each of his 5 voyagés to Bonny, has ac- 
| quired a general knowledge of the government of 
as the country~—has heard there are 17 towns dependent 
ial on Bonny, fome of which he knows—there are at 

Bonny a certain number of, people who are fuppofed 

i to have an equal right to be at the head of the go- 

an vernment, — As it derives its confequence from com- 

i merce, maiters of fhips have upon the death of a 
king, a great influence in appointing his fucceffor. 

P. 17. There are 9 parliament men, who with the king 
and a number of principal people of the towns make 
laws for the time—but at prefent the king, influ- 
enced by the priefts, directs every thing, The greater 

part 
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part of the inhabitants of Bonny are flaves——but as 


1 4 ; ° 
the fafety of the town depends upon the exertions of Part If. 
the whole—many of the flaves fcarce know them- -\— 


felves fuch, until by committing fome offences they 
fubjec&t themfelves to punifhment—or to be fold. 

A certain number of the inhabitants are univer- 
fally acknowledged to be free—there are alfo a num- 
ber of flaves, who themfelves poffefs 40, 50, or 
more flaves, and are allowed by their mafters to 
earry on trade as freemen. Slaves purchafed from 
the interior part of the country may be fold at the 
will of their’mafter—but thofe born in the town can- 
not be fold out of it, but unlefs found guilty of cer- 
tain crimes. Jr is generally fuppofed the matfter, 
from his own intereft, will not falfely accufe his 
flaves. 


a tribunal of freemen, parliament men, and priefts; 
if convicted, he undergoes punifhment, which is ge- 
nerally arbitrary; cannot {peak particularly to the 
crimes thus tried; fome of them are, poifoning, 
formerly much practifed at Bonny, but rarely now ; 
a freeman convicted of this was to be put to death, 
and buried under ground—a flave thrown alive to 
the fharks — adultery and witchcraft are alfo tried 
before this tribunal—knows not if theft is — believes 
it is punifhed, in a freeman, by fine—in a flave, at 
the will of his mafter. For fome crimes the convict 
is adjudged to be fold; but not out of the country, 
except in particular cafes. | 

Slaves at Bonny generally procured by people that 
live inthe Up Country. If there are wars, they go 
in their war canoes to the places in the Up Country 
where the fairs are held. The old or unfaleable 
are fent back by the Bonny canoes, together with the 
goods received for fuch as had been fold. 

Has known no inftances of white traders poffefs- 
ing themfelves of Slaves by fraud or force; detection 
in fuch an attempt would be attended perhaps with 


1 traders 


Freemen charged with crimes, are brought before p, 1g, 


deftru€tion, if not with a heavy fine—the black 
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1790. traders do fometimes arreft men for debts real or pre- 
Part IJ. tended, and obtain a judgment allowing them to {ell 
—~ fuch perfons for flaves. 


Pio 7% 


Pig3: 


At Bonny there are generally two prices current for 
flaves—the thips preparing to fail paying higher than 
thofe newly arrived. The price is fettled by the king, 
the factors, and a captain —,When the king breaks, 
Or opens trade with the fhip, the affortment of the 
cargo is fufficiently known to all the traders—the 
captain ufually goes on fhore to view the flaves in the 
traders’ houfes—at night—if any then taken on 
board are found faulty, they are returned early next 
morning. ‘The trader comes on board when he thinks 


Proper, for payment—and then, not before, he and 


his people examine the goods very minutely. 

Never knew an inftance of (hips leaving the river 
Bonny, without giving previous notice, although not 
neceflary there. 

There are many circumftances by which all the 
people in Bonny are fufficiently warned of the {hips 
being ready to depart. 

The mode of carrying on trade at Calabar, does 
not differ effentially from that at Bonny. 

Ube government there is fimilar to that of Bonny 
—the town has been for feveral years patt governed 
by a man whofe condition is that of a flave —his name 
Amachree—he was obliged to fupport his mafter for 
feveral years, though his own wealth gave him power 
over him, and he often flogged him when difpleafed. 

There ts generally a weekly fair at Calabar for 
flaves—they can fell their canoe boys, which the people 
of Bonny are not permitted to do, even though they 
may have been brought from the interior country, 
as they are deemed ufeful to the country ia general. 

Believes there are no natural productions in the 
countries of Bonny and Calabar, which might be- 
come fubjects of exportation—there is a little ivory— 
and a few cotton cloths brought thither from other 
places ; but thefe are too dear, or of too coarfe a qua- 
lity—the kings at both places are obliged to keep a 

certain 


( 
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certain number of teeth, 2 or 3 for each fhip— 1790. 
fometimes they make their {carcity a pretence for Part II. 
non payment—the cloths come from Benin, the Brafs- —-~— 
pan country, &c.—a little palm oil is alfo fometimes 
bought at Calabar and Bonny—but feldom more than 
is wanted for the Slaves provifions. 
Has beenoften on the windward coaft—not in every P. 23. 
art. TB ? 
: The country in general produces rice, Guinea 
corn, caffada, plantains, bananas, limes, pine apples, 
oranges, and fuch other fruits as are to be found in 
the Weft Indies—has bought ivory at moft parts of 
the coaft he frequented, and camwood at one place. 
Ships accuftomed to flave there fend their boats 
along fhore and up rivers; they alfo eftablith facto- 
ries on fhore. 
Knows moft part of the coaft of Africa from Cape p, 94, 
de Verd to Cape Negro. The foundings are for the 
moft part very regular, and the ground favourable for 
anchorage. Refpecting harbours, fays there are 
_ feveral places where he conceives fhips may lye with 
; fafety, viz. Gambia and Sierra Leon, and, perhaps, 
{ome other rivers on the windward coaft. ‘There are 
others at Bonny and Calabar, and believes at Old Ca- 
| Jabar. The current of the Congo is fo rapid that 
fhips cannot at all times get in. At Mount Negro, 
lat. 10 deg. fouth, there is a very deep bay, open, he 
thinks, from fouth weft to north weft. The anchor- 
age good—a good rivulet of frefh water—the coun- 
try, as far as the eye can reach, an arid fand, defti- 
tute of all vegetation. There is fome rifque from 
the bars and fhoals at the entrance of Rivers—but . 
believes that experienced perfons may at all times, 
when the wind permits, go into the river Gambia 
and Sierra Leon. wis. 
On the windward coaft, between the fhoals of St. 
| Anne and Cape Palmar, and from thence down to 
_ the Gold Coaft, knows no place where, in the rainy 
| -feafon, fhips boats can land with fafety. The affift- 
| ance of canoes is at that time neceflary, which are 
Numb. 2. B alfo 
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1790. alfo often overfet and the goods deftroyed—it is 
Part IJ. much the fame at Bonny in the bad feafon; with this 
Vy difference, that the Tornado blows from the fhore on 


the windward coait, but towards the fhore at Bonny ; 
there are fome places fheltered by rocks, where a 
landing may be effected, and boats, acquainted with 
the bars, can go into the rivers, but no veffels that 
draw much water. The currents are fo ftrong and 
the fea fo rough, that no feamen are equal to the la- 
bour of rowing to and from fhore. The fea beats 
more violently on the fhores than he ever faw in any 
other part of the world, at the full and change of 
the moon. 

It is feldom that a fufficiency of provifions can be 


got any where on the coaft, either for the middle 


patiage or while the fhip is trading; believes moft 
Englifh fhips buy what country provifions they can 
get, though generally furnifhed from England witha 
fufficiency for the whole voyage; that intended for 
the negroes confifting of beans, rice, fome ftock fith, 
flour, bread, and beef. 

The flaves while in the hands of the black traders 


for fale, are fed on corn or plantains failing thefe, on 


the root of the caffada. 

The flaves who are natives of the fea coaft, thew a 
reluctance at leaving it and their relations, but the 
number of thofe is very inconfiderable. 

With refpect to the arrangement on board for the 
accommodation of the flaves, and their treatment 
while lying on the coaft and on the middle paflage— 
Says, on the coaft of Angola, they are fo long in 
purchafing the cargo, that the fhip is fit for fea feve- 
ral days before the purchafe is completed. The 
{pace between decks is ufually divided into 3 apart- 
ments—-the fexes are feparated, and the boys have a 
room by themfelves. The Angola flaves being very 


peaceable, are feldom confined in irons —and they 
are allowed to keep below or upon deck, as they 
pleafe—it 1s defirable to have them all day upon 
and engaged in fome exercife — thofe who 
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fleep in the day, difturb others in the night, and if per- 1790. 
mitted to talk then, it adds confiderably to the heatbe- Part If. 
low. Particular attention is paid to keeping the fhips -~~ 
clean between decks, and fome think, (though he 1s _ 
not of the number) that frequent waihing the floors is 
pernicious, from the ‘difficulty of thoroughly drying 
thei. P. 30. 
So foon as the flaves are brought up, a canvas hofe, 
or pipe, is fixed to the head pumps, and conveys the 
water down between decks, which are fcrubbed ufu- 
ally with bricks and fand, then wafhed clean, and 
 fwabbed as dry as poffible. Pans with ftrong fires, 
are placed in different parts, which generally dry be- 
tween decks perfeétly in an hour—but the fires are 
generally kept an hour or two longer-——if the weather 
and time of day permit—tobacco, brimftone, &c. are 
frequently burnt below to fweeten the rooms. Every 
fhip has gratings, and moft have air ports, others have 
different contrivances to admit air. P. 31 
In rainy weather, though not cold, it is thought A ant 
 unfafe to admit them upon deck, when they detire 
it, There are alfo cold fogs and dews which make 
it neceflary fometimes to keep them below ; but they 
are commonly fo fenfible of cold, that no reftraint is 
then neceflary—they feldom complain of heat while 
the air is fweet—they complain often of cold be- 
tween decks —they will often fleep expofed to the 
heat of the fun —a proof they can bear heat better 
than Europeans —they are accumftomed in Africa 
| to have fire in their huts, at once to keep them 
warm, and drive away the Muskitoes — they lye p, 
clofe together, the face of one to the back of another 
—this is alfo a common cuftom among the flaves oa 
board — care is likewife taken to keep them clean in 
their perfons, by wafhing and furnifhing them with 
palm oil, wHen it is to be had, Particular care is 
taken as to their provifions, conforming them as 
near as may be to what they had been ufed to in 
Africa. Plantains, bananas, &c., will not keep at 
fea; but in every voyage he has made to Angola, oF 


to any other country, he had always as much provi- 
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1790. fions as they could eat, and: fufficient wine and fpiri-: 
Part I]. tuous liquors for the ufe of the negroes and fhip’s 
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—y—~ company — when ailing, the furgeon’s orders were, 


and he had free leave, to give them any thing in the 
thip. As good a ftock of freth provifions were laid in 
on the coait as could conveniently be kept on board. 
It is defirable, and is their own with, to make their 
meals upon deck; and, though their food is boiled 
to a confittency to be eat without, a {poon is given to 


each, which, however, they will feldom ule—they 


are generally ro ina mefs—when done eating, they 
are allowed to‘drink as much ufually as they chufe 
—they have regularly 2 meals a day, and almoft al- 
ways a middle meal, of bread, and beef, pork, or 


{tock-fith, 8&c.; fometimes calavances, of which — 


they are in general fond. This middle meal not be- 
ing cuftomary in their own country, they confider 


as an indulgence. The moft humane of the fhip’s. 


company are generally appointed to attend the flaves. 
and ferve their provifions. The chief officers have 
their refpective ftations to attend them. . Their ge- 
neral cheerful difpofition is encouraged — they have 
frequent amufements peculiar to their country—lit- 
tle games with ftones or thells, dancing, jumping, 
and wrefiling—they are neverthelefs apt to quarrel ; 
and it is the character of an African to be impla- 
cable. 

A fum of money is allotted to the furgeon, that 
he may fupply himfelf with the neceilary medicines 
for the voyage: itis his duty, of which he is often 
reminded, to inquire every morning into the ftate of 
health of the flaves. For the fick flaves fome apart- 
mient is allotted where they are leatt likely to be mo- 
lefted. ‘The mafter and officers are interefted in the 
health and fafety of the flaves. Should any die, the 
furgeon lofes his head money, which is a fee of a 
thilling for each flave fold, paid out of the proceeds 
of the cargo; and the captain his commiffion of fo 
much per cent. upon the grofs or nett produce of the 
cargo, according to agreement with his owner. 
Should 
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aid at the average rate of the cargo. The captain 


—fions; but the mode of paying him by a commiffion 
on the proceeds of the cargo in the Weft Indies is 
now moft general, and deemed the moft equitable, 
_as making the owner’s and mafter’s interefts reci- 
_procal. 

_ The climate of the coaft of Angola’ generally 


have a fimilar effect upon the conftitution as in this 
country, and affects natives as well as ftrangers — 


loft any of his crew or flaves there. | 

_ The weather to be met with from thence to the 
Weft Indies depends upon the feafon at leaving the 
coaft, but in general the paflages from Angola are 
fafe and {ure. | 

_ Inthe fhips which he has failed in from Angola 
‘the mortality has been very moderate, either among 
the flaves or the crew. 

_ Made two voyages as fecond and chief mate from 


the Polly, both commanded by Capt. Thomas Dun- 
can. In the Polly (cannot {peak to her tonnage) 
they purchafed nearly 500 flaves; the mortality be- 
lieves was very {mall; average price very high—this 
voyage concluded in 1772. 

_. Commanded the fhip Catherine in 1772 ; made 2 
voyages from Angola toSouth Carolina; her tonnage 
about 140 by regifter; purchaled upwards of 80 
flaveg; loft about 8 on the coaft; on the middle paf- 
fage, as far as he recolleéts, the lofs very moderate; 
loft one feaman on the middle paflage, and a boy at 
Charleftown, | ; 

In fecond voyage purchafed upwards of 300 
flaves ; was not permitted to fell them in Carolina ; 
obliged to return to the Weft Indies; fhip in a dif- 
2 eee trefled 


Should the flaves be brought to market in a fickly 1790. 
ftate, the officers, 1ft and 2d mates and furgeon, will Part II. 
_lofe upon their privilege flaves, for which they are -~~— 


_alfo had formerly privilege flaves and coaft commif- P. 30. 


| Beaded healthy ; but the change of the feafons P, 31, 


frequently had fevere illneffes himfelf, but never P. 32. 


“Angola; one in the Amelia of Briftol, the other in P. 33. 
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1790. treffed condition, nearly foundered at fea; loft, if 
Part II. he recollects right, 2 or 3 flaves upon the coatt ; 
~~’ mortality at fea very trifling till the fhip béesame 
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leaky ; cannot fpeak to the exaét number who died ; 
loft 3 or 4 feamen on the coaft and middle paflage. 

Ships bound for Bonny and Calabar carry gene- 
rally from’ England beans, fometimes rice, flour, 
bread, and beef, but never in fo large quantities as 
to Angol a, as the flaves have commonly one or more 
meals a day of yams; excépt in this refpect they 
are meffled exactly as on the trade from Angola — 
generally eat the beans and rice with reluctance, 
always preferring yams, the ufual food of their 
country. 

Being more vicious than the Angola flaves, they 
are kept under ftri¢ter confinement ; fhew alfo more 
reluctance at leaving the coaft; of opinion that 
white men intend to eat them; fuppofed to arife | 
from their being themfelves canibals. — 

Many of them appear half ftarved when brought 
down fer fale; likewife complain of want of provi- | 
fions and other hard treatment in their own country; | 
but as officers are not permitted to go upthe rivers, | 
little can be known of the inland country. a 

Ships trading at Bonny generally take in their water; 

q 
J 


there; they can water at 3 or 4 different places be- 
fides—at Calabar there are 2 watering places, both — 
frequented. 

Some veflels call at St. Thomas’s for refrefhments; — , 
he never did. if 

Does not recolle& the mortality on basa the @ 
Alexander, which he commanded in a voyage from | , 
Calabar in 1776, but it was very moderate. 

The mortality next year on board the Valiant, 
commanded by him, was confiderable—of about © 
500 flaves, loft above 100, occafioned by the meafles. — 

On board the Tartar, which he commanded in a’ 
voyage from the windward and gold coaft, of from _ 
270 to 280 flaves, the lofs did not exceed 3; they 
crew 60, of which 2 that were foreigners died on the 
gold@ ( 
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gold coaft, and 1 drowned on the windward coaft, 1790. 
the remainder he believes he carried in good health Part II. 
to Jamaica; thinks the burthen of the Tartar was “~-——~ 
140 to 160 tons; in this veflel he was taken, andP. 36. 
loft all his papers, of courfe has no documents to 
refer to refpecting this or former voyages. 

Commanded the Emilia in a voyage in 1783, be- 
gun on the windward coaft; drove from thence by a 
French fhip of war ; failed to the river Ambris, pur- 
chafed there 140 to 140 flaves; returned to the 
windward coaft and completed his cargo; had nearly 
an equal quantity he thinks of Angola and Wind- 
ward-coait flaves; mortality on the paflage very 
{mall ; reafon why he does {peak with certainty, 
came to town on private bufinefs, and not expecting 
to be called upon to {peak in this bufinefs, brought 
no papers with him; was on the coaft on this voyage 
he thinks 8 or 9 months. 

He made 4 voyages in the fame fhip from Bonny: 
in the firft, of 490 flaves, loft so, fold the remain- 
der at Dominica; the mortality in part occafioned 
by the fhip getting aground on the bar in going out, 
which ebliged the air ports to be fhut ; this was ac- 
knowledged by the underwriters, who, upon appli- 
cation, were willing to pay a part of the lofs, but P. - 
there being no precedent to go by, the owners dropt 
their claim; mortality of the crew on this voyage 
inconfiderable; they were feldom employed trom 
the fhip, and fheltered there from the rains and dews 
by an awning of mats. : 
In the 2d voyage purchafed 420 flaves; loft on 
_ the coaft and in the paflage to Jamaica upwards of 30 
—the crew 40 to 44, of which he thinks loft 4 on 


the coaft and paffage. } 
Purchafed in the 3¢- voyage upwards of 400; loft 
in the paflage to Grenada about 40—crew upwards 
of 40, loft about 4. 
In the 4th voyage purchafed about 570; fent off 
150 of thefe in a tender to St. Thomas’s ; of thefe 
has been informed 5 died, and one of the crew was 


loft 


16 


AFRICA. FRAZER. 


1790. loft by accident. He carried the remainder of his 
Part Il. purchafe to St. Kitt’s; loft upwards of 20 on the 


‘\x-—’” coaft and in the pafflage; loft near 20 more while 


the fort they liked beft. 


lying in Baffeterre road by an epidemical diforder 
which then prevailed over all the ifland: of the 
crew (44 or 45 in number) 3 or 4 died, but cannot 
{peak pofitively. 

In his laft voyage to Jamaica the mortality on the 
coaft, middle paffage, Kingfton harbour, and on 
fhore, previous to fale, exceeded 100; the hurri- 
cane came on before the day of fale, and drove moft 
of the fhips on fhore; the flaves fuffered much du- 
ring the bad weather ; there was a fcarcity of water, 
and atotal want of country provifions ; the ftock of 
yams brought from Africa was expended ; they were 
indifferently fed, and very badly lodged on fhore, 
the places appropriated for their fhelter being de- 
{troyed by the hurricane; had been advertifed for 
fale at two different times, but no purchafers ap- 
peared ; the diforder which they are ufually fubject 


to in their own country, together with the fever that _ 


then raged in Kinefton, broke out amongft them ; 
mortality, after the fhip’s arrival, 60 to 70, but can- 
not {peak precilely. | 


* With refpect to the additional extraordinary pre- 
cautions taken with the flaves from Bonny, they (the | 
Brafs-pan men excepted) are fecured as the wind- — 
ward and gold-coaft flaves ; the full-grown men are — 


chained two and two with leg-irons and handcuffs ; _ 
when their number is large, and any of the failors _ 
fick or abfent, or the captain on fhore, it is necef- 7 
fary to confine them below; fo foon as the fhip was — 
out of fight of land, he ufually took off their hand- 
cuffs, and foon after their leg-irons ; never had the © 


flaves; even from the gold and windward coaft, in 
irons during the middle paflage, except a few who 
were mutinous. 
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On board the fhips he commanded there was al-7 | 


ways plenty of provifions and water, but not always 


os 


APRICA. FRAZER. 17 


_ He once arrived in the Weft Indies rather fhort 1790. 
of provifions, but neither the flaves nor fhip’s crew Part II. 
were put to fhort allowance. tic? eon 

As to the crews of Guinea fhips, there was a greater P. 39. 
proportion of landmen before the latt war than fince— 
never knew, any exact proportion obferved; but, 
fince the laft peace, there are many haif feamen 
that are feldom received into any other trade than that 
to Guinea. In the Alexander, his crew of 39 was 
thus made up; 10 officers, 6 able feamen, about r¢ 
half feamen—the remaining 8 landmen. 

One voyage with the Catharine he had 14 able 
feamen, both thefe in time of peace; aboard the 
Tartar, during the war, had 16 or 18 able feamen, 

It was his with and orders, that the feamen fhould 
be treated with tendernefs; he paid every neceflary 
attention to the health and fafety of every individual 
aboard his fhip The furgeon was conftantly pro- P. 40, 
vided with a medicine cheft, and had liberty to ove 
the fick wine, freth provifions, and every refrethment 
on board—their refpective mefsemates had orders 
likewife to give every neceffary attendance and affit. 
tance. 

Landmen lefs fit, when grown up, to bear the 
change of climate than feamen and young lads; can- 
not fay precifely whether young lads of feamen fuffer 
moft, as too many of the latter come difeafed on 
board the Guinea fhips. 

With refpec to wages, it has beenthe cuftom at 
Briftol, to pay from 1 to 3. mos. advance fterling be- 
fore failing; in the W. Indies, the wages for half the 
time that has elapfed fince failing from Briftol, is 
paid in currency. ! 

No part of the crew can be difcharged in the Weft 
Indies, but by the authority of a chief magiftrate, 

_ who mutt indemnify the mafter of the fhip, who has 
/‘previoufly given bond of rool. and the factor ano- 
ther for fame fum at the Secretary’s office, that none 
of the crew fhall be left to diftrefs the country. 
Numb, 2 C Some 
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Some of the crew frequently apply to attornies at 
law to obtain their difcharge ; andthe Vice-Prefident 
of the Admiralty, on the requeft, ufually iffues an 
order to the Captain to comply; the men fo dif- 
charged, are often a burthen to the country, con- 
tracting ficknefs from idlenefs and intemperance; no 
feaman or landman can be forced to receive theit 
difcharge before the conclufion of the voyage. 

Thinks it is neither for the intereft of the owners, 
nor the crew, that the Commander fhould be allowed 
to difcharge a man in the Weft Indies ; becaufe, in 
difcharging one man, he always conceived that every 
other man in the fhip had a right to the fame if he 
defired it; he underftood this to be the cuftom in 
merchant fhips, and that failors generally avail them- 
felves of it; for which reafon if any offender, fea- 
man or Jandman, wifhed for his difcharge, to re- 
main inthe country, he firft made him obtain the 
concurrence of the whole thip’s company in writing. 

In his laft voyage to Jamaica, the failors became 
very quatrelfome among themfelves, and I difcharged 
from 12 to 14 healthy people, upon condition that 
in cafe they were not fhipped on board other veffels 
he would take them again, changing their names, a 
cuftom very common among fatlors, 


Has not generally difcharged any of his crew in | 


other voyages, unlefs compelled by the authority of 
a magiftrate, or an officer of the navy. 
Some feamen who have made a voyage with him— 


have waited till he was ready to go on another, re-_ 


fufing the offer of other employment in the interval. 


Some, both able and ordinary feamen, have gone 3 


voyages, anda few 4. 
Mr. Alexander Falconbridge failed two voyages 
with him, one to the windward coaft and Angola, 


and another to Bonny, and part of a third to the — 


windward coaft, when the fhip was taken—Mr. F, 
had always declared that he underftood little of the 
language of the country. In one of the voyages, in 
which 
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which. Mr. F. was with him, recolleéts the circum- 
{tance of a man being brought a-long fide the hhip, 
and delivered on board, who he believes, did not 
Know that he was going to be fold—but from not 
underftanding the language of the country, cannot 
fay whether the man had been invited off to look at 
the fhip or not. (Says he had no bufinefs to queftion 
the right of that perfon who fold him this man, as 
that might have {topped further trade between them. 
The fact was known to a number of traders, and the 
man was put on board publicly in the forenoon; ne- 
ver was applied to to deliver him up again.) 
In that voyage to Bonny, when Mr. F. was with 
him, a few of the flaves there purchafed, informed 
him, that they were taken forcibly or by furprife ; 
(he means in the manner in which he has delcribed 
the Angola wars) many of them owned they were 
flaves in their own country, but the little knowledge 
he had of the language did not enable him to diftin- 
guifh thofe that were born flaves, or made fuch ; 
does not believe the practice of kidnapping by finall 
parties from 5 to 10, and bringing flaves to the black 
people’s houfes, can exift at Bonny. 
Recollects, that while trading at the river Ambris, 


a fignal was made one afternoon from the land, for 


him to come on shore with his boat, when a perfon’ 


was fold and delivered to him, who, being a fith- 
erman, was accufed of having afked a greater price 


for his fifh than he ought ; he was himfelf the only 


perfon in the fhip that underftood a word of the Jan- 
guage of the natives; they told him the man was a 
great rogue; the principal officers, and the King’s 
people were prefent when the goods were paid Bs 


him; thefe officers, as their titles implied, he con- 
fidered as the Minifter of Finance and of the war de- 


partment; knows nothing at all of this man’s guilt, 


obferved that he behaved very infolently, and heard | 
him accufed of afking more for his fifh than cuftom- 
ary-~~—does not know of any other crime befides ex- 
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tortion charged againft the fifherman—they were not 
obliged to tell if there was. | 

From his own knowledge while in health, and the 
report of his officers while fick, he judged that twice 
as many flaves were returned to the country as he 
bought—for the reafons before given—that if they 
had been kidnapped, a trader would probably have 
fold them at any price, rather than carry them back, 
at the hazard of a difcovery. 

When arrived at the river Ambris in that voyage, 
Mr. F. was with him—he was told by the natives, 
that his was the firft fhip that had been flaving on 
that coaft for feveral years—of which he acquainted 
his officers. His fhip was feveral weeks upon 
the coaft at that time, before any flaves were offered 
for fale—cannot fay the exact time—he purchafed at 


- different times a few flaves from the towns on the fea 


coaft—the flaves, when no fhips lye there, are fent 
to St. Paul de Loando or Cabenda—Every time he 
has traded at the river Ambris, if there was no veffel 
there before him, it was fome time before the flaves 
from the interior part of the country were brought 
down—does not recollect any inftance at this place, 
of a flave being reclaimed by the government of the 
country, as having been improperly fold—but has 
known inftances at Melimba—in fuch cafes, he was 
always offered and accepted a flave in exchange. 
‘Believes the Captains feldom or never enquire 
concerning the right which thofe perfons who offer 
negroes for fale have to difpofe of them—believes 
every Captain would be confidered as a fool by any 
trading man, to whom he put fucha queftion. 
_ The flaves in general have not a great averfion to 
horfe-beans—thofe purchafed at Cabenda and Me- 
limba always eat beans when mixed with rice, with 


much fatisfaction. The country about the Ambris | 


produces a great deal of calavances.—The flaves he 
purchafed there, were fonder of calavances, Indian 
corn and.cafiada, than of any other food—they are not 

| very 
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very fond of beans, but like them well enough when 
mixed with rice and ftock fith. 

When negroes have refuted their food, he has al- 
ways ufed perfuafion—force is always ineffectual. 

Never did hold hot coals toa negro, thieatening to 
make him {wallow them, if he perfifted in refufing 
to eat—and defies any perfon to prove that he has 
done fo. 

Being at one time fick in his cabin, the chief mate 
and furgeon once and again came to inform him, 
that there was a man upon the main deck, that 
would neither eat, drink, or fpeak—he defired them 
to ufe every means in their power to perfuade him 
to fpeak, and affign reafons for his filence—defired 
that fome of the other flaves fhould be employed to 
endeavour to make him fpeak;—when informed, 
that he ftill remained obftinate, and not knowing 
whether it was fulkinefs or infanity, he ordered the 
chief mate, or furgeon, or both, to prefent him with 
a piece of fire in one hand, and a piece of yam in 
the other, and to report what effect that had upon 
him—he was told that the man took the yam and eat 
it, and threw the fire overboard—this man was.after- 
wards fhewn to him, dreft in a frock and trowfers, 
which had been given him by the failors, for wath- 
ing and mending their clothes—and he fold for 
upwards of gol. at Grenada. 

He has fometimes threatened them, when they 
were fulky, and would not eat their provifions, tel- 
ling them they fhould have no yams if they did not 
eat their beans—has fometimes found it neceflary to 
punifh, or caufe to be punifhed flightly, fome of the 
flaves for different offences—Mr. F. was frequently 
employed to do this with his own hands—who never 
{aid he thought what was ordered unreafonabie, or 
did it in a manner that fhewed he thought the pu- 
nifhment undeferved—the reafon for ordering Mr. 
F. to do this, was, that he judged him a properer 
perfon than. any other; becaufe in general, he was 
“ attentive 
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attentive to the flaves.—Says that himfelf, Mr. F. 


Part IJ, and the chief mate have often been provoked to pu- 
woyew nifh flaves flightly without any great caufe—their 


peevifhnefs, perverfenefs, and obftinacy, counter- 
acting moft of his endeavours to keep them comfort- 
able, and relieve them in their fea-ficknefs and other 
complaints—has with his own hands punithed failors 
for mal-treating negroes. 

Recoilects, that when lying in the river Ambris, 


very fick in his cabin, a number of women, by ne- 


gleé& of locking the gun-port gratings, got out and 
attempted to fwim on fhore. ‘There were 3 among 
the number from the King’s town at Ambris. Be- 
lieves they were all taken up again, and brought on 
board. The fhip was then about a mile from fhore. 
One of the black traders, who had come on board on 
fome pretended bufinefs, late at night, contrary to 
the cuftom of the country, was fufpected of having 
induced thefe women to leave the fhip. 

In the river Bonny, and elfewhere, precautions 
are ufed to prevent flaves from going overboard ;— 
on the coaft of Angola never knew any precautions 
taken. Women and boys are never confined. 

It was his cuftom, in the river Bonny, to fend the 
ailing flaves on fhore, when there were but few ; and 
if their diforder required the aid of a furgeon, he 
always fent the furgeon to vifit them; when reco- 
vered, they were brought on board; if they died, 
they were alfo brought along fide, to be fatisfied that 
they were not ftolen away. The female which he 
{uppofes alluded to in the queftion, after fuffering 
much from fea-ficknefs, and feeming to pine and 
waite, was fent on fhore, and left in charge of one 
of her own country women ; was informed fhe hanged 
herfelf ;—all he knows is, that fhe was brought along- 
fide when dead. She was an Ebo flave from the in- 


terior country. 


Never underftood that it was frequent with the 
flaves of that country to hang themielves. 


Never: 
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Never knew any one claim a right to difpute the 1790, 
right of the great men of the country of Angola to Part {T, 
fell their friends, relations, or families. ee 

As he always paid the price of a flave for every P. 47. 

awn he received, he muft have underitood that the 
perfon who delivered fuch pawn, had a right to pawn 
or to fell him ; and fuch pawn not being redeemed, 
it was confidered as a purchafe ;—but ts not fufh- 
ciently acquainted with the laws of the country, to 
an{wer precifely tothe queftion, Whether no perions 
are put on board fhips as pawns, but fuch as are 
liable to be fold by the cuftom of the country. The 
laws being often made for the occafion, it is impof- 
fible to tell for what defcription of crimes perfons 
may be fold to the Europeans. 

On the windward coaft, where he has mentioned. 
canoes being often overfet, and goods oft, fuch 
accidents happen more frequently in going on fhore 
than in coming off. The flaves in general are brought 
off in canoes, the people on fhore affifting to puth 
them clear beyond the furf, when they are taken into 
the fhips boats. 

Never knew an inftance of faves confined in thofe 
canoes. 

He has fometimes allotted a part of the cabin for 
the fick ; at other times, part of the boys room. 

It is often neceflary on the middle pailage, but P. 48. 
never knew an inftance of the gratings being covered 
and the air ports fhut at the fame time. 

Does not believe it a general practice for failors to 
defert from Guinea fhips to fhips of war in the Welt 
Indies ; it happened twice to himfelf. 

It is common for failors to defert from Guinea 
fhips in the Weft Indies, when feamen are fcarce, 
and a high price given for the run home ;—has 
heard them often declare, before they left England, 
that this was one of the reafons for which they en- 
deavoured to have a higher advance of wages before 


they embarked, 


Is 
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1790. Ts at prefent unemployed in the flave trade, but 
Part If. fhall be foon. 
~— The fines impofed on convicts, go, firft, to the 
P. 49.relations of the perfons poifoned. The doctor is 
paid by both parties, and fhares in the fines, and the 
King and chief officers have alfo part of them. 
iat, Refpecting the treatment of flaves in that coun- 
Dei try—has feen them at meals fitting round their maf- 
Mh ter. | 


etwas a 
Wala 


ae Never faw an inftance of a veffel loft on the coaft © 


of Africa; has heard of fome, but few. 


Roane Bonny, or the windward coaft, from 60 to 8o gallons 
Vii a of water per man, and had generally a fourth of his 
{tock left at the end of his voyage. “6 

P. 51. Does not recollect any inftance of Captains being 

é ie convicted of leaving failors in the Weft Indies, and 

| paying the penalty ;—never had any law difpute him- 

-— felf with any of his people. 

. a Grafs cloth paffes for money in Africa as brafs 
Hanae money or {mall change does with us ;—has feldom 

feen a fufhcient quantity of it to purchafea flave— 


| has alfo feen 1t worn by the natives. 
Te P. 52. Believes perfons fuppofed acceffary to witchcraft, 
Chae are liable to be burnt. 
nts Believes a number of the aged flaves are criminals, 
‘i or confidered as fuch. A circumftance at the river 
Pane Ambris, related to him on his fecond voyage with 
ea i Capt. Duncombe, makes him think that a number of 
ai them are put to death. A Cabenda boy, whom he 
had with him as a linguift, informed him that a flave 


in the following manner: The owner, (who was 
from the inland country) calling the traders and 


néfty; faid that he had run off thrice, and thereby 
coft him more than he was worth, in the cuftomary 
rewards for apprehending him; that he gained no- 
thing by his labour ; and that the white man having 

| : refuted 


ithe He ufed to lay in, for a paflage from Angola 
ii y in, pean 8014; 


Much of it is deftroyed in wrapping up the dead ;— 


whom he had refufed to purchafe, was put to death 


fithers together under atree, accufed him of difho- 


{ 
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refufed him, he would put him to death, to fave 1790. 
further expence, and as an example to his other Part If. 
flaves. ‘This he inftantly executed, with circum- “yo? 
{tances of moft horrid cruelty. | 

From what befel this flave, who he did not fuppofe P. 53. 
to be very criminal, they have aright, it would ap- 
pear, to put their own flaves to death ; and of courfe 
any ufelefs criminal, or old flave, may be fuppofed 
liable to like treatment; in which he is confirmed by, 
another circumftance. Having gone on fhore in the 
evening, for the benefit of the air, accompanied by 
his linguift, he was led by him toa fpot where fome 
of the countrymen were going to kill a fucking 
child. Upon being afked the reafon, they faid it 
was of no value: having requefted, in that cafe, that 
it might be given to him, he was an{fwered, that if 
he had any y® for the child, it was worth money ; 
he finally bought it for ajug of brandy, and ic hap- 
pened to belong to a young female whom Captain 
Lawfon had bought that very day. Capt. Lawfon 
thanked him, and carried it on board. On its being 
prefented to the mother, fhe fell on her knees, and 
Kiffed his feet. ; 

The laft time he was at Melimba, there were fome 
Romifh miffionaries fettled at Chelango, but it pro- 
duced no effect on the manners of the natives. 

Did not mean to fay that the domeftic flaves, or 
followers, were well fed; they might be fo, if in- 
duftrious ; moft parts of the country which he has 
feen being tolerably fertile—but never faw any man 
working in the grounds, that being the women’s pro- 
vince. Seldom any of them came to his factory, 
who were not hungry, and glad of the worft provi- 
fions he had to fpare. No large tracts that might 
be ploughed or planted, but here and there very fer- 
tile fpots. | 
. Has been witnefs to a mode of carrying on war 
at Melimba between the great men of the country, P. 55, 
but no captives were made in it. 
~- Numb, 2. D In 
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1790. ‘In every voyage he has made, there was always 
Part IJ. more than room enough for the flaves, except in the 
Le firft voyage to Bonny in the Emilia. 

The diforders incident to feamen aboard Guinea 
ball e fhips, are fcurvy and fevers. : 
a The feamen got at Briftol for the Guinea trade, 
being inferior to thofe of other ports, it is feldom 
: neceflary to give more wages than in the W. India 

adit trade ; but in general they have had 5s. per month 

Le more. 3 
Was a prifoner of war in Niort of Poictiers, France, 
for 8 months. 

tea Has been fince 10 months in France, at Bourdeaux, 

en | Nantz, St. Maloes, Havre de Grace, Harfleur, and © 
Rouen.—Returned in Auguft ;—made every inquiry { 
he could refpecting the African trade. 
Several French merchants, having all their own 
! vefiels and officers employed, propofed to him to fit 
lL ee | out from this country, to purchafe flaves, under 
— '  P. 56. French colours, and carry them to St. Domingo.— 
ae Good flaves fell in general, at St. Domingo, for 6ol. 
to 7ol. fterl—has feen the account fales of flaves.—- 
ay Such friends as he formerly knew on the coaft of F 
Ae: Africa, and are now eftablifhed at Nantz, St. Ma- © 
ei loes, and Rochelle, have offered hini employment. 
1 ae for himfelf, and as many of his officers and friends 
ee al as he would recommend. 
AA | Has been credibly informed, that the African 
PO a flave trade has been confiderably extended in France, 
fince the idea of abolition was taken up in England; 
has been told in France, and in this country, that 
the merchants of Bourdeaux and others concerned 
in that trade, pay from 8 to 10 per cent. for money 
to carry iton. There were 360 fail of veflels, whofe 
tonnage, on an average, was 252 ts. employed in the 
African and Weft-India trade from Bourdeaux ;— 
their cargoes in general are much richer than ours, 
having more cotton, indigo, and coffee. } 
Lhinks it more than probable, if the flave trade 
were 
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were abolifhed here, that the French would carry it 1 790. 
on more extenfively than now. Part If, 

Believes, from the number of fhips laid up in W)—~ 
this country, from the late regulating att, theidéa P, 57 
of abolition, and encouragements held out by the 
French, feveral perfons have been employed in fhips 
fold from hence, and fitted out from France. 

Believes it unneceflary for the Portuguefe to ex- 
tend their trade, poffefling great part already, and 
moft of that exclufively. The Danes, fupported by 
Government, have (to his knowledge) tried to ex- 
tend their trade from the windward and gold -coaft ; 
believes they already have the means of carrying it 
on to more advantage than the Britifh, if their offi- 
cers and men were equally acquainted with it ;— 
thinks there is no reafon to fuppofe the Dutch will 
ever forego any commercial advantage which they 
can lay hold of. The people of Oftend have fhewn 
a difpofition to carry on every kind of trade that 
Africa and the Eaft Indies prefent to them.—The 
Danith W. Indies are in part fupplied with flaves 
by American veffels, bought on the gold and wind- 
ward coaft, and perhaps elfewhere.—The Spanifh 
Government have opened fome of their ports for 
African fhips of all nations, and it is faid that the 
Philippines have attempted, or are trying to com- 
mence atrade to Africa, to fupply $. America ;—has 
been told, that they with to get their officers em- 
ployed ia the Englifh or other African fhips, to gain 
experience. 

Is certain, the French have deprived the Britith 
of the trade on a confiderable tract of the African 
coaft, although he cannot prove it formally, from 
the difguife neceflary in conducting fuch bufinefs. 

Never made any calculation between the number 
of flaves he carried and the tonnage; there is no 
geometrical proportion between the tonnage and the 
places allotted for the flaves to lie in, that depending 
upon the form and conftruction of the fhip, few of 
them being exattly alike ;—believes no fuch idea 

ge each 
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1790.. everentered the head of a feaman, as apportioning 
Part II. the number of flaves to the tonnage. _ 
“-y—~ Has known (to the beft of his recollection) two 


inftances, in which nine-tenths of the flaves made 
no complaint of ficknefs ; has known flaves recover- 
ed by the care of the doctor, and other officers, with- 
out medicine ;-—-every experienced furgeon knowing 
how averfe the Africans are to taking medicine, does 
all he can to recover them, without giving what to 


them is fo difguiting. 
a SE ee DET ON er ae 


Witnefs Examined.—Mr. FRANCKLYN. 


Gilbert Franklyn, Efq. a native of England, went 
to the W. Indies in 1766, where he principally re- 
fided in Antigua till the latter end of 1787. He 
chiefly fuperintended a number of negroes let by 
contract to government by himfelf, and the late Mr. 


Ant. Bacon, (his partner) in order to attend the fur- 


veyors marking out the lands to be fold in the ceded 
iflands, and the troops, &c. employed in the fervice 


of the commiffioners, which led him much among 
‘the iflands, from Barbadoes to St. Kitt’s inclufive. He 


lived from 1766 to the latter end of 1767, and from 


°1708 to 1770, in Antigua; fromr774 to 1776, and 


from 1779 to 1789, in Tobago. He was about 7 or 
8 months, in 1788, in Jamaica. 
Was particularly attentive to the negroes belonging 


to himfelf and his partner, which were about 400. 
‘The firft negroes he knew were in Antigua. The 


firft of which he became owner, were bought by his 


agent, and by contract ought to have been either 
-feafoned, or ufed to the climate. A knowledge of 
the Englith language was alfo required, to enable — 


them to take directions. This obliged them to give 


high prices for negroes no otherwife qualified, as 


good-feafoned negroes were feldom found on fale, 
except 
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except from diftrefs of mafters; in confequence of 1790. 
which, when a few feafoned negroes were obtained Part IL. 
for the moft neceffary employments, the commiflioners “-y>? 
and others in the fervice preferred new and active 
negroes. : | 
_. Thefe negroes were found, and, in cafe of death P, 80. 
or defertion, replaced at contractors’ rifk. The iflands 
in which they were being in a very uncultivated flate, 
_ they were obliged to fupply them with the fame pro- 
. -vifions, as the troops, flour, peas, beef, and pork. 
_ .The quantity was directed by the king’s oflicers. 
_ They had rum alfo given them when thought condu- 
_ cive to health. There sas an agent appointed to 
take care of them; and the fame furgeon who at- 
tended the troops, attended them at the expence of 
the contractors. 
Except carrying the chain to the woods, which 
may be an unwholefome tafk, he believes this work 
was neither heavy nor laborious. "The moft of them 
-were employed in attending the officers and foldiers, 
‘drawing this wood and water, and affifting to cook 
their provifions. 
There was rather more mortality among them than 
-on fettled plantations. They had fores in their legs 
and feet, difabling them for fervice, and frequently 
‘incurable. They were particularly well clothed; 
and in order to fave their feet, fhoes were provided, 
till it appeared evidently they would not wear them. 
.Some of them, he fears, were ill ufed by the foldiers.; 
and as he had occafion to complain, and had the {ol- 
diers punifhed : he knew of none neglected in ilinefs. 
He does not afcribe their mortality to this ill ufage, of V. 81. 
_ .which not more than ten inftances had come to his 
knowledge. ‘ 
| He bought largely in the ceded iflands, particu- ; 
larly in Tobago, where, till lately, he had 2,000 
acres. He purpofed cultivating, and by the only 
practicable mode, the labour of the negroes. He 
believes there is no other mode by which land in the i caiteetehe 
-W. Indies is cultivated, to whatever nation it beleneas : Waeptey soo 
thoie sane 
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1790. thofe negroes he expected to receive from the coaft 
Part Il.of Africa. If he had underftood the importation of 
‘“—-—_ negroes was to be prohibited, he would not have 


Pr. 82. 


bought lands he could make no ufe of. Believes a 
great part of the lands he purchafed is ftill unculti- 
vated. ‘There isa great deal of land in Grenada un- 
cultivated—he is well convinced in St. Vincent, the 
Grenadines, and Dominica—there are not negroes 
enow to cultivate ; the land—but cannot fay fo of 
his own knowledge. Many of his friends bought 


land in Grenada under faith of H. M.’s proclama- 


tion. He believes in Dominica and St. Vincent’s, 
much the greateft parts of the land fold by the crown 
under commiffion is not yet brought into cultivation ; 
but he has never been in either of thefe iflands fince 
1776. He found the fettlement of lands in the ceded 
iflands difficult and expenfive—he laid out 40,0001. 
in Tobago. 
The negroes being much the moft valuable part of 
a man’s property, whofe welfare are intimately con- 
nected with his own interefts, it can fcarcely be 
doubted that he will pay every attention to them. 
Every prudent proprietor endeavours to ftudy the 
temper and difpofition of flaves ; they are therefore 
treated with kindnefs and attention. ‘There are fome 
negroes that neither chaftifement will correct, nor 
good treatment reform; fuch are fometimes treated 
with feverity : but for crimes which moft civilized 
nations would punith capitally, the generality of well- 
difpofed negroes are feldom or never chaftifed. A 
ptudent mafter is cautious how he offends a negro 
of good character ; for if diffatisfied, they thew their 
refentment either by working unwillingly, or fre- 
quent defertions. When negroes, therefore, are 
treated with feverity (which certainly is fometimes 
the cafe) the mafter fuffers, both in reputation and 
fortune. In general, therefore, it may be faid, that 
negroes are well treated, well lodged, well clothed, 
and well fed ; well attended in ficknefs, and fupplied 
with medicines, and even the incurable with de 
necef- 
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neceflary. This the intereft of the owner requires, 1790. 
even if not poffeffed of humanity. Neglect of fuch Part II. 
negroes would difpint a gang, and particularly affect “~~ 
any relations and friends they might have on the 
efiate. | 
In the ceded iflands, and where land is plenty, P, 83. 

they cultivate large tracts for their own benefit, and 

in fuch cafes neither require nor receive a large al- 
lowance of what is called pound provifions. ‘To thofe 

who will receive it, the proportion is from 6 to 10 

quarts of Indian corn, flour, and guinea corn, ora 

very ample allowance of yarns, potatoes, and edoes. 

In Grenada, meal of caflada from 6 to 10 quarts, 

from 6 to to herrings, or from 2 to 3 pounds of falt 

fifh, and in fome plantations, of beef or pork, are 

given for a.week’s fubfiftence—A {ufficient allowance 

for a hearty man—Plantanes alfo make a chief part of 

their provifions, and (when received) they are al- 

lowed of thefe from 50 to 70 per week —they are of P. 84. 
a lefs fize than the plantanes of Jamaica. The allot- 

ment of land is fuch that an induftrious negro will be 
enabled not only to fupply himfelf, but to difpofe of 

fuch a quantity of poultry, pork, and goats flefh, as 

to enable him to clothe himfelf, his wives, and his 
children, very handfomely. If his mafter oppofed 

his difpofition of that property, it would probably oc- 

cafion an infurrection on the plantation. ‘Thinks he 

has known where provifions have been fcarce, that a 
mafter has objeted toa negro’s carrying his from the 

eftate to fell; but thofe inftances are very rare, and 

the gang has been fhown the impropriety of it. The 
mafter does not, in fuch cafes, take the provifions 

from the negro, or oblige him to fell it againft his 

will ; he only forbids his going off the plantation to 
-difpofe of it in time of {carcity. If the negro wifhes 

to fell, the mafter buys from him as any indifferent 
perfon; but the negro will feldom fell to his mafter 

as he would to a ftranger. 3-4ths of all the poultry 

or pork ufed by the planter, are bought from his 

ewn or other people’s flaves. _ 

I The 
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The crimes, for which punifhment of any degree 


_ of feverity 1s inflicted, are generally defertion, break- 


ing open ftores, and ftealing rum, fugar, or falt pro- 
vilions; -breaking open negro houfes, or houfes of 
people in the town, robbing negro grounds, &c. 
The punifhments then confiit from 20 to 40 lafhes 
on the pofteriors, feldom more. He {peaks in gene- 
ral. Exceptions to the rule prove the generality of 
it. There are cruel, fevere, and inhuman people, to 
be met with every where. With regard to the ca- 
pital punifhment of negroes, each colony has its 
own Jaws. Eile has himfelf fcarcely known death 
awarded, except in the cafe of premeditated murder. 


Repeated burglaries have incurred no other punifh- 


ment than a whipping lefs fevere than a foldier fuffers 
for {mall offences. A fingle lath every morning for 
fix weeks, reformed for a time, a negro of his own, 
who had ‘broke open at leaft fifty houfes. In two 
years he returned to his praétices, and died a natural 
death on the plantation. | : 
He does not fuppofe a labouring man in Europe 
could gain his bread if-working no harder than a 
negro. Conceives the labour of a negro flight com- 
pared with any field labour in Europe. They are 
lefs affected by the heat of the climate than Euro- 
peans; in general they like heat fo as to fleep with 
fire in their houfes. Rain injures them moft. When 
rains are heavy in the ceded ilands, which is- fre- 
quently the cafe, they are fent out of the field into 
their houfes. ~~ HB 
In the plantations their punifhment is a flight whip- 
ping, or confinement in the ftocks at noon, or after 
work : they ufually prefer the former. For flight of- 


fences, fuch as not coming in time to their work, 


they are generally ftruck over their clothes. 
As no man chufes to buy a negro of notorioufly 
bad character, the owners of fuch ufually fend them 


to foreign iflands, or to N. America, at the rifk of re-» 


ceiving but a very fmall price for them. The time 
of harveft is in the Weft Indies, as in all other coun- 
| tries 
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tries the time of greateft labour ; but it is alfo that of ; 
conviviality and happinefs. 
rally more healthy and {atis 


other time 
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O- 
_The negroes are gene: Parr IT. 


fied at crop than at ANY \cmen pommel 
of the year. 


However a mafter may with to dif pofe of a flave, P, 87. 


it may not 
mortgaged 


always be in his power; the flave bein 
or under jointure. Mortgages and mar- 


riage fettlements covenant, he believes, in every well- 
drawn deed to keep up the precife No. of negroes fo 


mortgaged 


or fettled. To keep up that number 


without importation, is certainly poffible, for it has 


been done; 


but in general otherwife. The punifh - 


ments already defcribed are plantation punifhments. 


It freque 


ntly happens in offences of a public na- 


ture, the perfons offended remit the hegroes to the 


mafter for that punithment which he would otherwife 
receive from public juftice. 


One neg 


roe, at leaft, he conceives requifite for 


every cultivated acre in a fugar eftate, and the No. 
on cotton plantations muft depend on the foil and fea- 
fon; in favourable cafes one negro is fufficient for 3 
acres—he fuppofes the gang not to have a great No. 
of old people or children, for otherwife more would. 
be required. 

Fe cannot from his experience conclude that a 
fufficient fupply of negroes for the cultivation, of the 


iflands could be had without importation of A fri- 
cans. 


As fo many reafons why the practice of keeping up P. 88. 


the ftock of negroes is not general, while fome few 
plantations have maintained theirs, he ftates the un- 
healthinefs of fome fituations; the dif{pofition of 


‘males to females; the difeafes the {ex is particularly 
fubje& to ; for the length of time a breeding woman, 
fuckles a child, fhe has feldom two children till an 


interval of two years ; the promifcuous amours of 
many; and a cuftom with the gane women who are’ 


diffolute, and think themfelves handfome, of procur- 
ing abortion, 


Numb. 25 E Where 
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Where the females exceed the males, it feldom 


Part I], happens on a plantation that the negroes do not in- 
Lema creafe; he gives, in proof, a companion of two eftates 


fettled in Antigua, about the fame time, one by Mr. 
Carlifle, the other by Mr. Mackennin: the former 
purchafed chiefly new negro gang women, the latter 
chiefly young male negroes, with a view to imme- 
diate returns from their labour. The refult was, that 
at the end of .so years, when Mr. Mackennie died, 
he is faid to have purchafed the gang twice over, and 
to have left it in fuch a ftate that a large fum of 
money was then requifite to purchafe new negroes ; 
whereas on the Carlifle eftate (then Sir Ralph Payne’s) 
there were very few negroes who had not been born 


upon it; and fuch was his furplus, that he was able — 


to obtain large fums of money by letting them out 
to work on other eftates, He fays, the reafon why 
Mr. Carlifle’s example is not followed, is, that the 
breeding women imported are not on an average 
1-4th of the cargo. Inftances of plantations that 
keep up their ftock, he believes, are very few. 

"The diforders of children, particularly that called 
the jaw-fall, which carries them off within nine days, 
is another impediment to population ; they die early 
ih gteat numbers, but not from want of care. He 
found their deaths fo frequent, and thought breed- 
ing fo effential to the well-being of a plantation, that 
he built an hofpital clofe to his houfe, for more ealy 
infpection; here he obferved their cuftoms of re- 
fufing their own breaft to the child, as not good, for 
three or four days, and getting a friend to fuckle it; 
of wafhing the new-born infants in: warm water with 
rum in it: of leaving the children to fleep in wet 
clothes, and frequently admitting cold air to them 


in their hot rooms; thefe he overcame with fome 


difficulty, and from that time to his leaving Tobago, 


had four or five children-born, of which he did not . 


lofe one. 
The labour of pregnant women is too light in ge- 
neral, from the time they are 5 months gone, they 
Pe complain 
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complain of a flight labour, and injure both them- 1790. 
felves and their infants by a fedentary life. Thofe Part II. 
who work hardeft and longeft, have ufually the “~-’ 


{touteft children and eafieft births; when pregnant 
women complain they are generally put into the fe- 
cond gang. They are not out fo early in the morning. 
_ They are employed in weeding, planting provifions, 
and fuch light labour. As they encreafe they are put 
ta fhelling peas, or collecting provifions for the pot- 


gang. He never knew them treated with any want’ * 7° 


of tendernefs, even by thofe who thought a. child 
born on an eftate coft as much, or more than a new 
negro. This opinion, he believes, is not entertained 
by many. It is now the pride of a manager to fhew 
a number of young children in good order. 

A pot-gang confifts of negroes, unable, or unwil- 
ling, from idlenefs, to procure and drefs provifions 
for themfelves; it is difgraceful, except in ficknefs, 
to be fed in this gang, as having plenty isa mark of 
a good negro. 

On every plantation of any magnitude there is a 
fick-houfe or hofpital, with proper attendance for the 
fick, of whom care is taken; in proof of this, he 
relates, that previous to the capture of Tobago, part 
of the foldiers from an unhealthy fituation, became 
fickly, and ulcerated in their legs. That, in confe- 
quence, as frefh meat-provifions were difficult to pro- 
cure, the gentlemen of the ifland fubfcribed money 
to purchaie and fupply them, and that feveral took 
the foldiers into the negro hofpitals, where they re- 
ceived the fame care and attention as the negroes did, 
they found the benefit from it they expeéted. 

Midwives attend the lying-in women: medical 


advice and affiftance is given other negroes when fick; P. gl. 


perfons of medical fkill are annually retained to take 
care of the negroes, if they fail in their attendance 
fevera] times in a week, or to attend when fent for, 
they are difcharged. 

The negroes in general haye yery comfortable 
houfes, 


rae ~ Managers 
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1790. Managers kind behaviour to his negroes, fo as to 
Part I, gain their affections, while he makes them do their 
—— bufinefs, is to him, and believes to moft people, a 

higher recommendation than his kill as a planter. 
One of the firft things enquired into is his charac- 
ter in that refpeét ; no perfon would employ a ma- 
| | nager of a cruel character, believing him to be fuch; 
Bae fuch treatment is fcarcely poffible to be praétifed in 
ae ae fecrecy. ? 
| He does not believe the poor of any country live 
happier. than the negroes on the plantations in the 
W. Indies ;—in many cafes they have an evident fu- 
periority, their labour is flight; good care is taken 
of them in ficknefs and in health, and they have no © 
oceafion to fear the diftreffes of their children from 
| inability to labour, but then they certainly have not 
Ga ae thofe means of bettering their condition, which 
| many Englith poor of induftry and genius may avail 
themfelves: perhaps, therefore, a proper comparifon 
cannot be drawn. He thinks their lot: in general to 
be envied by the poor of all the countries he has 
feen. 
mt There are feveral epidemical difeafes which con- \ 
pth tribute to the depopulation of negroes. ‘Thefe are 
el frequent in all countries between the tropics; the ne- 
iia i groes bring fome contagious diforders from Africa ; 
5 the yaws in particular which none know how to cure; 
Peat ec it kills many, and makes others miferable objects 
ey during life, yet they are full nourifhed and protected 
aie by their mafters. Ulcerated legs is another diforder 
a, i | in the new fettled iflands; the lofs by that complaint 

PAB has been very confiderable. 

I A child till 10 years old has z the allowance of a 
Hi grown perfon; after that age full allowance. ee 
: Wee A negro, properly fpeaking, confidering the dif- 
tin@tion of mafter and flave, cannot be faid to, 

have property. Opinion, however, and the conduct 

of mafters fecures them whatever they _ poffefs 

in the W. Indies, in a manner more fecure than per- 

haps in any other part of the world. No ea 

ares 


Pisg2. 


rd 
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dares violate their perfonal property, without being 1790. 
expofed to deteftation and contempt, Even when Part IL, 
the mafter is ruined, and the negroes with his other V-j-uus 


effects, fold to fatisfy his creditors, their property 
(though very confiderable) is inviolably perferved to 
them; they carry their money and goods to the 
plantation of them who buyshim. Their plantation- 
ground is not exchanged without making them a 
compenfation for the cropon it; when they die they 
diftribute their effects among their relations and 
friends without control. Negroes generally conceal 
their money, and do not chufe to be thought rich. 
He had himfelf a negro, who bought out the freedom 
of his wife from a lady at Monferrat, at the price of near 


Sol. and in her name poffefled two houfes at Tobago ; 
_ he believes he was worth 6 or. 7ool. he afked for his 
freedom, and on his alledging that his property might 
_ be loft to him in cafe of his wife’s death, obtained it 
from the witnefs, who had before endeavoured to dif- 


fuade him from his requeft. There is reafon to believe 
he has fince loft above ¢ of what he was worth, Many 
of the negroes are poffefled of a great deal of pro- 
perty. He cannot tell the amount, but almoft all 
the {mall current money of the iflands is in the pof- 


feffion of the negroes. A flave he had at Tobago p, 04< 


took with him thence to Grenada about 1ool. fter. 


He gave 2ol. of it to a fifter at Grenada, to help to 
_ purchafe her freedom, and fent forty guineas to To- 
_bago, to buy a negroe. He believes it is not com- 
mon for flaves to be themfelves mafters of flaves, 


few owners would allow it ; he knows only the in- 
{tance he has named, 


When he firft knew the W. Indies, he bought 


fome negroes at 26]. or 27]. a head: In 1788 he 


paid 411. for the fame negroes at Grenada, and has 
fince heard of a cargo of 402 fold at Jamaica, on an 


average of 49]. per head (fterling). He fhould ima- 
| gine the report-of the abolition of the flave trade has 


increafed the price; it had reached the W. Indies 
before he left it, but few gave credit toit. In Ja- 
v % maica 
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maica he found the alarm great. The idea of eman- 


Part II. cipation, and the abolition of flavery and the flave 
.——- trade, and other reports induftrioufly circulated from 


P. Lt 


England, made them apprehend a general infurrec- 
tlon among the negroes might be the confequence. 

If Great Britain’ were to try to prohibit the flave 
trade, ‘it would certainly be very difhcult to prevent 
the Britifh plantations from purchafing them. If 
planters, however, could not procure new fupplies, 
the labour of thofe they have muft be encreafed, or 
the produce of their eftates leffened ; but the encreafe 
of labour would effect a decreafe of the labourers ;: 
they would, therefore, run all rifks to fupply them- 
felves, while credit or fortune would enable them ; 
and it is probable they would be fupplied at a cheaper 
rate than at prefent, from nations which would 
then be unrivalled on our leaving the trade. To fup- 
port this conjecture he flates that Mr. Hartman, of 
Santa Cruz told him lately that the Gold Coaft cargo, 
in that ifland averaged only 4ol. 

If the negro trade was fo effectually abolifhed that 
the Britith planters could procure no fupply of A fri- 
cans, the confequence to the W. Indies would be a 
very rapid decline of produce, its extent he cannot 


conjeCture—He believes an annual fupply of Africans. — 


in tobe abfoultely neceffary to preferve the colonies even 
their prefent ftate, without cultivating a fingle newacre, 

He does not know how a proprietor is to fupply his 
male negroes with wives, if no Africans are to be 
brought... 3 | 

He conceives it not improbable, that the negroes 
new in the W. Indies, weuld be wery unhappy if they 
underftood that no more new negroes were to be 
brought among them, Thole under his care, onthe 
arrivalof acargo, always folicited more help; the young 


mien particularly defire to have wives bought for them, © i 


An abolition of the trade on the part of Great Britain 
would only operate partially, and not. prevent other 
nations from carrying iton. The public proclamations 
and encouragements of France and Spain to their a4 

jects 
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jects, fufficiently prove their defire to extend their 790. 
flave trade ; it follows alfo from their opening portsin Part II. 
the W. Indies and §. America, to flaves imported in ——,——=# 


foreign vetlels, and particularly from the contracts of 
the French with Britifh merchants, to fupply their 
fhips with negroes, onthe coaft of Africa. 

The proportion of old, infant, and able negroes 
in a ftock, varies with circumftances. On an oid 
eftate, where the breeding women are as many as he 
thinks they ought to be, the able negroes will be 
fewer than on a new eftate, for which the owner 
would only purchafe fuch as were fit for immediate 
labour. Hejudges, from his experience, that ina 
eang of two hundred, there cannot be more than 60 
er 70 able flaves, with about 20 or 30 capable of 
lighter work: it will be thought a fine gang, and in 
good condition, that, exclufive of houfe fervants, 
tradefmen, &c, can tura from 70 to 80 able negraes 
into the field. 

In explanation of his former anfwer, which declar- 
ed one negro at the leaft requifite to every acre of a 
fugar plantation, he fays, that he does not mean that 
70 negroes, the able part of a gang of 200, are fuf- 


| ficient to cultivate 200 acres to be.cut for fugar; 
but to a plantation of 200 acres which are under fu- 


gar and provifion, and in which only half part of the 


_fugar land may be annually planted. No portion of 
the 200 acres are appropriated to provifions, which 


are occafionally planted inall. In caneland, corn is 


often planted in the rows, and gathered when the 


Ps 128; 


canes are young, and preparatory to canes, yams P, 129. 


_and eddoes are often planted. The planters are fa- 


tisfied in the ceded iflands, if 200 negroes cultivate 


_as much land as yields them from 180 to 200 cafks 
of fugar of about 1200 cwt. 


In general, there are not rooms for the accommo- 
dation of lying-in women in the W. Indies; the 


women prefer their own houfes; when he had once 


perfuaded them to try the provifion he made for 
them of this fort, and experienced the advantage to 
ia them- 
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1790. themfelves and children, they afterwards were well 
Part IJ. pleafed to come to the rooms. : 
tx For a confiderable time, the negroes born on an 

eftate of Sir William Young’s, exceeded thofe pur- 
chafed, but then fell off, and he believes they have 
decreafed. An eftate of Mr. Blizzard, who followed 
Mr. Carlifle’s plan, increafed in Antigua; in fol- 
lowing this, the witnefs failed of fuccets himielf.— 
Several eftates on the increafe have, from epidemical 


diforders, been reduced to the want of fupplies to. 


keep up this number. 
P. 130. Where the number is kept up by births, if five 

able negroes die, the birth of ten children does not 
fupply their room within ten or eleven years, to 
which add near 25 per cent. for the diminifhed la- 
bour of pregnant women and mothers, and it will be 
neceflary to replace the five able negroes by pur- 
chafing others in their room. (The work of the 
young is not the fame with that of the adult able ne- 

roes, though equivalent to it, p. 132.) 


In the ceded iflarids, the negroes were forced to 


clear the ground for themfelves; they prefer new 
ground, and when fome years cultivated, requeft to 
have it changed. He helped them ufually with the 


gang in clearing. 


Scarcity is much more decidedly known in the co- 4 


lonies than in any kingdom in Lurope; the mafter 
is the fole judge when'to prohibit the exportation of 
provifions from his eftate. 

Runaway negroes are in general feverely punithed. 

On his own eftates, and thofe under his care, he 
thinks himfelf particularly fuccefsful in preventing 
the lofs of children by the locked jaw. His neigh- 
bours are equally fuceefsful in other inftances, mak- 
ing the happinefs and comfort of their negroes thei 
principal care. 


The negroes had no prejudices in this refpect which — 
could not yield to the reafoning and entreaties of | 


thofe they have a good opinion of, and think folici- 
tous for their welfare, 


Some 
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Some land rattoons longer than other; frequent 1790. 
replanting is preferable. Part. II. 
"The ceded iflands will therefore require an addi- “~~~ 
tional number of flaves to continue the cultivation of 
land already cultivated, without cultivating any new 
lands. 

The negroes prefer carrying. burdens on their 
heads ; they would not ufe wheelbarrows, which were P. 132: 
imported for them ; they even put them on their 
heads. 

Between 17479 and the capture of Tobago, he be- 
lieves but few flaves were imported into that ifland, 
and none thenceforward till after the peace, but can- 
not fpeak with precifion. During the war, he be- 
lieves there was a confiderable diminution. 

The age at which a negro, born on the plantation, 
fhould be put to holing, depends on conftitution.— 
Young-men, as foon as able, defire to be put into 
the holing gang ; from 16 to 18 he thinks the time 
when they are willing and defirous of being employed 
in the hardeft work of the plantation. “It will take _ 


degrees of field labour, as holing, turning dung, &c. 
which pleafe the able negroes more than lighter 
works; they generally perform thefe finging, pecu- 
liar to negroes, and a proof of their not confidering 
even that labour as fevere. 


Witnefs examined — Sir Asaton WARNER Byam, 
His Majefty’s Attorney General for Grenada and 


its dependencies. 


Lived in Antigua from 1765 to 1770, when he P. 97. 
went to St. Vincent, bought an eftate, and lived till 
1774, when he went and refided as Solicitor General 
at Grenada till its capture in 17793 lived the reft of 
~ Numb. 2. EF the 


16 years to acquire ftrength to undergo the harder br. 133s 
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1790. the warin St. Vincent, Tobago, and Antigua. From 


Part H. 1783 till June 1789 refided, as Attorney General, at 
+ Meneame Grenada. 


Owns no land now in the W. Indies but an un- 
eleared tract in Dominica; never intends to fettle. 
The land he firft bought was French leafehold, the 
other lands contiguous, from the Crown. 

Fie found, to his coft, a continual importation of 

flaves to keep up the ftock, ablolutely neceffary ; 
and he thould conceive it to be fo, from 24 years’ 
experience. Every increafed quantity of land, new 
or old, will require an addition of negroes. Could 
he have forefeen that the flave trade would be abo- 
lithed, he would not have bought land either in the 
old or new iflands. Much land is uncleared in the 
ceded iflands. 

Slaves being property, are fettled on marriages, 
and are the objects of mortgage. In fuch Writings | 
he has known covenants to keep up the precife num- 
ber of flaves, but they are not uniformly inferted ; 
but in leafes fuch a covenant is almoft always in- 
ferted. Is {atisfied fuch covenant could not be ful- 
filled, without buying flaves, beyond what the po- 
pulation would give. This, as far as it goes, would 
be ruinous to the families concerned. 

He believes the trials of flaves vary in the iflands. 
In Grenada, a flave is triable before one magiftrate 
for {mall offences; for capital crimes, before two or 
more, one being of the quorum. Since he left the 
ifland, he underftands a law has paffed, taken from 
the Antigua practice, by which 3 ot more freehol- 
ders are to be called in by the magiftrates as jurors or 
afletiors. | 

Compared with the punifhments in i’negland on the 
{ame offences, he thinks the criminal flave laws far 
from fevere, 

Whipping and confinement are the only punith- 
ments, by the mafter or manager, which are confi- 
dered as legal. The quantity of punifhment will 
undoubtedly vary with the mafter’s difpofition ; but 

| any 
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any abufe of the mafter’s power was always confi- T7O0! 
dered punifhable by indictment or information, (fee Part Th. 
p.118.) If fuch abufe was frequent, he never knew “\—~ 


it; and, confidering the nature of the mafter’s power, 


and the variety of perfons who may acquire it, he Pu) 1G, 


has always thought abufes of it not more frequent 
than fimilar abufes of power in Iingland. (The 
flave’s comfort, in this refpect, depends as much on 
his owner’s temper, as that of the Englith appren- 
tice does on his mafter’s temper, p. 119.) Thinks 
the comfort of the apprentice and the flave depends 
on the temper of their refpective mafters, not exact- 
ly in the fame proportion, p.125-) In the few cafes 
where he has had occafion to profecute for fuch 
abufes in their Court of King’s Bench, Court and 
Juries always appeared defirous of feeing the often- 
ders brought to exemplary punifhment. | 

In general, thinks the W. India laws fuflicient to 
protect flaves in life and limb; though he has no 
doubt fome may efcape who have abufed their power 
over their flaves. When he was,Solicitor General, 
in-1775 or 1776, a white man was executed for mur- 
dering a flave, either his, or in his fervice. A mo- 
tion in arreft of judgment was made, on the ground 
that the culprit ought not to fuffer death for killing 
a flave ; and a contrary practice having fubfifted in 
fone of the old iflands, the prifoner had countel, 
and the point was folemnly areued ; after which the 
Court decided, he thinks, unanimoufly, that it was 
no ground for arreft of judgment, and fentence was 


pafled. Lawyers hardly had any doubt about it;P. rot. 


and he confidered the Court’s having it argued as a 
tendernefs to the prifoner, and to remove any fuch 
doubt. Believes, fince then, no one has doubted, 
that a criminal! would fuffer for the murder of a flave 
exactly as for that of a free perfon. 
On his eftate, and all others he faw, flaves were at 
their field-work by daybreak; but nurfing women 
had always an hour or 12 hour beyond that time. 
With 4 hour for breakfaft, and 2 hours reft in their 
} | pha houfes 
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Part I], They then threw grafs to the ftock, and went home 


P. 102. 
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houfes at noon, they wrought till the clofe of day. 


for the night. In crop they work later ; and, on 
fome eftates, the work then goes on all night and all 
day, by fpells, both of white fervants and {laves, 
As far as interruption of reft, and number of work- 
ing hours, are concerned, the crop is doubrtlefs the 
feafon of fevereft labour. Negro boilers and fire- 
men bear a heat, without fuffering, which to white 
men would be intolerable. It is univerfally re- 
marked, that the negroes are moft healthy and cheer- 
ful in crop. 

The only mode he knows of preparing cane-land 
is by holing, which is certainly harder than moft 


other works; but it is only done by the ableft ne. - 


groes, and is but a fmall part of the yearly labour, 
To an able negro he thinks it cannot be called fevere, 
He has often feen negro women boat of holing 
quicker than men. When holing, the men have 
grog, and the women fugar and water, and work 
not only without réepining, but finging cheerfully, 
On other eftates, holers may have extra food ; but 
does not think his had, or defired it. (Thinks ho- 
ling and dunging, if con{tant, would be harder work 
than he fhould with to put negroes to, p. 124.) 
Labour is moft certainly proportioned to the age 
and firength of negroes; but he thinks the fex 
makes no difference in field-work. General practice 
for invalids, and women fome months gone with 


child, to be put to flight work, as weeding, &c., 


as much for their health as for the work. 

Conjectures that fome works in England moft be 
feverer than any done by the flaves. 

In the firft fettlement of St. Vincent the flaves 
were fed, at a heavy expence, with grain in large 
quantities ; but, after his flaves had completed their 
provifion grounds, they voluntarily offered to give 


up all their provifions, except falt ones, for Satur- 


day afternoon, out of crop; afterwards grain was. 
only given to invalids and nurfing women, 
3 | Vincent 
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Vincent and Grenada the flaves’ grounds are fuch as 1790. 
not to require much imported food, except im Part IL, 
droughts, when they have weekly 8 to to meafures Gaye 


(knows not whether pints or quarts ) of grain, with 
8, 10, or 12 herrings, according to the fize, or an 
equivalent in falt meat, and beef, pork, and flour, 
at Chriftmas. The allowance is ample for any flave 
that will work even afew hours in his ground. Ifa 
flave fall off, it is ufual to view his grounds. If in- 
~ dolent and incorrigible, he is fed by the mafter. 

‘He gave children no fixed allowance of grain, but 
— direéted the mothers, when they afked help, to be 
amply fupplied, according to their families. His, 
and he thinks the general cuftom, was, to give the 
mothers & allowance of falt food for children under 
the age of 8 or 10. He had no pot-gang ; but has 
heard of them, and that they confifted of negroes 
inattentive to the providing and dreffing of their 
food. He ufually gave fuch in charge to fome trutty: 
negro to fee him fed. He thinks this is the uniform 
practice where there is no pot-gang, unlefs among 
the French, in our iflands, who, he believes, often 
take improvident flaves into their kitchens, or feed 
them from their tables. But, without fome fuch re- 

ulations, many flaves would undoubtedly perith. 

By the late Grenada act, proprietors are obliged to. 
allot Jand to their flaves, and guardians are appointed 
to infpect each eftate’s provition grounds, 


Saturday afternoon, out of crop, and all Sunday, p. so6¢ 
ANG ote 


the whole year, were very generally allowed for 
working fuch grounds; and he thinks the faid act 
has fixed it from 12 o’clock on Saturday. This time 
is fufficient not only for raifing the neceflary food, 
but alfo for the flave’s carrying to market his furplus 
provifions and his poultry, &c. Negroes have ufu- 
ally furplus produce, except perhaps a very few idle 
ones, probably in all gangs. He recollects no in- 
ftance of a mafter interfering with the property his 
flave has acquired by felling fuch furplus. Cannot. 


remember particular inftances and fums; but from 
| Basle « 2t- 
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t790. the Sunday cloathing of induftrious flaves, and their 
Part Il. comfortable furniture, has no doubt many acquire 
“—y—7 and fpend yearly at leaft from tol. to 20). {terling, 
P. 106. which they lay out openly on luxuries and comforts. 


He knows of no reftraint, except in rum. (He 
{peaks of fieid negroes, for he has no doubt that 
many tradefmen acquire and difpofe of double that 
fum, p.120.) 

Fie has known many fuch flaves buy their free- 
dom, and generally for higher prices than he fhould 
have valued them at. (Can’t certainly fay if they 
were field flaves ; but is fure that 1 or 2 who applied 
to him on the fubje& had been, or were field ne- 
grocs, when their mafters allowed them to provide 
for their freedom, p. 120.) | 

Slaves near the towns fell grafs every evening, and 
vegetables on Sundays, for their own benefit ; but on 
other days it is purchafed of flaves fent in by the pro- 
prietors of gardens to be fold for their matfter’s be- 
nefit. | 
' Believes King’s fhips and merchantmen are chiefly 
fupplied with vegetables, poultry, &c., by negroes, 
on their own account. | 

Negroes’ cloathing varies, in quantity and kind, 
with the mafter’s difpofition; but lately, in Gtenada, 
the minimum has been fixed by law. This, he dares 
fay, is fufficient ; but recolleéts not what it is. But 
moft negroes have much more cloaths than the maf- 
ter allows. (Field negroes’ Cloathing is generally. 
ient from hence ready made; but theit finer cloaths 
are bought ready made in the ifland, or made by 
themfelves or perfons they employ, p. 1295) 

Negroes’ houfes are wattled and daubed, and co- 
vered with cane-tops. But tradefmen and other 
chiei negroes ufually contrive to get wooden houfes, 
The negro houfes are quite wind and water tiohe ; 
but ufually made much hotter than whites could 
bear. Slaves generally bear a heat that furprifes Eu- 
ropeans. Cold affects them feverely. Has often 
known them bak in the fun when hotter than he 


could 
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He ufually brought home the materials for him. 
Every eftate has a hofpital. A furgeon vifits the 
flaves twice a week, or oftener if required. One or 
more nurfes attend the fick. The owner provides 
wine and other comforts recommended by the fur- 
geon. It is ufual to keep convalefcents about the 
houfe or kitchen, to be better fed than ufual. Ne- 
eroes generally diflike going into the hofpital; but 
the practice of allowing the fick to ftay in their own 
houfes is attended with fome danger. Never allow- 
ed any to do fo but trufty negroes, or lying-in wo- 
men. His furgeon, befides the yearly tum of tos. 
for each flave, was paid for fractures, &c., and had 
208. for each inoculation. | 

He remembers no ill effect from allowing the wo- 
men to lye-in in their houfes. He was more fortu- 
nate than moft people in rearing negro children. 
Some-months before his women expected to lye-in 
they were put to light work; but this period varices 
with appearances ; {o that fometimes a negro woman 
is not delivered till 2 or 3 months after fhe has pre- 
tended to expect it. Inftances may have occurred of 
pregnant women being punithed; but he fhould 
think very early in their pregnancy, or perhaps be- 
fore it was known. Confinement would be fubiti- 
tuted where fhe was evidently pregnant. 

Thinks there are local laws providing for old, dif- 
abled negroes; but be fhould think that fuffering 
them to beg about would be cognizable, as a miide- 
meanor, independent of any pofitive law. ‘Thinks 
they are, in general, properly taken care of. 

The women, on all the eftates he knew, were.al- 
lowed to lye-in in their own houfes, and fuch negro 
women as they withed were ufually allowed to ftay 
with them the firft 5 or 6 days. She had candles, 
flour, wine, and any other things recommended. 
With him, and many others, they were not expected 
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could bear fora few minutes. It is ufual to allow a 1790. 
negro, with 2 or 3 others, time to build his houfe. Part. IL. 
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go, to work till a month after delivery. A fufficiency 
Part If. of old linen is provided for the infants. Tt is gene- 

wey rally remarked that 4 the children die under 2 years, 
P. r10.and moft of that £ the firt g days, from the jaw-fall 


If they furvive that, they feem pretty healthy while 
fucking. Some time after weaning they very often 
have worms, which he has known Very fatal? Gite 
dren, as well as adults, have alfo yaws, which im- 
mediately, or in their effects, are very fatal. Fluxes, 
though not very peculiar to negroes, are a great caufe 
of mortality, and baffle the ableft phyfigians, as they 
have often told him. Epidemics are frequent in the 
W. Indies ; but he does not know they are peculiar 
to adults. Venereals are common, and he thinks 
tend to leffen population. Small-pox, meafles, 
chicken-pox, dyfenteries, and lately the liver com- 
plaint, affect young and old, and very often are fatal 
to many, efpecially the putrid flux, of which he has 
known feveral examples. 

Few hurricanes happen without the lofs of feveral 
lives. Their effects are fatal, by deftroying the ne- 
groes’ houfes and provifion grounds, 

The annual lofs of negroes varies greatly. Of 
too and odd flaves of his own, he has more than 


once not loft one adult in a year. In other yearshe | 


has loft 5, 6, and 7. He thould fuppofe from 3 to 4 
per cent. might be about the average lofs, evenon a 
fettied eftate. Inthe 78 years that he owned flaves, 
though he had what was thought a very good propor- 
tion of births for his number of breeding women, 
and reared more children than his neighbours, (and 
mothers and children had every indulgence and at- 
tention, p. 112) he was obliged, every 2 or 3 years, 
to buy new negroes, or feafoned ones, from the other 
idlands. 

Ventures to fay, that on his eftate difeafes were 
leflened, as far as poffible, by human fkill; he con- 
cludes that, from humanity and intereft, all other 
proptictors purfued the fame conduc. 
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He always thought promifcuous intercourfe, the 1790. 
eatly proftitution of females, and the abufe of rum, Part II. 
-* as the chief obftructions to population ; he adds the “~~ 
too long fuckling of children, which he knows the P. 112» 


negro women are fond of, though againft the opi- 
nion of medical men. Hence, they feldom have a 
fecond child in lefs than two years. 

He never had an idea that the treatment or labour 
of flaves was fuch as to interfere at all with popu- 
lation. 

It is moft clearly impoffible for Europeans to cul- 
tivate W. India lands; and a free negro never was 
known to hire himfelf for any kind of field-work.— 


Europeans may do carpenter’s or other work, under 
cover. 


Thinks cattle are now ufed as much as they can P, 113; 


be in W. Indian cultivation ; and that the prefent im- 
plements are perfectly fit for the work, and adroitly 
ufed by the negroes. The plough has been much 
talked of : he knew 2 or 3 very zealous for it, who 
tried it in Antigua and St. Vincent, but were foon 
obliged to abandon it. (Even if the plough could 
be more generally ufed, as he thinks it could not to 
advantage, fo many flaves are requifite in crop, that 
he thinks its ufe would not make fewer hands necef- 
fary on an effate, p. 127.) 

He hardly remembers any importation of negroes 
into St. Vincent, Tobago, Grenada, and Antigua, in 
thewar. Hence, in Grenada, inftead of g00r 31,000, 
the number of flaves before the capture, the firft re- 
turn, after the reftitution, in about 5 years, hethinks 
exceeded not 27 or 28,000; but cannot be accurate. 
He believes, the negroes then decreafed in the other 
iflands named. 

It depends on the foil, whether it is advantageous 
to rattoon, or re-plant, canes. In Grenada, where 
the foil is ftronger, there is much more rattooning 


than in St. Vincent; but generally, in both, they P. 174. 


now rattoon to a 2d or 3d year. Formerly, in Gre- 
nada there were rattoon-canes above 20 years old.— 
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1790. The number of flaves neceffary for an eftate, varies 
Part I. with the foil, pofition, &c. Rattooning leffens the 
te land to be holed, but increafes the acres to be cut in 


crop. Many eftates have moft of their holing done 
by tafk-gangs; fo that he thinks rattooning does not 
unavoidably leffen the number of negroes neceflary. 

It is certainly the planter’s intereft to keep up the - 
flaves by breeding, if poffible. Has known people 
think differently on the value of new negroes and 
creoles. A feafoned flave, though more fenfible, is 
thought more apt to be ill-difpofed, and a young, 
healthy, new negro, near as valuable asa feafoned 
one not brought up by themfelves. But for a flave 
which, if new, he would give sol. fterl. he would, 
if feafoned, and not of bad character, give 7ol. fterl. 
Probably, moft of the negro tradefmen are creoles, 
and are the moft valuable. He looks on an African, 
bought young, and feafoned by 7 or 8 years work in 
the W. Indies, full as valuable for field-work as a 
creole; but others think differently. P.117. 

Were it poffible to keep up the flaves by breeding, 
Is or 20 years muft elapfe before thofe born could be 


P. 115. fit for ficld-work. In that period, the working ne- 


groes muft, in the courfe of things, be diminifhed 
near 2. ) 

He heard of a Frenchman who lived long ago in 
Grenada, pretending that it was his intereft to ex- 
hauft his flaves by labour ina few years; but it was 
always mentioned asa fingular abfurdity, and he is 
fure no planter acts on a maxim fo horrid. 

He always heard feverity deemed a reproach to 
a manager, and as likely to preclude him from em- 
ployment. 

Induftrious flaves are happily fituated, and they 
appear perfectly contented. 

He was well informed of a flave who accidentally _ 
loft 4 his foot, and was fent by his mafter to the part 
of Africa whence he came, and found many rela- 

‘tions; but the flave refufed to ftay, returned to 
Grenada, and continued, as a flave, with his mafter. 
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Can now ftate all the circumftances with certainty; 1790. 


thinks it muft have been before 1779. 
He fcruples not to give his opinion, that flaves, 


comforts, and are freer from fear of want, than the 

Englith labourers, and not having thofe ideas which 

would make their ftate intolerable to Britons, do not 

feel the pain people are apt to think, from their de- 
radation in fociety. 

Befides leflening their comfort, by increafing their 
labour, he concludes, from obfervation, that as no- 
thing pleates flaves more than new negroes coming to 
an eftate, fo, if the fupply was long ftopped, they 
would grow difcontented, probably mutinous. The 
report of the abolition had reached the iflands before 
he left them, and gave great uneafinefs to all per- 
fons there, and, he fuppofes, raifed the price of 
flaves. The fear of the effects likely to follow the 
abolition, was one caufe of his felling his flaves when 


he fold his land. 


Part II. 
mel 


in general, have fewer wants unfatisficd, enjoy more P. 11 


eis 


As many eftates are cultivated by money borrowed P. 117. 


on the credit derived from the flaves, he thinks 
fuch credit will be hurt by the abolition, and, of 
courfe, the means of cultivating fuch eftates de- 
ftroyed. 

Thinks, while new flaves can be had, at almoft any 
price, they will be fmuggled into the iflands, in 
{pite of every regulation likely to be adopted. 

He knows of no other inftance than the one he has 
mentioned, of a freeman having been executed for 


' flave-murder; nor has he heard, in Grenada, where 


he has lived almoft entirely fince it happened, (in 
1775 or 6) of any other murder of a flave by a free 


perfon. The man fo executed was an underling inP. 118. 


the Marfhal’s office, an obfcure, illiterate man.— 
Remembers nothing of this character ; but that Mr. 


Porteous, the. Marfhal, handfomely feed one or 


more counfel to argue in arreft of the judgement.— 
Thinks that the flave murdered was a woman hired 
by the prifoner, who, having difobeyed him, he re- 

G2 proved 
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1790. proved her; that the gave him fome abufe ; that, in 
Part Il. his paffion, he flabbed her, as was ftated, he thinks, 
teny-’ partly by the deceafed and by the prifoner’ s confef- 

fion; but he cannot fpeak with certainty. 

P, 119. Slaves are hired by the day, month, year, or 
years. The price varies accordingly, and as the 
renter is bound, or not, to make good the flave’s 

i value. Thinks about 1s. g2d. the prevailing daily 

Lae hire. He has known flaves hired by year, at tol. 

ei per cent. on their value, (the hirer maintaining 
them, p. 126) but much more has been given, ac- 
cording to the party’s neceffities, and the difficulty 
of getting flaves. 

Thinks the maintenance of his flaves in St. Vin- 
cent, exclufive of provifion-grounds, was 71. or 81. 
fterl. for each man, woman, or child above 12 ; and 
perhaps ¢ as much for a child under that age. 


Indian than a Britith family of the fame rank ; and 
this prevails much more among the French in our 
iflands than among Englith planters. He doubts 
not that an Englith family is better ferved by 2 or 
3, than they by 8 or 10 fervants. 

Thinks he had 40 and odd men, 30 and odd wo- 


flaves at St. Vincent. 
P. 121, The only efforts to inftruct the flaves, worth men- 
tion, as far as he faw, were thofe of the Moravians 


from thofe who did, that they thought the Mora- 
vians had confi derably improved the flaves. 

A free negro’s comfort depends on his ability to 
provide for himfelf and family, Many, in Gre- 
nada, live well; others, he thinks, have only a bare 

P, 122, fubfitence; but thinks, in general, their fituation 
may be full as enpabartall e as that of flaves. 

Droughts are more frequent and longer in the old, 
than the ceded iflands ; hence the planters in the latter 
can feed their flaves better than thofe in the former, fo 
far as relates to provifion grounds. Were not the 

} trade 


P, 120, Certainly, far more domeftics are kept in a Weft 


men, and 30 and odd children, when he fold his  @ 


in Antigua, but he did not live there, and only learnt | 
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trade with N. America reftri€ted, no doubt more 1790. 
negro provifions would be imported into the iflands. Part Il. 

The number of domeftics varies with the planter’s “+7 
family and difpofition. Recollecis no cafe where he 
thought extra domeftics were kept as a mark of fu- 
perior flate. But the thing is much lamented by p 
all. Yet, on confidering his own cafe, and fome*> '*3: 
others, he never found he could well {pare any one 
flave he employed. Thinks the true caufe of more 
domeftics being kept in the W. Indies is, becaufe it 
is not eafy to get a negro fervant fo handy as a good 
Englifh one. Believes no planter would buy, for the 
field, a negro who had been long a domeftic. When 
a man happens to fell a houfe negro, it is ufual to 
let him chufe a mafter who will not put him into the 
field; and this from humanity, left he might be 
put to harder labour than he had been ufed to. He 
believes planters would rather buy new negroes, than 
domeftics, for field-work. (Houfe-flaves, though 
numerous for the ufe, would be fo fmall an addition 
to working gangs, and are fo unwilling and unfit for 
field-work, that he fhould think that refource almoft 
nothing. P. 127.) 

The weight of bafkets of dung varies probably on P. 
eftates, and muf vary with the ftate of the dung; 
but it is fo eafy to the flaves, who carry that and all 
burdens on the head, that he has pretty generally 
feen them run or go quickly withit. He does not 
mean that the flaves would voluntarily and conftantly 
ufe that pace; but thinks the drivers would not prac- 
tife it, if found unreafonable. He never heard flaves 
complain of dunging ; though he has no doubt they 
would prefer any lighter work. (Dung-bafkets may 
be 2 or 22 feet over the top, fhelving to the bottom, 
and 7 or 8 inches deep, p. 126.) 

In the ceded iflands, crop lafts from the 1ft of 
fan. to about the end of May; after which the rains 
ufually fall, that would interfere with fugar-making. 
In Antigua, crop may laft 2 months longer. ; 
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1790. _ In the ceded iflands, the land is holed and dunged 
Part IL. from Sept. to Jan. according to the ftate of other 
“—v~ work. In eftates that rattoon long, the land to be 
P. 125. opened is a frrall proportion of the whole. Knows 
few eftates well enough handed to do all their holing 
themielves, Thinks, generally {peaking, negroes 
are feldom holing above 5 or 6 weeks, and, per- 
haps, as long dunging. 
Whites, in the W. Indies, work as plumbers, 
matons, &c. and many negroes work under their di- 
rection. Onthe whole, he thinks the labour of fuch 
whites not fo fevere as that of field negroes. The 
great difference is, that the former are not {o con- 
| {tantly in the fun as the latter. They do not fo con-- 
Pan ftantly work, but leave it occafionally to the negroes 
ne under them. 
i Thinks planters would be indifferent whether per- 
fons hired were flaves or free, if the hire were rea- 
fonable ; but he never knew free negroes fo hired. 
Unleis it were to be frequent, he thinks he forefees 
inconveniences from mixing many free hired perfons 
ni) P. 126. among flaves. Thinks planters would prefer having 
| work done by free negroes, if it could be done,’ to 
nn maintaining many women, children, old men, and 
hn invalids ; and that it would be much cheaper, unlefs 
the price of free negroes’ work were very exorbi- 
tant. ; 

Taxes are raifed differently in the iflands. He 
remembers one or more inftances of a poll-tax on 
flaves of all ages, though a contrary practice had pre- 
vailed during the French Government. A poll-tax 
{till exifts in Grenada on negro failors and others not 
employed on eftates, to make their owners contri- 
bute, as well as planters, whofe produce is taxed.— 
It has varied from 18s. to 12 or 14s. cur. per head ; 
and, he thinks, laft year, flaves, under 10 or 12 
years old, were excepted. 
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Witnefs examined.— ALEXANDER CampzBELL, Efq. 


He tefided inthe W. Indies, from 1754 to 1763. 
Has fince fpentabout half his time there. Left the 
W. Indies June 1788. In 1763, he, on the faith of 
Royal Proclamations, bought 2 fugar eftates, not 
then £ cleared, in Grenada, with above 300 negroes, 
which coft him upwards of £40000 fter. Has fince 
bought 14 properties, in the new Iflands, with 350 
flaves onthem, fome fettledin part, others uncleared, 
but fince partly cleared and fettled by him. Can’t be 
exaét, but believes; he has bought, fince 1763, above 
1200 new negroes, to put on his properties; and, 
fince then, has fold 5 or 6 of his purchafes, with 
about 440 flaves. While in the W. Indies, he yearly 
vifited the other (many Englifh and fome French) 
Iflands. From 1766, till now, has had from 500 to 
near 1000 flaves: Has now above goo (more than 
180 of them children, p. 180) Has cultivated fugar, 
coffee, cocoa and cotton. Journals of deaths, births 
and work have all along been kept on his eftates, and 
fent him. 

Thofe whoknow the W. Indiaclimate muftthink the 
lands can’t poffibly be cultivated by whites, and that 
the manual labour neceflary can only be done by ne- 
eroes. It is impoffible to keep up the ftock of ilaves 
by births. Would not have bought lands in the Ceded 
Iflands, had he conceived the fla. trade would be 
abolifhed. 

Grenada is thought to contain upwards of 80000 
acres, fome of which has been in fugar, and aban- 
doned for want of negroes, befides as much granted, 
but never cleared, fit for coffee, &c. (Much land in 
the Ceded Iflands is yet uncleared, p. 178.) He knows 
not how much land has been fold in St. Vincent; 
but believes 4 of that fold is not cultivated ; and that 
2 of the land fold in Dominique is not cultivated. 
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P. 136, 


Both thefe iflands are very mountainous: but, in ge- p, 137. 


neral, all thatis fold is fit for fome W. India produce. 
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1B 1790. Has an eftate in Grenada, near the fea, of 320 
ae Part Il. acres, 173 flaves, has long made 250 to 300 hhds. 
oe —~— It is ftrong land and rattoons; fo that only from 24 
to 30 acres is to be holed yearly. On the adjoining 
| eftate, farther from the fea, of 450 acres and 180 ne- 
- fener groes, more canes are cut yearly, yet he makes not 
Bott above 180 or 200 hhds. On the next adjoining ef- 
| tate, of 460 acres and 206 negroes, he makes not 
above 180 or 200 hhds. A foot of cane on the lower 
cee | | eftate yields as much as 12 foot on the upper; and he 
ie makes 3 hhds on the former with lefs work, fewel 
ie and carriage, than 2 onthe latter. Thefe fa¢ts thew 
the impoffibility of accurately {tating the proportion 
of negroes to acres, or hhds. 
P. 138. Is certain, not 3 eftates in Grenada are fully flaved, 
and that at leaft 15000 more flaves would be necef- 
| fary fully to flave the lands cleared, and fit for cul- 
& tivation... Does not think St. Vincent, to cultivate all 
the cultivable land, above £ flaved, nor Diminique 
% flaved. Believes Grenada and its iflands contain 
ti 33000 or 34000 flaves, St. Vincent 12000, and Do- 
ae minique 17000. ; 
| A gang of negroes confifts of tradefmen, boilers, \ 
Bahn ficid-negroes, &c. The crop is from January or 
Ue February, to June or July, according as the eftate is 
4 flaved ; if underhanded they begin foon. Then fome 
i tradefmen work at their trades, others help to take 
bi off the crop. In 180 or 200 negroes, there are com- 
1 monly 50 cutters and tiers, 20 or 25 carters and mule 
i boys, about the works and mill from 30 to 40; about 
the works from 15 to 20, watchmen, &c. about 15. 
Thefe, from 12 to 15, years old, weed canes, 
ae children from io to 12 pick grafs. The reft are 
Ph fuperannuated, fick, or infants. When crop is over, 
haa lec P. 139. in Grenada, they have 2 or 3 days to clear and put in 
{hea order their gardens. After that they all weed rat- ~ 
toons and plants till the middle of Auguft, when 
many of the ftrongeft (40, more or lefs) go to holing, 
the reft ftill weeding. When the land is holed, and 
the dung carted out by mules they, carry it se 
oles 
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holes, then they plant the land. This, with making 1790. 


dung, repairing roads, and clearing the eftates’ pro- Part H. 


vifion-grounds, employed the field-negroes, out of “~—~ 


crop. 
They are commonly in the field from fun-rife, ne- 


ver earlier, till fun-fet, which never differs % hour 
fom 6 o'clock. In Grenada, and, he believes, the 
other Ceded Iflands, they have from 4 to 1 hour for 
breakfaft, and, from 12 to 2, for dinner. 

A field-negro works the fame time in, as out of 
crop, But in Grenada, and the other Ceded Iflands, 
they boil fugar all night, and commonly have 3.ipells 
of boilers, mill people, &c. which are changed at mid- 
night; fo that only every ad night, they lofe their 
6 hours reft. On fully flaved eftates, there are often 
4 {pells. | 

The cutting of canes is not very hard, tying them 
eafy; the feeding the mills and fires are the moft la- 


borious. The reft of the work is very eafy. On the-P. 140, 


whole, thinks the negroes are moft healthy in, and 
like the crop beft. Never knew them complain of 
work then. The mill-gang commonly fing all night. 
Certainly labour in crop is the hardeft, as 3 their 
time, out of crop, is weeding. Holing is the moft 
fevere work out of crop. 

A bafket of dung for the ftrong, holds about 30lb. 
for the weak about 1s!b. Thefe gangs go in a row, 
the drivers with them. Some put morc, others lefs 
snto the bafkets. It is impofiible for any healthy 
grown flave to think this laborious. Dung, in Gre- 


nada and other iflands, where carts and mules with P, rar, 


bafkets can go, is carried out by them, univerfally, 
and the negroes feldom have above 200 yards to 
carry it to the holes. 

In Grenada, they gave no provition to the healthy 
(except herrings or falt fith) uniefs their grounds fail 
them, and if fo, they give no more food at one time 
than another. They often give holers weak grog: 
twice a-day. Holing does not occafion ficknefs. Ne- 


eroes feem fond of it, and commonly fing at at. 
H knows 


He 
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1790. knows feveral tafk-eanes who hole, all the year, by 
Part I. tatk-work, equally healthy with thofe employed in 
‘“—~-7 other works. Nor does he think holing fo hard as 

mowing, and other works here. The work of field- 

negroes much eafier than the common labour here. 

Negroes are fed differently in different Iflands. 

In Grenada, where eftates are large, and have much 

P. 142.new ground, they have as much land as they can 
work, to maintain themfelves and fell the furplus, 

as it has been univerfally confidered the ereatelt be- 

nefit toa’ planter, that his flaves fhould have plenty, 

and the more money they got, the more attached 

they were. They have an afternoon weekly, to work 

their grounds, and the manager or overfeer calls 

over the lift, twice a day, toe fee who were in their 
grounds, and alwayson Sunday morning, g o’clock, 

when the negroes were ordered into their grounds, 
except fuch as had paffports, to go to market, or 
church, or to fee their countrymen, which he never 

knew refufed, when there was occafion.. The ma- 

nager fometimes, and the overfeers twice, ‘weekly, 
viewed the negro-gardens, and always gave an al- 
lowance, and often further time, to fuch whofe gar- 

dens were negleéted, or when there was not fufficient 

food inthem. If negroes had not fufficient grounds, 

they would rob their neighbours, and might revolt ; 
and it is of the greatelt confequence that all the ne- 

gtoes be properly fed. As fome were not fo atten- 

tive to their intereft as others,’ the Grenada legifla- 

ture paffed a law for infpecting negro grounds, in 

1766, and another in 1788, inferted in the P. Coun- 

P. 143. Cil’s Report. Negroes may raife poultry and hogs, 
and fell them for the beft price they canget. (They 

are forced to labour at their own ground, p. 179). 

They raife, for their own ufe, or for fale, in Gre- 
nada and the Ceded Iflands, plantanes and fig-bana- 
mas, caflada, yams, &c. &c. alfo cabbages, fhal- 
lots, &c. likewife pine-apples, water-melons, &c. 
Every one of thefe the negroes have in their grounds, 
at fome time or other of the year. Very little la- 
~ bour 


ae 


W. Invres.—N. AMERICA. CAMPBELL. 


s 


bour in planting them, and they only require 2 or 3 1 


weedings, which can be done by the children. Part 
Plantanes are very fruitful, 3 or 4 weedings the only —— 


cultivation required. The negroes need not work 
half their allowed time in their gardens, and that 
only out of crop, as the rains fet not in till May or 
June, before which they cannot plant. 

In Grenada, the negroes commonly have from 
8 to 12 herrings weekly, or falt fith in proportion; 
children and infants have half allowance. They have 
beef and pork at Chriftmas. 

In Grenada and the Ceded Iflands it is cuftomary, 
and, in Grenada, there is a law, that provifions 
fhould be raifed by the whole gang, for the fick, and 
for the indolent who neglect their grounds, or who, 
from cafualties, have not food enough in them; (re- 
peated, p. 179) and parifh guardians are appointed 
to infpect the grounds; and in cafe of want, the 
mafters commonly buy provifions. 

New negroes are cloathed, and placed with the 
chief negroes, and regularly feed thrice a day, fora 
year or more, till they have enough food in their 
grounds, and can provide for themfelves. ‘Their 
firft work is to plant their grounds, and they are al- 
lowed, at times, daystoweedthem. They generally 
are allowed to fell the firft provifions they raife, to 
_ attach them to the eftate and encourage them. Pro- 
» perty they can call their own makes them happy, 
and gives them a better idea of their ftate. Matters 
very often give them poultry and encourage them to 
rear them. ! 

In general, the negroes fell provifions, poultry 
and hogs. A flave who makes proper ufe of his 
time, may fell produce to the value of from £ 7 to 
£15 fier. yearly. Some induftrious negroes, who 
have good land, often fell from £ 30. to £ 40 fter. 
Slaves with children have a greater proportion of 
Jand than fingle flaves; and, he believes, in the Ceded 
Iflands, 3 the current fpecie is the property of the 
negroes. 

H 2 Negroes 
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Negroes are naturally fond of gay drefs, and tho” 


Part II. allowed fufficient working day cloaths, they buy 
ti fine cloaths for Sundays. It is very common, in 


Grenada and the Ceded Iflands, to fee field-negroes 
in white dimity jackets and breeches, and fine Hol- 
land fhirts; and the women in muflins, and 4 or § 
India muflin Handkerchiefs on their heads, at 8 or 
tofh. each. He has often feen flaves give feafts to 


P. 146. 100 or 200 other flaves, with every rarity and wines, 


which he could not have given for £ 60 fter. and. 
they very often borrow their mafter’s plate and linen 
to entertain their friends. Thefe feafts are very fre- 
quent amoneft the flaves. When large hogs are. 
killed by the plantatiori-negroes, they are commonly 
fold to the reft, in fmall quantities. 

Negroes with families, or fingle ones, who with for 
houfes, are affifted by their mafters to build them. 
They are commonly from 25 to 30 feet long, from 
12 to1s feet broad, the fides and tops covered with 
wild cane, and thatched with cane-tops. They are war- 
mer, drier, and efteemed healthier, than if boarded.. 
At one end there is a hog-pen outfide, and at the 
other a hen-rooft. 

Knows no where a greater proportion of able, ex- 
perienced, medical men, than in the W. Indies. There 
are about 40 in Grenada, where they are allowed 
7th. 6d. cur. for each flave, young and old, and 
paid befides for fractures and operations, and 2ofh. 
cur. per head for inoculation. Sick flaves are im- 
mediately fent into the hofpital, where 2 nurfes al- 
ways attend to nurfe and give them phyfick. The 
Doctor, if not refident, always vifits them thrice a 
week and oftener, if neceflary, and the owner or 
manager, and chief nurfe, examine all the fick every 
morning. ‘The hofpitals are conveniently divided. 


P. 147. There is one on every eftate, obliged by law to be 


properly kept. Wane and every neceflary is. gene- 
rally found forthe fick. Believes the plantation hof- 
pitals, in Grenada, are generally as well attended as 
thofe in England. If the leaft fore appears on a ne 
groe’s 
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eroe’s leg, he is laid up, as it is dificult to cure 1790. 
fores without confinement. Negroes are regularly Part If. 
fed in the hofpital. They often remain a day or “~— 
two in the hofpital, with only a dry fkin. | 
An eftate of 3 or 400 acres, with fufkcient flaves 
and ftock, may be worth 30 or £ 4oooolter. The 
manager ought to have fenfe, humanity and good 
conduét. He muft ftudy the flaves tempers, and 
know the care of ftock and land, fo that he fhould 
poflefs the firft abilities. It is the owners intereft 
and care to get fuch a man, Planters, knowing it 
the chief point to have the negroes in good heart, 
look firft to his humanity, without which no planter 
would employ his brother. Managers in Grenada, 
and the Ceded Iflands, have commonly from £ 150 
to £ 300 per Annum, which, withthe provifions and 
fiock they raife, enables them to live well, and to 
fave moft of their wages. Ifhumane, they are ge- 
nerally as much refpected as owners, and very often 
become owners. Are very often gentlemen’s fons 
from Europe, who, having experienced, as over- 
feers, the management of flaves and manufacture of 
produce, become managers. : 
Negroes are generally fubject to thieving and drink- Pp, 148, 
ing; and a number of ill difpofed negroes coming: 
from Africa often break open ftores and rum cellars, 
 fteal provifions, quarrel, and rum away. Thefe are 
| the caufes generally for which matters punith them. 
All eftates are obliged to guard negro gardens, &Xc. 
In Grenada, by law, owners or managers cannot or- 
der above 39 lathes, on the breech, for any one 
erime—and overfeers cannot themfelves punifh, or 
order above 12 lathes. Plantation-punifhment is not 
fo fevere as 50 lafhes given toa foldier, and is foon 
cured. Great crimes are often forgiven to negroes 
who: have not been punifhed before, becaufe after 
-feveral floggings, they confider it as little punifh- 
ment. Good negroes feel the difgrace more than 
the whipping. Whipping are more frequent on fome 
eflates than others. Owners or managers feldom or 
- ever 
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1790. ever punifh for fmall crimes; but itis fometimes re- 
Part II. quifite to punith, but not too feverely—it is the owners 
‘—-y—— intereit not to punifh fo feverely as to keep negroes 


P. 149 


Si fey 


from working: nor did he ever fee a punifhment 
which he could call very fevere, or more than the 


,hegro could bear. In the W. Indies, -as every 


where elfe, fome are more indulgent than others ; 
but he never remembers to have {een any cruelties, 
tho’ he has heard of owners feverer than others. 

In 10 years, ending 1788, he faw no beggars or 
miferable objects, except at Barbadoes, where he 
faw many whites of that defcription, fome ferving 
free negroes and flaves, who pay a weekly fum to 
their mafters. 

French domefticks are very often made com- 
panions by their owners. Many of them are their 
matters’ mulatto children. Their domefticks are 
generally better treated than the Englifh; but they 
do not feed and cloath their field-negroes fo well as 
the Englith: they generally work them more and 
punith them more feverely. 

He thinks the French flaves confiderably better 
difpofed than the Englifh : they are not fuch thieves. 
Being moftly Chriftians, they have better ideas of 
right and wrong. Every evening, out of crop (and _ 
on Sunday evenings in crop, p. 150.) they meet of 
their own accord, and pray, and fing hymns, with 
fervency and devotion. (The Grenada negroes are 
equally devout, p. 150.) 

All the new ‘negroes he bought feemed to be in 
the favage ftate. Thofe of the Gold coat appeared 
more tractable and induftrious. They generally 
fhewed themfelves off to be bought and when ex- 
amined feemed difappointed, if refufed. On feeing 
their countrymen, on the eftates, cloathed and com- 
fortable, they feemed very happy. He knows 
not that he ever faw one otherwife. He has often 
afked fome of his flaves, if they withed to return to 
Africa, and their univerfal anfwer was, ** No matter, 
me know better’. They with not to be thought 

Africans 


the firft fettled by the Spaniards, yet the priefts, 
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Africans, and, with them, ‘ Salt water negro” and 1790. 


‘Savage’ have the fame meaning. 


In Grevada, all the creoles and moft new NEQrocs ———w 
are Chrifiians, being generally chriftened 2 or 3 years Payer 


after their arrival. ‘They often read the fervice over 
their dead. ‘They often attend the churches, En- 
elith and Catholick.. The clergy, by law, mutt 
chriften them gratis, and certain times, yearly, vifit 


and initruct them. Believes the negroes in the other - 


Ceded lands are equally religious; tho’ there is no 
fuch law 


He had an eftate 2 years, near the Caribs in St. 


Vincent, and he has an ifland 5 leagues off, where 


they fifh. “They have the richeft land in St. Vin- - 


cent, and have cleared fome fpots where plantanes, 


| tobacco, and caflada are planted by the women. 


The men fifh, get crabs, eggs and birds, and make 
baikets, which they fell among the Iflands for li- 
quors: are quite idle at other times. ‘They have 
only a rag round the waift, and live in the favage 
{tate they did in Africa. They generally fpeak 
French; and there were always French miffionaries 


_ among them till the Ifland was ceded to us; but they 
_never could convert them. He has often feen his 
negroes feed them out of pity. They are free, and 
their lands have been confirmed to them by treaty P. 152, 


with England, when they were fuppofed to have 800 
fighting men. It is thought they have fince de- 
creafed; but believes their exact numbers have never 


' been known. 


In 1787, he went from 20 to 30 miles into Trini- 
dad, and faw partiesof yellow Caribs. ‘The women 
and children had only rags about their waifts. They 


feemed perfectly favage. The Governor told him 


they were numerous, and had many parcels of the 
richeft land in the Ifland, but not cultivated, except 


with a few plantane and orange-trees near their 
houfes which were temporary, as they often changed P. 153, 


their grounds: alfo that tho’ that Ifland was one of 


with 


1790. 
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with all their zeal, never could convert the yellow 
Caribs. ‘They are free. 


tyme Moft of the free negroes in the Iflands, have been 


P. 154. 


P. 155. 


freed by gift. He has known many. repent of their 
being freed, finding it difficult to fupport themfelves 
and get comforts when fick, equal to what they had 
before. ‘The women commonly huckfter, and often 
receive ftolen goods from flaves. Some free tradef- 
men work till they can buy a negro, and then leave off. 
Some live idle on wenches’ gains. Never knew a 
free negro work, nor does he think fuch would work 
in the field, for any wages. Their general idea of 
liberty feems to be exemption from work. 

It is impoffible for Europeans to ftand W. India 
field-work of any kind. Soldiers and failors ex- 
pofed to the fun, are liable to difeafe. It is cufto- 
mary to exercife foldiers before fun-rife, Often give 
overfeers umbrellas to keep off the fun and rain. 
White tradefmen there feldom work, in, or out of 
doors. They direct negro tradefmen how to lay out 
the work, and do light, nice jobs. (Repeated p. 173.) 

- The Ceded Iflands, being generally very moun- 
tainous and ftony, very little land can be ploughed. 
Wot rooo acres in Grenada, Steep land ploughed 
would foon be wafhed away. The flat land is moftly — 
ftrong clay, and could not be ploughed in wet. wea- 
ther, and, in dry, its hardnefs would make it dif- 
ficult. Land ploughed would ftill want fome negro 
labour. Lands in the Ceded Iflands rattoon. The 
lands can generally be holed by the negroes, after 
weeding, when they have little elfeto do, and the — 
fame number muft be kept to take off the crop, 
Ploughing would fave very little, from the difficulty 
and expence of getting a proper ploughman, the ex- 
pence of horfes and cattle, and the various ftructures 
of ploughs: the charges of ploughing would be 
double that of holing by tafk-work. Ploughs have — 
often been tried without fuccefs. Believes the plan- 
ters would eagerly purfue any mode that promifed 
to eafe their flaves. (Believes it poffible to Sa 
I aiter 
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‘after the plough, (without holing) with a good 179 
ploughman, but he believes few could plough a Part II. 
furrow ftraight enough. Knows not that it ever was —~—w 


orcan be fuccefsfully practifed in the W. Indies, p. 
180). 

Thinks it impoffible to cultivate a W. India ef- 
tate without negroes attached to it, where 2 or 300 - 


negroes are requifite for 3 or 400 acres. The ableft P. 156, 


planter cannot tell when the conftant attendance of 
the negroes is moft wanted. Their abfence fora 
fortnight would be very injurious, and might not be 
recovered in years. It would be impoffible, with- 
out negroes attached, to hire, lodge, or feed the 
number requifite. 

Believes women in the W. Indies breed not fo 
foon, nor fo long, as in colder climates, feldom 
have above 5 or 6 children, have early and more 
various connexion, which tends to hinder breeding. 

From 27 years experience, and the opinions of 
medical men, has found, that many infants die of 
locked-jaw, of worms, and of the putrid fore throat. 
Moft children have the yaws, which, at times, have 
baffled the firft phyficians in England. All the W. 
India Iflands are, at times, fubject to long droughts, 
heavy rains, calms and cold north winds, caufing dif- 


orders, and often great mortality. It is generally moft p, ; 


fatal to the healthieft, ableft flaves. 

In the W. Indies, hurricanes or exceffive rains, 
deftroy the provifions, from July to November when 
no fhips are there; and this country being too dif- 
tant to fupply them, the flaves are forced to eat un- 
ripe provifions, often caufing great mortality from 
fluxes, which he has often known attack 3 a gang. 
Thinks this caufe deftroys as many flaves as the 
country diforders. Formerly they could foon get 
dry provifions from America; and this evil may be 
remedied by a trade, in fimall veflels, with that 
country. 

Seldoin above 3 or 4 years pafs in any Ifland but 
the whites and blacks are vifited by epidemicks. 

I Very 
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1790. Very often an eftate will increafe by births for a time, 
Part II.and, in 1 or 2 months, lofe % or = of its flaves. 
“—~— He has an eftate, with about 200 flaves, in the 


healthieft part of Grenada, where, from 1766 to 
1786, his numbers diminifhed not above 10: In 
1786 they were 12 lefs; in 1787, he loft 25, moft 
of them the ftouteft he had, with a liver-complaint. 
All his neighbours fuffered equally, and one parti- 


P. 1s58.cularly loft 47, out of 300, of that diforder. In 


1788, it was fatal, both to whites and blacks, in 
other parts of Grenada, where it had never been fo 
fatal before; but it has fince been more frequent in 
all the Iflands. In the year ending June 1789, his 
Grenada flaves have increafed 8 by births; but, by 


letters of October laft, he loft, in 6 weeks, 17 by the 


flux, moftly able flaves. Believes all the Iflands have 
fuffered as much. In Sv, Kitts and the Leeward H- 
lands they loft a great many flaves 2 years ago. 

If he could not have bought grown flaves to re- 
place his lofs, even 15 or 20 loftin 170, would have 
leffened his crop by at leaft 60 or 70 hhds. fugar and 
40 punch. rum. Fears, that in {pite of humanity, 
rather than fuffer fuch lofs, his other flaves would 
have been worked more than if the eftate had 
been fully flaved, and it might caufe a greater lofs 
of flaves and crop the next year. But, by buying 
20 new flaves he fhould pay this country for manu- 
factures, herrings, &c. duties and freight of 60 or 
70 hhds. of fugar, and of 3 of the rum, above £. 2000, 
and he fhould be repaid his lofs in one year; and 
humanity would be protected, by faving his other 
flaves and bringing 20 flaves from a favage ftate to 
be well ufed and made chriftians of. 


P. 159. A weakly handed eftate, muft begin crop Janu- 


ary 1. and continue till June or July, hence the 
canes being then watery 2500 or 3000 gall. of liquor 
will go to 1 hhd. of fugar; but a full handed eftate may 
begin crop in March, April or May, and then 1500 
gall. liquor or Jefs would make a hhd,. with half the 
labour of flaves and fteck. Newly cleared eftates, 

5 in 
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in the Ceded Iflands, if negleéted a year, grow into 1790. 
wood and bruth 10 or 12 feet high, and if weak- Part II. 


handed, part muft be abandoned. 

If the Ceded Iflands were now fully cultivated and 
flaved, the number of flaves would not be fufficient 
to continue to raife the fame produce; for now the 
land there is new and rdttoons, and takes lefs dung. 


Thinks, if the fexes were equalized by buying P. 160. 


more women, it would ftill be impoffible for the 
flaves to be kept up by breeding. 

His eftates, as healthy as any in Grenada, having 
good and abundant provifion grounds, attended by 
able medical men, yet, he believes, have loft 3 per 
cent. of flaves, annually, on an average. From 
what he knows and has heard, believes the decreafe 
in that and the other Ceded Iflands has been fully as 
ereat, and near as great, in the old Hands, which 
are healthier but worfe off for provifions. (Decreafe 
2 per cent. yearly, moftly of the able flaves, the lofs 
of labour may be 2 per cent. more, and the increafe 
of labour alfo 2 per cent. p. 162, 176). From 1779 
to 1784, the lofs in Grenada was eftimated at 4 per 
cent. tho’ the Ifland was then uncommonly healthy 
and few whites died. Believes the additional mor- 
tality was owing to the {carcity caufed by the war. 
Isinterefted in 3 eftates, in a healthy part of Domi- 
nica, having plenty of ground provifions, and a doc- 
tor conftantly refident; but the decreafe on them, 
he believes, has been 4 percent. No negroes have 
been put on them fince 1779. 2 of the works have been 


abandoned, from the decreafe, have grown into P. 161. 


brufh and wood, and make not # the produce they 
did in 1749. vee 

In cafe of the Abolition, the flaves, fenfible part of 
the lands growing into brufh and wood would be un- 
healthy, and their labour would be harder, would 
defpond. Buying new negroes makes the flaves 
happy, as eafing them and affording them WiVes. 
By late letters from fome of the Grenada legiflature, 


he learns that the flaves begin to be a little turbu- 
| }2.- lent, 
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1790. lent, faying Parliament would free them, but for 
Part II.their mafters. With thefe ideas the whites might be 
sve’ deftroyed in a day. Believes if they knew Parlia- 

ment meant to abolith a trade fo effential to their eafe 
and comfort, and could come at thofe who fhould 
pafs fuch a law, they would not fcruple to deftroy 
them. 


i Ay i. | The SI: trade, having been almoft intirely ftop- 


ped in the war, the Iflands fuffered greatly in num- 
bers and cultivation—Grenada loft near 7000, and 
he believes the others proportionally; and, fince then, 
all our Iflands have been and are in great want of 
flaves. Foreigners have given $.as much more than 
we have, and their demand being great, we were 
obliged to take young and old flaves, fetting afide 
the fick, not being able to get women, and a great 
many imported are paft breeding. 

P. 162, The planters creditors are alarmed at the difcuf- 
fion of the queftion of Abolition, and with for their 
money. It has totally {topped loans and fales of W. 


Bg | India eftates.. The planters holding their property 


ie by charters and acts of Parliament, and finding they 


ue it are likely to be deprived of the only means of pre- 
at ferving it, by a¢tsof Parliament, they confider their 


eftates as in a more uncertain ftate. 


Nada Were epidemicks to carry off | the people in this 
Bae kingdom, the lofs could be fupplied, from this and 
et the neighbouring kingdoms, and the fame may be 
ee faid of Africa; but, in cafe of the Abolition, the 
1 CeLAL lofs from difeafes in one Ifland, it could not be fup- 
es * “"?" lied, from any other, as flaves could not be bought 


at any price, Hence, in time, the Abolition will 
ruin the W. Indies and the flaves now there. 
His reafons for thinking that, if this country abo- 
lifh the flave-trade, the other European nations 
P, 164, would carry iton and extend it. The French, whofe — 
W. India Colonies are not } cultivated, have granted 
bounties on flaves and the fhips carrying them. 
Spain could buy flaves cheaper, were G. Britain to 
abolish the trade, and has, by a late edict, Rai 
a a 
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ali her W.Indian ports, and offered bounties on 1790s 
flaves. By another edict, fhe has offered freedom Part Il 
to flaves deferting from other colonies. It is well ——“— 
known many Englifh SI: fhips, with Englifh matters 

and French feamen, have, in the laft 2 years, failed 

from France, as French veffels, to get their bounties. 

In cafe of the Abolition, our Merchants will go to 

France and Oftend, to carry on the trade with the 
French and other foreign colonies who, in their 

turn, will carry flaves to our colonies. Moft goods 

fent to Africa are cheaper in France than England. ItP. 165. 
is well known, the value of W. India produce, at 
an under-price, and in abad year, was £.g000000, 
exclufive of exports to Ireland and N. America. 
Above £.3000000 in duties freight, and the other 
£.6000000 confumed in manufactures and center 
here. 

The planter, having hitherto confidered that he 
could not be deprived of his property without an 
equivalent, and feeing his flaves wafting, would 
think it incumbent on him to get flaves in any way, 
and at any price. He would be obliged to buy them 
at the free-ports, and to carry them in {mall incom- 
modious veflels in which the flaves, in a few days, 
would fuffer more than in a voyage from Africa, and 
would coft near double the prefent price. Thinks no 
Act could prevent the planters from getting flaves; nor 
does he fee, if men of war fhould feize them, how 
they could fell them. (Repeated, p. 177.) 

Thinks it was ftipulated, in the Ceded Ifland 
grants, that 4 the land granted fhould be cultivated, 
in 20 years, and that there was a penalty for non-per- 
formance; but knows of none being inforced. 

Moft of thofe who abandoned lands in Grenada P. 167. 
were new fubjects, and carried their flaves to foreign 
Tflands to avoid paying their debts to Britifh mer- 
chants: others from the decreafe and non-importa- 
tion of flaves were obliged to abandon cultivation: 
others, as no flaves were to be bought, took their 
flaves off their coffee, &c. eftates, and put adic 
t. their 


P. 166. 
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their fugar eftates to fupply their lofs: And fome 
whofe flaves had decreafed, had not the means to re- 
place them and abandoned their property. 

When Grenada was ceded in 1763, the Britith laws 
were confidered as in force there. In 1764 or 65, 
a legiflature was formed there, which pafled laws for 
the government and protection of flaves; but no law 
was pafled to prevent owners from punifhing as they 
thought proper, it being confidered by the legifla- 
ture, of which he was a member, that no local law 
could prevent improper punifhment fo much as the 
Britith laws then in force there. All the inhabitants 
were interefted in protecting the flaves, as infurrections 
might be occafioned by cruelty. The Iflands being 
{mall, and eftates not above 3 or 400 acres, the con- 
duct of mafters is generally known. Several matters 
have been indicted and fined for cruelty, by the Juf- 
tices, at the Seffions, and one white man was hanged, 
but whether a mafter or not, he cannot fay. 

Some of the many Grenada laws for proteéting 
and managing flaves having been found inadequate, 
in 1788, a Committee (of which he was one) was 
appointed to revife and reform thofe laws.’ He be- 
lieves they reftri€ted punifhment to 39 lathes, to 
thew G. Britain, who had been petitioned againtft the 
flave-trade, that there was fuch a law. Thinks 
the flave was as weil protected before as he is by this 
law; for it certainly was always underftood and prac- 
tifed, that the flave was protected by the common 
law of G. Britain. 

The Quantity of flaves-grounds depends on their 
quality and fituation. Some having more land than 
others, give the flaves as much as they can work. 
Never knew lefs than an acre given to 6 perfons of 
all ages (exclufive of the common provifion-grounds” 
worked by the whole gang, p.179.) When an 
eftate is faid to confift of fo many acres, the flaves- 
srounds are included. 

In Grenada negroes are not commonly allowed to 
Keep goats. Other things. are cheap for that couns 
try ; 
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try: Pork about sd. per lb, fixed by law; a fowl 1790. 
from 18d. to 3s. other poultry in proportion; aroaft- Part II, 
ing pig 4s. 6d.—all fterling. Knows no whites who “==. 
raife ftock, except a little by proprietors, but moft 

of it is bought of the flaves. 

In the French Iflands, he believes, the flaves have 
much the fame quantity of provifion-grounds as thofe 
in Grenada. Has feen the Code Noir, and knows 
the French mode of treating flaves. Many regula- 
tions of that Code were incorporated into the firft 
Grenada flave-laws. 

French ufe their domeftics better than the En-P. 171. 
glifh, but field-negroes of both are on a footing, ex- 
cept that, till the war, American and European pro- 
vifions were dearer to the French than the Englith,. 
who could and did feed their flaves beft. Cloathing 
coming cheaper from England, they cloathed them 
yearly, while the French flaves were generally obliged 
to cloath themfelves, except the domeftics whom their 
matters cloathed for fhow. The French Iflands have 
few eminent doctors; nor are their fick flaves gene- 
rally fo well treated as the Englifh. The French, 
both in their own Iflands and in Grenada, work their 
flaves much harder and punith them worfe than the 
Englifh. But the French now enjoying the Ameri- 
can trade, can feed their flaves better than the 
Englith. 

Woollen cloaths, thought more proper, from P, 172. 
damps and bleak winds, he never knew given to 
French flaves. 

Believes the French Procureurs have not attended Pp, 173 
to their duty to the flaves in any one Ifland. Infur- 
rections have been more frequent in the French than 
Englith Iflands, as is now the cafe at Martinique, 
which fhews that their flaves are worfe treated than 
ours. 

He never knew but one man in Grenada, who 
was faid to ufe his flaves more fevere than common, 
but what his property wasruined. Thinks flaves are 

treated 
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1790. treated much better than when he firft knew the 
ches Part II. W, Indies. 
i ~~— In moft Iflands there were laws obliging pro- 
maa || prietors to keep a white man for fo many negroes, 
lene for fear of revolt and invafion, and that proportion 
na of whites being more than what was requifite to di- 
Rae a rect the eftates, white tradefmen were fent from hence 
aa to inftruét the negroes, which being accomplifhed, 
Pagan very few whites are employed on the eftates, as for- 
iA merly at Antigua, the wages and expences of a white- 
aise man, being double that of a black, the fines for de- 
ata ficiency of whites nearly pay the whole Ifland ex- 
Hate en ‘pences. He believes the other Iflands follow the 
A eae fame cuftom. 
P. 174. Has often changed his managers, but not for 4 or 
5 years; except at Tobago, where his attornies have 
i frequently changed his managers, fince he left the 
aie country. 
ae ae) Owners or attornies generally buy flaves, but with 
Bayt the managers’ affiftance. 
| eR aay Moft managers buy flaves with their favings; but 
iN il fuch flaves are feldom kept or hired on the eftate he 
he directs. ‘They are generally let to others, the firft 
i year, for their maintenance; afterwards they hire 
aie are them at yearly wages, or in gangs for tafk-work. 
ee Before the capture of Grenada in 1779, the taxes 
| were partly railed by a poll-tax, fometimes on all 
eee ' flaves, fometimes on thofe of certain ages: but fince 
eee the reftoration in 1784, the taxes were raifed on the 
produce. On town-negroes, there was a poll-tax 
from 12 to 18s.cur. per head, according to the exi- 
gencies of government. In 1784 a perpetual tax, of | 
i8d. cur. per head, was laid on all flaves, in Gres 
nada, to fupport the clergy. 
P. rye, The roots on which negroes are fed are liable to 
injury by hurricanes. 
P. 176, Domeftic and field-flaves are equally healthy: if 
any thing, the former die fafter than the latter, ow- 
ing probably to their rambling more at nights, ef- 


pecially the young men. 
Does 
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Brought two negro flaves to England, who, after 1790. 
ftaying about 3 months, begged to return. Said they Part If. 
did not like this country; it was dull. They pined “~~ 

ODF 
both home, where they remain contented. © 214s 

They were exceedingly ftruck with the number 
of beggars in the ftreets, and ufed to fay, “ Buccra 
not good”. 

On their return, one of them (the man) had the P. 215. 
option of what trade he would be put to. The 
woman was hired to hawk merchandife about the 
country. : 

Two males are imported to one female, Loft by 
deaths about 6 per cent. per ann. 

Planters always go upon the fyftem of breeding P. 215. 
flaves ; it is their intereft. 

Adults alfo are fubject to tetanus. Pei 2E% 

Has heard they are not fond of felling, in Africa, 
thofe women beft adapted for breeding. 

Fancies negroes in Africa do very little work, muft P. 215. 
be habituated to labour by degrees; in 2 or 3 years 
are faid to be ‘ feafoned.” Not many die within 3 
years, though more afterwards. Relations always | 
fold together. The lofs of field flaves would be P. 220. 
fupplied in a very trifling degree by fending houte 
flaves into the field. . 


Witnefs examined,—Joun Grec, Esa. 


Was in the W. Indies for about 20 years, fromthe P. 221, 
year 1764. Was in the Ceded Iflands 2 or 3 times 


each year, twice in Jamaica, at Antigua, Hifpaniola, 


Martinique, and St. Lucia, but refided moftly in 


‘Dominique. Secretary to the King’s Commiffion, 


and Auctioneer in difpofing of the lands inthe Ceded 


‘Iflands.» Sold 174000 acres for £.620000, under 


a covenant for the purchafer to tut down, clear and 


‘cultivate one acre out of 20, every year, till half 
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1790. the uncleared land fhall be cleared ; under penalty of | 
Part IL. paying § per ann. for every acre neglected. Vide 


The greateft part of St. Vincent and Dominique 
remains in wood. More than # of each have been 
difpofed of. | 
P. 223. The lands, in numerous inftances, were fold far 

above their apprehended value. 

P, 224.  Immenfe fums have beea laid out in buildings and 
other works, in fome inftances more than the pur- 
chafe money. Number of negroes in Dominique 
and St. Vincent, a year ago, was about 27000, 
Judges the prefent number inadequate for the lands 
already cleared, without large annual fupplies. Some 
plantations are falling back to a defert fate, fromthe 
high price of negroes caufed by the rumour of abolith- 
ing the trade. 120000 additional negroes would 
hardly be fufficient to clear and cultivate the un- 
cleared lands. | 

Flad it been apprehended that the flave trade would 
be abolifhed no perfon would have purchafed thefe 
lands. 

There will be a great deficiency of labour, from 
the prefent full grown negroes crowing paft their 
work. Has obferved negroes in allthe Iflands much 
happier in general than the lower people in England. 
Recollects no beggars, or deferted flaves. 

P. 226, Number could not be kept up by breeding: This 
not the effect of fevere treatment. 
Effect of abolition would be general ruin of the 
whites, and deftruction of the blacks. | | 
Befices common caufes of mortality, negro-wormen 
plunge in rivers immediately on delivery, andunder 
other improper fituations, put on wet cloaths, which 
bring on complaints unfavourable to propagation. 
All poffible means have been attempted to coun- _ 
teract the feveral caufes of mortality. | 
P, 227. ‘The negroes apply hot linen to the navel firing, 


which produces irtitation and brings on the fall of 
the jaw. 


lied 
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Some eftates in Dominique were begun to be 1 90. 
worked with capitals unequal to the enterprife ; be- Part IT, 
fides which, furious loans, an impofition of 4% Per Sm | 
cent. on the produce, and a duty of 308. On every P. 228. 


a ee 


i 
imported negro, ferved to complete the rain of the e 
adventurers. M 
French houfe negroes better, field much worfeP. 229. a 
treated than our own. " 


The price of negroes in 1765, was £.26 tos. perP, 2.30. 
head. At prefent they are f. 50. Before the report i 
of an abolition prime negroes fold at £. 35 to £. 38. ae 

The relief held out by Parliament in cafes of fa- 
mine, by permitting the Governor of any Ifland to 7 
import provifions from the foreign Iflands, is futile ; a 
becaufe no ftores of provifions are, or can be, kept if 
there. Hurricanes have done great damage. ih 

It is the maxim, and the intereft of Planters to Ae 


Be a9 3 u 


. Ay 
raife Creoles. a 
ie 

Witnefsexamined,—Jonn Antuony Rucker, Esa. th 
THe i 

ay 

Is a confiderable proprietor of lands in Grenada, P. 236. AT 
Cariacau and St. Vincent. i 


Would not have adventured his property if he i 
had underftood that Great Britain would prohibit af 
the importation of negroes ; wifhes he had nor. Has i 
lent large fums, which he would not have done, A 3 
had he apprehended abolition of flave-trade.. Has not 
{ufficient numbers to keep up the prefent cultivation. . 
Cannot pofitively fay, whether the ftock may, in fu- yp 
ture, be kept up by breeding, having never been in | 
the W. Indies, but is informed by his agents they 


cannot. Ce rem 
Abolition will have a dreadful effe&, as-we mutt OTD Ee 
have recourfe to foreigners to fupply us with fugar, Pica ty PS at: 
which will caufe a balance of trade againft Great Bie apie 
_ Britain of ro90000 to 1200000. The lofs of fhip- Aes get vite 
ping would alfo be great. 7 PROBES 
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1790. | The credit of W. India property was very bad before 
Part II. the agitation of this queftion, and it is now grown 
L—— much worfe. The fecurity of the large debt from the 
P. 237. W. Indies to G. Britain would be materially injured. 

The purchafes he made in the W. Indies were par- 
ticularly fortunate and advantageous. 

The experience of 25 years has taught him the 
{tock of negroes cannot be kept up by breeding. 


Witnefs examined,—Joun Hankey, Efq. 


Is a very large proprietor of lands in the Ceded 
lands, fince 1764, has alfo very large fums out- 
ftanding. Would neither have purchafed lands nor 
lent money, had he conceived the importation of ne- 
groes would have been prohibited. 

His eftate can by no means be cultivated without ne- 

P. 239. groes, nor has he, at prefent, a fufficient ftock, nor can 
he keep up a ftock without fupplies from Africa. 

Believes the defect of population not owing to ill 
treatment or exceffive labour. : 

Effect of abolition will be the gradual decay and, 
at laft, ruin of the Iflands. ~ 

The agitation of this queftion has injured the cfe- 
dit on W. India property, and if the fupply of ne- 
groes be flopped, the fecurity of the large debt of 
the planters to G. Britain will be very materially 
injured. | 

P. 240. Never was in the W. Indies—W. India credit was 
very good before the war, and fince would have re- 
vived but for the queftion of abolition. | 

Amount of the advances of this houfe on W. India 
property, was about £ 250000, at § per cent. 


Witnefs examined, —Wiziirtam Top, Efq. 


P. oar. 1s a merchant of London, and proprietor of lands” 
in Grenada and the Grenadines, ince 1774 oF 1775 


—15S 
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_—Isalfo a creditor on the fecurity of W. India eftates. 1790. 
Efiates cannot, in his opinion, be cultivated but Part IL. 
by negroes. | Saoreaet 
Would not have purchafed, or lent, if he had un- 
derftood that the importation of negroes would be 
prohibited. 
Eftates have not a fufficient ftock, nor could that 
be kept up without fupplies from Africa. 
Defeét of population not owing to il treatment, 
nor exceffive labour. | 
“Effe& of ftopping the importation from Africa, in 
his opinion, would be fatal. 
Has refufed to lend money on W. India fecurity, 
till he faw the event of the queftion of abolition of 
flave trade. 
The fecurity of the debt from the W. India planters 
will not be fo good as it was if the trade be flopped. 
Never was in the W. Indies. 


Witnefs examined,—Mr. Rozrerr THomAs. 


Refided about 9 years in St. Kitts and Nevis as ap, 946, 


-fargeon, and attended between 4000 and 5000 ne- 


groes annually. 

A furgeon’s attendance expected once or twice a P, 24%, 
week, or daily, if neceffary. On moft eftates 6s. per 
-head annually allowed, befides extra charges for 
capital operations, &c. and night vifits. : 

Had every opportunity of obferving how negroes 
were treated, worked, fed, lodged and cloathed. They 
are divided into three clafles or gangs, the ift or 
ereat gang able-bodied negroes (exclufive of tradef- 
men and watchmen) who do the moft laborious part 
of the work. The 2d, or weeding gang, from the 
age of 12 to 18 or 20, fuch as are weakly or ailing, 
and employed in light work. The 3d gang, from 
the age of 6 to 12, employed in picking grafs for 
the manager’s or proprietors ftock. 

| 4 Negroes 
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1790. | Negroes in Nevis appear in the field about 6 o’cl: 
Part I. work till about 9, when they breakfaft; at £ before 
~~ 10 refume their work, which is continued to 12, they 
P. 248. are then difcharged till 2, in this interval, out of 

crop, the major part of the gang are expeéted to 
‘ae bring a fmall bundle of grafs, durine crop: the 
Wr | cattle fed with fliced cane-tops. At 2 o’clock they 
Aas enter the field again, and work till 6, and about 7, 
if out of crop, a few bundles of grafs are again thrown. 
Once a week allowance given out to the head of each 
a family, either at 12 at noon, or about 7 at night. 
ee Women with children at the breaft have many in- 
ae dulgencies, as coming an hour later into the field, 
ae never throwing egrafs, retiring to fuckle their chil- 
iii dren ; pregnant women, on moft of the eftates, when 
hace 3 or 4 months gone with child, if in the large gang, 

Tae are ufually removed to the fmall one, and in their 
vie | 7th month excufed from all labour, going where 
oan and doing as they pleafe-—A negro midwife attends 

the lying-in women in natural cafes, but in preter- 

natural a furgeon, who has a handfome fee, about 
£9 fterling. A nurfe waits on the woman, when de- 
hivered, and her infant, till fhe can attend to it herfelf; ‘ 
every comfort afforded which that fituation required, 
and not expected to work till the end of 4 weeks, 
and not then if the furgeon thought a longer indul- 
gence neceflary. “ Ap 
For the cloathing of negroes eftates, having a cre- 
dit in England, ulually iet a fufficient quantity of 
‘coarfe baize and ofnabrugs with worfted caps and 
proper hats. Isach negro man receives a quantity of 
baize for a blanket, and of ofnabrug for a fhort jacket 
and trowfers, and each female enough for a fhort 
wrapper and petticoat, with a like quantity of the 
aan baize. ‘The younger negroes receive a proportion- — 
| able quantity. Eftates having no credit in England, 
| buy thetfe articles of the ftore-keepers at a high price. 
For many of the negroes, who are idly difpofed, 
and not truft-worthy, the proprietors or managers have — 
thofe articles made into cloaths, and given ‘ae 
or 


P. 249 
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For the negro infants many owners eithér fend 


The food ufually diftributed among the negroes 
confifted of rice, coarfe flour, rye-meal, dricd peas 
and beans, American corn, and alfo of {alt provi- 
fion, viz. herrings, fhad and other falt fith; they 
had alfo the Ifand provifion, viz. potatoes, yams, 
Indian corn, bananas, plantanes and cafladas but 


| thefe three laft articles were the produce of their own 


provifion ground, their private property. The quan- 


tity of provifion allowed was moftly from 7 tog pints 
a week for each negro, of any of the above articles, 


and the fame number of herrings or fhads, or a pro- 
portional quantity of falt fith; the above quantity 
was given on many eftates to every child as foon as 


weaned. This food, in his judgement, proper for the 
/negroes, and though a bare fufficiency for their fup- 
port, the weekly allowance is not wholly depended 
on, the induftrious having many a 
\their provifion ground, the produce of which fur- 
| nithes them with confiderable fums; as well as ra 
jhogs, goats and various {pecies of poultry. 
hear towns derive advantage from felling grafs and 
fuel to the inhabitants. 
jfufficient for their fupport, infomuch that many 
of them purchafe fine cloaths, and frequently die 


/pofiefied of what may be called large fums of money 
to them. 


dvantages from 


ing 


Negroes 


Hence they have food amply 


Seldom any reluctance to give whatever the fur- 


_geon thought proper to negroes in ficknefs, fuch as 


chicken or mutton broth, or even wine, which ar- 


ticles the manager regularly made a charge of to 


tion, worms, eatin 
| which ufually carri 
| caufe is, the neglect of the mothers. 
thd inftances of the tetanus or locked-jaw in chil- 


_the owner. 


The lofs of negro. children occafioned by denti- 


g dirt; alfo the putrid fore throat, 
es off numbers; but the principal 
Has Known 


dren, 
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1790. 


out annually a couple of fuits of baby cloaths or, Part IT. 


if refident, have them made up for them by negro ———! 
_fempftreffes. 
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1790. dren, but adults very liable to it from lacerated 
Part II. wounds or injuries in the tendinous parts. 
“———“_—s- There was an annual diminution of negroes on an 
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eftate, whofe owners gave a pecuniary reward and 
other indulgencies to every mother, who reared her 
child to the age of 2 years. 

Pregnant women during the time of their lying-in 
and afterwards, certainly not under greater difad- 
vantages than the lower clafs of white women in this 
country, being exempted from hard labour dur- 
ing pregnancy, and proper care taken of them after 
lying-in. See 248. 

The caufes of the decreafe of adult negroes on 
the fugar plantations very numerous. ft. The free” 
and eafy intercourfe of females with males. 2d. The — 
frequent abortions which the women defignedly bring 
on themfelves. 3d. The chronical difeafes to which 
women in warm climates are more fubject than in” 
colder ones. 4th. Putrid fevers, fore throats, and 
fluxes, the laftoccafioning vaft mortality. 6th. The im-_ 
moderate ufe of f{pirits, and many difeafes contracted” 
in their nightly rambles and dances. Laftly, too long — 
fuckling, viz. about 2 years, befides many difeafes 
prevalent in cold climates. ; 

Except in cafes of atrocious offences, corporal” 
chaftifement is now feldom inflicted. : 

Never called upon, in his medical capacity, to ‘ 
negroes after fevere punifhment. . 
Refident in St. Kitts, about 12 months com-— 
mencing in 1776. # 
’ Refident in Nevis from 1777 to 1785. In 17887 
paffed 8 months in Nevis and St. Kitts, but not as” 
a medical man. - 

The preceding evidence relates to the treatment 
of negroes in St. Kitts, as well as Nevis. 7 

Prefumes a greater proportion of African negroes 
may die in the firft three years after their importation - 
than afterwards, and that the change of climate pro- 
duces very great effects on the conftitution of the ne- 
gToes 
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eroes, many dying under the greateft care and at- 1790. 
tention, though put to no laborious employment. Pgct II. 

Believes labour of flaves by no means tend to —~—~ 
fhorten their lives, as they always appear chearful P. 2546 
during crop time when they work the hardeft. 

The Creole negro generally induftrious, the Afri- 
can ufually very indolent. 

A woman of equal health and ftrength with a man, 
he confiders.far more valuable, becaufe her increafe 
benefits the proprietor; fpzaks not of field-negrocs. 

Negroes are not allowed fhoes, nor do they wifh p 4, 
to wear them. | 

St. Kitts and Nevis are liable to fevere droughts, 
by which almoft all vegetation is flopped, and the 
ufual produce of the Iflands diminithed. 

Thinks 2.at leaft of the infants born, die under a 
twelvemonth. 

The office of watchman is to keep cattle from in- 
truding on cane-pieces, whilft the plants are young, 
and when mature, to guard them from depredations 
of negroes. Watchmen alfo attend ftores, Src. where 
any valuable effects are depofited. 

While refident in Nevis from1777 to 1755, an 
epidemical putrid fore throat prevailed once or Pelce, 
which carried off many children, and almoft every 
year during the rainy months, fluxes were fatal to a 
great many full grown negroes, efpecially fuch as 
were weakly. 

- The rains commence about Auguft, and end with 
November or the beginning of December. 

- Air impregnated with moift particles, tends to give 
a certain check to the perfpiration, which being 
thrown upon the bowels, is very apt to end ina flux. 
Fluxes are apt to prevail after heavy rains, from the 
water that is commonly drank coming down from 
the mountains impregnated with noxious particles. 
In 1786 a putrid fever prevailed in both Nevis and 
St. Kitts, which fwept off many black and whites. 
The flaves in that and the former year were more 
M. of} than 
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o. than ufually unhealthy, fluxes and fevers of a putrid 
Part lI kind prevailing more than common. 


——* Thinks the colonial laws reftrain the mafter from 
P. 257- exercifing any undue authority over his flaves. Any 


owner ill treating them would certainly be defpifed, 
and not admitted into the fociety of refpectable men. 

The planters in Nevis more ufually refide on their 
eftates than in moft other Iflands. 

The owner of an eftate, if refident in England, 
names an attorney, who appoints a manager, whofe 
conduct is often enquired into by the attorney, and 
when guilty of a breach of truft, or of any feverities 
to the negroes, he is difcharged. 

As to whether it was generally believed in Nevis 
and St. Kitts, that the law of England extended its 
protection to flaves in thofe Iflands? He fays, be- 
fore the framing of the Colonial laws of the different 
Iflands, the mafter had an ablolute authority over 
his flave; but as {elf-intereft is a predominant paf- 
fion, and that as it is contrary to every owner's 
intereft to be cruel to his negroes, he prefumes that 
they were ufed as mildly as they now are. 

The allowance given to the flave is jufl a fuffi- ~ 
ciency for his fupport, the fuperfluity arifing frem 
this and the produce of his provifion ground, which 
is not very great, isconverted into money for flaves 
private purpofes. The ufual quantity of ground al- 
lotted each flave, befides that about his houfe, may 


P. 258. be about £ of an acre, and generally {ome mountain- 


land. The acre is always planted with potatoes 
or fome other vegetables for the flave’s ufe. The al- 
lotment of mountain-land is always increafed in pro- 
portion to the family of the flave, but not the ground 
round the houfe. Many eftates have no mountain 
ground, the owner then gives a greater allowance of 
food. Where there is no mountain-ground, believes 
the greateft allowanee to be 11 pints of any kind of 
grain per week, befides an equal number of herrings; 
the allowance out of crop time being greater than 
during the crop feafon ; the reduction_of allowance 

may 
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may be from 9g to 6 or 7 pints ; but at this time the 1790. 

negroes have many advantages, fuch as a fupply of Part I. 
hot fyrup, a liberty of eating canes, and are in bet- “~—” 
ter condition and health than at any other period of 


the year. 
The negro-women lie-in in their own houfes. 


Never faw much whipping, and on his laft vifit P. 259. 


to the W. Indies found it was almoft difufed, con- 
 finement being attended with better confequences, 


fora negro would rather be whipped than confined. 


- And this difcontinuance of whipping he thinks to the 
—intereft of both mafter and flave. 


From the intereft of the Planter depending on the 
flave, the tyrannic acts of opprefiion and tortures faid 
to be infliéted on the negroes, are furely fuch abfur- 
dities as are felf-apparent. 

Is very certain the cultivation of fugar eftates can- 
not be carried on by Europeans. 

Is perfectly fenfible it is the intereft and with of 
the Planters in general to rear as many negro-children 


as they can. 
Has pofitive evidence that the flaves in the W, P. 260. 


India Iflands, have a decided fuperiority, as to every 
comfort of life over the common labourers and poor 
people of Ireland and Scotland, by being regularly 
fupplied with every neceflary of life, cloathing, food, 


comfortable houfes, protection in health, the beft 


advice in ficknefs, and, on their deceafe, having a 
father and protector for their children. 


“ 
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abil oth Witnefs bgt Redeadaices Toxin, Efq. 
Part I | 


iat) __—/  jHasiived.to.or 12 years in the W. Indies at dif. 

Wait i! ferent times, chiefly in Nevis. Has often been in 

ee all || St. Kitt’s, and occafionally in mott other Englifh and 

a fome mene iflands. Knows the manner Of: auld 

beth ta ell P. 261. vating “W. Indian eftates, and has an eftate in Nevis. 

eae asi Thinks it impoffible to cultivate W. India lands by 

aah he! any other than negro labour. Sees no reafon TY 
ina |) free, negroes. {hot uid not do as much work as flaves 

ree but never knew a free negro do field labour. In St. 

haa Vincent are many free negroes, (itnprop erly called 
ba at Caribs) and there negro labour is very dears; but 
ee a were they difpofed to work, the planters would give 
EON ie them very great prices § they live, however, like 
Leah sti | . favages. In Jamaica there is a ‘good number of ‘free 
ae negroes; but he does not find that any of them work 

a in the-field for hire. . | 
i yh Does not conceive it poffible to cultivate fugar 

1a plantations by whites. 

Bay Does not think that the number of negroes fuffi- 
Maen cient to cultivate fugar eftates can be kept t up by pro- 
pagation, for thefe reafons— more malés imported 

than’ females, from the Africans being all Polygamitfts, 

P. 262. and of aout unwilling to ‘part with their females— 
the early and promifcuous intercourfe of the fexes— 

the venereals—young females procuring abortions, 

to preferve their perfons—the obftrudtions, €c., the 

female negroes are fubje&t to from their wince 

ties—the negro women fuckling too lor 

mature debility of the men by fide he (oe care 

too many of the negro women are apt to take of their 

children—the many diforders to which negro chil- 

dren are peculiarly fubjec&t, as fluxes, worms, and 

the fevers incident thereto, the lock’d jaw, and eating 

dirt. On his eftate has Ba 2 males to 3 females, of 

whom remarkable care has been taken—a free wo- 

man conftantly attends the fick and breeding wo- 


men; yet, for thefe 4 or 5 years, he has but jutt 
ben able to Keep up his number. 


Has 
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putrid fevers, and fore throats, befides the {mall-_ 
pox, meatles, ac. 5 and has no reafon to think the 
loffes from thefe’ difeafes would be counterbalanced 
by breeding. 


rye meal, bifcuit, Guinea corn, and other grain; and 
| yams, potatoes, Xc., when to be had: they have be- 
fides, falt herrings, falt fifh, &c. The provifons al- 
 Jowed may be fulfcient ; but it is always underftood 
that they are to add to their allowance by. their own 
induftry, which they can do, having always land to 
lant, and leave to raife goats, hogs, and poultry, to 
{ell for themfelves ; alfo grafs and wood, which they 
fell in the towns. During his refidence in the W. 
Indies, perhaps 2-3ds of the frefh provifions he ufed 
were bought of his flaves, or thofe of others. 
| The negroes have Ofnabrugs, or coarfe linen, fora 
| jacket and breeches for the men, and a jacket and 
petticoat for the women ; with fome woollen cloth, 
and generally hats and caps, at leaft once a year. 
| ‘The children of all ages are allowed cloathing. 
_* Negroes’ houfes are built by themfelves, with the 
matters’ help, with, at leaft, two rooms, one to fleep 
in, the other for common ufe; many of their houles 
have 3 or 4 rooms, with cook rooms detached. 
~ The houfes are generally thatched and wattled, 
and many plaiftered ; but many head negroes, par-p 
ticularly in St. Kitt’s, have boarded and fhingled 
houfes. They fleep on raifed benches {pread with 
matts and blankets. 
~ On all eftates there are regular fick nurfes, and ge- 
nerally a furgeon employed by the year. Sick flaves 
have fago, portable foup, wine, frefh meat, &c. 
Poultry and mutton are often killed to make them 
| broth. He knew a convalefcent flave have 16 lambs, 
each worth 2 dollars, killed for his ufe. 
A negro woman, 4 or 5 months gone with child, 
ee me ae works 
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fas never found the lock’d jaw fo frequent in 1790. 
Nevis as in St. Kitt’s, and feveral other iflands. Part. Il. 
Negroes, infant and adult, ‘are fubject to fluxes, “~y-7 


Negroes are ufually fed with flour, Indian corn, P, 263, 
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works not in any of the gangs, but picks grafs, at- 
tends the children in the field, or does fome light 
work, more to keep her in exercife than for profit. 
In lying-in fhe has the fame atrention as the fick. 
A midwife is generally on the eftate; but in cafes 
of neceffity an eflablifhed practitioner is called at a 
very heavy expence; as midwifery, night vifits, or 
capital operations, are paid for extra. They have 
always 4 weeks to lye in, and more, if neceflary; and 
after coming out, are allowed to come an hour or two 
later into the field whilft nurfing. Never recolletts 
feeing a negro woman far gone with child put to any 
hard jabour. 

Lame, incurably difeafed, and aged negroes, have 
the fame food, clothing, and accommodation, as if 
perfectly ferviceable. He is warranted to fay, that 
the punifhments of flaves are mild, compared to 
thofe of Britifh foldiers and feamen. | 

From obfervation he has no doubt but the fituation 
of the W.-India flaves (punifhments apart) is. pre- 
ferable to that of the labouring poor in Europe, the 
climate giving an obvious advantage to the flave; 
for in a cold climate two of the greateft luxuries are 
warm lodging and warm clothing, both which the 
labouring poor can fcarcely procure; but in the W. 
Indies cool lodging and cool clothing are two of the 
ereateft indulgencies, both which the negro can ea- 
fily obtain. 

The labour expected from the negroes varies with 
their ftrength, and, in fome meafure, with the fea- 
fons. They are generally divided into 3 gangs; the 
great gang confifts of the ableft men and women; 
the fmall gang, of the younger and lefs able; and 
the grafs gang, of children under an old woman, to 
keep them out of mifchief, and ufe them to employ- 
ment. ‘The great gang hole the ground; in weed- 
ing and in crop the two gangs are generally united. 

The negroes are ventrally called into the field by 
a bell about 6 o’clock; about 8 they have z hour for 
breakfaft, generally in the field; m about ¢ of an 

| mney hour 
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hour they refume their work, which they continue 1790. 
till noon; but in very dry feafons (being out of crop Part [T. 
expected to bring grafs at noon) they are generally \~-—~ 


difcharged at about z paft 11. At 2 o'clock they 
return in the field, and continue till about 6, when 
they are difcharged to bring more grafs; in crop 
when the {tock is fed on cane-tops, and little or no 
grafs required. A few attend the mill and boiling 
houfe fome hours after dark; and on fome eftates 
being divided into proper {pells, they attend them 
moft of the night, fo that on the whole the crop 
may be called the feafon of hardett labour; and yet 
the flaves are always then heartieft. On the whole, 
he is convinced that the labour of a negro through 
the year is by no means fo fevere as that of an Englith 
labourer. Hi 

Out of crop the negroes can generally go to reft 
by 7 o’clock ; but this partly depends on themfelves, 
as they are fometimes backward in bringing their 
grafs, and generally come to get their allowance at 
that hour. As it is dark between 6 and 7, it could 
an{wer no purpofe to keep them out of crop, from 
their houfes; after that hour. 

The cultivation of a fugar eftate bears a much 
nearer refemblance to that of a garden, than to that 
of an Englifh farm. Planters who have kept this 
idea in view have generally made the moft of their 
property. W.-India lands require very nice prepara- 
tion. No produce is fown; every thing, even 
grain, being planted: the plough and other Euro- 
pean implements are therefore excluded : they have, 
he believes, been tried on eftates level enough to 
admit the experiment, but, he is well informed, with- 


out any good effects. The young cane {proutsarere-p 4 ¢. 
. 267. 


markably tender, and require repeated hoings, to be 
done moft carefully of courfe by hand. Manure in the 
W. Indies is not fpread as in England, but is car- 
ried and carefully placed round each plant fepa- 
rately ; fo that wheelbarrows or carts could not be 
ufed after the canes are come up}; but the manure is 
gene- 
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generally carted, and made into heaps at. proper dif- 


Part II. tances onthe land. before holing, to fave as much of 
i the work as poffible to the negroes. In Nevis and 


P. 268 


Montferrat it would. be impoflible,. from the recks, 
(except a very few fpots) even to try the. plough. 
‘The fevere droughts, to-which the {mall iflands are 
fabjeét, would alfo be an invincible impediment to” 
the plough, as lands, if they could be ploughed, 
would require a long time to mellow.. ‘The planters 
are fo fenliblé of the value of negro Jabour,. that they 
have left very few experiments untried that were 
likely to leffen it—it being a maxim among all. pru- 
dent planters never to employ a negro in doing fuch 
work as can be done otherwife. oie lial 4 
In St. Kitt’s flaking cattle, to provide manure and 
fave negro labour, prevails more than in any ifland 
he knows. In Nevis they ufe moving pens, fome- 
what like fheep folds; by which dung 1s made where 
it is ufed. | } site | Soa | 
There are very few places where fmall, light dung 
carts, drawn by mules, cannot be ufed; but in 
places too fteep for fuch carts, the manure is car 
ried out in horfe-hair bags, on. mules, to fave negro 
labour. 7 | ee ae 
Moft planters certainly prefer Creole flaves t 
"Africans, and therefore pay all poflible attention u 
breeding.» | | waht ae 
Knows in Nevis, that a pecuniary reward is give! 
to the mother on rearing her child’to be 2 years old; 
and that freedom from all labour is granted to, every 
- negro woman who is the mother of 6 working chil- 
dren. 4 | pinhlovss aN 
From reading, and from converfing with men well 
acquainted with Africa, and from occafional conver 
{ation with Africans thenifelves, has every reafon t@ 
think that their fituation is better generally in the W. 


ndies, than it was in their own country; and it 18 
very fingular, that there never was an inflance of 4 
negro (even an African) who had obtained his free- 
dom, ever returning to Africa, or even exprefling 4 
wi 
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with to do fo. ‘This has been faid to arife from the 1790. 
connections they have made in the W. Indies; and Part-II. 
if fo, it proves that they can form connections there “~~ 
equally, if not more, agreeable to them than thofe iy 
they quitted. It is a general miftake to fuppofe that 

liegroes in the W. Indies are very anxious to procure 

their freedom ; if fo, many of them could buy their 
freedom with the money they fave. Has known 
freedom offered to flaves on the moft moderate terms, 

and refufed, becaufe they fhould lofe their friends p, 269. 
and protectors. Has little doubt but thofe negroes 

could have bought their freedom at the fum pro- 

pofed ; is pofitive in one inftance, as he (the flave) 

has bought his fon’s freedom, and flaves for his fon’s 

ufe, himfelf (who was a fifherman, 280) full re- 
maining a flave. 

It is very common for free negroes to marry (in 
the r fenfe of the word) women flaves, though they 
Know that their offspring would be flaves, 

Has refided in England as a W.-India merchant 
fince 1784. 

Has great reafon to think that the agitation of the 
queftion for abolithing the flave trade has had effects 
on W.-India credit, very baneful and very extenfive. 

The houfe he is concerned in, and, he believes, 
many greater houfes, have been deterred by this 
confideration alone from making advances. 

Was moftly in the W. Indies from 1758 till 1766. p, 2.70. 
His father poffefled the family eftate for that time, 
and for a great part of it renter of another pretty con- 
fiderable property ; in the management of both which 
he was chiefly employed. In 1766 he returned to 
England, remaining there till 1777, when he went 
back to the W. Indies, and ftaid till 1784. Did not 
particularly attend to his gang till he laft left the 
W. Indies, being before that time employed in get- 
ting rid of fome of the worft, and in procuring ‘a 
gang, likely to increafe. In1784, had 72 malesand 
00 females ; in 178 5, 72 males and 98 females; in 
1786, 73 males and 98 females, having this year 
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bought one; in 1787, 77 males and 102 females, 6 
new negroes being bought—the increafe this year 
was 3; 1n 1788, 77 malesand 102 females, having 
with fuch a fuperiority of females barely been able 
to keép up the number, but cannot ftate the births 
and deaths in that period. _ 

In St. Kitt’s the land is fo very valuable that. the 
negro houfes ftand very clofe; the negro grounds, 
therefore, are generally at fome diftance from their 
houfes. In Nevis, where land is not fo valuable, the 
houfes ftand farther afunder, and there is generally a 
lot of land to each houfe ; but in both believes it 13 
ufual (in Nevis it is) to allow them one crop from a 
piece of cane land, befides the land round their 
houfes and the negro provifion ground. The diftant 
land is generally either mountain land, or gutfides. _ 

Had abaut 260 or 270 acres in cultivation, of 
which in general he planted yearly about go. | 

The whites in his fervice were a manager, an 
werfeer all the year, anda diftiller in crop—he hired 
a free Mulatto woman to attend the fick and the 
lying-in woman; and the fame number were em- 
ployed in his abfence. 3 

~ Never knew any fenfible planter who did not think 
it for his intereft to breed, rather than buy flaves. 

Thinks the general treatment of flaves to be better 


_now than it was 30 or 40 years ago; but knows of 


“are 


no particular alterations of late. 
The protection enjoyed by the flaves in thefe two 

iflands was that of the laws of England—he does not . 
recolleét any colonial laws in Nevis interfering with 
thefe. In St. Kict’s he believes there is a law to 
punith the maiming of flaves, paffed in 1783. 

_ Apprehends it to have been the generat opinion, 
that the Englith law extended to flaves in Nevis and. . 
St. Kitt’s. ee | a 
‘ Inftances proceedings in Nevis in the cafe of a 
fauppofed murder of a negro by 2 white men, carried 
on, as he apprehends, under the Jaws of England: 


znd another of a white overfeer, fuppofed to have 
ssl ite wantonly 
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wantonly murdered a negro of the eftate he lived on, 170. 
who was capitally indicted and tried; but the proofs Pave 
not appearing fatisfactory, found guiliy of man- VU) 
flanghter—fentenced toa year’s imprifonment.—Vide 
particulars. a ew 

Can’t fay it was commonly underftood that the P. 273. 
flave was fecured by the laws of England from im- 
moderate punifhment by his mafter; but knows it to 
be a general-received opinion, that all the laws of 
England are in force in the W. Indies, where they 
are not counteracted by particular colonial laws. 

Rooms were not generally appropriated for lying- 
in women, as many planters, in the old iflands, hold 
even hofpitals to be more detrimental than ufeful, by 
increafing epidemicks; and where the negroes are 
moftly Creoles, the fick and lying-in women find 
themfelves more at eafe in their houtes. 

There is a poll tax in Nevis and St. Kitt’s, which, 
_ he believes, commences from the birth. 
Few of the flaves pretend to much religion—their. 
_ morals, probably, as good as thofe of the very lower 
order in Eneland. | 

The regulating act, he has been informed, has P. 274, 
raifed the price of flaves; and to it he chiefly attri- 
butes the late advance. | 

Has reafon to think, that the fituiation ‘of field ne- 
groes in the French iflands is by no means better 
than in the Englith, efpecially as to punifhment— 
the houfe negroes feem to be treated with more’ fa- 
miliarity than in the Englifh iflands, but doubts 
whether that ,materially benefit them. The Code P. 275. 
Noir appears to be well calculated to fecure good 
treatment to the flaves; but he believes it is far from 
being rigidly enforced, and fometimes. it is impoffible 
for the planter to comply with it, particularly refpect- 
ing provifions. Believes the French planters oftener 
_ refide on their eftates than the Englifh. — 
_ The negroes are not likely to be better ufed by the 
proprietor, than by a prudent manager, becaufe the 
_ former feels immediately the expence of an ample 
tg . 3 si aiuaea i ie Baiaatns provifion 
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1790. provifion and neceflaries, which the latter does not ; 
Part IJ. and it is a particular pleafure to the manager, rer 
“~— dounding much to his credit, that the negroes under 


him look well. 


P. 276, . Does not recollect any managers difcharged for 


P. 277 


fhewing too great indulgence to the negroes in food 
and labour. : 

Information, as to their true intereft, 1s equally ac- 
ceffible to to the French as to the Englifh planters ; 
but from obfervation thinks the former in general not 
fo well educated as the latter. ie 

The greateft time the negroes have to cultivate 
their own land is all Sunday—fometimes, and in fea- 
fonable weather, when a little extra time is likely to 
be particularly ufeful to them, they have Saturday af- 
ternoon ; and he believes, on fome eftates, they ge- 
nerally have it; befides there are holidays, 2 or 3 at 
Chriftmas, Good Friday in general, and on many 
eftates, a day at the fini{hing crop, the other times are 
fuch as they chufe to take from their reft; the 2 hours 
at noon is feldom employed in preparing a regular 
meal, their chief meal being fupper 5 {o that they often 
work their ground then, 

The allowance from the mafter generally, he 
thinks, is regular and fettled, but fometimes affected 
by the fcarcity or plenty of provifions to be bought. 

The allowance differs in fome meafure on different. 
eftates ; the average may be flated at about 6 to 9, 
or Iq pints of grain or flour for each negro per week, 
including every weaned child ; befides this they have 
6 or 8 herrings per week, or falt fifh, &c. in propor: 

tion; in addition to which, on many eftates, and on — 
all which he directed, they had out of crop, a re- 
gular breakfaft ferved them in the field, of a bifcuit, 
molaffes and water, qualified with rum in rainy wea- 
ther. Whenever from indolence or inattention to 
dreffing the provifions ferved out, any negroes fall off, 
‘they have more victuals ferved out to them dreffed. 
Negroes thus fed with drefled victuals, are called the 
pot gang; and it is a reproach for a negro to be fo 
ai)  carelels. 
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carelefs as to be obliged to be fed that way. On moft 1790. 
eftates a pot is boiled daily for the children, weak and Part II, 
convalefcent negroes, and thofe under confinement. eam 

The negroes may neglect their provifion grounds, 
but on fome eftates they are obliged by their matters 
to cultivate fuch grounds, though this is not common. 

The character of negroes as to indolence or induftry, 
as various as that of whites, and depends much on 
the part of the coaft they come from. 

Has found it eafy to perfuade fome negroes to 
adopt fuch alterations in managing their own con- 
cerns as might tend to their advantage, but in g~ene- 
ral they are obftinately wedded to their own cuftoms. 

Not to be fuppofed that many negroes poffels con- p, 248, 
fiderable property in a {mall ifland, like Nevis; be- 
fides they are very jealous of letting their owners or 
managers know tt. 

A tum fufficient to buy a field negroe’s freedom, 
would not be deemed a confiderable property, if he 
chofe to fave the money he could earn inftead of 
fpending it in fineries for himfelf and his wives, and 
other fuperfluities. 

His property depends chiefly on the quantity of 
{tock and poultry he may raife. 

The paftures of the eftate, if extenfive, are gene- 
rally more than enough to keep the matfter’s ftock in 
wet, but not in dry weather. 

Severe droughts are common in Nevis and St. Kitt’s, 
efpecially Nevis. In thofe droughts the mafter’s cat~ 
tle are often with difficulty furnrfhed with fufficient 
erafs, yet it is very remarkable, that from fome caufe 
or other, the negro ftock feldom or ever appears af. 
fected by fuch droughts. The managers are not in 
general allowed to keep ftack, at leaft {uch as go into 
the paftures; fuch ftock out of crop are fed with P. 28 
erafs or fhrubs gathered by grafs gang generally. Be 
~ Surgeons, for their attendance in thefe two iflands, 
have ufually 6s. per ann. for each negro, young and 
old; but fuch annual fum is the leaft part of their 
profit, as they charge for every mght vifit i. eh 
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1790. for every midwifery cafe (in Nevis) 5 times thar 
Pare If. 4um, and for all capital operations in the fame pro- 
tomy portion ; they alfo charge feparately for inoculation. 

With fome of the moft ufeful medicines (bark efpe- 
cially) they are generally fupplied by the planters, or 
charged feparately by the furgeons. Currency varies 

from 160 to 187% per cent. : 
Mearns | It is not very common for field negroes to have 
biden more than one wife. | 
Paes aa | Apprehends that taking the coaft of Guinea alto- 
Dees gether, the W.-India iflands may be faid to be in a 
healthier climate; and yet, from experience, the 


ey ie | change of the climates has very bad effects on the 


a | negroes, on their firft arrival. 

ae i | Doubts very much whether, if the negroes in the 
Bee Piss W. Indies were to be freed, they would be nearly as 
Rat ee itil | fe GOT. 


mee happy as they are now ; but to fuch of them as have 


ae induftry and prudence to make a proper ufe of ir, 

eS ae ‘ freedom is preferable; but thofe who abufe it, are 

i a lefs happy than a good flave. | | 

In the prefent ftate of the iflands, and few as free ne- 
groes are, they can earn more by fundry trades, fith- 
ing, &c. with the fame time and induftry, than by 
hiring themfelves to do field work on eftates at the 
utual price; but were a general emancipation to take 
place, or the number of free negroes greatly increafed, 
it might probably be otherwife; it cannot therefore 
be expected, in the prefent {tate of the iflands, that 
free negroes fhould offer to do field labour. 

P. 282. The communication between the W. Indies and 
Africa not very frequent, but veffels are occafionally 
fent from the ifland to trade for flaves. 

haa __ Believes few managers keep negroes to let as job- 

ce bing gangs, either to their mafters or others. 

The cane pieces, provifions,and other flores, are ge- 
nerally watched. | { 

For the protection of free negroes from ill ufage, 

| every law is as much open to them as to Whites. 

P. 283. -Suppofes an African cannot lay by a fum to. buy 

his freedom in a fhort time after his importation, and 
; | wee bits 
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oe 


_ for the information of the H. of Commons. Such docu- 


the flaves eagerly defired arms to defend their maf- 


_ the moft ample and favage revenge. 


of ill treatment; but the indi€tments under which 


| tolerably induftrious flaves, which, in fact, are the 
majority. The profligate and incorrigible are gene- 


| the towns, and ftrolling along the bays and fea fide, 


 fach wretches he thinks the ftate of the flaves in the 


- punifhed, for ill treating their own flaves, under the 
' common law of England, in St. Kitt’s; and of fuch 


_ Kitt’s has been mifreprefented by affertions that, in 

—thofe iflands, there was no law to interpofe between 

the tyranny of the planters and their defencelels P, 284. 
flaves. : 


| of Nevis to the French, fhewed any difpefition to 
' revolt, but quite the contrary. 


matters for ill treating their own flaves, mentioned to 
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in his comparifon of the fate of flaves in the W. In- 1790: 
dies, and negroes in Africa, and alfo ofthe former and Part H. 
the labouring poor of England, he has alluded to the “~~ 


rally apt to run away, to fell their clothes, and to neg- 
lect the food allowed them, are often loitering about 
half naked, and apparently half flarved; and from 
iflands has been defcribed and publifhed in England, 
by people who have tranfiently vifited them, withous 
knowing the management of eftates, and the treas- 
ment of the flaves. 

Three perfons have been tried, convicted, and 


convictions authentic tranfcripts have been fent home 


ments evince how much the police of Nevis and St. 


The flaves, neither before nor after the furrender 


In St. Kitt’s, when attacked by the French in 1732, 


ter’s property; and, on fome edtates, where the whites 
were infulted by the French foldiers, the negroes tock 


The inftances of conviction and punifhment of 
perfons for ill treatment of flaves in Nevis referred 
only to the two murders before fpecified. : 

The inftances of conviction and punifhment of 


have occurred in St. Kitt’s, were, fince the pafling of P. 
the act for punifhing offenders for particular kinds 


n 
oO 
a 


they 
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1790. they were convicted and punithed, were under the 
Part I],common law of England. Knows of no fimilar 
tey— convictions and punifhments in St. Kitt’s previous to 
this period. Does not recollect having heard the 
particulars of the feveral cafes of conviction and pu- 
nifhment in St. Kitt’s, except the cafe of Strode for 

flitting a negro’s ear. 
Oe P. 236. By cuttom the mafter fuppofes he has the right of 
ge eee | exacting labour from the flave by compulfion, the 
a matter being the judge of the labour exacted ; but 
Oe knowsnolawthatgiveshimfuchright. Andthe ftatute 
saan law of England fuppofes that right to exift in the 
ye matter, as clearly as any colonial laws, as many atts 
ie of parliament relating to the colonies, would be 
se abfurd, without fuppofing fuch right actually to exift. 
haar P. 287. Thinks the mode adopted in profecuting Strode 
Be ae and Burke on the common law of England, and not 
a on the new-ifland ftatute, demonflrates, that, in the 
ania || opinion of the profecutors for the crown, the ftatute 
ae created no new indictable offence ; but that an act of 
it wanton cruelty by a mafter on his flave was a mifde- 
| meanor indictable at common law in that ifland, 


before the ftatute paffed. 


Witnefs examined—ALexanver Douctas, Efq. 


_ Refident in St. Kitt’s from 1749 to 1771, except a 
few months; leafed part of an eftate, managed two. 
eftates befides his own, and was attorney to feveral 

P. 288, eftates of abfentees. Had under his care about a 6th 
or 7th part of all the negroes in the ifland. Could 
not keep up the negroes without importation. 

On the eftate he leafed are 100 males and 115 fe- 
males, but in general, believes the males exceed the 
females. The ftock has not been kept up by breed- 

Ings 


——————— 
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ing, even on the eftate he leafed. To increafe the 1790, 
negroes by breeding, was a particular object of his Part IT. 


attention. 

Thinks it impoffible for whites to undergo field- 
work inthe W. Indies, and free negroes are too idle 
to do it for hire; never knew an inftance of it. 
Does not think it probable that the proprietors could 
Keep up the neceffary ftock of negroes by breeding, 
having himfelf tried itand failed. Does not fuppofe 
it Owing to over-working, neglect, or ill treat- 
ment. 

Women fix months gone with child, do as they 
pleafe, and their indolence has been deemed one 
caufe of the children dying of the locked jaw, with- 
inthe ninth day. They are attended by a midwife 
and fick nurfe, and have every thing neceflary in 
their condition, alfo the affiftance of a plantation 
furgeon, if required. Should the mother be too in- 
dolent (which fometimes happen) to provide baby 
cloaths, moft people, he believes, fend for them to 
England. Added to the produce of their own 
grounds, thegeneral allowance to negroes in St. Kitt’s, 
was from 6 to 8 pints of flour, beans, and Indian corn, 
or a bafket of yams. With 12 to 15 acres of cane land 
planted in yams, he has been able to feed the negroes, 
fometimes for g months together ; but the produce 
depends on the weather. Each flave has alfo 6 or 8 
herrings a week, or falt fifh in proportion; and at 

Chriftmas falted beef; but their allowance is more or 
lefs, as the mafters fee requifite. Good negroes live 
in plenty ; the vagrants often want, and it is impoffible 
to prevent it. Good negroes have very large quan- 
tities of grafs, wood, poultry, pigs, roots, &c. to fell. 

In crop, negroes that grind all night, divide their 
gangs into 3 or.4 {pells, but of late, on moft eftates 
grinding in the night is left off. Outof crop, they 
are generally difcharged about 6 or 7 at night, and 
called out in the morning at daylight, about 6. 


Thinks the negroes in St. Kitt’s have from g to 
N umb, 2. O 11 
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1790. 11 hour’s refpite in the 24, and they are univerfally 

Part TJ. healthier in crop than at any other feafon. | 

| The texture of the land at Sr. Kitt’s is loofer and 

eafier holed than the other iflands. A creole is put 

into the holing gang, according to his growth or 
fireneth, at 16, 17, oF 18 -years of age. 

As to matters, in their behaviour to flaves, being 
aétuated by a conftant jealoufy, not to be fatisfied by 
any exertion, or foftened by any attachment of the 
flaves, the idea is perfectly new to him; never knew 
mafters treat their flaves in St. Kitt’s with fpiteful fe- 
verity; thinks all mafters treat their flaves with 
compaffion, as their moft valuable poffeffion, and 
recolleéts no inftance of feverity. By accounts re- 
ceived, thinks the treatment of negroes in St. Kitt’s 
better, if any thing, than while he was there. Every 
proprietor, of common fenfe, withes to breed as 
many negroes as he can. ates 

291. A Creole negro of equal age and ftrength, would, 
he thinks, from the knowledge of his good quality, 
be worth 2 at leaft, perhaps 3, of new negroes, 
whofe qualities the proprietor muft be ignorant of. 

Managers, in the proprietors’ abience, have no 
reluétance, nor thew any inattention, to rearing and 
breeding negro children. 7 

The planters generally prefer a fingle to a married. 
manager, unlefs the wife happens to be remarkably 
careful of the negroes. 

Does not conceive any want of attention to breed- 
ing is confequent on the abfence of the proprietors. 

Of the 6 eftates mentioned in the paper the Rev. 
Mr. Ramfay delivered in to the Privy Council, he 
believes about four of the proprietors never were in 
the W. Indies in his time; of courfe, their affairs 
were left to managers andattornies. Mr. Molyneux ~ 
was there for about a year, he believes : Mr. Crook, 

after living long in England, fpent a few_of the laft @ 

- years of his life in S:. Kitt’s, where he died. ey 

4,781 was the amount of the Treafurer’s account 
of negroes in St. Kitt’s in 1708. 


3 | 20,435 
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_) 20,435 was the number of negroes in St. Kitt’s iN 1790. i 
14788, as fent by the ifland, and given in to the Part IT. 
Privy Council. ve) 

Thinks the negroes have certainly more comforts P. 292: hae 
than the labouring poor of Europe: they do not 
work fo hard, and havea mafter to take care of them 
and their children when fick. ie 

Thinks the effect of the abolition of the flave trade te 


onthe negroes now in the colonies, would be fedi- eg 
| tion, from a fear that their labour would be greater ue 

as the gang decreafed, and there being no hopes of ae 
_ -affiftance from Africa, as heretofore. | ue 
) Thinks no act could prevent the importationof : 


negroes into the Englith iflands; every man would 
naturally affift his neighbour in the common caufe. 

| Thinks, from 6 to 8 pints of flour, beans, &c; 
per week was given to each negro, and herrings from 
| to 8. 

| 4 Recolle€ts fo criminal proceedings againft whites 
for offences againft flaves, while he was in the W. 
Indies, but one or two being threatened with profe- 
cutions, left the ifland. 

His whole gang was 2153 his eftate about 240 
acres. 

They ioft a great many infants, and there were a P, 293, 
great many very old people on the eftate when he 
came into poffeffion ; the eftate is healthy. 

Very young children, he thinks, have half al- 
lowance; recolleéts having a complaint from fome 
mothers, that they had not time to drefs their chil- 
 -dren’s food, but having always looked on the breed- 
_ ing women as the moft valuable of the gang, from 
their fobriety, and always keeping at home, he de- 
termined to have viétuals dreffed for their children 
daily; They came for this food punctually, aweek 
or two, or longer; but at laft they dropped off one 
by one, and he left off the practice. 

Whilft he was in St. Kitt’s, Mr. Thomas loft, ina 
year, bya flux, 34 of his beft negroes, out of 170 
| O2 to 


i 108 W. InpDIEs. KERBY. 


1790. to 200; and Mr. Thomas, he believes, was remark- 
Part Il. ably careful of his negroes. Does not believe that 
w—— lofles of negroes by epidemics are uncommon in St. 

Kitt’s, and knows no means by which thefe loffes 
could be fupplied hut from Africa. 


ae Witnefs examined—Tnos. Norsury Kersy, Efq. 
\ / 

ae P. 299. Anative of Antigua—tleft it in 176a—returned 
Wer ani February 1780—ftaid ulf July 1788 ; was a Mem- 
ee ber of Affembly till early in 1784, then received a 
Sa mandamus from home to a feat at the Council. 
ie Has 2 fugar plantations; has been attorney for 
A friends at different periods ; cannot exactly fay how 
TI i. | it many years the eftates had been in his family—but a 
meat confiderable time—and defcended to him. 

Rie P. 300. Thinks moft of the eftates in the ifland want 
Riis flaves; one of his eftates is fufficiently handed, the 
Wa other not: as to thofe he is concerned for, fome are 
he aia fufficiently handed, others not. 

Mae | "| Thinks there may be as many born as die ; but by 
iticc aa no means.raifed to-maturity. On one of his eftates, 
il Wt the increafe equals the decreafe ; on the other, does 


et | on the others not ; cannot exa¢tly tell the nembers 
| raifed, where the increafe equals the decreafe, but 


the tetanus. 
Believes many die from inattention of the mothers, 
as they are apt to think young children a burden, and 


ings and dances. 

Having been very unfuccefsful in raifing children 
on one of his eftates, he built a lying-in hofpital, 
hoping to have the women, lying in, more imme- 
diately 


not: on one tor which he is concerned it is equal, 


oa certainly not all, as many die within nine days of — 


great bar to their pleafures, and to nocturnal meet-_ 


—- 


W. InpDIEs. KERBY. 


| 
} 


proved, when he came away, very beneficial; and 
he is apt to believe his loffes fince have {till been in 
the fame proportion. 
On arriving in the W. Indies, he found that the 
flave-houfes on the eftate, where they decreafe, had 
formerly ftood expofed tothe N. wind, and that me- 
dical men had advited re-building them in a diffe- 
rent fite, which was directly done; yet his loffes 
fill continue, though he is confident no eftate has 
preater attention paid to the flaves in every fituation, 
particularly to mothers and children. 
_ The negro women are very partial to their own 
midwives. A flave in labour, on his own eftate, was 
reported to him as in danger: he directly went to 
her friends, and told them he had fent for a doctor 
to give her every help. ‘The anfwer was, if he 
came’ he fhould not attend her, as fhe preferred the 
eftate midwife. She was delivered before the doctor 
‘came. Doubts not, loffes are fuftained from want 
of fkill in fome midwives. Whenever a difficult cafe 
-cocurs, believes a medical perfon is always employed. 
It is the practice on his’ eftates, and thofe for 
which he has been concerned, to pay the midwife for 
every child born ;—to encourage the mothers, he 


has alfo made them fome prefent, generally about 
Chriftmas. | 


and rearing of children, to hard work, harth ufage, 
or improper food of the mother, while pregnant or 
afterwards. As foon asa flave fays fhe is with child, 
_and that hard work would hurt her, every attention 
“is paid her. 

Believes it general to relieve from all hard work 
a flave 4 months gone with child; fometimes they 
do not lie-in for 6 or 7 months after. They are al- 
ways 


diately under the manager’s eye, and fo greater care 1790. 
would be paid tothe little comforts they wanted.— Part II. 
Bur from the flaves’ difpofitions, and their great dif- “~~ 


like to all confinement, his endeavours had not P. 301. 
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Certainly does not afcribe the failure of increafe P, 302. 
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1790. ways attended by the nurfe of the eftate and fome fe- 
Part Il. male friends; and care is taken that they have every 
— neceflary. He allows fuch baby-linen as is wanted. 

Makes the women bring their children to him at 
the end of the 4th week, then orders them to fuch 
work as he thinks they can bear. Believes a woman 
never goes to hard work till the end of 6 weeks — 
Children of carelefs mothers are always put under 
one of the nurfes, who pay them every attention, 
while the mother is in the field. 

To the children of other mothers every attention 
as to food and lodging is paid, though they are not 
taken fromthem. The work is always proportioned 

P. 303. to the flave’s firength. The eftates in general, and 
hisown, have nota proportionate number of females. 
Cannot at all times get out of a cargo, the breeding | 
females wanted: the proportion brought from Africa. 
is very inadequate. 3 

Thinks it would be impoffible to keep up the 
prefent ftock without fupply from Africa 5 and is 
confident it would be impracticable, if they had an 
equal number of women, confidering the diforders 
to which perfons in the W. Indies are fubject, and 
the dreadful ravages often caufed by epidemical ones. 
In 1779, it was generally thought in the ifland, and 
from his own loffes verily believes, 3th of all the ne+ 
groes died of adyfentery. In 1782 many died by an 
epidemical pleurify; in 1723, by the meafles; and 
in 1786, there were heavy loffes by the fmall pox 
and chin-cough, though every attention was paid to 
inoculation. | 

Generally fpeaking, thinks they may, with pro» 
priety, be put to the hardeti field-work from 18 to 

P. 304.20; fome are more capable of labour fooner. Tf he 
fhould jofe any able flaves, before the Creoles reached 

this age, if the African trade was abolifhed, a pros 

portion of his land muft be uncultivated, or his 

young negroes be worked too foon. If the trade 

was. not abolifhed, he would certainly look to aoe 

° . Or 
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not been repaired; though he conftantly. bought 
flaves, when he could, from Africa or elfewhere, 


few planters were able to repair their loffes. 

The crops in the ifland in1779, 80, and 81, were 
generally very bad: he did not make, in 3 years, 
what he ought to have made int. 

Thinks, if the crop had been large in 1780 and 
$1, and there had been no fupplies from Africa, it 
would have been impoffible for the flaves then on 
the :‘fland to have done the work. If the African 
trade fhould be abolifhed, and the ifland again have 
fuch calamitous years a3 1779, 82, 3, and 6, great 


part of the land now cultivated muft be neglected. 


beft handed, make in proportion the largeft crops. 
Thinks, were the flave-trade abolifhed, all the 
flaves would be very forry, as they would be certain 
the work would fall wholly on themfelves: Itis very 
well known, they exprefs much fatisfaction when 
they hear of the arrival of flaves, and often afk 
their mafters to buy a few more help-mates. 
In July 1788, he paid 421. for the fame kind of 
flave, which in 1787 he bought for 36]1—Which 
he attributes entirely to the report of the abolition, 
which had reached the W. Indies; but fhould cer- 
tainly prefer a Creole, even at an advanced price. 
| Thinks every planter, who ftudies his interett 
would prefer the breeding of flaves to buying Afri- 
cans, Believes planters conftantly pay new negroes 
every attention, and give them neceflary time to 
recover from the fatigue of the voyage. 
| Slaves are lodged in ftone, wattled and dawbed, 
and wooden houfes, built and kept in repair by the 
matfter, or by allowing the flave time to do it :— 
Clothed by him ({peaks of his own eftates and naule 
e 


for fupply. Thinks every negro brought forward 1790. 
to work beyond his ftreneth, muit be worn out very Part If. 
early. His lofles in 1779, 82, 3, and 6, have ~~ 


as far as he was able; but, from many bad years, 


It has been generally found, that eftates which are P, 305, 
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i, ae ti 1790. he directs) with 1 fuit of woollen, and 1 of Ofna- 
| Part II. burgs annually—He always allows from 8 to 12 
i” meaiures of grain per week to each flave—from 26 
to 36lbs. of yams or eddoes;—from 4 to 8 herrings 
according to the age, or from 2 to 3lbs. of falt-fith. | 
They have alfo dry falr. Every eftate gives each 
| flave yams or flour, with falt beef or pork at Chrift-_ 
a ee mas, beyond the weekly allowance, and 3 holidays. 
Me eh Believes it a general rule on every well-regulated | 
Heise 4 eftate to give any flave that applies for additional } 
a || food, fuch help as he appears to want, without re- | 
sea a fpect to weather. In bad weather, the whole gang | 
ee aie | |) have grog,—and when working hard. | 
| . He gives allowance to every one on his eftates, | 
Vi eae and thofe under his care, according to their ages. | 
He) 5 : On every eftate land is allotted for the flaves, which — 
a da i P. 3°7+ they cultivate for their fole benefit. All may raife 7 | 
Beha ene | fmall ftock, goats and hogs, which they difpofe of — 
entirely as their own. Never knew a cafe where the 
money arifing from them was confidered but entirely 
as the flave’s own. 

Men of war, and merchant-fhips are conftantly 
fupplied on Sundays with vegetables, the flaves pro- 
perty ;—on other days it is ufual to fend vegetables 
to market by the flaves, on the owner’s account ;s— _ 
ey the {mall ftock, goats, and hogs are chiefly the © 
Wes! | flave’s property, and with which the fhipping is — 

ae tf chiefly fupplied.—The people of St. John’s have — 
their fmall ftock and vegetables chiefly in the fame _ 
way asthe fhipping.—It is comrnon for mafters to 
buy ftock from their flaves, and pay as much as 
other perfons. | 

Remembers a flave giving 2ool. for his freedom: — 
Alfo knows many who fpend annually from 1ol. to | 
r5l. 

One afternoon weekly is allowed to the flaves out 
of crop, to work their own grounds,—fometimes in 
crop, but not conftantly. ‘yh 

They hold every Sunday a market to fell their 
produce and ftock. 


Every 
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Every eftate has an hofpital for the fick, who are 1790. 
attended by a medical man and proper nurfes,—fup- Part Il 
‘plied with every requifite, and never fent to work “W~ 


without the doctor’s fanction. A doctor is conftantly 
employed at a certain rate for each flave; attends 
twice a week, is liable to be fent for whenever ne- 
ceffary—paid alfo for fraCtures, midwifery, venc- 
foals, ac, 

Thinks the flave enjoys full as many comforts 
as the Englifh labourer, in fome refpects more; as 
he is fure of being taken care of in ficknefs, and has 
not the anxiety of providing perhaps for a wife and 
young family. 

The ufual punifhment of flaves is, whipping 
for petty thefts, fuch as breaking open negro-houfes, 
ftores, and ftealing from other flaves;—for higher 
offences they are tried by 2 juftices, one being of 
the quorum, and 6 white jurors balloted for-out of 
12, and puntfhed according to the offence. A mafter 
generally inflicts from 10 to 39 lathes for the offences 
he takes cognizance of. 

Believes no planter ever thinks of engaging an over- 
feer, without enquiring his character, and if cruel, 
he is never employed. 

An overleer is never allowed to punifh except by 
an occafional lafh at work, and that generally over 
the clothes ;—on ill behaviour he complains to the 
manager. Every man tries to get a manager of infor- 
mation and education, with whom to truft his pro- 
perty, and he 1s generally affociated with by gentle- 
men. Has himfelf difcharged an overfeer and a ma- 
nager for cruelty ;—the laft could get no employ- 
ment afterwards, and was obliged to leave the ifland. 

Thinks holing (which lafts about 3 months) and 
dunging the hardeft work ; though in crop the flaves 
work many more hours. 

' The*dung is carted to the land’s fide, and thence 
-earried by the flaves in {mall bafkets, on their heads, 
to the holes. The flaves carry them with the greatett 

Numb. 2. P apparent 
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1790. apparent eafe, as that is the ufual mode of carrying 
Part JI, weights. 


It would be impoffible to diftribute the dung any 


eS 310. other way. : 


ae 


Heat appears congenial to the flaves—never knew 
one complain of it—has often feen them bafk in the 
fun in the heat of the day, when they might have 
been in their houfes. 

Thinks it morally impoffible for Europeans to do 
the neceflary field labour—for he twice made trial ; 
one with a gardener, the other a carter—after a very 
fhort time, not above a fortnight, they each gave up 
their offices, finding the climate too fevere. _ 

Knows the military always complain of the heat, 
if kept out any length of time. It is the opinion of 
all the officers with whom he has converted, that it is 
too fatiguing for the men to be out, except evenings 
and mornings. Recolle¢ts the regt. quartered in An- 
tigua were obliged to carry their provifions from the 
king’s ftores to the barracks, and in a few weeks it 
was neceflary to give them a cart, the work being 
too fevere, though it was not j of a mile on level 
ground, 

Knows the plough has been ufed by fome, but 
found not to anfwer. 

His flaves coft him 51. per annum each, befides 
the yams he raifes, which generally feed them all 
between 4.and 5s months; and wine, frefh meat, &c. 

_for the fick. , 

Were it poffible by the plough, &c., to leffen in 
the leaft the flave’s labour, or the expence, certainly 
the planter would moft readily adopt it. 

Recolleéts another flave, worth 18ol., partly in- 
herited, confiderable part got by his induftry—he 
thinks, becaufe he was a valuable tradefman, and 
had conftant employ. He who gave, as mentioned, 
20ol. for his freedom, was a mafon. 


312. Whenhe fpoke of many flaves {pending from 10 
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houfe-flaves. The laft acquire their property from 1790. 
felling their ftock, roots, and fruit. Thefe fell at a Part. IT. 


toderate price, compared with the fame or fimilar “~\— 


articles here. 

One of his eftates confifts of 120 acres of cane 
land, the gang 152; the other of 222 acres, gang 
moo a 
Cannot ftate the proportion of infants, &c.; but 
thinks there are about 22 domefticks on the eftate 
where he refides, befides about five more, who wait 
on the manager and overfeer ; on the other, about 8 
attend on them. 

Were he to {peak of the acres in an eflate in An- 
tigua, he fhould include every part. 


The proportion of flaves’ provifion-grounds varies P. 


in almoft every eftate: on one of his, the provifion- 
ground is large; on the other, very {mall. 

The ground-provifion is the produce of a part of 
the mafter’s land allotted for railing provifions for the 
whole gang. Every negro family, he believes, has 
a piece of ground for raifing provifions, univerlally 
through Antigua. | 

On one of his eftates, where there are the mott flaves, 
he thinks the land for the whole gang not above from 
2 to 3 acres; on the othier, about 4. Some of it ad- 
joins the negro huts, or within a ftone’s throw ; the 
reft is at fome little diftance. 

As far as he faw, each hut has between 14 to 18 
feet {quare, which is the quantity on his eftates on 
which the flaves generally allot to ftock-pens, and 
not provifions—fome plant fruit trees. . | 

The provifion land, divided among the flaves, is 
feldom the beft, but anfwers for provifions. 

Believes a flave fells full as much provifion of his 
own growth as he ufes; but as they are generally 


fond of new provifion, they often fell their allowed 


“grain, and eat part of the provifions they raife 
themfelves. In 82, many of his own told him, 
they often got a dollar a week for the vegetables they 


fold in the hurricane months to the fhipping. 
io While 
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While he lived in the W. Indies, he often knew 
the flaves’ provifions, as well as the mafters’, much 
hurt by bad weather and winds—in that cafe they 
have an extra allowance. | 

The flave commonly gets his property by felling 
his produce, allowed grain and ftock, and, from his 
induftry in the time allotted him to reft, has often 
known field flaves earn 3 a crown a day as porters ; 
particularly Sunday, that being confidered as entirely 
his own. 

No field work is ever allowed on Sundays. Me- 
chanics, he believes, work almoft every Sunday, if 
they can get work. It is very ufual in crop for flaves 
to thatch, on Sundays, negro houfes. oy 

No matter has a right to exact any work, ever fo 
trifling, from his flave on a Sunday without pay. 

In crop the flaves’ hogs are generally fed with the 
canes they carry away ; the goats with erafs, &c. ; the 
poultry with grain. He {peaks of canes, ground 
and unground, efpecially the laft; though flaves 
are not allowed to take a large quantity of canes not 
ground, it is done very conftantly. 

Confiders the yearly expence of sl. each flave, ex- 
clufive of ground-provifion, to begin nearly from 
the birth, as he regularly gives food and cloathing 
from that time ; but it was on an average, of old and 
young. | 

The chief. articles in this eftimate are food, cloth- 
ing, doctor’s charges, and. parith and public taxes, 
which begin at birth, continue through life, and are 
confiderable. is 

Some free negroes work as tradefmen in towns, 
but in general they prefer fedentary bufinefs.. ! 

Has bought new negrocs, in various lots; the 
largeft, he. thinks, net above 16.. Bought as many 
females as poffible, and preferred young perfons. 
Thinks the laft 2 lots were all under 15. Many were 
only fit for children’s work. | , pil 

It is not very common to get a lot of flaves, all 


young, 5, 
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adults; they therefore accommodated each other. 


near relations, appearing to be fo, are never parted. 
Is confident no near ones were parted by his and his 


| friend’s purchafe; but in his lot there were 2 filters 


and 2 brothers. 
Thinks a Creole flave fo much more defirable, as 
being attached to the foil, than an African, that the 


/expence can never be worth any planter’s attention ; 
though he believes by the time a Creole. comes to 
|maturity, he cofts as much, if not more. 


Believes the motives for prefling an act for reou- 


lating the trial of criminal flaves by jury, originated 
from all the magiftrates thinking it too great an un- 
dertaking to fit, both as judge and jury, on any per- 
fon’s life. Bs 


Never heard any bad effects refulted from the 


former modes of trial. 


It certainly was generally underftood that flaves 


were protected by the common law of England. A 


flave of his had been ill-treated by a young man with- 


(out any provocation: he thought it his duty to apply 


to a magiftrate: the man was bound over; but 


through fome of his friends the matter was made up, 


at the particular requeft of the flave, to whom he 
made fatisfactory recompence : but for this he fhou!d 
certainly have profecuted him to the utmoft.. The 


flave was a cooper, and coming homie from St. John’s, 


the young man very wantonly rode againft him; and 
on the flave’s remonftrating, beat him. 

The flave applied to him direétly. | 

_ From every information he has gained, the regu- 
lating act has certainly tended materially to raife the 
price of flaves. 

_ Speaking within his own knowledge, does not 
know any alteration in the treatment of flaves. 


The 
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voung; nor fhould He, had not a friend withed for 1790. 
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The buyer may reject any flaves out of any lot; “~~ 
and the feller never obliges him to take more than he P. 317- 
-wifhes ; but then the price is often raifed. Believes 
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1790. The Moravian and Methodift preachers have ap- | 
Part Il. plied themtelves very zealoufly and fuccefsfully in the | 
i converfion of negtoes in Antigua; and having built 
P. 319. proper meeting houfes, all the flaves are encouraged | 
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by their malters to attend. | 

The general effect on the converts has been a more | 
decent behaviour and religious attendance; and moft 
are become Chriflians. | 

Before the Moravians and Methodifts came to the 
ifland, the negroes very generally attended all the 
churches, and they confidered themfelves as influ- 
enced to purfue the dottrine they heard ; but from 
their having had greater attention paid them by the 
Moravians and Methodifts, he thinks, they are much 
more enlightened than they were. 

Managers have often flaves, (their own). Some 
wait on them: others are often hired to work with 
the gang of the eflate they manage. } | 

The lives of flaves are full as long as thofe of free 
negroes, but not quite fo long as that of whites that 
do not work. Has know negroes live toa great age. 

320. Doubts not flaves would live much longer, if lefs de- 
bauched. 

From the fituation of his eftate clofe to the fea, 
where there are moft flaves, they want land lefs than 
on the other, by being moft plentifully fupplied with 
fre(h fith from the fea, and the guts adjoining. 

_ A young healthy Creole flave is generally put to 
the hard work of an eftate at Antigua, about the age 
of 18. } 

The ifland is fubje& to frequent long droughts, 
fometimes fucceeded by great rains. Recollects no 
rain of confequence from Feb. 80, when he arrived 

_there, to Oct. and he underftood, before his arrival, 
the ifland in general had wanted rain many months; 
he has ju@ received from thence fimilar accounts 
Various epidemicks often follow fuch a change from 
drought to moifture. | 

Underftands epidemicks have lately raged there, 


and many have died. On fome eftates it has been 
more 
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more fatal; on one eftate, of 240 flaves, 12 diedin 1790- 
very few days; and at differeat times from 20 to 30 Parti. 
lay dangeroully ill. i SPO 
Certainly does not think it poffible, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, for a planter, the moft fuccefsful in rear- 

ing Creoles, to carry on his ufual cultivation without 
interruption, unlefs he can buy new flaves to fupply 

the occafional loffes of flaves by thefe epidemicks. 


Witnefs examined.—Do@tor Samvuet ATHILL. 


Was ‘born in Antigua. Firft left it 1764, re-P. 321. 
turned to it 1779. Was in the affembly ¢ years, 
and appointed counfellor 1786. 

Practifed phyfic there, and attended from 8 to 
9000 negroes. flad fo much per head yearly, and 
pound to attend when called on (at times, twice 
a day) befides 1 or 2 vifits weekly. Had extra pay 
for laborious deliveries, fractures, &c. 
 Poffeffes 2 eftates in Antigua. 

By far the greater part of eftates there were under- 
nanded. Some few perhaps had more flaves than p, 322. 
chey wanted. 

As a medical man and a planter, thinks births 

may equal deaths, but the number raifed does not 

equal the decreafe ; negro children are liable to the 
aw-fall; few had it on his own eftates; on thofe 

which he attended, he was never called for it, death 
ollowing fo quickly : Thinks the cold and damps 

hey are expofed to, by their mothers night rambles 

§ one great caule why children ate not reared; 

vhich the owners cannot remedy; they do what they 

-an_by exempting nurfing women from throwing 

rrafs at night, or other work which the 1eft are oc- 
rafionally forced to: Many other caufes prevent 
hildren being reared; unhealthy fituation of an 

ftate, its nearnefs to a town or port: On one of his 


2 ef{tates 
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eftates far from town, his flaves increafed; on his 


Part I]. other eftates near Englith harbour, fewer children 
wares are born and raifed, from the excefles of both fexes, 
P. 324. at that port. 


Great attention was paid to rearing children on all 
the eftates he attended; a good flave, when fettled 
and had feveral children, 1s always-careful of them, 
and is encouraged by her mafter ; many owners give 
midwives rewards on births. He gives a dollar, 
Pregnant women feemed more likely to fuffer from 
indolence, than hard work: As foon as they feel 
themfelves with child, and often long before, they 
withdraw from work ; and he has found it difficult to — 
eet them to attend the field merely to look on; which 
he always infifted on, to prevent their carrying heavy 
burdens to market, or doing other injurious work 
tor themfelves. When brought to bed, on moft 
c{tates, fhe has any nurfing woman fhe chufes, to at- 
tend her the firft g days: She has fugar, oatmeal, &c. 
daily, and often candles and other indulgencies + 
Never works till her month is up, and then fhe does 
not turn out till the fun is well up, and retires before 
it is down: She has the child with her in the field 
which fhe attends, as it cries; fo that the work of 


P. 325.8 purfing woman is very trifling indeed. 


Where he has ordered wine, animal food, or other 
indulgencies, has no reafon to, think they were ever 
withheld. hs 

The dyfentery was epidemic in Antigua 1778, 
9, 1780, and carried off nearly 1s5th of the flaves. 
On his eftate, eaft-part of the ifland he loft few, 
being a healthy fituation, on his other eftate be loft 
more. | 

Every medical exertion was ufed to {top the pre- 
erefs of this diltemper. | 

Has known food fearce from a long drought 5. if 
the owner gave lefs food, the work muft have been 
lefs, and bis wants kept pace with the flaves. wants; 
for his laft 5 years refidence, the ifland has been 
more flourithing, and he has feen no figns of fearcity.. 

The 
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the negroes in health, fpirits, and feemingly con- 
| tent, and when he noticed their houfes want repair, 
| 0n mentioning it to the manager, it was done. 

| Does not recollect being called to attend any flave 
— inconfequence of a punifhment ; though had it hap- 
_ pened, thinks he muft have known of it. For great 
faults they are oftener confined, which they mind 
more than chaftifement. 

New flaves are generally very \much indulged. 
From the Want of flaves, he thinks there is not 
enow of females. 
| The abolition of the flave trade would certainly 
_inereafe the difficulty of keeping up the ftock; a few 
efiates on the ifland, not very much weakened by 
mortality, may never require an African flave, but 
_fuppofes thofe muft originally have had moft wo- 
men, 

_ The lofs of 1779 is not yet repaired, the bad 
| crops which followed difabled moft from buying, 
| till within thefe 2 or 3 years, 

» Many muft have ttopt cultivation, had the Afri- 
cap trade been abolifhed, as tafk work would have 
been fo high as to prevent them from doing it that 
way, nor could the cultivation have been carried on 
even by this mode. For tafk work being at 71. 10s. 
per acre, inftead of 41. 10s. as prior to 1779, the 
iland muft be concluded ftill very much underhanded. 
_ Asa medical man and a planter, thinks the flaves 
could not be kept up by breeding; fome eftates 
are unhealthy, and have other circumftances un- 
favourable, which makes him doubt if, by any 
‘Means, the encreafe could be made equal to the de- 
creafe: the planter would con{tantly prefer breeding, 
Creoles being preferable to Africans. . 

Thinks eftates could not be cultivated otherwife than 
at prefent: The number of flaves required in crop, 


could not be otherwife fupplied: Whites could not 
— Numb. 2. Q. do 


The fearcity from the drought mentioned, was in 1790. 
war-time, when the whites alfo fuffered very much. Part. ID. 
: _ Fias in the courfe of his practice, generally found “~~ 
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1790. do the work : Plough-men and boys were brought 
Part I], out to eftates where the plough was tried ; but they 
uy could not ftand the labour there. 
ey P. 328. Never heard a negro complain of heat, but often 
mate of cold. 

ALi | Thinks the plough cannot be ufed in Antigua ; 
rR where it has been tried in fituations moft favourable, 
RN it has always been given up. The planter would 
ane oY certainly adopt any mode tending to leflen expence 
a ae and his flave’s labour. 

Peeiie In crop, the firft work in the morningis cutting canes, 
i in which all that can be, are muftered; when there 
Pie is enough cut to put the mill about, 3 able men 
ee attend it, and 5 or 7 younger hand them canes; when 
Lesa ean 2 coppers of juice are ground, 2 more {trong men — 
TR Hee IK are called as fire-men, and 2 boilers; as more juice 
a a is colleéted, more men ate called, and there are ge- 
iia" nerally 7 boilers, and 4 fire-men on a moderate 
ARE eftate with 9 coppers; amounting, with thofe in the 
i ae diftillery, to 20 or 30, when the work is brifk; fo 
Bay) that few are left to cut canes, drive the cart, and 
ae do the other work, except on very well-handed 
BS eftates: Such an eftate with 9 coppers, fhould: pro- 
Hee i) P. 329. duce 200 Hhds. of fugara year, 

Pie | The number of flaves in the boiling-houfe is not 
proportionate tothe fize of the eftate, the produce, 
or number cof flaves; for, fome, over-rating their 
property, may have erected buildings for 200 Hihds. 
when perhaps it does not turn out 603; but fill, the 
coppers being there, are ufed and attended. 

On eftates weakly handed, the canes are cut by 
the whole gang one day, and manufactured the next. 
Canes fhould be cut juft when ripe, when let ftand 
longer, ‘tis to the Planters great lofs: If not eround 
immediately, in a few days they four, and are fit 
only to make rum. | | 
It often happens, that the perfons who are em- 
P. 329. ployed in cutting the canes, attend the boiling-houfe 


atterwards to a Jate hour; but they do not in ge- 
, | I eeneral 
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neral turn out with the gang to hard labour the next 
morning. | : 
Though cane cutting is laborious, he does not 


“think it one of the hardeft fervices of the plantation ; 
jt is done with fuch alacrity and good fpirits that it 
-_feems trifling; women do it with as much feeming 
eafe as the men: The inftrument ufed is a bill, a 


good cane is from 5 to 8 feet long, it is cut down at 
the root, then the top is taken off, and, if too long 
to go into the cart, cut in two; young flaves and wo- 
men with young children, attend to bundle up the 
canes as they are cut. 

Diftilling begins 10, 15 or 20 days after the firft 


canes are cut, and lafts through the crop, conduc- 


ted by a fkilful negro, with 4 affiftants under the 


direction of the manager. 

The aét intitled “* An act for fettling and regu- 
‘© Jating the trial of criminal flaves by jury” was 
paffed, to relieve a hardfhip complained of by ma- 
giftrates, twe of whom (one being of the quorum) 
{at in judgement upon the flaves for all crimes, thus 
acting as judge and jury ; it was alfo thought more 


- effectual juftice would be done the criminal by a jury, 


Afcribes tetanus in young children to a premature 
expofure to cold, but is of opinion that fo many do 
not die of it even as owners think ; none die within 
the oth day, but it is faid to be of the jaw fall ; 
though it is natural to fuppofe that many die from 
the fame caufes which cut off white children. 

His eftate on the windward part of the ifland is 
400 acres; 200 in canes, 30 in provifions, the reft 
pafture ; his other in Falmouth divifions, near Eng- 
\ith harbour is 220 acres; 100 in canes, 20 in provi- 
fions, the reft pafture. On the largeft he has 220 


flaves, of which about 80 are field flaves, on the 
other 110 or 115 flaves. 

Some of the provifion ground is planted with 
Guinea corn by the whole gang, and the produce 
ftored for the ufe of the eftate; the reft is divided 
among the flaves at the rate of about 70 feet {quare 
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Part II. grounds in general were larger than common, and 


ty they had more if they pleafed ; 
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yams and eddoes 
were befides annually raifed in the cane land. , 

Befides the produce of their own grounds, they 
had from 8 to 12 meafures (of about a pint each) per 
head, or 26 to 30 pounds of yams each, a week ; 
fuch as look ill are fed twice or thrice a day; at 
dinner they have a very full meal. 

From the produce of their grounds, their goats, 
hogs, and poultry, an induftrious family both live 
and drefs well. 

The pafture ground is allotted for feeding cattle, 
mules and fheep: a large herd of cattle requires 2 
men and 2 young boys, mules one man, and fheep 
2 boys. On lis windward eftate he had fewer by 
one man, on the other he kept no theep, and one man 
and 2 boys were enough to attend the cattle and 
mules. 


It requires an able and truft-worthy flave to attend: 


the pafture grounds. 
The potatoe raifed by the flaves is thought to exhauft 
the land more than any other root; on eftates where 
almoft the whole land is in canes, the’provifion ground 
is taken in exchange for the fame quantity of new 
land once in 2 or three years, to the mutual advan- 
tage of owner and flave : the flaves are always pleafed 
with the exchange, as new land yields them more 

When their ground provifions fail, which is often, 
their allowed food is increafed ; ns never gave, as a 
general allowance, more than 12 pints, but ‘generally: 
gave what more was afked. 

Thinks the annual expence of a flave from 5l. ta 
8]. currency ; in war it was fully 81. 

On his eftate at windward, his flaves increafe; on 
the other at Falmouth, he placed 20 flaves in the laft’ 
9 years, and the number does not now exceéd what it _ 
was then. | 

Never bought more than 8 Africans, and thofe in 
1 lot;: 
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1 lot; 7 males and 1 female, all about 15 years of oe 


age, from the windward coatt. 
Never heard it doubted, that breeding is more 
profitable than burying to the planter. 


In the {carcity before mentioned, large orders for P, 334, 


provifions were fent to Great Britain, and fupplies 
tried to be got from the neighbouring iflands : quan- 
tities of beans, flour, and Indian corn were got from 
Fuftatius, bad, and exorbitantly dear. 

He defires, in confequence of more maturely con- 
fidering a calculation made and communicated to 
him by the late Alderman Oliver, to ftate fterling for 
currency in his preceding eftimate of a flave’s an- 
nual coft for maintenance in war time, when every 
article of food is dearer, as is alfo the freight and in- 
furance. 

The various forts of ground provifions, are yams, 
the moft material, and moft productive in a light foil, 
fuch as the eaft, north eaft and north weft parts of the 
ifland ; eddoes, which ‘do beft in a ftrong or clay foil, 
Guinea and American corn, which grows in either, 
and Plantanes, which do beft in rich and moift bot- 
toms and near rivulets, cannot therefore be raifed 
with advantage in Antigua as a material article of 
food ; worms hurt every fpecies of provifion but it. 

In cafe ground provifions fail, planters have gene- 
rally a quantity of beans from England, for an emer- 
gency, which are kiln dried, and keep a long time: 
In peace never knew Indian corn altogether wanting 
at market ; it is fubjeét to be hurt by the weevil, and 
foon gets multy. ’ 

The W. J. iflands fuffered much when the Ame- P. 
rican ports were fhut; and even the average price of 
grain from thence is nearly double what it was before 
the war: then it might be had for ¢s.; now they afk 
ose or os. per bultiel,” ' 

Slaves have not fuffered from this circumftance ; 
believes they never were better fed in Antigua than 
for the laft five years: more yams and eddoes have 
been raifed, more beans imported, and there has” 
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1790. been always American grain at market, though at a 
Pait I[. higher price than before. 
—~— ‘The cane requites regular rains, the yam will do 

with lefs; but in October, when appling, it muft 
meet have rain; the eddoes require much rain: the un- 
1 certainty in raifing American corn makes it, he thinks, 
| come higher than buying: the paftures require 
Be conftant rains, 
ae | eye Guinea grafs is raifed im particular fpots, and in 
MA ae a *+ 337* he intervals between cane pieces; being more at- 
Pe tended to than the general pafture, it can do with 
Eo lefs rain, but continued dry weather often kills it. | 
Hi a i Does not know there has been any material im-. J 
ae provement in the economy and management of a i 
ee fugar eftate of late years. h 
eae In cafe of the abolition of the flave trade, thinks a. 
a confiderable number of flaves could be introduced ~ 
| ata into ours, from the neighbouring iflands. q 

Slaves live to as great an age in the W. Indies as 
whites: on moft eftates old age is {pent in a comfort- 
able and cafy way. . 
When they deem themfelyes fuperannyated, they 

P. 337: do no work for their matter; before that, their work ‘ih 
ig light ; they act as affittant nurfes for the fick and 
for children, and wafh or cook for the overfeers : he - 
had 15 or 16 of the firft defcription at Windward, an © 
old fettled eftate, and the gang chiefly Creoles ; on 
the other, he had not about two; being near Englifh 
Harbour, the flaves there lead a more debauched 


Peters i. P. 338. life than the others; are not fo healthy, nor live fo 
ee | "~ Jong: of the fecond clais, can't fay how many he 
oti: ae had, | ) : 
See Th ay Slaves are often long lived in Antigua: never knew 
etree tra Pa a flave abandoned by his owner, becaufe unfit for 
Ah Nee | labour from age or difeafe, | 
ae we an An able field-flave watches canes, &c.—an old Q 
WH Beet ends flave fometimes lives in the negro grounds and plan- 
eco eta rain walks to guard them; in that cafe, his hut 197% 
aa Hl made more durable and comfortable than the com- 
paws a | mon watch-houles. 


W, inpies. Dr. Samvet ATHILL. 127 


The late advance of price on flaves, he believes, 1799. 
has been on males and females alike. Part If. 
_ Formerly, he believes, the flves thought little of 
religion, and few were Chriftians ; many now attend 
churches and meetings, and moft are baptized, from 

the fettling of Moravian and Methodift teachers in 
the ifland; the former have two good chapels, are 
attentive to their duty, ‘and lead exemplary lives. 

Impoffible to keep up ftock without importation. p, 239 

Never knew a black ploughman in Antigua, pee 

It is from the exceffive heat that he thinks a white 
incapable of field labour in the W. Indies. Thinks 
fhe medium heat at Antigua may be about 80° of 
Farhenheit. : 

Several eftates have a white overfeer, who turns 
out with the flaves in the morning, calls a lift, and 
fees that each is at work, attends the great gang part 
of the forenoon, when, from the great heat, he re- 
tires, and if at a diftance, has a mule to carry him 
home; in the afternoon, he calls the lift again, and 
overlooks the work. 

Never faw a white whom he thought could hole; 
is certain they could not ftand the office of fireman, 
or boiler. 

White domettics have fo many negroes about them, 
that they foon become gentlemen 5 and believes they 
are generally deemed ufelefs: knew but two cafes 
where they were tried, in both they became fots, 
and were fent back. 

For one European blackfmith in a fhop, there are p| 447 
3 blacks, who do the drudgery ; they are not healthy © °*” 
nor long lived. 

_ The cutting of canes. is fo eafy, that often more 
than one cane is brought down by a ftroke of the 


P. 340. 


|e bill. 


Though in crop the flaves work harder, yet are 
they incomparably more chearful than 4t other times, 
and are much healthier after a long than a fhore 
crop. 


| Tn 
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1790. In Antigua, they cool down their coppers every 
Part I]. night, but not immediately after fun-fet ; at an aves 
‘yr rage about 9 or 10 o'clock; feldom begin boiling 
before fun-rife; hence the flaves have time to reft, 
cu if they chufe. : 
i Townfpeople who have no plantations, and keep 
ia horfes, are furnifhed with provender by the negroes 
of the neighbouring eftates, who carry it in for fale 
P. 342, at noon and evening, toa great amount; grafs, fo 
bought, will coft 2s. 3d., or 2s. 6d. fterl. a day for a 
horfe, befides oats. 

Thofe townfpeople, alfo the troops and fhips of 
war, are furnifhed with vegetables, hogs, and poul+ 
try, by managers, by fome owners who make it an 
object; but chiefly, he believes, by the flaves ; fome 
poultry 1s imported from America. 

ma il Slaves have the entire property of what they get 
i by their induftry ; never heard of an owner interfer- 
a ing in any degree with the property of a flave fo ac- 
quired, rap? 
ne From the obfervation he has made of the labour, 
ae treatment, and general ftate of the flaves in Antigua, 
ew i he fcruples not to declare, that he thinks the negro 
and his family happier, and much freer from cares 
and mifery, than the peafantry in many: parts of this 
country. 


ALEXANDER Wi ttock, Efq. 


‘. 343*  Refided 36 years in Antigua, (except in England © 
18 months, p. 356); had eftates there, and was at- 
torney for others; returned to England in 1781. 
Moft eftates wanted hands, efpecially after the 
fatal year 1779, before which. his eftates were full: 
handed. His {tock at firft was moftly Africans ; in- 
creafed by births till 1779, when on two of his 
eftates, of above 500, he loft 50 by fluxes from Aug. 
to 
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to Nov. The general lofs was computed at 4,500 1790. 
or more. Parti. 
Several negroes have been fince imported, but www 
there is ftill a great deficiency: he happened to be P- 344+ 
fo well ftocked as to want no fupply. Lefs fugar 
muft have been made, had no new flaves come ; and 
fhould a fimilar misfortune befall the ifland, and the 
fupplies from Africa cut off, feveral perfons muft 
abandon their eftates. 

He has been lately informed from the ifland, that 
Dec. and Jan. laft were remarkably fickly, and many 
flaves were loft: in confirmation, he produced an 
extract of a letter from a Mr. Lovell to his wife, P, 945, 
dated Antigua, 14th Jan. 1790, which fays, that all 
Dec. had been dreadful fickly among the negroes : 
on fome eftates more fatal than on others; and that 
at Mr. Brookes’s eftate (Pope’s Head) 12 out of 240 
were loft; 30 or 40 down together on the Wood 
eftate. | 

Says, that in the ficknefs in 1779 every attention, P, 346 
medical and other, was fhewn; that himfelf called 
two furgeons, in aid of the proper one of the eftate, 
and told them, that they could not put him to too 
much expence for the negroes. 

Does not think eftates in general have females 
enow; he bought a great many. 

Thinks the prefent flock of flaves in Antigua 
could not be kept up by breeding. 

Breeding is more profitable than buying, one 
Creole being worth 3 Africans. 

Slaves are, in general, fed, cloathed, and lodged, 
by their owners; their food is corn, beans, rice, 
herrings, at times pork, flour, bifcuit, or beef; they 
have alfo provifion grounds, and are allowed to keep p, 241. 
as many fowls and hogs as they pleafe. He allows 
his flave generally an afternoon a week (which was 
not the general practice, p. 354) to work their 
grounds, where they often employ a part of the hour 
atid half they have at dinner time. 
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i790. Has known feveral flaves acquire money: a fe. 
Part If. male flave of his bought of him two flaves. 
i A flave of his refufed his freedom, faying, white 
~ men would beat him, and he fhould have no mafter 
to help him. 
Has known many flaves reach old age. i! 
He takes dunging, in bafkets of about 25Ib. in ~ 
all, to be the hardeft field work: they always do it 
P. 248. cheerfully, for he generally gave them grog. The 
bafket of dung is not the greateft weight a flave may 
be required to carry —a firkin of butter will weigh 
wap olb. : | | 
ie Their houfes are from 25 to 30 feet long, with 
i two rooms: they are provided with cabins to fleep 
on and covering. 
Produce depends confiderably on the number of - 
a hands. He bought an eftate with 120 flaves, and iy 
Le thade about 70 hogtheads of fugar ; there is now 
eid | 340 flaves onit, and it averages 150 hogtheads. 
| P. 349. Breeding is not obftruéted by hard labour or ill 
ufage; he exempts his women, when they declare 
their pregnancy, trom all hard labour; lying-in they 
have every indulgence, and any negro they chufe to- 
attend them; he gives the midwife a dollar (8s 3d. 
a currency) for each child that lives 9 days. Moff af- ° 
ae iuredly the mafter does his utmott to preferve the 
ehildren. 
Ha As to the effect the abolition of the flave trade 
Hil may have on the negroes, he dreads it above all 
Nf things; thinks that fo foon as they knew that there 
aa would be no more imported, they would deftroy the 
ei whites ; there are, he reckons, 15 to 1.1n Antigua. 
Negroes rejoice on the arrival of a fhip which hap-- 
pens to have flaves from their part of Africa aboard. 
He carried out 2 ploughs from England in 1770 
by advice of a Mr. Baldwyn, but they did not fuc- 
Poceee ceed. No whites could ftand the climate in field 
~ work; never employed any ; never knew acorn hole © 
dug by a white; bas known fome employ white 
eardeners, were obliged to give it up. The lower 
whites 


whites are fo drunken, 


' Divifion of 450 acres, 250 in canes 


_ ture and provifions, 
420 flaves; he continued to add to thefe by purchafe 


there is now 100, which are fufficient, 


ing light, work ealy ; 
on each the fame as when bought, p. 352+) 


W. INDIES. A. WILLOCK. 


there is no dependence on 
them 
Dung could not be carried through the cane fields 
in carts, (to eafe the flaves), the carts would deftroy 
the cane holes. 

Has 2 fugar eftates in Antigua; one in the Body 
and 200 in paf- 
(p. 352) bought in 1768, with 


with an increafe of 230 flaves and 3o 


tir 7 er; 


mules he highly improved it, and raifed the produce 


year to 150 hogfheads on an 


from 70 hogfheads a 
His other eftate in 


average of 7 years, (p. 5 2'). 


| Pope’s-Head Divifion is of 130 acres, go in canes 


and 40 in pafture and provifions, bought in 1777; 
with 130 flaves; loft 25 in 17793; bought none; 
3 the land be- 


(the proportion of cane land 


Had more males than females ; men are neceflary 


- for boilers, tradef{men, carters, and watchmen. 


Thinks the planters are fortunate who, upon an 
old fettled eftate, have two-thirds of their flaves 
workers (including the grafs gang) from 6 or 7 to 
ss years old; of the other one-third, one-fifth may 
be fuppofed above 55. | 

Was faétor for all the fales at which he bought 
flaves ; never bought more than 50 at once ; always 
chofe them between the age of ro and 25, but if 
any old parents in the lot, bought them; never fepa- 
rated relations. As a factor, never fuffered a family 
to be feparated; if a buyer had laid out a lot of 


| flaves, and it was afterwards known they had rela- 


tions in the cargo, he infifted the buyer fhould take 
thefe alfo, or give up the others. Has bought flaves 
from Bonny, the Windward Coaft, and chiefly from 
the Gold Coaft: 

On his largeft eftate his flaves-have ro to 15 acres 
provifion ground, and often a cane piece of about 
to acres for further provifion, On the other eftate 
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they have about roacres. At both the manager lays. 
out the ground in proportion to each family. Cane 
holes are 2 feet, fometimes 4 afunder. His working 
flaves had generally from 12 to 14 pints of corn, 
with about 5 herrings, per week; the others from 8 
to Io pints, with about 4 herrings: about one-third 
of the gang were generally fed trom the pot; thofe 
fo fed may have about 21 pints of corn or beans, 
with herrings, beef, or pork, in the pot per week ; 
fometimes they have rice twice a day, which is de- 
ducted from the 21 pints of grain. (The ftouteft of 
the pot gang had alfo provifion ground. The over- 
feers were directed, when any negro had neglected 
to bring his breakfaft to the field with him, to ftop 
his allowance, and feed him from the pot: this, 
though they got more food by it, they reckoned a 
difgrace, as treating them like new negroes. p. 354.) 

After great damage by a hurricane in 1772 he en- 
larged his works. 

The excefs, over the ufual allowance which the 
pot gang had, was much more than equal to the pro- 
duce of the ordinary lots of provifion ground. | 

Slaves near towns can pick grafs, and fell it in the’ 
market from 2d. to 6d. per bundle. 

General allowance of food in Antigua not equal to 
his; but where he directed, he kept it up as much 
as he could. 3 

When the fupplies from America were cut off, he 
did not give an ounce le(s food to his flaves, though 
the article fometimes coft him thrice the price. 

The ground provifions are, yams, eddoes, Guinea 
and Indian corn, potatoes, and catlada; all which 
often fail in droughts, to which they are fubject; 
but the provifions and indulgences he gives his flaves 
are fufficient without them. 


_ The hardieft ground provifions are caffada, Guinea 
and Indian corn. 


It was not general in Antigua to allow the flaves 
an afternoon to themfelves. ces 
Heretofore he thinks there was no protection for 

3 the 
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‘the flaves againft mafters and others; but fince he 


came home he is told there is an act in the ifland, Part IL. 
Sen omen 


that whites, ufing a flave ill, are brought to {effions, 
if the owner profecutes. Has known flaves beat by 
whites (not their mafters) without redrefs ; but flaves 
are now much better ufed than when he firft went to 
‘the ifland in 1745, and their good conduct deferves 
it, as they are much more civilifed, and often go to 
church and methodift meetings on Sunday. 

Has heard the flaves inftructed at methodift meet- 
ings to be attentive and obedient to their matters, 
with other good advice: never knew the regular 
clergy pay any particular attention to them. (Has 
heard that the Society for propagating the Gofpel fent 
_miffionaries out to convert the flaves, p. 357.) 
Thinks a humane mafter cannot do worfe by a 
| flave than to free him. | 
Had 33 domeftics on the Body-Divifion eftate, 
(none on the other), viz. 5 footmen, 2 cooks, 8 
watherwomen, 3 fempftreffes, 5 fmall ftock-keepers, 
2 grooms, 6 women with child, and 2 aged females; 
no town houfe; had many more than was generally 
kept by people of the fame rank, owing to his hav- 
ing many children. (Thinks no family in the ifland 
kept fo many domeftics, p. 358.) 

Reared moft of his negro children from the encou-. 
-ragement to the midwives, and attention to the mo- 
_ thers. | 

Slaves of 6 or 7 years are put under the charge of 
_a careful old woman, and pick grafs merely to keep 
them employed. 


From the increafe of flaves and the mules upon P, 344. . 


his eftates, he planted more canes than his prede- 
_ ceffor. 

Provifions have advanced in Antigua 150 per cent. 
on an average, fince the fupplies from America were 
_ cut off, 

The flaves near the towns and Englifh Harbour 
have a good deal of traffic by their {mal! ftock, yams, 
&c.: they fupply alfo the troops and fhips of war. 
W. InvIEs. 
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1790. 
Part I. 
t— in Jamaica, left it September 1789, was a merchant, 
P. 360. knew the management of plantations there, was 


P. 261. 


A native of this country, refided about 18 years 


owner alfo of eftates there, and has had charge of 
others. . 

Is certain Jamaica cannot be cultivated by Eu- 
ropeans; for no furopean could bear conftant 
expofure to the hear, ftill lefs when labouring. 
The foldiers are allowed black pioneers to carry 


wood, water, &c. The officers have told him the 


mortality has fince decreafed much. : 

A fugar eftate, at the prefent prices, could not 
afford proper food and accommodation for the ne- 
ceflary number of European labourers. 

There are a great number of free negroes and 
tradefmen, of whom many do nothing. 

There is occafionally a neceffity for more than 
can be done by the plantation negroes. Never 


knew free negroes offer to do field labour; has 


known them offer themfelves as tradefmen. 

The plough is ufed in Jamaica, he thinks, whenever 
it can advantageoufly, from nature of foil and fur- 
face, &c. in moft of the iflands it cannot be ufed ; 
where it has been long ufed, has known it often 


worked by negroes, Such parts as may be culti- 


vated with advantage, are far from being all fo. 
Many eftates with full value paid, and extenfive 


W.Inpirs.—Witnefs examined—R. Higsert, Ffq; 


works built, are only partly fettled; mult be thrown 


up, or continued with lofs, if owners are deprived 
of the means of cultivation. Much land is uncul- 
tivated. 


Thinks fome uncultivated land unfit for fagar, 


or coffee, cotton, &c. but a large part would do 
well for coffee. 


Leffening 
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and open and till ic fuecefsfully. Thinks they fhall 
thus gain many ufeful citizens of the middle clafs, 
who will add to the fafety and happinefs of the 
-jfland, and increafe the commerce and revenue of 
the mother country. Such fettlements cannot be 
made without negroes. Thinks the old fettlements, 
if {tripped for this end, muft fuffer in proportion ; 


muft be thrown up, or cultivated to certain lofs. 
Believes the prefent cultivation of Jamaica can- 
not be kept up without annual importation of 
negroes. The negroes generally decreafe on fugar 
_eftates; for, in moft, males exceed females. Infants 
are fubjeé& to the locked jaw, in a few days after, 
birth; and the young women have indifcriminate 
intercourfe with the men. The adult are fubject to 
the yaws, and every diforder as Europeans. Fluxes 
are often caufed by improper food ; and fometimes 
after hurricanes proper cannot be had. Recollects 
great mortality among the negroes from fuch 
-caufes; loft about a fixth of about 120 in two or 
three weeks, ona fmall eftate in parifh of Clarendon, 


| by a flux fo caufed, thouzh the beft help in the 


ifland was applied. Does not recollect, if confined 


diforders, with putrid fever, are common, after 


every rain fucceeding long drought, he thinks they 


arife from improper food, Some ie of them. 
The Jamaica report, of 1788, proves the pro- 


portion of imported males and females has been for 


many years as 5to 3. It differs much on fugar 
eftates; in general, males exceed one fourth at leat, 


_which is certainly one caufe of the decreate. 


Cannot ftate the general proportion of deaths and 


births; has had many years eftates of his own, and 
i others 


Leffening the duties on Britifh plantation coffee 1790. 
has caufed many, who could not fettle a fugar Part 1. 
plantation, to buy fome wood-land and a few flaves, +-—~—~ 


and thinks the new ones, moftly in their infancy, Po 363, 


to his own eftate, or general at that time; but it P. 364. 
| was general after every hurricane he faw. Jf fuch 
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others under his care, and does not recollect one 
cafe of births equal to deaths, though all attention 
was paid, and no exceffive labour required. 
Thinks every attention generally given to preg- 
nant women, on plantations known tohim. There 
may be inftances to the contrary: knows none, 
In general, the locked jaw among children is 
fatal.—A native is of more value than an African: 
certainly for planters’ benefit to encourage their 
rearing. Slaves are often fo reduced by difeafes, 8zc. 
as to make it needful to purchafe or hire freth. 
Thinks fuch eftates could not be kept up without 


frefh imports. Sugar eftates fo reduced, could not 


be put to other ufe with equal profit; in fome 


cafes might do for pafture, or cotton, but the 


works and appendages would be of little or no ule. 
Thinks coffee, indigo or pimento could not be 


raifed on old fugar land; that it muft be thrown up 


as fuch, not to be ufed in another way, to any 
thing like the fame gain. 


Never heard domettic negroes in the ifland com- 


puted. In towns, the principal families he knew, 
have from 10 to 30; inthe country, in general, 


barely what is neceffary. Does not think if ali the " 
domefticks were turned into the field, frefh impor- 


tations would be unneceffary. It is moftly thought 
a punifhment. Many would be fo hurt in their 
fpirits by fuch change, as to be of very little ufe, 
even if their numbers were greater. ) 

He is a member of the aflembly.—A duty of jos. 
currency on every negro imported is impofed by their 
legiflature ; 20s. paid by buyer, 10s. by importer ; 


makes part of the ifland fund for fubfiftence of the. 


king’s troops ; quite independant of their English 
pay. Believes, if Great Britain fhould forbid 
importation of Africans, they would waat rather 
power than will to continue it; that the plantations 
only partly fettled, muft depopulate the fmall fet- 
tlements, or be thrown up ; and that the full-handed 

| plantations 
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plantations (the fexes being in general badly af- 1790: 
forted) would naturally, in time, decreafe in Part II. 
Namen potas 


produce, and a total ftop be put to improvement, 

The whites have very feldom any other domeftics 
than negroes. Upon plantations in general no 
more, he believes, than are neceffary. 

The full-handed plantations are fo badly afforted 
as to fex (5 to 3) becaufe men are fuppofed capa- 
ble of more labour; knows not what it is alfo 
owing to the deficiency of procuring females in 
Africa, or difpofing of them in the Weft Indies : 
Knows nothing of the trade on the coaft of Africa: 
Sugar planters chiefly chufe males, 

Believes the number of negroes annually exported 
and imported from and to Jamaica, very accurately 
ftated in the report of the aflembly; cannot now call 
itto mind: They differgreatly, 


When a plough is firft ufed, a white man is Pp, 368. 
moftly employed. 


On fuch plantations as he has had care of, the 
annual ufual decreafe has been about 5 per cenit. 
increafe 2 and £. No true judgement can be formed 
whether the decreafe is greater or lefs on cotton or 
coffee plantations being new/ Rather thinks the 
proportion of fexes more equal there, as the work 
is lighter. 

Believes inftahces of inatténtiori to pregnant wo- 
men very rare. 

White ploughmen and tradefmen have very 
high wages. Never knew the fun opprefiive to 


negroes in full health; does not récolleé one fuch P. 3646 


that complained. 

Believes many difeafes brotight on negtoés by 
hocturalramblings anddancing. 

Their food is in general good and fufficient. They 
are protected and provided with food and raiment by 
law: Yhinks the laft confolidated flave-law indifpu- 
tably fhews the legiflature of the ifland difpoted to 
give them every neceffary comfort and protection. 

S W. Indies. 
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1790. ieee 
Part Il. Is anative of Great Britain; has lived between 26 
—~— and 27 years in Jamaica ; left it the beginning of laft 
P. 370. May; was a planter, and has property there: had 
care of feveral plantations ; of full 5000 negroes. 

Thinks they are treated with humanity; are in 
general in a happy fate; are attended when fick by 
4 doctor, who prefcribes every medicine proper for 
them; have proper nurfes, often provifions of the 
beft fort from owner’s or overieer’s table. They have 
often alfo wine, and whatever other neceffary the 
doétor thinks proper. Has known in dangerous cafes 
the medicines given by whites, who often lofe their 
night’s reft by it. Negroes by age or infirmities, inca- 
pable of labour, moftly live in a comfortable negro- 
houfe; have every allowance and attendance, as if 
ftill of the greateft value, are full fed and clothed ; 

P. 371. never knew one fuch difcarded by his matter. 

The Africans have a remarkable faying in their 
difputes, to fhew that the ftronger can take no advan- 
taee: Of thems ak this no for we country, this for 
« Buccra country; Buecra country every body have 
rights” i,'€. 10 their own country, the ftronger often 
ufe the weaker as they pleafe, whether juftly or not. 

The negroes have lands to cultivate for their fole 
benefit; raife much more provifions than they ule, 
and fell poultry, hogs, and various kinds of fruit, 
and have the profits Many might be rich; numbers 
fpend their money in fine cloaths, and falt meat from 
England; others buy cows and heifers: Has known 

P. 372. 0n different eftates from ro to 40 taken care of pro- — 
mifcuoufly with their mafters, who take no part. 
They fell them when they will. He has bought from 
different negroes, young fteers, and paid them from 


£10 to £13 per head. 
He 


WEDDERBURN. 
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es wifh to buy their 1790. 


He has known different negro 
freedom themtelves, and a few friends p 
money fufficient. 
were 300 flaves, the owner, 
before the hurricane of 1780, by that calamity, other 


ftorms, 


offefied of Part il. 
&s an eftate where there et 
in eafy circumftances 


and perhaps fome little imprudence, became 


embarraffed: A writ was iffued , the marfhall came 
to the eftate to fecure him, an 
In the evening a few of the chief negroes came to 
their mafter, told him what they had 
brought him between £200 and 300. He refufed it 
with thanks. 

Such land in Jamaica as may 
advantage, is not, by many t 

He thinks the 
advantage in coffee and cottons; if it 
to many planters would be great, 
lands and ftocks, raifed buildings, 
ftores from England, only 
cane; thinks cane-land in genera 


articies, 


d left it difappointed. 


heard, and 


be cultivated to 
houfand acres. 

lands now in canes cannot 
could, the lofs 

having bought 

and had various 

to cultivate the fugar- 

1 not adapted to thofe 

and that to oblige the owner to this change, 

the fame as taking part of his property P.. 373. 


would be much 
without paying for it. 
Thinks Jamaica cannot 
They could not bear the neceffary la 
mortality he thinks would be fo great 


attempt. 


be cultivated by Europeans. 
bour, and the 
as to ftop the 


Thinks t 
health, and that it 


he fun’s heat not hurtful to the negroes 
. * o 

affeéts them little at work ; has 

it, and ftood with them hours at 


feen them often at 1 
a time: They feemed to him to feel no incon- 
veniences, 

Jamaica cannot be cultivated b 
ufed in many parts, but after p 
forced to dig the cane-holes with hoes, 


y the plough: It is 
loughing they are 
to plant the 


canes, and often to trench the land to dry it. 
part, fteep and hilly, 
thoufand acres have ftones and rocks 
with the foil, that the 


does not admit the plough ; many 
fo intermixed 


plough cannat turn 
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1790. Many eftates are cultivated fo, that the canes are not 
Part JI. ftocked up, but it is a rule to keep them on the {tock » 
t—— as long as poffible. The plough could be of no ul¢ 


P. 


P. 


374. 


375 


there; only the hoe. 

When the plough is ufed, the fame number of 
negroes are requifite ; but it is of infinite advantage 
to them by breaking the foil, and taking a part of 
the hardeft labour from them: But fuppofing fewer 
at ploughing feafon, the ufual number would be 
neceflary in crop-time. 

Has heard the legiflature of Jamaica has encouraged 
inventors of machines for faving manual labour. 
Planters have readily adopted all they thought ad- 
yantageous, or that have ftood the teft of experience. 

An overfeer has commonly from 6 to 10 do- 
meftics, moftly unable to fupport field-labour; the 
moft weak and delicate, are generally put to do- 
meftic ufes. ; 

Thinks the prefent cultivation of Jamaica cannot 
be kept up without annual imports; not that the 
negroes are ufed ill; the women do not breed there, 
as the labouring ones of Great- Britain; greatly from 

romifcuous i: tercourfe, cauling venereal diforders, 
often deftruétive of the conftitution, Many die by — 
yaws, fluxes, ulcers, and pleurifies ; infants, befides 
the diforders to which they are fubject in Great- 
Britain, are liable to the locked-jaw, of which h¢ 
thinks 4 die. | . 

Suppofes the lofs in 20 landed in tolerable health, 
about 5 in the firft 3 years; if with yaws, or other 
difeafe, double at leat. Thinks they would be 
diffatisfied in having no mare recruits from Africa, 
having often heard them wifh far fuch help; and 
that the flaves now in Jamaica would be worle ufed, 
becaufe moft fugar-plantations being at fo great 


- expence, are obliged to borrow of the Britifh mer- 


chant, and make him annual confignments, and 
payments; deprived of flaves, they could not: 
The merchant would be difappointed-——the cannec- 
tion, 
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tion unprofitable to him. He may, to be fure, take 1790. 
fteps, compelling the planter to pufh his flaves be- Part IT, 


yond their ftrength, to pay him, in hopes of keeping 
up his crops, and preventing the ruin of himfelf, and 
family. | 

Slaves labour about 11 hours out of crop-time ; 
jnjcrop-time, though the time of labour with fome 
is longer, they are moftly happier, and in better con- 


dition, from the canes they ear, and the liquor they 


drink. 


- Thinks, if the flave trade was abolifhed, many 
planters could not pay their debts. Some {mall 
trifling fettlement might be practicable; none of 
much importance. : 

There are many free negroes in Jamaica, fome of 
them tradefmen ; but moift idle. The eftates often 
require the help of other negroes, befides the 
owner's; ‘has known the free then employed as 
tradefmen, but in no other way. Many eftates, 
where expenfive works have been erected, and much 


~money laid out, are only partly fettled; -no further 


pregrefs can be made, without fupplies from Africa; 


unief{s thofe, who have jobbing gangs, were to fell Pang 


them. then the lofs of their help ta different eftates, 


would be very diftreffing, and no other eftates could 


be fettled with propriety. 
Native negroes, are much more valuable than 


imported; it certainly is the planter’s intereft to 
_ encourage raifing them, and they do. 


Many difcafes are brought on the flaves by night 


_ trayclling, feafting, and dancing, 


Except after fuch calamity, as the hurricane 1780, 
they have plenty of wholfome food. 
If an aét of parliament for abolifhing the flave- 


_ trade, fhould only transfer that trade to other nations, 


the Africans would not be benefited, or the caufe of 
humanity advanced, as far as he is capable of 
judging, pte ws 3 

| Is 
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1790. . Is convinced the flaves there would fuffer exs 


Part If. ceedingly, as their labour would naturally be en- 


U-~—~ creafed; thinks it would tend to depopulate Ja- 
maica, leffen its cultivation, and prevent its im- 
rovement. Thinks it would not be attended with 


P. 378: faistachion %9 the planters, and other whites there ; — q 


is confident it would produce alarming difcontents. 
Quantity of land, negroes, and produce, on as 


many eftates as he can recollect, are as follows : 
Acres. Negroes. Hhds. Sug. Pun.Rum 


Mefopotamia — 2600 ——= 310 ——~ 315 —~ 239 


Grange ~——— 1500 ——= 175 —— 165 —— 79 
Glenefley ——~ 1800 ——- 230 ——~ 110 ——~ 80 . 
Caledonia ess qoowe 1190 tora Te 45 
Blue Caftle-——~ 1800 —— 245 ~~ 240 ———~ 140. 
Blackheath ——= 1100 ——~- I10 —— 180 —— 8a 
Mount Eagle — 1000 —— 165 —— 160 ——~ 80 
Spring Garden - 2600 ——= 250 —~ 165 —— 99 
Coreen River > 1000 2A a eee 15 
Ricimond Vales’ poo’ 220 O55 go 
Providence » 10090 ——— 106 ——- 110 ——= 75. 
New Foreft-—— 2000 ——— 180 —-— 


‘New Foreft is now improving ‘n Cotton and Coffee, Sugate 
Work being in a Manner given up. ie 
Thefe eftates can make annually the quantity of 
fugar juft ftated, ‘f there are no ftorms, and they \, 
have the fame fupport of flaves as now ; by more — 
- ftrength they can make much more. 
P. 379+ -Mefopotamia is level land, and great part only 
adapted to paitures; many of which are over-grown 
with logwood, and require more flaves to Improve - 
them. The Grange is hilly, of rather poorer nature, 
and one of thofe, where the plough is ufelefs. 
_ Believes Gleneflcy produces the Jeaft fugar of all, 
from the moft land. Its cane-land has been fo 
exceedingly injured by the hurricane of 1780, that 
st does not yield well ; about 200 acres are in canes. 
On many of thefe eftates, the canes lie contiguous 5 | 
on others, the paftures are difperfed with the canes 5 
the lands in wood, and ruinated, lie moftly by them- 
felves. te 
Does 


2 
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Does not know that the value of any of thefe 1790. 
eftates could be eftimated from the quantity of fngar Part ff. 
produced, except Green River, and Providence: -~~ 


The others (fome of them in particular) have very 


valuable land, fit for fugar, and when improved, 
would become exceedingly valuable. 

The mode would be to buy more flaves, without P. 380. 
which it is impoffible to improve them ; it would 
require much labour and expence, but would pay 
very amply, he thinks; great part is at prefent in 


wood, morafs, or ruinated. | 

Cannot ftate the number that would be neceffary 
to cultivate fully all thefe eftates; but as to his own, 
is convinced, that it’s valuable land, fit for fugar- 
canes, would require 200 more, and without them, 
the prefent cultivation cannot be extended, were 
they to continue nearly the fame, as to fugar, 
pafture, wood-land, &c. ‘Thinks the prefent flock 
of flaves, if kept up, not tolerably fuficient. Many 


of thofe eftates now require more labour than for- 


merly, when the land was new, 


_ The general proportion of male and female flaves P. 381. 
In Jamaica, fuppofed 5 to 3. | 


On avery few eftates there are Moravian parfons, 


but in general no attention is paid to any religious 
inftruction. The Society for propagating the Gof- 


pel has not, to his knowledge, employed any perfons 


in converting the flaves. 


He has no calculation by which to eftimate the 
ordinary expence of maintenance of flaves at various 
ages. hey have as much food as they can eat, 
except after fuch a calamity as that of 1780, when 


| the allowance was not fo liberal. Three large 
| plantanes are thought as much as they can eat at a 
meal; when fmall, they get more. They imgeneral 
| live on the produce of their own provifion grounds. 
_ They are naturally lazy and negleétful of themfelves ; 
) are fed plentifully by their mafters. A few eftates 


excepted, they have more Jand allowed than they 


can cultivate, Reters 
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1790. Refers to the late confolidated aé for the legal 
Part II. protection of the (lave from ill-ufage by his matter, 
wev—— or other whites. Thinks the effect in Jamaica, of 
ftopping the sntercourfe with America, was the lofs 
eet iH of many thoufand lives for want of a fupply of 
ah provifions, rice, corn, &c. particularly after the 
aa ict hurricane of 1780. sad 
et i I Indian corn and caffada are cultivated in Jamaica 
ay with good fuccefs. 3 
ee Has often bought flaves foon after their arrival 
1s eee a from-Africa; the chief part have been deliberately, 
en chofen from the whole cargo. They generally em- 
ee ploy one day in each fortnight, and Sundays, in 
be Ke cultivating their own erounds, and have often other | 
ae ko i days allotted to them, when it appears neceflary to 
As. | their employers. , 

AEA Doubts not, if a law were to pafs here to forbid 
the importation of flaves into Jamaica, they would 


a 


—— 


i, | 
Bea | be fecretly brought in, and that moft of the planters 
ev | there would encourage it. 
oo P. 383. Thinks the late regulating act has been attended 
it ey ul with much advantage. i | ) 
an) The (laves for the plantations are in general bought. 
by the owner, or his attorney. : | 


Many eftates in Jamaica are fo fteep, that the 
plough would be deftructive, by the violent rains 

eculiar to it wafhing away the foil. 

Thinks an African’s confticution perfectly well 
adapted to bear heat: never knew a flave in health | 
al complain of it, Pleurifies are often got by being — 
ae out at nights; the healthieft and ftouteft field-flaves — 
Hh are more fubje&t to them than others: has known 

many very fine valuable ones die of them. The 
Owner generally prevents thofe nocturnal rambles, 
as far as poffible. . 

The produce of the eftates before-mentioned, was 
exceedingly reduced by the hurricane of 1780, but 
cannot fay exactly in what propertion. ‘The produce 
was much lefs than in 1789. 

| Whether 
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ticularly by fuch a calamity ds that of 1780; but 
when the crop is fmalleft, the expence is greatett, 
only in particular cafes; in ftorms; along con- 
_ tinuance of dry weather, when the cane-ftalks aré 
hurt by it, if the -rops of corn and pfovifions are 
_on the grourd, they are deftroyed ; but the provi- 
_ fions.taken early, béfore the hurricarie mionths come 
on, are fafe. The hurricane of 1780 deftroved the 
plantains, and in many refpects, the ground pro- 
vifions. The pr prietors bought on this account 
| provifions from Eneland and America 

Never knew but one free negro defire to return 


W. Inpres: 


again. As far as he can recollect, he was a Gold 
~Coaft flave. 

_ If the eftates in an incompleat cultivation for 
want of fufficient flaves, could be cultivated to 
their extent, he thinks the increafe of produce 
would be a very great addition to the revenue, 
commerce, and manufacture of the mother country. 
It is not ufual in general for flaves to obtain their 
freedom, till after a long refidence in the Weft- 
Indies. 


neem AER Samet ces 
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, A merchant of London. 


‘dealings with Jamaica (as fa¢tors to the planters) 
vand to whom the houle is confidcrably in advance. 

| They import from 5000 to 6000 hogfhéads of 
fugar, befides other articles, the gro!s value of which 
“may be from £ 200,000 to £ 250.000. 


| who have lived in the 
| | rience 


| | T 


to Africa; he went to fee his friends, and returned: 


14g 


‘Whether the crop is gréat or fmall, the expence 1790. | 
Of cultivation is the fame, arid often increafed, par- Part IT. 


-y 


P. 384. 


The houfe he is concerned in, tas had confiderable P: 384, 


From the concurring evidence of planters, others P, 386, 
iflands; and from his expe- - 
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rience gained in the courfe of bufinefs, he believes 
the abolition of the flave trade will greatly injure the, 
population and produce of Jamaica, and confe-, 
quently himfelf as a merchant and creditor. 

Any eftimate of his, of the debt of the fugar iflands 
to Great-Britain muft be froni partial inadequate 
grounds : but could never make it lefs than 
£ 20,000,000. Lord Sheffield conjectures fuch debt 
to be one-third of the value of the colonies, which 
has, fince he wrote, been eftimated £ 70;000,000. 

Speaks from experience, that the creditors of Welt 
India property include thefe clafles, each to a con- 
fiderable fum, efpecially the 2 firft. 1ft. Merchants 
who have advanced money, to get confignments, 
fupport old correfpondents, or protect old engage- 
ments. 2d. Morgagees who have advanced moncy 
on intereft. 3d. Annuitants by purchafe, will, or 
marriage-fettlement. 4th. Legatees, many under 
old bequefts. 5th. Confignors of goods to the Weft. 
Indies, captains and mates of fhips, &c. 6th. 
Shippers of goods for the ftores, to order, 7th. 
Creditors on bond, note, &c. 8th. Keprefentatives 
of the deceafed of the above claffes, or whofe concerns 
are affigned to others. Their engagements are 
chiefly under the firft clafs. 

A confiderable part of their capital is lent to 
creditors, part in fettling new, and extending and 
improving old, eftares; and, he believes, part in 
new machinery and modes of manufacture; alfo a 
very confiderable part in advances made to repair 
damages by hurricanes, and to feed the negroes in 
drought and famines. Their books contain fome 
debts which have exifted from 40 to 50 years: and 
he believes had they not proteéted thofe debts by . 
advances to buy negroes and other relief, the eftates, 
now their fecurity, would have been long ago ruined. | 
Believes, that when by fhort crops, low markets, or _ 
other caufes, the planters have been diftreffcd, they 
are generally relieved by Britifh loans. In nett of 

| eir 
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their concerns, they have underftood the buying new 1790. 
negroes to be abfolutely neceffary. to carry on the Part IL 
eftates, and have advanced money for that ufe. en died 

Several planters have affured him that they with 
for new negroes, not to extend eftates, but merely P. 388. 
to eafe their prefent ftock. | HO 3 

In Jamaica there is a confiderable number of ftore- 
keepers, and importers of Britifh goods, and who 
are not land-holders: Advances to fuch reft on the 
fecurity of the produce; Agriculture in the Weift- 
Indies, efpecially in Jamaica, is the bafis: of their 
returns, and-folvency. 
© Pheir fecurity refts intirely om the produce of 
eftates cultivated by negroes. Real fecurity is either 
an eftate with negroes, or negroes alone. © Land 
without negroes, or an immediate profpect of buying 
them to work the land, would be confidered by a 
merchant here, as-no fecurity. | utd 

Such Wett-India properties as give fecurity for 
Britifh loans, he thinks, may, witha'very few lucky 
exceptions, be comprized in 3 claffes. © 1ft. Long 
fettled: eftates, which, thro’ depopulation, or acci- 
_ dental calamities, need fupplies of negroes. 2d. 
Bitates, in a progreffive f{tate, prudently: adding a 
few negroes yearly to their gangs, till their fettlement 
is compleated. 3d. Effates:snewly fettled,:or by 
accidents almoft without negroes, but which would 
be an ample fecurity-to their ‘credicors, if furnifhed 
— with negroes cheap. 9 i) ih | 
_ . Several Jamaica eftates mortgaged to them, have - 
- portions of uncleared land, which are fome fecurity, 
while negroes may be bought to make them produc- 
tive. On fome of them the cultivation has been 
advantageouily extended. 

Believes minor’s eftates leafed, with but few 
negroes, have been often improved: by fuch leafing, 
when the minor came of age, Knows a renter of a 
minor’seftate, who, on the minor’s taking poffeffion of 
it, carried off a good gang. of negroes, and fettled an 
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entire new eftate, which with a fmall addition to 
that gang, promifes to turn out very well; but the 
proprietor has in his late letters to them exprefied 
preat anxiety about working his own eftates ; and 
if he can’t buy new negroes, will find his prefent 
fine canes of little value, and his eftate worth almoft 
nothing. Believes the eftates of infants, or others, 
fo fituated, could not poffibly be improved or kept 
Up, without new negroes. bat om "i 

Hid their houfe expected or believed that the flave 
trade would be abolifhed, they certainly would not 
have made tie great advances or engagements ftated. 
He never thought of the abolition, as not believing 
it probable; but knew that his trade, the Wefts 
India eftates which fecur: his advances, the African 
trade which {upports thofe eftates, and even the very 
loans he has made, have been encouraged and fanc- 
tioned by repeated aéts of parliament, of which he ° 
produced a lift as follows, viz. 1ft. Aéts encou- 
raging and protecting the fugar colonies, 15 Cha. II. 
chap. 73 22 and 23 Cha. Il. ch. 26.—7 and 8 
Will. Illy ch. 22.6 Anne ch. 30 and ch. 37; 
8 Anne ch. .13.—4 Geo. I]. ch. 15; 5 Geo. II. 
ch. 24; 6 Geo. I]. ch. 13; 12 Geo. I¥. ch. 30; 
19 Geo, Il. ch. 30; 21 Geo. II. ch. 30.—5 Geo. HI 
ch.a5;.6Geo. IUL ch 52; 27 Geo. IIL. ch. 27, 
The leading feature in all thefe acts is encouragement 
to the fugar colonies, as Inhabited by Britifh fubjects, 


and very advantageous to Great Britain. 


.. The ad divifion of aéts on the flave trade, and 


ftating it neceflary for the Weft-India colonies, 
Royal charters of Cha. [!. of 1664 and 1672.—5 


9 and ro Will II]. ch. 26.—10 Anne ch. 27.——. 


‘The Queen’s fpeech, June 1712.23 Geo. II. 
ch. 313 26 Geo IL. ch. 40.+-4 Geo. III. ch. 20; 
5 Geo. IIL. ch. 445; 23 Geo. III. ch. 65; alfo, thot 
quoted before, 27 Geo. III. ch. 27. Alfo the pro- — 
ceedings of the Foule of Commons from 1707 to 
4713, duriug all which time the fave trade was under 
iia ee res ae 
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_ their confideration; and it was recommended, by a 1790. 
 meflage from the Queen, to confider its nature; and Parc II. 
no publick cenfure was then paffed on it; but it was —~— 
repeatedly voted advantageous to Great-Britain, and 

nec: ffary for the fugar colonies. And, tho’ the various 

bills brought in, and fome of which paffed the Com- 

mons, failed from difputes between the chartered 
company and private traders, it does not appear the 
reftriction, much lefs the abolition of the trade, was 

ever thought.of. 

_ The 3d head of aéts encouraging loans to the 

Weft India proprietors, from Britith and foreigners, 

viz. 5 Geo. I. ch. 73 13 Geo. III. ch. 14, and 14 


ch. ! 

The infpector general of imports and exports, P+ 392 
has ftated to the Privy Council, the imports from 
the Weit-Indies to Great-Britain in 1787, at 
te . fhe £. ft de +) 
499851357 +, 8 O80 


% 


) And from the Weft. Indies 

in 1787, was exported to 

3 

 Treland, value 

| ; f. Sends 

AGES Stina yard 

The U. S. of America 196,460: 8: 0 

Britith Col. in America 100,506 : 17 : 10 

Foreign Weft-Indies - 18,245 : 12: 6 

| Africa See ah as hee ae 868 : ae OQ 

iE .. arte 


443,666 > 17: 9 


| Grand total £ 5,389,054: 17: 7 
_ The infpeétor general ftates thefe to be mercantile 
_ walues formed on the prices current publifhed at 
- Lioyd's. This trade employed 1815 veffels, 242,721 
tons, and 21,114 feamen. ‘That the exports from 
Great. Britain to the Weft-Indies in 1787, in Britifh 
goods, &c. amounted to £ 1,023,703 : 135. : 10d, 
and from Ireland, befides what is fhipped in veffels 


L ; 


_ cleared out from Great-Britain £ 20,160. 
The witnefs believes the annual average of flaves 


jolertte and retained in the Britith Weft: Indies may 


€ 15,657, amounting at £ 35 per head, to £547,995. 
¥ a a Rina Cotbe mee td oa ae ; 4 ; The 
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1790. The infpector. general, has alfo ftated, the quantities, 
Part EL. and cuftom-houfe: values of imponts from the Welt- 
tony Indies. to Great Britain only in 1788, whence he 


has, with all the care and exactnefs he could, efti- 
mated their grofs mercantile. value, (taking the 
opinion: of experienced brokers on the average prices 
of that year) and which, on a very moderate calcu; 
lation, amounts to £ 6,800,000 of which he finds that 
the cusoms and exci te received about £ 1,800,009 
Shi 'p owners for home freight, about 560,000 
Britihh merchants. and brokers, fon} 
commiffions, about -.- - 
Under-writers for infurance, about - 150,000 
Wharfinvers, &c. cian prihage 
(OF, freight, about. ; - s sothed 
The whole of cate is) air G 2,837,000 


232,000 


9 5,000 


‘4 The reft, being fomething lefs than 4 millions, is 


the net proceeds paffed to the credit of the planters, 
by the Britifh merchants bat from which mult be 
farther deduéted the value of Britith eoods | ex- 
ported to the plantations, with freiht, “infurance, 
commiffion, and port charges: thereon ; alfo the fam 
paid the African merchants annually fon flaves sand 
when to this is added-the intereft. of the debt due 
from the colonies:to:Great Britain, there can be no~ 
doubt but the whole £ 6,800,000 refted in Great 
Britain. In confirmation, can attent that tracing the 
grofs. produce received | through their houfe, for 
many years, in, his time and his predeceflors, (na 
inconfiderable value) there is a very {mall part of it 
indeed, which, he cannot follow home to.one or 
other of the above heacs. 
_ The tonnage in, the Weft Indies trade, Wi 17875 
has been ftated, 24°,721 tons;) and though in. that 
eltimate, fome veffels are included which mult have 
made more than one voyage a year, and their tons. 
are counted. for each voyage, yet in many cafes, the — 
qbimates tonnage is fomewhat under bbe real: take 

: | im. 
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ing therefore that quantity, and eftimating the Weft 1790. 
India fhips, with all their expences at fea, at only Part i. 


£10 per ton, the amount is £ 2,427,210. 

The amount paid by the Britifh Weft-India trade 
to fhip owners, for freight alone, may be eftimated as 
follows: 3 
Homewards to Great-Britain, as above - {£ 560,000 


Outwards on Britifh manufactures, &c. about 120,000. 


On Irifh manufactures exported, and pro- 

vifionsin fhips clearing out from G. Britain 
On exports from the Weft-Indies to [reland 14,000 
On exports from ditto to Britifh America, 


i 22,000 


| 25,000 
and the Unit-d States - - - - ne 
On imports from America to the W. Indies, 
° . , . . 200,006 
including fhips clearing out from G. Britain . 


Total freight —— £941,000 


To which add the freight paid, in the price of P. 394. 


negroes, to the African fhips, and this Article alone 
will be found above a million {terling. Moft certainly 
the diminution of Wett-India produce, will affect the 
quantity of freight; and if the fhips now employed 
an that trade don’t get other employ, it muit affect 
the price. The fame caufes will reduce the tonnage, 
and uumber of feamen. The increafe of price of 


the Weit-India produce will be neceffary +o counter-. 


balance it’s diminution, to rake the eftates as pro- 
ductive as at prefent. A diminution of Weft-[ndia 
produce, if cauted by any difficulty of getting ne- 
groes, will raife their price, when to be had. The 
increale of price of produce, will certainly diminith 


it’s confumption, and the export of it from Greate 
Britain. | | rt 


Having never been in the Weft-Indies, he can only 


| {peak from facts well authenticated, or generally ad- 
| nee The committee of council in Jamaica ftated, 
C believes from the tax-rolls, that theflaves there in 
1768, ‘were ‘about 964,000. Governor Keith in 

alt 
1774 
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1774, about 193,000. Governor Clarke in 1787, at 
256,coo. The affembly in 1787, {tated the flaves at 


tv" 2.40,000, at the leaft: But obferves that the number 


P. 395. 


on the tax-rolls, was only 210,894. Governor Keith 
fays, his number in 1774 was from the tax-rolls; but 
there were at leaft 10,000 more, as many jobbers and 
“others gave not in their numbers. ‘The witnefs 
thinks, ‘the only fair calculation can be from the tax- 
rolls, according to which, he gave in this ftatement : 
Slaves 
In 1768, the number was about- + -. - 167,002 
Left in the ifland to 1774, inclufive - + 41,038 
Left in the ifland from 1774 to 1787, inclufive 87,624 
295,662 

Deduét on the tax-rolls in 1787 - - + + 210,894 
The deficiency in tg years is- - - - - 84,768 
or 4,461 annually, i e. 2.34 (in decimals) per cent. 
per annum, on the medium number. | 

1768 167,000 

1774 ew 193,000 

1787 ———= 210,894 


3)570, 894( 190, 298 is the medium N? 
The calculation of Jofs in the firft 6 years, will be : 


In 1768 the number was - - - - - 167,000 
Left in the iflandto 1774, inclufive - - 41,038 ° 
208,038 


Deduct on the tax-rolls in 1774 - »« - 193,c00 


The deficiency in 6 yeais was - - - - 15,038 © 
or 2.506 per annum, 1.€. 1.4 per cent per annie 
en the medium number. 

1768 —— 167,000 

17/4 192,000 


CED 


2 )300,000( 180,000 is the medium Ne 
a 
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The calculation of lofs the lat 13 years will be: 


280,624 
- 210,894 


‘Deduét on the tax rollsin1787- - 
The deficiency in 13 years was - - = = 69,730 
or 5,364 per annum, Or 2,65 per cent, per annum, 
on the medium number. ) 
1774 19 3,000 
1787 ——— 210,894 


2)403,894(201,947 is the mediuw N? 
The laft 13 years was marked by war and re- 
peated hurricanes, from which for the firft 6 Ja- 
maica wasexempt. The whole 1g years form no 
unfair average of the circumftances of the iflands 5 
and it appears, the population of Jamaica for thofe 
1g years, has diminifhed move than two and one- 
third per cent on the medium number ; that it has 
_diminifhed in an increafing ratio, and not increafed 
‘in # growing,ratio,as has bern ttated; that admitting 
-1g0c0 flaves to have perifhed in the above periods, 
from hurricanes, the diminifhed population in 
Jamaica alone will remain nearly 70000 in 1g years; 
that a lofs of two and one-third per cent. upon 


is 10,500 and may be computed as the immediate 
annual diminution of the number, fhould the 
flave-trade be abolithed. | 

He is certain that an abolition of the flave-trade 
would be followed by an immediate decay of the 
credit of the Britifh merchants who have confider- 
able engagements with the Weft Indies, and that 
they would be obliged, however unwilling, to prefs 
their debtors, and to foreclofe mortgages, to the 
ruin of many plantations, whofe value would be 


and 


450,000 flaves, faid to be in the Britith Weft Indies | 


affe€ted by the quantity of fuch property at market, 
U 
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‘In 1774, the number was- - * - - + 193,000 Part ID. 
Left inthe ilandto 1787. - - + = - 87,624 ~~~ 
| P. 395+ 
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1790. and the notoriety of the caufe of their fale. The | 
Part If. Britith merchants, finding their profits diminifh with 
team the diminifhed produce of the iflands, muft nes | 
0 ceffarily leffen the expence, by which they contri | 
ha bute to the revenue, and muft look forward to the 
Paeeieieiey tt ruin of the trade, that they and their families have 
leery cs 4 depended on. He_ believes many rich Weft India 
ae it planters, whofe eftates are large and full-handed, 
eh Mee At : might for a while feel little injury from the abolition, 
A ae 5 and even receive a temporary benefit from it, while 
a ais) ‘the prefent fyftem of colony regulation is continued, 
ake as by the ruin of fmaller planters, whofe flaves they 
Ge a would buy, their rivals would be diminifhed ; but 
aia that they and the kingdom at Jarge, muft foon feel 
ahaiond iti the ruinous event of the abolition, in the tatal decay 
a of the fugar colonies, and in the dependance of Great 
ease is Britain on foreigners for her immenfe confumption 
| } of their produce. | oe | 
me Nr st P. 398. In lending money on a Weft India eftate, the 

|| ; annual produce is more confidered than the nominal 
ees ce value. — 3 ; 
Pek The London merchant has 2% per cent. com- 
Die ei miffion on the grofs fales of produce, the fame on 
a amount of fupplies fhipped, and ‘4% per cent. on 
ey | a making infurance on each. ‘ 
Re ite UP ~ Much of the Jamaica rum is fold on the eftate, 
or at the next fhipping port. What is fent home by 
the planter, is generally configned to him to whom 


he fends his fugar. , 

P. 399. Infurance outwards or homewards, is always made 
Hl il ona policy, deliverable to the planter on demand. 
ea ii If the’ merchant ftands part of the rifk, it is as an 
ea under-writer, as an individual, not in the firm of 
the houfe. th _ 

The Weft India merchant ts often the hufband of 
fhips, and holds his fhare of them. The fhare of the 
merchant in general is fuppofed much lels now, than 
it wasfome years age, : 
aa tx ASG The 


W. Inpizs, G.. Hipperr. 

| The eftates do not require fupplies in proportion 
to their produce. 

| The planters often draw bills on the merchants to 
whom their produce is configned, to pay for the 
flaves they may buy. The planter has often credit 
in the ifland for the flaves he buys. When he draws 
‘on his merchant, at the expiration of that credit; 
he draws at the ifland ufance, or, if for a longer 
time, intereft for fuch time is included in the bill: 
Bills from Jamaica are ufually drawn at go days 
fight, they may be, on an average, 2 months on 
the voyage. | 


himfelf from the fale of the fugars, tor the fums 
advanced to the planter, for itores fent out, com- 
miflions, &c. but where there is a connection (and 
in fuch there is commonly an advance) fuch exact- 
nefs in keeping the account balanced cannot be ex- 
pected. | 
Inthe war, it was certainly difficult to fell Weft 
India eftates to advantage ; and he thinks the agita- 
tion of the queftion of the flave trade has in pare 
renewed that difficulty. The facility of borrowing 
money on Weit India eftates has certainly increafed 
fince the peace; and, if not entirely. prevented by 
the agitation of the preient queftion, he believes it to 
be becaufe they who well know the value of the 
Weft India trade, cannot, believe the abolition of 
the flave trade, on which that commerce depends, 
will take place. | 

As to eitates which have kept up their daves 
without importation, he can recollect but one, 
among all with whom his houfe was connected, that 
of Lord Dudley, which he underftands, is pecu- 
liafly fortunate in fituation, eafy of labour, number 
of flaves and proportion of the fexes. In 1776, theif 
aumber was 637, in 1788 it had increated only 31, 
in that time it was exempt from any of thofe cala- 
mities that affected the neighbouring eftates, yet 
| : “U2 there 


In all cafual bufinefs, the merchant feimbuties. 
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1790. there were two years in which there was decreafe, of 


Part iI. 


ee eee 


one year they have no account, and in one year 

there was neither increafe or decreafe. In 1788, 

there was 222 men, 220 women, <9 boys, 41 girls 

126 children, 668 in all. The late Lady Dudley” 
faid, that the eflate did not pay her above 3 per 

cent. on the capital advanced. He is not certain, but 

believes, that in the period juft mentioned, no new 
negroes were bought for Lord Dudley's eftate. 

In 1787, Jamaica did not make its average crop.” 
The importation into London only, was 10,0000 
hogtheads lefs than in 1785. and 13,000 lefs than im 
1788. Has always underftood the leeward iflands 7 
made much lIefs than an average Cropin 1788. 
the year on which he calculated for all the Weft 
Indies. : . 5 

In Jamaica of late years there has been con-] 
ftantly a premium paid to drawers of bills on Great] 
Britain, at ufance from 5 to 10 per cent. A larsey | 
debt due fiom Weft India iflands to Foreigners, 7 | 
contraéted, as he believes, on the faith of parlia- 
ment, their being an act exprefsly encouraging it) © 

A very confiderable quantity of herrings is fent)) 
from Scotland, Ireland, and Newfoundland, to the 
Wet Indies for negroes. 5 

The feamen employed in thofe fifkeries are not) 
included in the above eftimate, except fuch New- 
foundland feaman as may occationally carry the ffh 
to the Weft Indies. | ’ = 

When he ftated that the rich planter, whofe efiate 
is large and full-handed, may find a temporary) 
benefit in a greater price, fhould the abolition of the 
(lave trade diminifh the number of his rivals at thise 
market, he prefumed cn his being able to keep uj 
his flaves and produce during fuch temporary benefi 
Thinks the diminution of produce from the abolition” 
mutt increafe in compound progteffion, and that a 
price could not be afforded here any way adequate 
to fuch a diminution, If the price was much high 


_ pox, &c. 


W. INDIES. G. Hrepert. 


| he believes, an equal confumption could not be ex- 


pected, for it was generally thought much affected 


| by the high prices lait war. 


” Has heard lord Dudley’s eftate is feparated from 
others, in a particular way. Has often heard perfons 


who lived on it fay, this peculiar fituation keeps the 
negroes from rambling at night, and getting vene- 


reals, pleurifies, &c. which tend to lefien popu- 
lation. And alfo from being infected with the imall- 
The attorney or manager informs them 
that when by a late contagion, many of the neich- 
bouring eftates fuffered, that eftate loft none, and 
had but few ill of it. 


Witnefs examined. — Admiral SHuLDHAM. 


Lord Shuldham (Admiral) has obferved the be- 
haviour of matters to their negro flaves, in the iflands 
where he has commanded, to have been mi!d, gentle, 
and indulgent, equal to that generally fhewn by matter: 
to their fervants in this kingdom. The flaves were 
decently clothed, and properly for the climate, and 
feemed perfectly fatished with their victuals, and 
lodging: He never heard them make any complaints ; 
they are in all refpeéts perfe@tly fatisfied, fo, that when 
a midfhpiman, he envied their condition, and often 
wifhed to be in the fame fituation. 

In his opinion, the Weft-Indies could not be cul- 
tivated to advantage by Europeans, it muft be attended 
with immenfe expence, and the lofs of a greater 
number of lives, from effect of climate on European 


-_conttitutions. 


French Weft-Indiamen he confiders as one of the 
principal fources of the French naval power; thefe 
fhips he does not think remarkably fine veflels ; they 
are of about 3 or 400 tons, and manned pretty much 
as our own; but it is 27 or 28 years ago, fince he was 
in that part of the world. 
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W.Inpres.-Witnefs examined—Adm. BarRInGcrToN: 


Admiral Barrington has obferved, that the mafters, 
in the iflands where he has commanded, have always 
behaved to their flaves with the greateft humanity. 
The flaves appeared properly fed, clothed, and lodged; 
and more labour did not feem to be required of them 
than they could properly bear. They are, in general, 
perfectly fatisfied with their condition, fo much fo, 
that when being miferable himfelf, (from being 4 
months Commander in Chief, without an opportunity 
of revenging the infults of France) he has feen them 
fo happy, that he wifhed himfelf a negro; but when 
he had his full revenge, he never wifhed himfelf a 
negro afterwards. 

He does not conceive the plantations in the Weft- 
Indies could be cultivated to advantage by Europeans, 

Ships employed in the French Weft-India trade, he’ 
confiders as one of the principal fources of the naval 
power of France; they are remarkably fine veffels ;. 
have, he fuppofes, double the number of hands that 


our fhips have, and are as large or larger than ours in 


the fame trade. He conceives the French have of late 


P. 407. 


years encreafed their Weft-India trade, and alfo the 
number of their Weft-India fhips. 

The Britifh Weft-India trade is no doubt a confider=. 
able nurfery for feamen. He holds it by all means 
important to keep up, and encourage the flave-trade ; 
its abolition, will tend to reduce the Weft-India trade; 
and confequently to lefien the number of fhips, and 
feamen. 

In the laft war, he was three months at Barbadoes, 
"and on fhore every day, where he had continual op- 
portunities of obferving the fituation of the negroes, 
and conduct of their mafters ; he never knew any act 
of cruelty, by the owners, on their flaves, nor ever faw 
a punifhment, but one, which was that of a negro 
woman by her own hufband. © , 

The, 


W. INDIES. BARRINGTON. 


The flaves in Barbadoes are more comfortably 
lodged, and much cleaner than the labouring people 
of Ireland, and in general in the Weft-Indies they ap- 
peared happier than the labouring poor in Ireland, and 
many parts of Great-Britain. 

Whether by proper regulations the ftock of negroes 


could be kept up without importation from Africa, is 


a queftion he cannot anfwer; he has heard, that fome 
very few plantations may keep up their ftock ;—for 
example, Comiffioner Martin’s. 


Witnefs examined—Adm, Marriort ARBUTHNOT. 


Admiral Arbuthnot haying commanded on the Weft 
India ftation, has been frequently in plantations, both 
in St. Kitt’s and Jamaica, and never obferved the leaft 
cruelty to flaves ; has feen them punifhed, but neither 
inhumanly nor wantonly, and by no means fo feverely 
as a Britifh foldier or failor; they are clothed according 
to the climate, and fed with the utmoft care, having 
ground allotted for that purpofe, befides other Pro- 
vifions from America, and conftantly from England ; 
in point of lodging, and accommodation, they are 


better off than the labouring poor in Ireland. No more 
labour is required of them than they can properly bear} 


their labour is not equal to that of feamen in a man 
of war, in heaving down or clearing; fo far are they 
from a defponding ftate, that they have as joyous 
moments as any of us: He has been very happy 
amongift them. 

He calculates, in Jamaica, there are 16,000 whites, 
and 200,000 blacks, and that it is impoffible for this 
country to fend out 200,000 in their room ; therefore 
the plantations in the Weft-Indies cannot be cultivated 
to advantage by Europeans. Says, that in 1730, he 
was midfhipman to a 40 gun fhip, that carried out 2 
ee ; ‘ regiments 
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1790. regiments to Jamaica, where the colonel died in a 
Part II. fortnight, the greateft part of the officers, and threes 
~~ fourths of the regiment in little more than a year. 
vias) | The fhips in the French Weft-India trade, he does 
Vey not confider as a principal fource of their naval power, 
Pasitpiy | ak but of great confequence to them; he knows nothing 
4 Ree of the veffels, nor how they are manned. 
aT 3 The Britifh Weft-India trade, he thinks, is a nurfery 
1 ee for feamen, and that important to be kept up, and that 
ee the abolition of the flave trade, will affuredly tend to 
ea a reduce the Weft-India trade, and leffen the number of 
ae sy ao fhips and feamen; andthe grounds of this opinion are 
et 6} OP, 400. a certainty, that if all the feamen employed in any 
ee ip | trade, do not die by unhealthy climate, thofe that 
ie i return, will be ufeful to their country. The feamen 
| | from *Guinea fhips were of great ufe laft war in 
Bey! eM 7 manning our fleet, but at what period, he does not 
oe know, not having been at the Windward iflands, where 
the fhips received great recruits from Africa. | 
He does not know whether any regulations would 
Keep up the ftock of negroes, without importation, but, 
thinks it impoffible that any improvements or better 
regulations can be made: Our labourers earn their 
oe _ bread with greater difficulty than the negroes, 
Bite _ The negroes are beyond comparifon better treated 
| 1 now, than when he firft knew the Weft-Indies in 1763; 
ae . ., in particular, they are much improved in Jamaica, 
ae where they are treated more humanely, and in general 
a i appear comfortable. He anfwers that their clothing 
ma at P. 411. is well adapted to the climate; they want for nothing, 
i and feemed fatisfied. Every plantation of 150 ne 
ee groes had a furgeon, 
ne ~ During the laft war, he was not in the Weft-Indies, 
he was in the Weft-Indies in the year 1763, and being 
‘afked on. what grounds he thinks the flaves better 
‘treated now than formerly, he anfwers, that he only 
confines himfelf to the year 1763. 2 
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jn Barbadoes there were many naked. In, confe- 
quence, the Barbadoes people put their laws in 
force and clothed their flaves. He thinks F nelith | 
negroes better lodged than French. Food in a 
great meafure depends on having proper provifion 
ground; fuch as have not this, vive fal fifh, and 
Guinea and Incian’corn to their flav s. Slaves feein 
better off in the Fneliffh than in the French iflands ; 
the punifhments in tne French, greater than in the 
Enelith iflands. Me never knew cruel treatment to 
any flave in the Engl:fh iflands, but the reverfe. 
He never knew or heard of any thing in the public 
adminiftration of juitice between a white may and 
a negro, but ftrict juftice to both: He was at the 
trial of a white man (about 1772 or 1773) for 
wantonly murdering 4 flave. Tse court con- 
demned the man, and he believes he was executed: 
He {poke to the governor that he hoped he would 
not: pardon him. The man he believes was not 
the owner of the flave. 

The property of flaves in the prdduce of their 
gardens, their poultry and pigs, as far as he has 
oblerved, is held facrec, and never taken from 
therm without a juit gia and at the mar- 
ket price. 

If it were poffible for a flave to be happy. they 
feemed to be fo. They never knew what liberty 
was. So far as regards only their food, clothing; 
lodging and care taken of them in ficknefs and in 
health, he thinks their lives as happy as thofe of 
the peafants i in this ek 

As to feamen in the ftreets of Jamaica “dean int 
an ulcerated ftate; falling without pity; without 
friends, without a look but of contempt from the 
hardened multitude that paffes by, &c. He does 
not believe any thing of the fort ever happened in 
any of the iflands. (See page 475 4dé anfwer.) 


There may have been drunken feamen. 
| Bb If 
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1790. Ifthe crews of flave fhips are ill ufed by the 
Part II. mafters, they have always aremecy at hand, by 
t.——/ entering into any of his Majefty’s fhips in thag 
port. The thip cannot fail till the mafter has paid 
te the men their ju(t wages. The feamen of Guinea 
seal fhips too cuftemarily leave them to navigate the 
He ee loaded fhips to Great Britain, as their wages for the 
ata eel men exceed the wages due from their own fhips; 
ea ee he believes there have been many inftances of harfh 
ae ty treatment in captains of thofe fhips, to get rid of 
Lipa ti" their men. Regulations to this end are very ne- 
ata i ceffary. 

AR | As P. 475. He ftates, that in 1747, he faw 180 fail of 
ie aa French Weft Endia fhips in one convoy, bound from 
ak St. Domingo to France. That we took 40 of them, 
ie Sa the value of which was £500,000, and refers it to 
Fak 1 the committee to judge how much that commerce 
muft have trcreafed the laft 40 years. He is con- 
vinced that France could not have difputed the 
empire of the ocean with us laft war, but for their 

Weit-India commerce. 

He never fuffered preffing in the Welt-Indies, 
without recourfe to the governor and council, 
who always allowed the imprefs, and gave every 
affiftance in their power towards manning the fleet 
in every ifland. 

P. 476. The officers of the navy always oblige the captains 
of Guineamen to pay the wages due to fuch of their 
feamen as enter the King’s fervice: If thefe have 
been ill-ufed, by captains of Guineamen, the officer 
of the navy, if it come to his ears, applies to the 
attorney-general of the ifland to profecute fuch 
captains, | : 

os The African flave trade certainly fupplies feamen 
ah to His Majefty’s navy, becaufe when they come to 

Ha the Welt Indies we get fome of them. It is not a 
nurfery for feamen, that is certain ; but it feafons 
them to a hot climate. 


W. Innigs, 


eos?) 
ENR reer ma 
W.Inpizs—Witnefs examined—Sir PETER PaRKER. 


Admiral Sir Peter Parker was captain of aman 1790. 
of war on the leeward ifland {tation the war before Part II, 
Jaft about 3 years. He was at the taking of Gua- 
daloupe, and occafionally vifited Barbadoes and all 
the leeward iflands except Nevis. In 1777 he was 
appointed admiral and commander in chief of all - 
the King’s thips at Jamaica, where he arrived Feb. P. 499; 
1775, and remained till : 782, 

Lhe treatment of flaves in the feveral iflands 
was lenient, mild and humane. He never heard of 
even one initance of feverity during his ftay at Ja- 
maica. The flaves not only feemed properly fed, 

Jodged and clothed, but in a more comfortable 
{tate than the lower clafs of people in any part of 
Europe, Great Britain not excepted, No more 
Jabour was required of them than they could pro- 
perly bear. Our peafantry fcarce earn a livelihood 
by labour much harder than thefe are putto; and 
in age and infirmities, dragon a miferable life ona 
pitiful allowance of 1s, 6d. or 2s. per Week from 
their parifhes; whereas the negro, when old and 
infrm, has particular attention paid to make him 
ealy and comfortable; and if he has acquired money, 
which all induftrious negroes may do, he may live 
in affluence the reft of his days; he knows that his 
family and friends will be fure of protection, and 
Sood treatment after his deceafe, and that he may 
bequeath his property how and to whom he pleafes. 
They are far from being in a ftate of defpondency, 
and generally chearful and merry, —It is abfolutely P. 478. 
impoffible to cultivate the Weft Indies by Fura- 
peans; to fhew how inimical the climate is to 
European conftitutions, he fays he need only refer 
to the military returns there of 1779, 1780, and 
1781. The very exiftence of the foldiers depends 
Bba on 
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1790. on their being allowed negroes to carry their ftores 
Part If. and provifions, and do other acts of drudgery. 
t+— Our feamen work under awnings, to keep off the 
fun. The manning veffels in our dock yards with 
negroes, to water and ftore the King’s fhips, he is 
fatisfied has faved the lives of thoufands. The cap- 
tains under his command had aj] leave to enter a 
few nezros The fhips when once watered, keep 
up the quantity with their own long boats. In 

proof that negroes are neceflary for this fervice, he 

relates that a frigate, about to fail from Port Royal, 

fent her long-boat to Rock Fort for water, with a 
midfhipman, cock{wain, and fix feamen, and that 

on her return next morning, the midihipman and 

fix feamen were taken ill and died.) 

He thinks the prefent ftock of negroes cannot be | 

kep: up without frefh importations from Africa ; 
experince proves it otherwife. ss . 

~ He confiders the thips in the French Weft India. 

trade, as a principal fource of their naval power. 

Their fhips in general are larger than ours, and 

carry doube the number of men, Their Weft 

India trade is immenfe, and, in his opinion, twa" 

thirds of their whole commerce 5 fhould they ob- 

{truét their African trade, which he thinks they are” 

too wife to do, they would lofe their confequence 

amone the nations of Europe, and not be able to 

fit out fleets fufficient to alarm their neighbours. He 

hears, and thinks ic probable, that they are en- 

deavouring to improve ‘heir Welt India trade, and 

their African, as conne€ted with it. 

P.479+ The Britifh Weft-India trade is a great nurfery for 

feameén; we fhould find it difficult to man a great fleet 

without it. ‘There canbe no doubt, that that trade, 

and alio the African, are extremely ferviceable in 

manning King’s thips’ in the Weft-Indies in time Of 

war. Ele received upwards of 2000 into the fleet, 

under his command, and manned feveral fhips that he 

bought for the King from Wedt-India merchantmen, 
m i 


ya 
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and African fhips: Thofe traders furnifh feamen pe- 1790. 
culiarly adapted to Weft-India fervice, and more able Part II. 
to manage the King’s fhips in that ftation than feamen “~~ 
ufually employed in Europe. It is important to the 
kingdom to keep up Britith Weft-India trade; but 
more important to keep up the African. 

The abolition of the African trade would, in his 
opinion, caufe a general defpondency among the ne- 
groes, and gradually decreafe population, and con- 
fequently the produce of our iflands, and muft in time 
deftroy near } our commerce, and take from Great- 
Britain all pretenfions to the rank fhe now. holds of 
being the firft maritime power in the world. 

In the fame ratio that our power decreafes, that of 
the French will encreafe. 

He has never feen nor heard of failors dying in the 
ftreets of Jamaica in an ulcerated ftate, objects both 
of commiferation and horror, as ftated in the report 
of the Privy Council, except in the committee room. 


Witnefs examined.—Srepuen Futter, Eiq; Agent 
for the ifland of Jamaica. 


Produced extraéts from the minutes of the joint com- P. 431. 
mittee of aflembly and council of Jamaica, 3d De- 
cember, 1789, which are inferted from page 485 to 
page 496 of the minutes at large*. 

He alfo produced a paper intituled, “* Jamaica 
s* export and import of negroes, and negroes retained 

' Baty ae nal ‘ hod ; ce ° 
in 

Extracts from the minutes of the joint committee of affembly 
and council of Jamaica, 3d December 1789. Mr. Murray 
reported as follows: — ; 
vite peaRery i 

Your committee appointed to meet a committee of the council P, 485. 
in a free conference, to enquire into and to report to the houte 
their opinion, what fteps are neceflary to be taken with regard to 
. the flave trade, in conlequence of the information received from 
the agent of this illand of the proceedings had in the Houfe of 
Commons in the lait fellion geapesharment in refpect of the faid 
ue Bue : « . 1¢ ' a ” rt - - F trade, 
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oy 1799. © in the idand for 49 years, viz. from 1739, to 
Bae PartIl. to i787, both inclufive, diftinguifhing the years 
ee Sev “© of wat from: thofe of peace.” 


This paper is to 
fhew that the importation of hegroes into Jamaica 


Was 
trade, have accordingly met, and have taken the examinations of 
feveral perfons, and have agreed to the following reiolutions.: 

I. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint committee, that 
the fuppreflion, either direct or virtual, of the flave trade, 
by the Britifh nation only, (other nations continuing the trade 
as uiual) would not promote the purpofes of humanity, either 
in re{pe@ of the hegroes which are annually brought to the 
African markets for fale, or in regard to the negroes at prefent 
in a flate of flavery iu this and the reft of the Bri:ith iflands in the 
Welt-Incies. ‘The effeéts in Africa of a partial abolition would be 
this, that the purchalers from ‘urope, being fewer in number, 
would havea greater choice of flaves, equal to the whole demand 
of the Brith merchants at prelent which is flated at 38,000 
annually ; whereby prime flaves only would be faleable; and 
the aged and infirm (many of whom are now purchafed of necef- 
fity) beiag rejected in § “eater numbers than formerly, the horrid 
practice which has long exited among the flave-merchants on the 
coaft, of putting to death fuch of ther Captives as are brought to 
market and rejeéted by the Europeans, would be more prevalent 
than ever. In the Britith Weft-Indies the efe@ (however lightly 
felt at firit) mutt neceffarily, in the courfe of a fey years, from 
an unavoidable decreafe confequent on the preient inequality of 
the fexes, have this Operation ; that the labour which is now 
performed by a given number of negroes, muit eitaer be per- 
formed by a lefs number, or the planter maf contra& the limits 
of his plantation, aud diminifh his produce. ‘Thus immediate 
intereft, and in many cafes urgent diftrefs from the importanity 
of creditors, will be fet in Oppcfition to the principles of juftice, 
and the diftates of humanity. 

il. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint committee, that to 
condemn the flave trade as peculiarly deftru@tive to Britith feamen 
(the contrary whereof is proved by the evidence of Vice- Admiral 
Edwards before the privy council) and to adduce in proof thereof 
the loffes fuftained on certain unhealthy parts of the coaft, without 
taking into the account the loffes fuftained in other branches of 
the African commerce, fuch as the wood and ivory trades, where 
the mortality Principally occurs, and the encreafe of feamen from — 
iuch other parts of the Britith Navigation as are principally de. 
pendant on the African commerce, is partial and unjuft. Amon 
thefe branches may be reckoned the Weft India and lumber trades, 
and above all, thofe great nurferies for feamen, the Irith, Britith, 
Britith- American and Newfcundjand fitheries - 


3; the confumption 
of herrings and falted fith by the negroes, being immenfe. We 


have 
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was very confiderable in war time. He formed the 1790. 


calculation from 1739 to 1772, from an original Part If. 
account found among Mr. Rofe Fuller’s PAPEPS, mmm 


after 
have likewife reafon to believe, that fince the late regulating aét, 
the mortality of Britith feamen in the flave trade has decreated 
nearly one half. 

UI. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
the lofs of Negroes which is fometimes fuained in the voyages 
from Africa, as well asin the harbours of this ifland, between 
the days of arrival and fale, and which is ftated to happen from 
the mode of tranfporting them from the Coaft, being a remediable 
grievance, affords no argument for a total {fuppreffion of the 
Slave Trade. 

IV. It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that no jut efti- 
mate can be formed of the effects which the Regulating AG of 
the Britith Parliament, paffed in 1788, will ultimately produce 
in re{pect of the lofs of the flaves in the middle paflage, inafmuch 
as it appears, from a return of negroes purchafed on the coatt of - 
Africa by fhips that have entered in the port of Kingfton fince 
the firit of January lait, that, out of 2099 flaves purchafed on the 
Gold Coaft, 2042 have been fold in this iland, a lofs of only 
two and three-fourths per cent. but that, out of 2550 flaves pur- 
chafed in the Bite of Benin, only 1642 have been fold; a lofs 
amounting to thirty-five and three. eighths per cent. and unknown 
before any regulation took place. ‘I'wo veffels have fince arrived 
from the fame coaft, the Ann and the Vulture: thefe veffels pur- 
chafed 785, flaves of whom only 14 have died; a lofs not exceed- 
ing one and three-Jevenths per cont, {his amazing difference,as ap- 
pears by the evidence taken on oath, is partly to be attributed to. 
the {mall-pox, which raged in fom: of the fhips, and the meafles 
and flux, which broke out in others. ‘The lofs by the flux was. 
chiefly occafioned by the ufe of unripe yams, for want of other 
provifions. 

V. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
the number of flaves at prefent in this ifland is about 250,000 5 
of which, according to the beft enquiries that can be made con- 
cerning the proportion of the fexeés, there are 140,000 males, 
and r¥10,cco females: it follows therefore, that if future imor- 
tations from Africa be difcontinued, there will unavoidably enfue,, 
from the difproportion of the fexes alone, a very great redudtion 
from the prefent number of our flaves, before any augmentation 
can be expected from natural increafe by generation; a diminu- i 
tion which muft not only preclude all attempts at the further im- 
rovements of our unfettled lands, but likewife occafion a propor- 
tionable decreafe in the prefent cultivation ; it being an undoubted 
fact, that almoft all the plantations already fettled are much 
wnder-handed. Vi. 
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1790. after his death, printed part IIf. of the Privy- 
Part II. Councils report ; thence to 1787, from the Infpector- 
~—— General’s account, printed part IV. of that report. 

He 


ie " VI. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
Bei oil it is abfolutely impoflible to cultivate the Weft India iflands, fo 
cae as to produce any commodities that would enrich the mother- 
meni EN country, by white labourers. Fatal experience demonftrates the 
Ba fallacy of {uch an expectation. In the year 1749, the legifiature 
Dine ies of this ifland paffed a law holding out great encouragement for 
bare aire ih 4) the introduction of white families into this colony, which proved 
BE ere ineffectual ; very few families having come in confequence there-. 
13 of, and of thofe that came not a veftigeis left. ‘Ihe French mi- 


labourers at Cayenne, on the coaft of America; twelve thoufand 
EN A se miferable people were the victims of this impolitic fcheme. If 
Bee further inftances are wanting to prove, that Europeans cannot 
ea ba A | withftand the climate when expofed to the fun and the rains, re- 
bo courfe may be had to the accounts of the fiege of Carthagena 3 
aE al the expedition to Cumberland Harbour ; the fiege of the Havan- 
Bert nah ; the returns of the regiments that came out under the com- 

; ‘ aia Saat mand of General Garth in 1779 and 1780; and the expedition 
Ae to Fort Saint Juan, on the Spanifh Main. 


according to the beft eftimate which can be formed, this ifland 


eee a confiderable part of the country, confifting of high mountains 
i and rugged precipices, is incapable of improvement, yet it may 
ee be prefumed, that no part of the lands, which are attually pa- 
tented, falls within that defcription; inafmuch as the owners 


which quit-rent, and the arrears thereof, colleéted fince Chrit- 
mas laft, amount to the fum of 27,o00l. or thereabous, exclufive 
of 13,000 now in a train of fettlement. 3 


SF 
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i it appears, from the offices of the Clerk of the Patents and Re- 
Mie! | ten | ceiver-General, that there are at this time patented in this ifland, 

ie | or taken up by grants from the Crown, 1,907,589 acres of land 4 
thy from which, the quantity in aétual Cultivation being deduéted, 
Hie « there will remain, with every allowance for unproductive territory, 


900,000 acres of cultivatable land yet unfettled; the whole of 


which, if the Slave Trade be abolifhed, mutt become an abfolute 


a burthen and incumbrance on its prefent proprietors; who will, 


in fuch cafe, be entitled as of right, and on the principles of na- 


I alt | tural juftice, to the liberty of furrendering the fame back to the 


Crown, and receiving full compenfation for the capitals therein 
vefted,. 


& 
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niftry in 1763, attempted to fettle a colony by means of white 


VII. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 


hase | may be ftated to contain four millions and eighty thoufand acres 
| eo RR of land, of which not more than one-fourth part, or about one- 
bail cal) million of acres, is at prefent in actual cultivation ; and although 
a an 

} 


thereof pay a quit-rent to the Crown for ho'ding the fame ;. 


VIII. Refolved, It is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
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vefted, and all quit 
land, valued only at 31 currency per acre, is worth 2 
currency, equal to 1,928,sool. iterling. 
IX. Refolved 
_ that the planters 
in like manner, 
_ which muft nece 
all further importations be difcontinued by authority of 
ment; the prefent difproportion between the {exes havin 
_ from caufes which are not imputable to us. 
_of our flaves will likewife unavoidab! 
creafe in the value of our lands, 
for which and all other loffes confequen 
\fent fyftem, it is the opinion of the joi 
habitants of this, and the reft of 
fairly and juftly entitled to com 
ing been originally fettled under the mo# facred c 
the mother country, fan@ioned b 
| tions, as well as by a fucceffion of 
and encouraging the flave trade 
|gtanted in 1662 and 1674, 
a Royal African company, the 
fequence of an addrefs from both houfes of parliament, 
the atts of the gth and oth of William the 
the principles of civil liberty wer 
underftood, and freely afferted 
f23 George II. which recite 
ceflity of the African trade. 
in, and fupported by, 
}moral juftice, but by t! 
tain from the e 
the Royal African co 
forts, &c. &c. (fee ft 
Britith merchants and owners of 
trade, for loffes {uftaiaed by ther 
regulating the thipping aud Carrying f] 
he coaft of Africa, paffed in the 
ment: and itis our opinion tha 
owards the abolition of the flav 
ment of Great Britain, 
Mcertaining the loffes to arife therefrom. 
X. Refolved, It is the o 
he charges which have bee 
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e trade be taken b 
commiffioners ou 
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He looked on this laft account as more perfe& than 1790. 
his own, which was that of a private gentleman (of Part IL, 
Jamaica) only, and the other that of a publick offi- —y~—w 


Cor. 


parlia 


pinion of the joint committee, that 
n brought againit the planters of this 


fland, of improper and inhuman treatment of our Slaves, may 
ad He 


be 


-rents paid on account thereof. The faid 
9700,000l, 


» It is the opinion of the joint committee, 
and proprietors of negroes in this ifland will 
be entituled to compenfation for the diminution 
flarily enfue in the number of our flaves, thould 


= 


¢g arifen 
With the reduction 
y happen a proportionate de- 
buildings, and produce; 
t on a change in the pre- 
nt committe, that the in- 
his Majefty’s {ugar colonies, are 
penfation ; the {aid colonies hav- 
ompacts with 
y royal charters and. proclama- 
acts of parliament, authorifing 
3 particularly by the charters 
by King Charles I]. which eftablithed 
lait of which was granted in con- 
and by 
III. a period when 
e minutely inveftigated, well 
and more recently, by the aé& 
s the ufefulnefs and abfolute ne- 
Our claim of compenfation is founded 
not only the rules of natural as well as 
1€ expectations we are warranted to entere 
xamples of compenfation made by parliament to 
mpany, for the refumption of their lands, 
at. 25 Geo. I. c. xl. in 1752, and to the 
‘hips engaged in the African 
Nin coniequence of the a@ for 
aves in Britith veffe's from 
lait {effion of the Britith parlia- 
t, before any further meaiures 
y the parlia- 
ght to be appointed for 
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«790. cer. Hence he has taken the laft part of his calcu- 
Part I]. lation from the Infpector-General’s account, which 
‘ten reaches from 1772 to 1787. ‘Lhe faid account was 
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delivered 


be fully refuted and difproved; firft by an appeal to our lawss 
and, fecondly, by the evidence of refpectable men who have re~ | 
fided among us, and have been witneffes to our manners. What- 
ever may be faid of our ancient Colonial Slave-laws, the Acts 
which have been paffed, within the laft ten years, are written in | 
charaters of juftice, mercy, and liberality. Concerning the ge- 
neral treatment of our flaves, we refer to the evidence already per- |. 
fonally given to the Lords of the Council, by the Right Hon. Lord 
Rodney, Sir Peter Parker, Adm. Barrington, Sir Jofhua Rowley, 
Admiral Hotham, Vice Admiral Edwards, and Sir George 
Young: and to the further evidence that may be produced from 
gentlemen of charaéter in England who have refided many years 
in this ifland, and are intimately acquainted with our condué and 
manners. We conceive that the teftimony of fuch perfons is un- 
an{werable and conclufive ; and fhall therefore only remark, that 
it is notorious our Slaves, in general, are not only treated with 
kindnefs and humanity, but that they are alfo protected by law 
from immoderate chaftifement or cruel treatment, and enjoy more 
eafy, comfortable, and happy lives, than multitudes of the la. 
bourers in Great Britain. | 
XI. Refolved, it is the opinion of the joint committee, that, 
in confidence of the validity of plantation fecurity, and the fupport 
and encouragement the fugar-colonies, and the African trade, 
have hitherto experienced from government, the merchants in 
Great-Britain have been induced to enter in very large advances, 
and engage in extenfive loans to the Welt-India planters; and, on 
the faith of an aét of parliament, paffed on purpofe to make the 
receiving of fix per cent. on colonial fecurities lawful in Greats 
Britain, great numbers of private perfons at home as well as the 
fubjeéts of foreign ftates, have likewife embarked confiderable 
{ams on mortgages, and have purchafed annuities to a yery large 
amount on Wett-India eftates : now the flave trade being the great 
fource of every Weft-India improvement, its abolition muft ines ; 
vitably diminifh the value of ail fuch fecurities, and drive the , 
creditors to ule every means in their power to extricate their 
roperty from fuch a precarious fituation; to the immediate ; 
\ 


pe eer 


‘diftrefg of the planters and their families, and the ultimate ruin 
of many of the mortgagees and annuitants themfelyes. 

MII. Refolved, it is the opinion of the joint Committee, that 
the prefent value of property in this ifland may be fairly and rea- 
fonably eftimated as follows; viz. 250,000 negroes, at Sol. fter- : 
jing per head, is 12,500,ovol. ‘The patented lands, with their | 
erections, and the perfonal property appertaining thereunto, 
at double the velug of the negroes (being the moft general rule of 

24 . yawuation) 
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delivered in and read, and is inferted from page 
497 to 499 of the minutes at large. By this ac- Pare I. 


count it appears that, in 
Total flaves Average 


War from 
| Peace from 
War from 
Peace from 


War from 


1739 to 
1749 to 
1756 to 
1764 to 
1776 to 
1783 to 


Years retained per Ann. 
1749—-10—-55230 5523 
1755S —— 743645 ——— 6235 
1763 ~- 8—49368———6171 
1775-12 —88443———7 390 
1782— 7—41530-——5791 
178 7— 5—=32218 —— 6444 


Peace from 


arwsy 0 Q, yooemen eee) 


49 310440 


Wr eke CL. 
War 25 years. Peace 24 years. 
ime 0 etree arama 


| 5523 6235 
| 6171 7370 
5791 6444 
3)17485 3.20049 
| 5828 6683 
| 5828 


Peace annual average exceeds war 855 
Annual average retained for 49 years 6335 


Cras Witnefs 
valuation) amount to 25,000,000. and the article of houfes in the 
towns, the coaiting and trading veflels, &c. may be eftimated at 
one million and a haif at the leaft; it appearing, by the Report 
of the Committee of the Lords of the Privy Council, that the 
houfes in Kington and Spanifh Town are alone worth 1,428,5211. 
fterling. ‘The total is thirty-nine millions of pounds Sterling ; 
the whole profits and produce of which capital, as alfo of the va- 
rious branches of commerce to which it gives rife, center in Great 
Britain, and add to the national wealth, while the navigation ne- 
ceflary to all its branches, eftablifhes a ftrength which wealth can 
neither purchafe nor balance. ° 
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_Witnefs examined.—Roserr Norris, Efq; 
a Produced a paper, intitled, ‘* An account of the | 
ia Part [1 Velle s and amount of their cargoes, now emploved | 
Wea ——,— “* by the merchants of Liverpool In the African 
ye (483.) ‘“« fave trade, 3d March 1790." It was fent him | 
We aaean | by the fecretary of the committee of African mer- ' 
chants at Liverpool. He believes it to be a true ' 
ftatemént of faéts. It was delivered in and read, | 
and is inferted from page 500 to 509, of the printed | 
eens minutes. By this account it appears that there were | 
bad aes then 139 thips, 24907 tons, 3853 feamen, employed | 
Buia al de by the Liverpool merchants in the flave trade; that 
pee a the value of fhips and outfit was £ 361,608: 05. : 8d. 
eR and the total amount £1,092,545: 05. : gd. 
os el The witnefs alfo produced the following account 
ere ale | and lifts. | | : 
PD ee ~ An account of the number of men difcharged by 
ae the mafter tradeimen of Liverpool employed in the 
Pi i flave trade, and who are now out of work, or gone | 
py ie to other places, from the reftriGions laid on that 
erent trate by parliament, with their eccupations, and. 
ee wages in a year. This account is dated 15th March 
la 1790, and is inferted page 510 of the minutes at 
eaten large. The perfons {pecified in it, are 1007 tradef- 
men and labourers, 22 mafters of flave fhips, 47 _ 
mates, 356 feamen: total 1432 perfons, in the 
Aituations defcribed.—N. B. In 1787, there were only — 
71) perfons in the poor-houfe of Liverpool ; but 
from the faid reftrictions, there are now in the poor- _ 


houfe 1227: increafe 508. Added to thefe, the_ 
poor relieved out of the houfe, are now 1060; and 
in 1787, were 700: increafe mia, 5 i) 
A lift of African fhips laid up in Liverpool, fron 
Mee the reftrictions on the trade, inferted page 5:2 off, 
‘a minutes at large: total 22 fhips of 5366 tons. . 
i ri P. 484. A lift of African fhips fold out of the trade, or 
vee fent on other voyages from the faid reftrictions, | 
a inferced ibid. Total 16 thips of 3061 tons. 
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W.lnpres— Witnefs ex*. —Capt. JonnAsuiey Hay 


Now in the Weft-India trade from London, was 


‘in the African trade from 1772 to 1776 inclufive, Part II. 
Made two voyages to Africa in the Neptune, as “~~ 


third, fecond and chief mate ; touched at C, Mount, 
and failed along fhore, fometimes trading for rice 
to C. Palmas; failed thence the firft voyage to the 
river Del Rey, in the bight of Biaffra, where they 


flaved. Second voyage, failed from C. Paimas to Del 
Rey ; but the trade being dull, went to the R. Old P. 514. 
Calabar. : 


The flaves were brought on board by the black 
traders pinioned, and fometimes 4 or 5 with-coilars 


‘chained together. 


Thefe traders always went for the flaves, after the 


arrival of the fhip, with goods they got, and in war 
eanoes. He faw from 3 to 10 canoes in a fleet, 
each with 40 to 60 paddlers, and 20 to 30 traders, 


and other people, with mufkets, fuppofe one to each 
man, with a 3 or 4 pounde: lafhed on the bow ; they 
were generally abfent from 10 days to 3 weeks. 

Often afked the mode of buying flaves inland ; 
was told by the traders they were prifoners of war, 
and fold by the captors. He never faw a flave 
brought on board with a frefh wound, and a few 
with old fears. 

Often afked them how they became flaves: they 
conftantly faid, either furprized in their towns, at 
work in the fields, or taken in fixed battle. 

Often faw flaves brought on board from 8 to 13 
years old, always without relations; never knew 
but one inttance to the contrary, which was a woman 
with a tucking child about 6 weeks old, 

The trade in the rivers Calabar and Del Rey is 
carried on by means of pawns, who very often are 
children of the traders, They were always parti- 

cularly 
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cularly anxious as to the fate of the pawns, and 


. feemed much diftreffed when fufpicious of the fhip’s 


v—' failing away with them. 


(537) 


(516.) 


Never faw more guns in the king’s and principal 
trader’s houfes than appeared for ufe; never any 
trade guns but of a better fort. On the fea coaft 
they were afraid to fire a trade gun. 

In Old Calabar river are two towns, Old Town an 
New Town. A rivalfhip in trade produced a jea- 
loufy between the towns; fo that through fear of 
each other, for a confiderable time, no canoe would 
leave their towns to go up the river for flaves ; 
which happened in 1767. He correéts an error of its 
being in 1768, when examined before the Privy 
Council, from a copy he has fince feen of the de- 
potion of William Floyd, mate of the Indian 
Queen. In 1767 feven fhips lay off the point 
which feparates the towns ; fix of the captains in- 
vited the people of both towns on board on a 
certain day, as if to reconcile them: at the fame 
time agreed with the people of New Town to cut 


off all the Old Town people who fhould remain on 


board the next morning. The Old Town people 
perfuaded of the fincerity of the captains’ propolal, 
went on board in great numbers. Next morning atc 


8 o'clock one of the fhips fired a gun, as a fignal © 
to commence hoftilities. Some of the traders were — 
fecured on board, fome were killed in refifting, and 

fome got overboard and were fired upon. When 


the firing began, the New Town people who were 


in ambuth behind the point, came forward and — 
picked up the people of Old Town, who were — 
{wimming, and had efcaped the firing. After the — 
firing was over, the captains of 5 of the fhips deli- _ 
vered their prifoners (perfons of confequence) to 
the New Town canoes, two of whom were beheaded ~ 


along fide the fhips; the inferior prifoners were 


carried to the Weft-Indies. One of the captains, — 


who had fecured three of the king’s brothers, deli- 
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vered one of them to the chief man of New Town, 1790. 
who was one of the two beheaded along fide; the Part II. 
other brothers he kept on board, promifing, when -v—™ 
the fhip was flaved, to deliver them to the chief 
man of New Town. His thip was foon flaved from 

this promife, and the number of prifoners made 

that day; but he refufed to deliver the king’s 

two brothers, and carried them to the Weft-Indies 

and fold them. Thence they efcaped to Virginia, 

and thence, after 3 years, to Briftol; where the 
captain who brought them, fearing he had done 
wrong, meditated carrying or fending them back to 
Virginia. Jones, of Briftol, who had fhips trading 

to Old Calabar, had them taken from the fhip 
(where they were in irons) by Habeas Corpus. After 

} ‘enquiry how they were brought from Africa, they p Ate 
| were liberated, and put in one of Jones’s inips, for - he 
| Old Calabar, where the witnefs was, wien they ar- 
rived in the fhip Cato, Langdon. They faid they 

) were treated very ill in che Weft-Indies, but much 

)) -better in Virginia. 

| - So fatishied were the people of Old Town, in 

} (31767, of the fincerity of the captains who invited 

f them, and of the New Town people towards a 
‘reconciliation, that, the night before the maffacre, 

the chief man of Old Town gave to the chief man 

of New Town one of his favorite women as a wife. 

It was faid, that from 3 to 400 perfons were killed 

| ‘that day, in the fhips, in the water, or carried off 

_ the coaft, 

- -The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by 
killing two of the crew who attempted to feize him: 

he then got into a one-man canoe, and paddled to 

the fhore; a 6-pounder from one of the fhip’s ftruck 

‘the canoe to pieces, he then fwam on fhore to the 
woods near the fhip, and reached his own town tho’ 
‘clofely purfued; it was {aid he receivea 11 wounds 


| from mufket-fhot, 
Captain 
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1790. »CaStain Hall in his firt voyage on board the 
Part I, Neptune, had this account from the boatfwain, Thomas 
t~— Rutter, who, in i767, had been boatfwain to 
the Canterbury, captain Sparkes, of London, and 
concerned in the faid maffacre; Rutter told him the 
{tory exactly as relared, and never varied in it; and 
alfo trom the king’s two brothers, who agreed exactly 
with Rutter. 

When failing along the windward coaft, he often 
faw canoes hovering about the fhip for a confiderable 
time, after much intreaty they came on board, but 
were fo fufpicious that they kept conftantly near the 
P. 518. thip’s fide, to jump overboard; they faid they were 

fearful of being taken off the coaft, as fome of their 
countrymen had been. 

The flaves when brought on board to be fold 
always appear dejeéted. Tt foon wore of with the 
young flaves, and fome women; but not. with the 
men, which he afcribed to their being forced from 
their deareft connetions, .and native country. 

The men were immediately put in irons, two tose- 
ther, and kept in irons, hands and feet, ’till their : 
arrival in the Weft Indies, uniefs taken ill, when the | 
irons were taken off. Never faw a female in irons. 1 

They often difagree in the night about their fleeping 
places ; the men linked together often fight, when 

| one wants perhaps to obey the calls of nature, and — | 
the other is unwilling to eo with him. | 

Their ufual food on board was horfe-beans, rice 

P. 51g, and yams, with a little palm-oil and pepper. They f 
often refufed to eat, efpecially beans, when they were 
corrected with a cat o’nine tails, He has known their | 
refuial to eat attributed to fullennets, when owing to 
ficknefs, particularly one man who was corrected | 
moderately for not eating, and was found dead next 
morning, a 

They were made after meals to jump on beating a 
drum. ‘This is called dancing. When, they refuted, 
they were compelled by the cat, 


2 


{ 
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Often heard them cry out below for want of air. 1790. 
Between decks is fo hot, that often after being below Part IT 


eo 


_ a few minutes, his fhirt was fo wetted by perfpiration, —~— 
_ that he could have wrung it. 


Their veffel was about 180 tons by regifter. They 


_ purchafed firft voyage about 270 flaves: the fecond 
voyage 280. Inthe firft voyage they loft he thinks 
205 but having been ill, was obliged to give up his 


journal; inthe 2d, exaétly 90. Inthe Weft-Indies he P, 520, 
found the lofs of flaves to be very confiderable on 

board many fhips: Knew fome bury half their cargo, 
fome a quarter, and fome a third; it was very 
uncommon to find fhips without fome lofs of their 
flaves. ‘They loft 10 feamen the firft voyage out of 


233 and the fecond voyage 9 out of 30, He kept 


j ajournal, fo that the facts were mentioned as they 
| happened. | 


-_ The Venus failed with them both voyages, belong- 
ing to the fame owners; they kept company to the 
river Del Rey the firft voyage, where they flaved; 


}that fhip buried in that voyage +8 feamen out of 30. 
q The fecond voyage they kept company to the river 


Calabar, where they both flaved, and in that voyage 
her lofs exceeded their’s in proportion to her crew ; 


} but cannot fpeak exactly. 


In his 2d voyage they fpoke to the York, Adams, 


jon the windward coaft; fhe had been 10 months from 
| Liverpool, had loft 51 of her people including 6 
| mates, out of 75 men. He relates this, from a remark 


made in his journal on the day they fpoke to the But 


York. 


In May 1788, two fhips arrived in the Weft. Indies 


from Africa, called the Hornet and Benfon; they 


anchored clofe to his fhip. He went on board the 


Hornet, and was told they had loft 11 men out of 
353 when the Benfon came to anchor, he was in his 
pwn fhip, and could only fee 2 whites handing the 
Jails, the reft were black boys, flaves. 
| Dd 
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The crews of the African fhips when they arrived 


ie tate | Part II. in the Weft-Indies; were generally (he did not know 
he “-~—’ a fingle inftance to the ¢ontrary) in a fickly, debili- 


tated ftate; the feamen who were difcharged or de+ 
ferted from thofe fhips in the Weft-Indies, were the 
moft miferable objects he ever met with. He often 
faw them with their toes rotted off, their legs fwelled 
to the fize of their thighs, and ulcerated all over; 
fuch was their ftate, that however inclined to relieve 
them, by taking them into their fhips, they were | 
deterred by not having furgeons on board to give | 
them the neceffary affiftance; he faw them on the 
wharfs in Antigua, Barbadoes and Jamaica (efpecially | 
the two laft) laying under the cranes and balconies | 
expiring, and fome dead. He faw laft July a dead | 


P. 522. feamen laying on the wharf in Bridge Town, Bar- 


badoes, who had been Janded out of an African fhip. | 

Never fhipped an African feamen in any voyage he 
made to the Weft-Indies. He commanded a Weft- | 
Indiaman 10 years, made 10 voyages, and never | 
loft but one feaman, and that was through intem- | 
perance. Believes the African trade to be deftructive- 
to feamen, and beyond all comparifon with any trade 4 
he knows; believes they are in general treated with — 
great barbarity in the flave fhips; and does not know ~ 
of their being ill-treated.in any other fervice. y 

On the windward coaft he had feen rice, ivory, 
and Malaguetta pepper, plantanes, bananas, yams, — 
and many tropical fruits; alfo on the leeward coaft, 
palm oil, ivory, bar wood, and moft tropical fruits,” 
and has feen very fine fugar canes brought on board 


ea st ise P. 523+ the fhips. Has feen traders and canoe men fmoaking- 


tobacco of their own growth. The African rice 
was confidered in the fhip he failed in much heartier 
food than the Caroline rice; they put two crues of » 
water, to one crue of Caroline rice; and three crues 
of water, to one crue of the Afrcian rice. Hasbeen | 
at South Carolina, but never faw rice growing; but © 
informed upon enquiry that it grew in fwamps; oe 
cer} 


off by the fhips and boats touching there. 
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feen rice grow in Africa, ina dry foil: has bought it 1790. 
on the windward coaft from the natives, who brought Part II. 
it on board in {mall canoes, (often with only one “~—~* 
man) had been often on fhore buying it in the fhip’s © 
boats, and he does not recollect ever lofing any 
from the furf. : 
Has feen the furf at Dominique and St. Kitt’s, full 
as high as he ever faw it on the windward coaft. On 
the leeward coaft, he was in the rivers were there was 
no furf. 
The Europeans who trade for flaves in the bight of P. 524. 
Benin, buy great quantities of yams and eddoes from 
the people of Fernandipo, where he had often been 
from Del Rey and Calabar to buy yams, and always 
found them very ready to trade. ‘The fhips from 
Old Calabar, Del Rey and the Cameroons, he believes 
all fend thither: has been 7 miles in the inland part 
of Fernandipo, and the yam and the eddoe plan- 
tations he always found in the higheft order, and 
much more fo than thofe of Calabar. The yams were 
much better than any he ever faw in the Weft-Indies. 
There is no flave trade carried on by the natives p. 525. 
in Fernandipo, but fome of them have been taken 


At Calabar and Del Rey the only people that he 
heard called flaves, were the canoe boys: has always 
feen the flaves treated there with great kindnefs and 
familiarity ; fo much fo as to be fometimes difficult to 
diftinguifh mafter from flave. 

He believes negroes to be as ingenious as Euro- 
peans, under the fame difadvantages, and as capable 
of all the virtues: he never faw them particularly 
indolent, when there was an opportunity of working 
to advantage. . 

_ He quitted the flave trade from conviction, that 
it was perfectly illegal, and founded in blood. He 
could often have had a fhip in that fervice, which was 
then very lucrative for the mafters: was fecond mate P. 326. 


when aged 22, 
Dd2 Was 


212 W. Invizs, j. A. Haru, 


hee | 1790. Was often on fhore on the windward coaft in the. 
i Part Il. river Calabar, not often at Del Rey. Was very 
Be ie t~~—’ often on fhore at Calabar, fometimes 3 or 4 times a 
ES sa day to bring on board faves, palm oil, and other 
ee articles. Quitted the trade from confcientious prin- 


1 a ciples, and not to receive a legacy in the Welt Indies, ' 
egal a (4 Was firlt offered the command of an African fhip in } 
Bee ee P. 527. Antigua, by Mr, Faylor in 1782; and from Mr. 
Hepat | Cox in 1781 and 1782, . | 
pe a P. 528. He faw at Calabar in the poficfiion of the king’s 
ae. two brothers, their depofitions taken at Briftol ; and 
aa ae Se of William Floyd, who was mate of one of the fhips 
Dee ested et when the tranfaction happened; he took no copy. The 
Berean ai | names of fome of the fhips there (i.e. '767)at Calabar, 
bh ee were the Duke of York, Beaven, of Liverpool; the 
Ky Ree Vian Edgar, Lace, of Liverpool; the Indian Queen, | 
Bie i i Lewis, of Briftol; the Nancy, Maxwell, of Briftol; [ 
Paes the Canterbury, Sparks, of London. Was told 

a above 400 people from the eld town came on board 
L cH P, 530, the fhips, and moft of them remained all night. Hag 
i RS | faid before the privy council that the Englifth were 
aye iat | as well received after the tranfaCtion, alludingtothe | 
a time he went thither, | a | 


Were Believes it not general in Guineamen to put the, 
Mish firft 8 or 10 negroes in irons; but after that, every 
ee. ei man is put in irons when he comes on board, and | 
fo continued, unlefs in ficknefs, till they reached the 
Welt Indies. It was fo in his fhip, | 
Believes the boats he faw going from Calabar Ce | 

which many then were armed) went to trade. | 
Was tcld by Capt. Jeremiah Smith, that the. 
voyage before, he (Capt. Hall) was with his brother, 
(which was in 1772) a Capt. Fox had taken off fome 
people from the windward coatt. i 
+: 532. Never knew a fhip fail away without giving notice, 
Believes the calamity of the feamen, mentioned in __| 
page 521, proceeded in general from the fcurvy, 
oftener to be found in African fhips than in any 
ethers; having never feena man, in any fhip that he 


had 
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had failed in, with the {curvy in a great degree. AS 1790. 
- to having feen people in Barbadoes, with that cala- Part IT. 
_ mity, that had not been in African fhips, has feen uy 


eople labouring under the black fcurvy.. Does not 
ake whether the fcurvy. produces the effect men- 
tioned on the toes and legs, but believes it does. 
When on the windward coaft they were two fhips 
in company both voyages, and procured as much 
rice in addition to what they had, as they wanted. 
Has feen fields of rice. The moft diftant plantation 
from the fea he has feen, was from 3 to 4 miles: 
the rice was carried to the fhips in bafkets on perfons 
heads: does not know whether he could have got 


rice to load afhip of 200 tons. Saw but little ivory p, 534, 


on the windward coaft, which was brought on board 
in canoes; believes on the leeward coaft they might 
have bought about 3 tons of ivory in each voyage. 

Has known a little bread given now and then-to 
the fick; procured at the ifland of Annabona fome 
cocoa-nuts and. caffada flour, of which occafionally 
gave the flaves a little, —and the fick flaves fome- 
times had a dram in the morning—confined his 
an{wers to his own fhip. 

Suppofes the armed canoes, feen in Del Rey river, 
were equipped for the protection of thofe on board 
them, and their goods ; but believes they would take 
any opportunities that might offer of teizing and 
carrying off any perfons whom they might be able 
to furprize, page 558. | 

At Calabar and Del Rey the flaves were always 


bought by the captain’s ; on the windward coalt, they P, 


are in a great meafure bought in boats by the mates. 

Thinks many flaves are killed, and of courfe that 
it is a bloody trade, founded his opinion on having 
heard fome traders fay the flaves were taken in war; 
and from fome of them in the W. Indies haying told 


him they were kidnapt. Said before the privy council P. 537. 


he did not believe wars were entered into on the fea- 
coalt, to make flaves. 
Heard 
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1790. Heard that captains Fidler and Doyle, of Livers 
Part IL. pool, in 1775, were poifoned ; but believes by the 
“~~ New Town people. His fhip lay abreaft of the 
ee ean yi Old Town, the people of which always behaved 
Pipa bea. P. 339° very well to his fhip. Heard that the natives on 
a ae the windward coaft detained the officers of fhips 
ae iteasay! 4! a-fhore, and extorted eoods for their releafe, but 
ee never faw one inftance. Heard that they atsemptd 
Le to feize and boarded his majefty’s fhip Chefterfieid, 
benaa a capt. Barton, off cape Palmas. Has heard, but 
(esa does not know, that they attacked trading fhallops 
tee and boats, murdered the crew, and plundered the 
goods on board them: and fuch aétions may In 
jome inftances be the probable caufe of the caution 
Mi atl itated, when they came on board our fhips. Brings 
i ea a P, 540, the journal of his fecond voyage. The evidence of 


gy his firft voyage was from memory, having loft his 

bee journal, | 
Pe Continued fecond mate till the fhip arrived at 

Pa Dominique, and came home chief mate; the fecond 


Be ay ii voyage he was fecond mate, and came home chief 
eh th P, sar, mate from Jamaica. His duty, as fecond mate, was 
aati in the hold, when provifions and watér were to be 

i el it ferved, or goods wanted for trade; on every other 
od | occafion he deemed his duty on deck and in the 
Acie il boats neceflary. Jn the middle paffage to ferve out 
et provilions and attend on the quarter deck and round- 
Meee i) houle when the flaves were inefling. The neceffary 
ie ie duty confiits in overhauling the rigging, going on 
Ta ane fhore according to the captain’s directions, and any 
aaa) ae other requifite duty. When fent a-fhore it was hig 
ea duty to bring on board fire-wood, and any thing elfe 
Be that was wanted. Had been fent to Fernandipo as 

ie ge officer of the boat to buy yams and eddoes. Never _ 
bought flaves, ir not being the mate’s duty, but the 

P. 542. captain’s, at Del Rey and Calabar. Never flept on 
shore in Africa. Was never abfent from the {hip 
more than 8 or 9 days ata time, when he trufted 
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himfelf with the natives; and gained his information 1790. 
relating to the flave trade from the traders, who all Part If. 
fpeak Englifh. neat 
On the different parts of the windward coaft, P. 543- 
whe he had been, he landed with equal fafety as at 
St. Kitt’s and Dominique. The furf does fometimes 
run very high on the windward coaft, and the fea, in 
fome places, breaks at fome diftance from the fhores 
but he always went on fhore without meeting with 
any accident to the people or boat; and was there, 
he thinks, from 16 days to 3 weeks each voyage; 
not in the rainy feafon. He anchored at a diltance, 
and went on fhore in a fmall boat on account of the 
furf. Had they had any bulky articles to take into 
the large boat they could have effected it in the fame 
manner as at Dominique and St. Kitts, which is by 
anchoring near the fhore, and having 2 fkids from p 544 
the boats ftern to the fhore, which is the way of “°"" 
taking off fugars where there is a furf. Where they 
were on the windward coaft they could not have 
landed always, but believes they could have landed 
as often as not; and they obferve the fame precau- 
tions in landing at St. Kitt’s and Dominique as upon 
the windward coaft. At Dominique he has been in 
Rofeau bay; and at St. Kic’s Baffeterre. Thefe 
ports are at the leeward of the ifland, but he had 
frequently known the fea breeze blow very {trong 
in both thefe ports, fo as to do mifchief, and make 
landing difficult. The trade wind generally blows P. 545s 
from E.N.E to E.S.&. and continues from April to 
July, at times in each of thole months, When 
goods were to be fhipped on the windward coa{t he 
never anchored in the large beat above 50 fathoms 
off fhore; and ufed the fame precautioas at Domi- 
nique, about 30 feet diftance, becaufe he had bulky 3 
articles to take in, Saw the fame precautions uled P, 546. 
at St. Kitt’s, and could have gone as near betweeg 
cape Mefurado and cape Three Points. 
| | The 
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1790. The ivory bought on the windward coaft, was alf 
Part II. fall; he bought each voyage about 5 tons of 
ve rice on the windward coaft, which was got in from 

16 days to about 3 weeks. Another hj yin 
company both voyages, bought about as much. 

The rice is fometimes wet with falt water, when 
brought in the little canoe. Believes oftner dry, 

P. 547. It is reddith, and is a very hearty food, 3 

Thinks exercife neceflary for the flaves health, 
in the middle paffage. , 

Fe never knew the flaves complain of being cold 
in the fhip he belonged to, which had grating, but 
no alr-ports. Has often met with African thips 
without air-ports, but fince he left the trade has 

_feen more with air-ports coming to the Weft-Indies 

than without. 
: Moft of thofe who died on board the Neptune | 
were able feamen, had no landfinen on board it} 
On€ voyage, but the cooper, armourer, and car- 
penter’s mate; and never an apprentice, but 2 — | 
boys each voyage. Thinks the Venus lod all her | 
P. 549. ; 7 | 
officers the firft voyage, except the chief mate and — 
Captain, At Annabona fome cocoa nuts and caf? \h 
{ada flour were all the refrefhments they gor. He a: 
faw fome live ftock, plantains and bananas brought 
along-fide his thip; the captain bought fome of — : 
them for the cabin, but the fick flaves had no 
refrefhments of that fort. In that voyage they |: 


had a dyfentery, fo that the Captain was afraid to . 
give them plantaines and bananas; and they had) 
no room on deck for fowl-coops, nor any where, © 1 
Except in one of the fmall boats, coops might | 
have been lafhed on the fhip’s quarters, but were 
not. 
P.550. Wes very high land at Fernandipo, and much 
rain falls there in the rainy fea. The yams are 
much better than at Calabar, he thinks from the | 
difference of the foil, and the people of Fernan- | 
dipo, not having any flave trade, give all their 
attention to cultivation, At 
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At Fernandipo in his 2d voyage, a boat of the 1790. 


Venus, Smith, which had been foe there for yams Part Ls 


from Calabar, enticed a canoe to come alon of Ade barry 
with about 10 men in her; as foon as fhe got 


very near, the men fired into her from the thip’s 


boat, on which they jumped over-board ; fome of 


them were wotinded, one was taken out of the 


water, and died in lef than an hour in the boat; 2 


ethers were taken up unhurt, and carried to Cae 
_bar tothe fhip. Captain Smith was angry at the 
officer, and fent another officer in the boat to land 


the two menin the bay. whence they were taken, 
Immediately after the boat had brougl it off thefe 
two perions, the witnefs went into the bay in their, 


| ewn long boat, and fending on fhore two men to 
fill: water, they were furrounded by the natives, 
_who drove three fpears into one of the men, At 
| wounded the other with a large ftick, in confe- 
_ quence of taking away the two men juft men- 
) tioned. Knows of no other inftance. I[t was faid P. 55% 
they had difputed with the people on fhore when 


trading with them for yams, but they had noc done 
any of the boat’s crew any any | 

Never was more than 2 miles ftom ‘the fhip, 
except in the long boat to Farnandipo. When he 
{poke of 15 leagues up the river, faid the fhip lay 
at anchor thereabouts, | 

He never faw any flaves in the country of Del 
Rey and Calabar, except the women and cance- 
men. Firft entered into the Weft-India trade, as P. 552. 
commander of a veflel from London in 1780; be- 
tween 1777 and 1780, was on board the Tartar 
privateer. As tothe property acquired on board a 
private fhip of war being a traffic tounded in blood, 
does not think himfelt competent to fpeak to it. 
The Tartar carried 34 ae at ae , he was Art 
lieutenant. 

Knows the furf to be lefs at Wocdbridge’s bay, P. 544. 
than at Rofeau, and has heard that to be the general 
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place where all Guineamen jn particular bring u 
- on their arrival, and where they take on board their 
homeward-bound cargo. The large boats come to 


anchor at fome diftance from the fhore at Baffeterre, | 


* St. Kitt’s, which is Open to the fouth. Has not 


feen much fugar taken off from St. Kitt’s, Docs 
not know Half-moon bay. 

Is not competent to {peak of the treatment of the 
flaves in Welt-Indies: withes to decline it: has often 
heard that the furf at Baffeterre is often fo high as 
to prevent the boats from taking off fugar for days 
together. 


When he faw the Benfon in the Welt-Indies, he 
heard that the had loft 31 perfons. 


Flas feen the flaves in Africa eating with their 
matters, 

Difputes were the caufes he generally heard affigned 
for the natives of Affica detaining the officers and 
crews of fhips’ boats, and requiring a ranfom and 
retaliation, 

Rutter told him, that the king of the Old Town 
gave his daughter for a wife to the chief trader of the 
New Town, but the two king’s brothers faid the was 
a favorite woman. 

Capt. Smith was particularly attentive to the fick 
failors and flaves. He remembered an inftance of a 
woman being bought, with her child about fix weeks 
old; the child was very crofs from ficknefs, and 
made much noife at night. The boatfwain withed 
much to throw it overboard, and folicited the Captain 
for permiffion to do it, alledging it would not live, 


and, if it did, would fetch nothing ; which requefts | 


the captain received with horror and deteftation. 

It was always neceffary for the perfon to have a cat 
who attended the flaves, in meffing, and taking their 
exercife ; they fometimes received a few ftrokes when 
they refufed: he attended by the captain’s order, but 
ufed the cat at his difcretion, 


Remembers 


( 


; 


all confined, and crowded between decks 
| during the voyage; (a few women excepted) when 


brought on board, a gloomy penfivenefs feemed to 
over caft their countenance, and continu 
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Remembers at Dominique they could not land with 
either of the fhip’s boats for 48 hours. 


One of the captains at Calabar did not combine 


with the people of New Calabar, to furprize the Old 


Town people; but knows not the Captain’s or fhip’s 
name. 


Knew a flave jump overboard in the river Del 
Rey, and another in Antigua, 


ERE LS ET a 


Witnefs examined 


Isaac Witson, 


Surgeon in his Majefty’s navy, made 1 voyage to 


Africa, in the Elizabeth of 370 tons, John Smith, from 


London, failed 10th May, 1788,and returned 6th Dec. 
1789, the crew and flaves were as well treated as In 
any other fhip; took on board 602 flaves, who were 


at night, 


ed in a great 
many. They loftin the voyage 166 flaves, of whom 
there were, in his opinion, two-thirds ; 


3 the primary 
caule of whofe death might be deemed melancholy ; 


i the fymptons of their diforders generally the fame, 
} and he does not recolle& ever to have cured any of 
| them: Another reafon for believing that their deaths 
might be afcribed to melancholy from their fituation 
| was, that fome taken ill, who had not the melancholy, 


took medicines with very good effect. He heard them 


fay, in their language, that they wifhed to die, and was 
‘told by captain Smith, the mortality of the flaves, was 
owing to their thinking fo much of their fituation. 


‘The flux prevailed in their fhip, which he conceived in 


a great meafure owing to the fame caufe, and to their 
retufing fuftenance, by which they became debilitated, 


but the flaves had no other very fatal diforder, Has 


_heard the flaves complain of heat ; the ill effeéts which 


Ee2 refulted 


219 
1790. 


Part If. 


Sa 


P. 562. 


. 563. 
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1790. refulted from this, and their confinement, was weak- 
Part II. nefs, and fainting; which he believed had been the | 
“~~ caufe of the death of flaves, having feen fome die a | 
few minutes after being brought up, which proceeded { 
from corrupted air, and heat, jointly. Has feen them |. 
go down apparently quite well at night, and found |} 
P. 564. dead in the morning They had an hofpital, but | 
the fick flaves lay on the bare planks, which by the 
motion of the veffel, often caufed excoriations from — 
the prominent parts of the body. The lof of men ; 
was greater than that cof women. ‘The men were _ 
generally kept in irons, the fickly excepted. Thinks | 
this trade could not be purfued fafely, if the men were a 
not in’ general in irons. ‘They attempted to rife on) 
them at Bonny; a few of them jumped over-board, 1 
and were picked up. The flaves on being brought _ 
on deck, are placed clofe to each other, and on each | 
of their irons there is a ring, through which a chain is 
rolled, and faftened with ring-bolts to the deck, by a 
hook, in which fituation they are compelled to dance? 
by the cat often. It is very common for the flaves to i 
refufe fuftenance; with fuch, gentle means are ufed, F, 
but if without fuccefs, the cat is generally applied: \ 
Slaves appeared much crowded below. He generally 
took off his fhoes before going down, and was very 
cautious how he walked, left he fhould tread on them. 
Three veffels belonging to the fame houfe as their’s,) 
failed to the coaft for flaves.—Elizabeth, Wallis, and. 
the Favourite, Bamfield, both of London; and the | 
Elizabeth, Marfhall. ‘The Elizabeth, Wallis, the firft) 
voyage bought about 450 flaves, and buried above 200 
before her arrival in the river Plate | 
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fhe arrived in the river Plate; andafter delivery of the 1790. 
cargoes of the 3 fhips, 220 flaves died by this diforder, Part IL. 
which he knows, by being appointed, with the Spanifh —~—_ 
furgeon, to take care of the negroes on fhore. His 

fhip’s company were 55 inall; of which they loft 18, P- 567. 
viz. 16 by ficknefs, and 2 drowned. Of the crew of 

| the Elizabeth, Marfhall, he was told by the furgeon, 

_ the mortality was 27, (a woman found means to get 
rope-yarn, the night preceding, which fhe tied to the 

head of the armourer’s vice, then in the woman’s 

room; dhe faftened it round her neck, and in the 
morning was found dead, whence it appeared, fhe muft 

have ufed great exertions to accomplifh her end. A 

young woman alfo hanged herfelf, by tying rope yarn ~ 

to a batten, near her ufual fleeping place, and flipping 

off the platform; the next morning fhe was found 

| warm, and he ufed the proper means for her recovery, 

- but in vain. Among many cafes where force was 

_ neceffary to oblige the flaves to take food, he would 
relate that of a young man, who, he conceived, - 
ftarved himfelf; he had not been very lone on board 
before he perceived him get thin; they found he had 
not taken his food, and refufed taking any; mild 
means were ufed to divert him from his refolution ; 
they endeavoured to make him underftand that he 
fhould have any thing he wifhed for; but he full 
refufed to eat; they then ufed the cat with as little 
fuccefs; the always kept his teeth fo faft, that it was 
_ impoeflible to get any thing down; they endeavoured 
_ to introduce a /pecu/um oris,; but the points were too 
obtufe to enter; and next tried a bolus knife without 
effect. In-this ftate he was 4 or 5 days, when he 
was brought up as dead, to be thrown overboard ; 
but he, agreeable to his general expreis directions, 
was called and ufed endeavours to recover him, 
tho’ in vain; two days afterwards he was brought 
up in the fame ftate as before; he then feemed to 
wifh to get up, they aflifted him and brought him aft 
to the fire place, when in a feeble voige, in his own 
tongue 
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1790. tongue, he afked for water, 
Part II. and he drank ; they began to i 
“~~ him, but he again fhut his teeth as faft as ever, and | 
Tee) refolved to die, which on the gth day from his per- | 
i ee P. 569, ceivable refufal, he did: has known flaves jump 

Pie Overboard, he believes to drown 
eae ie relate two inftances in their own fh 
Ea ae off Annabona, a flave on the fick 
ae board, and was picked up by 
Ca fecond, when at fea; the ca 

ee dinner, heard the alarm of 4 
and perceived him making ev 


himfelf, by putting his head under Water, and lifting |, 
his hands up, and thus went down, as if exulting |, 

that he got away; the perfon picked up in the | 

Pt) aaa former inftance, died foon after: the thip is fitted 
Bey ied up in a way to prevent fuch attempts, by high | 
main deck and 


de apparently well, | 
- ae fhortly after looked melancholy; a certain wildnefs 


appeared in his countenance; he began to eat his | 
food voracioufly, and fometimes as if infenfible what, 


which was given him, | 
have hopes of diffuading | 


/ 
i 
VW 
| 
, 
a) 


themfeves ; could | 
ip; the firft, when 

lift, jumped over. | 
the natives; the 
ptain and officers, at | 
flave being Overboard, |, 
cry exertion to drown’ | 


| 


2 e ° 

It was, at other times refufed ir enurely; atlength — , 

1 he became noify, and called Out, *° armourer,” who 
he ae generally took the flaves out of irons 


when neceffary ; 
He he at length died infane. | 
Nae An inftance on board, induced him to believe 
Pee they were as affectionate as mot other people. At . 
Meade P. 679, Bonny, one of the people called Breeches, of the 
Ra tia ) higher clafs, was brought on board. He feemed to 
I ea | take his fituation to heart, and got ill; but from 
Giger ca indulgencies, which none of the reft had, he partly, 
ee recovered, When he was convalefcent, a young. 
a aa woman, was alfo brought on boa 
i sa be his fifter. On their firft meet 
filence, and looked at each othe 
the createft affection 3—they ruth 
ea arms—embraced—feparated the 
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again embraced. The witnefs perceived the tears to 1790. 
fun down the females cheeks. The man had a Part II. 
return of his former complaint, and his fifter attended =~” 


him with the greateft care: the firft thing fhe did of 
a morning, was to come to the witnefs, and afk how 
her brother did.—-He at length died—on the news 
of which, the fifter wept bitterly, tore her hair, and 
fhewed other figns of diftraction. They carried her 
fafe to South America, and there delivered her. 
They generally found more females than males 
for fale on the coaft, and the males he believed fold 
at the higheft price. There were 80 flaves fick and 
on recovery, when they arrived in the river Plate. 
He quitted the trade becaufe it did not perfeétly 


} coincide with his ideas, and being obliged to ufe 
_ means for the prefervation of the cargo contrary to 
his feelings, which was the frequent ufe of the cat Pp. 571. 


to oblige them to take their food; and even in the 
act of chaftifement he has feen the faves look up at 
him with a fmile, and, in their own language, fay, 


© prefently we fhall be no more.” There never was 
aman of greater feelinesruof more humanity, or who 


paid more attention tc) t heefervation of the flaves 


| for the fake of his emp \loybjli&c. than the capt. of 


their fhip. He never al.\Qsed any one to chaftife the 
flaves except himfelf and the furgeon. Has been 


told by the furgeon of the Elizabeth, Marfhall, thae 


while they lay at the ifland of St. Thomas, the Hero, 


Withers, was there, and had loft 159 flaves of the 
| {mall pox. In the river Bonny he was on board a 
| Spanith veffel, under American colours, the St. An- 
} tonio. The captain had buried the furgeon, and all 
the officers (the boatfwain excepted) and mott of the 
crew, he himfelf was taken ill, and begged the wit- 
—fefs might attend him. He did fo, but he died going 
over the bar; by which means a Spanith gentleman 
_(lupercargo of their fhip) went down to.this veftel : 


finding Spanifh papers on board, he put officers in 
her from their veffel, and the two others which were 
there 
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1790. there in the fame employ. Before the death of cape, | 
Part I]. Daniel, of the St. Antonio, he told the witnefs he | 
teem Came from Carthagena in North America, went into | 
fome port in Ho!land with the cargo, got goods there | 
to buy flaves in Africa, and Carry them to Cartha- | 
gena or fome other Spanifh fettlement This infor- | 
bal eee mation he defired him to give the Spanith gentleman, | 
eee a Believes, for her fize, the faid Spanith veffel fuf- 
Re ey fered more lofs than any Englifh veifel he ever knew. 
Bae They bought the flaves at Bonny, which being |. 
Pei Wn an ifland, he believes they were brought from’ the |, 
ae inland country. Had three in the Elizabeth in the | 
|) Weigh) a P. 574..medical line. He was head {urgeon ; ‘is 25 years of | 
en Mal 4) age. : ae 
yt aa Never took any on board, but what were. appa- 
ea rently in good health; and believes two or more 


~ 


Beat males died. to one female. The flaves. oft com= | 
arene Va | _ plained of heat, and he was induced to believe they | 
Bee | ay were diflatished with their fituation, from. their 

| Le refufing food and endeavouring to kill themfelves. | 
Riga ck Pp Recollects fomething af .the fhip being very near | 
1 a + 97 IG ede ‘going op”*¥ harbour; believes they 
1 Were one day in thar’ “ation, and the men flaves | 
ea were kept below, butt women were on deck at , 
een intervals he believes, and that their health was vifibly _ 
ie Pe aa affected, while they were kept below by the diftrefs ) 
ea DAE of the fhip. Believes fixed melancholy to be one 


caule of the lofs of flaves; the lymptoms, lownefs of 
{pirits and defpondency : refufing nourifhment en- 
Re creafes them, the ftomach gets weak, fluxes enfué, — 
ea and, from debilitated ftate, foon carry them off, 

Hil wet The thip hoifted Spanith colours after they left 

ae: | Africa, and were fomeway to the fouth of the line. 

He underftood Mefirs. Firmin de Taftet and Co. 
a were the owners, and believes they were Britith fub- 
Bee jects. The thip came home under Englith colours, | 
Bees kh which he believes were hoifted fhortly after they left 
Pat P. 577. the river Plate. Believes the two fhips in company | 

with them were bound to Cadiz, After it was fet- 


tled 
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tled that he fhould go with capt. Smith, he under- 1790. 
ftood they were to fail to Africa to take in flaves, Part I. 


and deliver them to commiffioners of the Philippine 
Company of Spain at Montevided on the river Plate. 
They had a Spanith fupercargo, furgeon, boatf{wain, 
and mate in their fhip. The flaves attempting to 
rife, was a reafon for keeping a ftricter guard over 
them than they otherwife fhould have done. Their 
fhip had proper gratings and air-ports, though the 
negroes complained of heat. He alfo heard the 
negroes complain of cold, and defire the air- ports to 
be fhut, when they got near the mouth of the river 
Plate. They fometimes ftationed a white man at 
night in the men’s room. 
cholic habit afcribed by medical men as a caufe of 
dyfentery. Believes the melancholy of the flaves was 
the reafon of their not eating,«they became weak, 
and incapable of digefting their food; the confe- 
quences were belly-ach, and a dyfentery generally 
enfued. Debility is often the caufe of indigeftion. 
This is his opinion. Melancholy or grief has been 
held by phyficians to produce a coftive habit. The 
dyfentery in their fhip, he believes, was in fome 
meafure contagious. Debility of ftomach increafes 
the melanch bly : are obliged to give medicines, which 
their weak {tate is fearcely able to bear. Melancholy, 
therefore, the remote caufe of dyfentery. 


Arrica. - Witnefs ext. ALEx FALCONBRIDGE 


Is a Surgeon, has been four voyages to Africa, in 

3 of them to Welt Indies, from 1780 or 1784 to 
1787, firftin the Tartar, Frazer, fecond and fourth 

‘Emilia, Frazer, third Alexander, Mc Taggart, 
was taken in firfk voyage at C Mount, in the 


_ ad went to windward and Grain Coaft, in 3d and 


4th to Bight of Benin, fuppofes Slave Trade chiefly 
se ad 4 7 fupplied 


Has not heard melan- P- 579 


P. o8f. 


P. 582, 
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1790. fupplied by kidnapping and crimes; believes fo} 
Part II. becaufe on fecond voyage at C. Mount, a man was! 
Sy brought on board well known to Frazer and his| 
| can officers, by name of Cape Mount-Jack, then {poke | 
ees aha a little Enelith, was very tractable and learned } 
eee more, He faid he was invited one evening to | 
Annes 4 drink with his neighbours. .When about to de- | 
CS a part, two of them got up to feize him ; would have 
Py ae e{caped, but was {topped by a large dog ; faid this | 
Pic Ae a was @ common praétice in his country; told his | 
a i ‘tory often, (607) never varied, From his beha- | 
AA viour thinks his veracity might be relied on; was 
ae entrufted by witnefs with various articles, of which 
1 eG he loft none, alfo by the failors. Has feen fevera] 
ee al “dogs, large enough to hold a man at Cape 
aioe he Mount, on Windward Coaft. Tucker has 3 or 2 
Pie ey hey maftiffs. Africans there will] always give a good 
1 ee Price fer fuch dog’s ; (606) has feen many Fall 
HIN aa a: kit 7 ones at Bonny not large enough to hold a man: 
ha (ibid) was told by Cape-Mount-Jack this wasa_. 
SS common practice. (607) 

P. 582 h7stntiod voyage at Bonny, a woman was brought 

ee on board big with childs afked her by the inter- 

NVR hota preter how fhe came to be fold; {aid that return= 

| ing from 4 vifit was feized, paffed through feveral 

hands before brought on board. Same voyage an_ | 

elderly man brought on board faid, (thro’ inter- 

preter) that he. and his fon planting yams were 

feized by profeffed kidnappers, by which he means 

perfons who make kidnapping their conftant 
practice.(604) (605) 

i © On lat voyage at Bonny, faw a canoe came 

eae “tl ; along fide belonging to Blundell Foubre, a trader; 

ae {aw no flaves in the canoe > two traderson board 

a ie handed up a fine ftout fellow, defired he might be 

a a put in irons, which was directly done, and he was 

| Tea paid for: witnefs enquiring why he was fold, hewie | 

ne faid that he came to Bonny to the Trader’s houle, aay | 

A a who atked if he had ever teen a fhip? replying 
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country: thinks he can de 
| of thefe inftances. | 
had any intereft in mifreprefentation. Does not 
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no; the Trader faid he would treat him with 
fight, and he was fold ; w 


ed when brought on deck. Cannot tell whether 
Frazer knew the man was thus trepanned, but he 
was paid for on board the fhip. (625) 

Capt. Gould of the Alert, told witnefs he had 
taken a man from littleC. Mount. He was turned 
out of the brig Alert, perhaps for this. 

On laft voyage landing fome flaves at Grenada, 


| one, when on fhore, converfed with a Black called 
_ Liverpool, captain of a floop. Witnefs afking the 
 fubje@ of converfation, he faid the flave knew his 
parents in Africa, and told him that being con- 
cerned in kidnapping fome neighbours, their 
friends had kidnapped him, or caufed it to be 


done, faid this was a common practice in his 
pend on the authenticity 
Neither the flaves nor himfelf 


immediately recolleé&t any others within his own 


knowledge; has heard an hundred other ac- 
counts. 


In the fecond voyage, two black traders came 


the 1790. 
as induced to be the more Part II. 
curious about this man, from his appearing amaz- teyaw 


In acanoe, and informed the Captain there was 
trade a little lower down. The Captain went there 
and finding no trade, faid he would not be made. 
a fool, and detained one of the canoe-men. In 
about two hours a very fine man was brought on 
board and fold, and the canoe-man was releafed, 
Was informed by a Black pilot that this man had 
committed no crime, but was furrounded and feized 
on the beech, and brought on board, | 
_ Is induced to think the people on the Grain 
oaft are fometimes carried off by the Europeans. 
They thew great fufpicion when in fhips, always 
tand as near the gangway as they can, and on the 


eat alarm Jump overboard, 
we F f 2 Thinks 


a 
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oh 
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1790. Thinks crimes are falfely imputed for the fake | 
PartII. of felling the accufed. On the 2d voyage at R. |i 
W—— Ambris, among the flaves brought on-board was } 


aie ae: P. 585. one who had the craw-craw, a kind of itch. Was 
ee) told by one of the failors, that this map was fifhing 
bare elea ts py in the river, a king’s officer called Mambooka, 
age it wanted brandy and other goods in the boat, but 
age | having no flave to buy them with, accufed this 


man with extortion in the fale of his fith, and after 
ts fome kind of trial on the beach, condemned him 
De ee to be fold. Was told this by the boat’s crew who 
Waeedaet tic were afhore when it happened, who told it as of 
their own knowledge, (618 ) 


e In laft voyage was affured by the Rev. Mr. 
7h ae Philip Quackoo, chaplain to C, Egaitcaute, the | 
Bey! en greateft number of flaves were made by kid- | 
erie napping. ) , | | q 
, Has heard that the great men drefs up and em, — 
Bei) ploy women to entice young men, that they may — 
Be cia be convicted of adultery and fold. | | 
Pea - Children were brought to the veffel. to be fold _ 
ee ‘almoft every day. Never recolle&ts their parents ( 
he a coming with them, or relations known to be fuch. i 
ei be | Does not believe many flaves are prifoners of 
t hie a war, as we underftand the word war. In Atricam 
nt oe no a piratical expedition for making flaves 1s termed — | 
Pe a war. Blundell Foubres before - mentioned, at 
PP aaah te al P. 586. ; : f P| 7 ran | 
i ata nce: Bonny faid white men went to war like fools when — 
ie | it, they knew their enemies were prepared. They 
ee esta | cea" went in the night, fet fire to the town, and caught _ 
Dy ev the people as they fled from the flames, This 
a et: | Trader {aid this pra€tice was very common.608 ~ 


Does not recolle&t ever feeing a flave with q 
frefh wound, has feen their wrifts and arms exco- 
tiated by the country ropes they were tied with. 

Has never heard of flaves being bred in Africa 
ee for fale. ep) 

ee Believes violent means are ufed by Europeans to 
ea | force trade for flaves. Heard the arta 3 : 

ANT rue. 
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Briftol thip fay at Bonny when his traders were 1790. 
flack, he fired a gun into or over the town, to Part II. 
I frefhen their way. Capt. Vickers told this to him ~~. 


and other people of the fhip. Has feen no inftance 
| of it himfelf (609) : 

Few guns kept in Africa for fhew; has feen 
| great numbers lying in a heap with other goods ; 
always underftood they were for trade, particularly 
at Bonny. Many black people faid thefe ordinary 
trade guns kill more out of the bute than the 


muzzle. 


Five to ten flaves, more or lefs generally bought P. 587. 


every day, greate(t mumbets come from fairs. 
Large canoes, fome having a 3 or4 pounder lafhed 
on their bows, go to the up-countly, in 8 or 10 
days return with great numbers of flaves ; heard 
once to the amount of 1200. The fhip that has 
been longeft in the river has firtt choice, and gene- 
rally fails ina few days. People in thefe canoes 
have generally curlaffes ; a quantity of mufquets is 
always inthe canoes, cannot tell for what ufe. 
Slaves examined generally by the furgeon. All 


he has feen appear dejected when brought on board. P. 588. 


Some are fo the whole voyage, others till they die. 
Las known feveral refufe fuftenance with a defign 
to ftarve themfelves; compulfion ufed in every 
fhip he has been in to induce flaves to take their 
food, Has known many inftances of their refufing 
to take medicines when fick, becaufe they wifh to 
die. A womanon board the Alexander, was de- 
jected, taken ill of a dyfentery, and refufed both 
food and medicine. Being afked by the interpreter 
what fhe wanted, fhe replied, nothing but to die— 
sa fhe did die, Many other flaves expreffed the 
ames - | 
Agreat miftake in his evidence before the Privy 


r 


Council refpecting the tonnage of the fhip he fail’d 
in, being there ftared twice the real fize, were as 


neatas he tan guefs, from 209 $0 ago sons. On 
i ‘ | fecond 
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1790. fecond voyage purchafed about 300 ‘faves, and 
PartIl. loft between 30° and 40. In the 


Alexander, pur- | 
poo chafed 380, lof 1o5: In lat voyage, purchafed, 
P. 589. about 420, and loft | 


molt of the room and wedged 
Foom as 4 man in his coffin either in| 

length or breadth impoffible for 
fhift with any degree of eafe, had 
£0 from one fide of their rooms ¢ 
took off his thoes, but could no | 
them; has the marks on his feet where they bit and , 
fcratched him. In ever 
was full they complained of heat a 
Confinement in this fituation fo j 
known them go down 
night and found dead 


often occafion to | 


and abdomen healthy, con- 
fh air; thinks It 
apoplexy, bur | 
this inftance. ( 610) 


The furgeon Boes below the firit thin 
morning, was never among t 
his fhirt was wet as if 
ander coming out of B 
bar, was detained ther 
{well and heavy rain , 


hem ro minutes, but 


= every ‘ 
dipt in water, 


he Alexs - 


more than 20 had fainted or 


k, 2 or 3 died, and moft of 
the rett, before they reached th 


€s, and made fo ill that could | 
nor Sct up. without help, was taken of a dyfentery 
doing duty the ref of the 
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* A place in every fhip for fick flaves, no accom- 1790, 
modations for them, lie on the bare planks, has Part IL. 
een frequently the prominent part of the bones of tyne 
the emaciated about fhoulder blade and knees, 
sare. If plaitter or bandage applied theyigene- 
tally remove them. — 
| Moff prevalent diforders in Negro-fhips are 
vevers and dyfenteries ; confequences of numbers 
being ill of the latter extremely noxious; cannot 
ronceive any fituation fo dreadful and difgutting. 
jn the Alexander, deck was covered with blood 
ind mucus, refembled a ilaughter - houfe; the 
tench and foul air were intolerable, from being 
jown a {hort time in the Alexander is perfwaded 

L night’s confinement in that firuation would have 
hebrayed him (630) thinks as the tradefmen ftand 
‘nany of thefe inconveniencies canno: be prevented. 
_ Never could recover a flave from a bad dyfen- 
ery, thinks it cannot be done while the caufe re- 
mains, has known fome few flaves recover who P. 59 te 
cemed not to reflect much on. their fituation. 
Applies this obfervation to thip-board (625) prin- 
ripal caufes, a difeafed mind, fudden tranfitions 
rom heat to cold, a putrid atmofphe re, wallowing 
n their own excrement. and being ihackled toge- 
her; men die in twice the number of women, who 
re not fhackled, believes no man would attempt 
Jo carry them without fhackling. Slaves fhackled 
ogether frequently quarrel; believes in all flave 
hips: In each appartment are 3 or 4 tubs, flaves , 
t a diftance find it difhcult to get over other 
jlaves to them; fometimes if one wants, his com- 
anion retules to go; if relaxed, one exonerates, 
vhile difputing over their neighbours, this caufes 
rreat difturbance. In the Ales >xander, has knowa 
or 3 inftances of a dead and living flave found in 
he morning fhackled together. 
— On lat voyage purchafed. 18 male negroes, who 
vere part of a cargo which had rofe on the denis: 

© 


i790. killed all but 3.0r 4, run the fhip on fhore; moft} 
Partl. were taken. again. Has heard of infurrections ont 
“w~ board the Vulture of Liverpool, and the Wafp of| 
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Briftol. Ny 
- Slowe fhips are fitted up with a view to prevent| 
flaves jumping over-board, particularly’ at Bonny}, 
thefe precautions there neceflary, il 
Has known inftances of flaves jumping over. 
Board. In the Alexander one forced his way |. 
thro’ the netting when brought on board, and was | 
drowned or devoured by the fharks. Same voy- | 
ag*, near 20 jumped overboard out of the Enter4 || 
prize, Wilfon, as did a number out of a large | 
Frenchman ; remembers miffing:a fick man in the 
Alexander, whom he faw over-night, muft havé| 
‘got over-board: On laft voyage, a fine young) 
woman brought on board, cried continually, res 
fufed her food, and wafted much in 3 or 4 days, 
was fent oa fhore to Bonny for her recovery, foon, 
became chearful, but hearing fhe was to be fent 
again on board fhip, hung herfelf, as was informed — 
by Billy Frazer. (She had not the venereal dite 
eafe, would have known it if the had, 611) ¢ 
_ On firft voyage, faw at Bonny, on board the 
Emilia, a woman chained on deck, who the chief 
mate faid was mad. On fecond voyage, had 4 
woman on board whom they were forced to chaii i 
at certain times, ina lucid interval, was fold at 
Jamaica. Afcribes this infanity to their being 
torn from their connections and their country, 
~ While on the coaft, the irons of male flaves 
examined as they come up in the morning, + 
large chain is reeved through a ring on the fhac d 
kles of each, thro’ ringbolts on deck and locked. 
They are made to jump in their irons ; this 
called dancing by flave-dealers, has been often 


jump; had generally a catin his hand among the — 
i ‘4 
aie Blox bad sk yy “Women 3_ 
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among the men. 


ling up, flaves could be dif-engaged from fetters 
{> as to fwim on fhore; fays every man looks firit 
ito his own fafety. On fecond voyage, a fhip 
junder imperial colours, Capt. Bell, was blown-up 
off river Galenas. Was informed by people of 
‘Galenas and cape Mount, moft of men flaves 
were drowned ; had one woman on board their 
| fhip who had faved herfelf by fwimming, but 
) much burnt; believes others were faved: Was 
| informed the fhip was Englith. 

| Horfe-beans and rice principal food of flaves on 
“Windward and Gold Coaft, at Bonny one meal of 
ams a day, fometimes a little bread and beef. 


allowed a pint and 4 of water daily, on approaching 
the iflands as much as they chute; has frequently 
| known flaves call out for water in the night, owing 
to the heat of the rooms. | 

Has heard flaves fing on board, the fubjects 
~ always lamentations for lofs of country and friends. 
- -Had refufed flaves in every voyage, moft in the 
Alexander, 16 fold by auction, 1 or 2 4s low as 
5 dollars each ; was informed by fome of the 
purchafers that they all died before they failed. 

' The flaves in the Emilia and Alexander were 
fold by fcramble. The Emilia was darkened by 


fails, and covered round; men flaves placed on 


on fhore were informed by a. gun when fale was 
opened. A great number with cards or tallies in 
their hands, infcribed with their names, came on 
board and rufhed thro’ the barricado door with 
the ferocity of brutes ; fome had 3 or 4 handker- 
chiefs tied together to encircle thofe they thought 


fit for their purpofe. At Grenada the women 
‘ Gg were 


women; the chief mate had alfo, he believes,a cat 1790. 
| Parti. 


Being afked if in cafe of fhips ftriking or blow- uy 


|” In the firft part of middle paffage each flave is P. 595+ 


main deck, women on quarter deck. -Purchafers p, 596, 
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i 1799 were fo terrified that feveral got out of the yard 
PartII, and ran about the town as if mad. 
We t——~_—s In the fecond voyage, fawa {cramble on board 
Beep the Trial, Macdonald, 40 or 50 flaves leaped into 
Rate ae _ the fea, believes were all taken up again, F 
Were not divided in lots, but placed promifcu- 
Pea as oufly ; the purchafers put cards or tallies about the 
eS necks of thofe they chufe. The feparation of pa- 
ae rents from children, &c. very little attended to. 
ETA ie Frazer, however always advifed the planters never 
Payee i to part relations or friends. No precautions ufed 
EY een) in the fcramble to prevent it: flaves ufed to beg 
Pe ane that fuch a friend or relation might be bought and 
; fent with them. 
yO Has heard of a perfon’s refufing to purchafe a 
1 man’s wife, and was next day informed the man 
DN AN | had hanged himfelf, 
eae ek P.597. Did not always meet with a ready market for 
_ flaves, particularly Jatt voyage; {topt fome time 
Mae saigts at Barbadoes, went thence to Tobago ; no demand i) 
ee” | there; thence to Grenada, and fold them on the | 
es bi | Merchant’s own terms for bills at very long dates, 
: ee , Bill for his own privilege (the flaves allowed th 
Paes officers by the Owners) was at 12 months, 


: i 
Was on fhore on al] the W. India iflands he was \ 
iM at, except Tobago; ufed to think the general i 
he treatment of flaves very cruel. Saw a manina _ 
ee goal at Jamaica, who had been fo leverely flogged 
bees a as to have a {ack of ftraw between his back and the 
ie ie board he lay on; the lacerations were fhocking ; 
a did not inquire whether it was in confequence ofa 

Hive legal fentence, or by his mafter’s order. Was told 
te Ca by the black gaol-keeper that the flaves he faw 
Pee veh in prifon were Tunaways.(612) Saw great num- 
ae bers of flaves at Grenada ; hardly ever faw one 

th ORE Whofe back had not fears. They often complain- 
Wee ed to him ( particularly the wharfingers) of being 


hard worked and poorly fed. 
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Seamen in the African Slave Trade are treated 179%. 
with the ereateft barbarity. Have no lodging atall PartII. 
except in frigate-built thips, in which they may ev 
creep under the forecaflle or aft-deck. There is 
a tarpauling over the booms; always preferred 
being in the rain to getting under it, on account of 
the noxious effluvia which continually rifes thro’ 
the gratings. 
~ As foon asthe flaves were fold, the feamen re- P. £08 
ceived half that was due to them in currency. sr: ile 

In Frazer’s fhip they were well treated, allowed 
a dram in the morning, and grog in the evening ; 
had victuals from his table when fick: he always 
inquired after them daily, allowed furgeon to give 
them ‘wine when proper. Believes Frazer one, of 
the beft men in the trade, Saw very difféfent 
treatment in another fhip. Sailors were knotked 
with the firft thing that came to hand, for trifling 
or imaginary faults; were tied up and flogged 
with the cat frequently. The boat{wain a quiet 
inoffenfive old man, having fome words with the 
mate was feverely beat, had one or two teeth. 
Knocked out, faid he would jump overboard, was 
tied to the rail of quarter-deck, and a pump-bolt 
put in his mouth as a gag; being unned was put 
under the aft-deck and a centinel placed over him 
allnight ; releafed next morning. Same voyagea 
black boy beat every day ; once after being beaten 
jumped thro’ a cabin gun-port into the river, was 
picked up by a canoe; witnefs gave him a fhirt, 
.afked him if he did not expect to be devonred by 
the fharks; faid he did, but that it was better to 
be killed at once than to be fo cruelly treated 
daily. Same voyage a man beaten feverely, never 
heard the caufe. Heard one Sullivan a feaman 
grumbling, afked what he muttered about having 
been never ill ufed inthe fhip, Replied, ‘¢ If lam 
not, I cannot bear to fee my fhip-mates fo cruelly 
ufed.” Same night the man who had been beaten 
peter Gg2 and 
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| 1790. and to others ran away in a long-boat, and 
Part IT, intended going to Old Calabar, got into the Wroag 
\—— river, were feized and {tripped by the natives, and 
| NT P, 599. marched to Old Calabar 3 was informed that 2 or 
1) A oa 3 died on the march, the remainder went on board 
boa a ae the Lyon, Burrows: Had this information from 
Te | one of them named Sermon, whom he faw in 
Briftol infirmary. The treatment was the fame 
Te during the whole voyage, Captain did not go 
bee again in this fhip or any other that he has heard 
PEE ee of ; does not know that he was difmiffed.(672) 
Oh ea Made another fince with Frazer whofe behaviour 
Wager te was as before defcribed. Every man inthe Alex- 
A ander was beat except himfelf, the chief mate and 
Pah ME i Sullivan. Has mentioned the barbarous treatment 
' ! of failors on board that fhip to Mr, Frazer, and } 
be Se many others in Briftol, and to Mr. Nortis of |} 
Bet Liverpool. | i 
| | On laft voyage to Bonny, was told by the King 
Oe and black men on fhore, that the fteward of the  ; 
. - i | Vulture then in the river, had been cruelly treated, | 
bai | chained in a boat along fide the fhip, and found | 
dead in the morning; has had this account con- >: 
el firmed by two failors named Ormond and Murray, 
Wee | at Liverpool, both belonging to the Vulture. " 
eee P, 600. jn Inthe fecond voyage had 42 or 43 perfons alto- 
Fe : \ i gether on board, buried 3. In the Alexander had 7 
FS et 50 and buried g. In the laft, had 44 or 45, and -@ 
Gato buried 3. Is an inaccuracy in his evidence in the 
eH ieie | Privy Council Report relative to the lofs of 
a aan sea feamen. | , 
Pa ae In lait voyage ftopt at Mefurado, and affail’d, 
Ae ae came on board, and faid moft of their crew were, i 
dead. Does not recolle& the thip’s name; was 
told ihe belonged to Mr. Barber. — 
iQ Was a pupil 12 months in the Briftol Infirmary, ~ 
aes a great many feamen were brought there; greateft q 
| | number of the difeafed were Guinea feamen, the 4 
ae i others were generally for accidents. The Guinea 
ei feamen, 
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feamen generally went out better than they came 1790. 
in, but thinks their health fo far deftroyed as never Part II. 
to be perfectly reftored, | yd 

Lhe productions obferved on the coaft of Africa 
were cotton, wax, ivory, gold, a variety of woods, 
different kinds of fpices, wild cinnamon, all the 
Tropical fruits, the beft rice in the world, tobacco, 
_ and many other articles. The largett quantity of 
_ unmanufactured cotton he faw on the coaft was 
about 4 or 5 pounds. (6:4) | 

Rice is cultivated all over the country, has feen ee 
it with his glafs, plantations of rice on very high : 
ground, particularly at Cape Mount. 

In fecand voyage faw the people at work ona 
plantation belonging to a black man called Tucker, 
-at Manna, between Cape Mount and the river 
Galenas. Never faw or heard of a driver there, 
j they feemed to work with great willingnefs and 
i feeming fatisfadtion. Thefe were all men, (605) 
|) never ce women at work in Africa out of doors 
| Gibid.) This the only plantation he was on in 
) Africa.(606> Tucker was bornat Sherbro’, {poke 
| exceeding good Englith./606) 
In fame voyage purchafed about 40 or 50 tons 
of riceat Junk. ‘This the largeft quantity he faw; 
belteves might have loaded the fhip at Junk and 
| Cape Mefurado ; the natives of thofe places faid 
jthey had plenty, does not fpeak with preci- 
fion as to the quantity, has no journal to produce of 
the fhip’s tranfactions.(619) Never heard of any (614. 
being loft in the furf; believes it was not at atime 
when the furf was very high ; it was the rainy fea- 
}fon ; has landed at Cape Coaft in a canoe belong- 
ing to the Caftle 3 puncheons of goods anda hogt{- 
head of tobacco ; loft no bulky articles in atrempt- 
ing to land them ; thinks he has feen as great a furf (619.) 
at St. Chriftopher’s as he ever did on the coatt of 
Africa, tel 

; ‘Has 
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1790. Has bought feveral pieces of cotton cloth mad¢ 
PartlI. by the natives at river Galenas and Bonny,( 608) 
“—~—~ the cotton grew in the country, has fome dyed by 
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| 
the natives with a beautiful and permanent blue! 
Never faw the indigo or cotton grow in Africa,not 
having been far up the country.(608) | 
Has feen many trinkets made in metal by the 
Africans on the coaft; has been furprifed to fee, 
fome of the work in iron, particularly fpears and} 
cutlafles. [s convinced their capacities are equal) 
to thofe of Europeans. E 
The natives of Windward and Gold Coaft much} 
better tempered than thofe of Bonny ; their difpo-/ 
"fitions very good. Was landed fick at St. Thomas’s,| 
and would have died, but for the care of a black! 
man there, to whom when better he offered money! 
—which he refufed, faying, he had done no more’ 
than his duty. om 
The Africans in general attached to their native. 
country ; areas much attached to their near rela-’ 
tions as the natives of other countries, ot 
_ At Cape Coaft Caftle, on chufing 18 flaves he’ 
objected to one who was meagre, obferved him to! 
weep, which he endeavoured to conceal, on inqui- ' 
ry found it was becaufe he was to be parted from ‘ 
his brother, this induced witnefs to take him. | 
Is perfuaded the natives would work if proper- 
ly encouraged by Europeans (613) they have no- 
tions of performing contracts in a given time, The | 
rice before mentioned was contracted for, and he ’ 
thinks, part of the money paid, it was ready at the . 
time, natives appear to have aturn for condu¢ting 
trade. Bekieves, fome of the natives now employ- : 
ed in the flave trade, if that were abolifhed would. 
a 


5 


\ 
cultivate the foil. Billy Frazer before mentioned, | 
faid at Bonny when they had no trade they were | 
forced to plant yams. P) 

Thinks the females more prolific than thofe of 
other countries; out of 4 or 5 deliveries on fhip~— 
board two had twins. Never 


vy 
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Never faw any perfon in Africa when by their 1790, 
treatment he knew to be flaves ; has heen told by PartlII. 
the perfons themfelves they were flaves, ROS eS) 

As to the caufe of quitting his employment 
as furgeon of a Guineéa-man, anfwered, that in his 
ift and 2nd voyages reflected little on the juftice 
of the trade. On the laft reflected more, and the 
more he did the more he was convinced that it is 
an unnatural, iniquitous and villainous trade, and 
could not reconcile it to his confcience. : 

_ Could have continued his employment he be- 
lieves with Captain Frazer, was afterwards folici- 
ted repeatedly to go to the gold coaft by Captain 
Thomfon, If Clarkfon applied for employment for 
Jum at Liverpool, it was without his knowledge 

613) 

‘ Was on the fhore many times at Augola, faw P. 608. 
numbers of people at the river Ambris with beads 
and crucifixes about their necks, they appeared to 
be Roman Catholics; Mangova one of the King’s 

Officers told him they were priefts in the Country. 7 

Always underftood fhips cannot begin to trade P. 609. 
without leave of the King, thinks if King refufed, 
that firing a gun into or over the town would force 
Jp trade; dathes are given to keep the King in 
kemper, trade might be carried on by Englifh and 
French without the King’s confent if they chofe 
at all times in their power to batter his town about 

ais ears in Bonny River. | 
} Slaves atBonny purchafed with iron bars, brandy, _ 
ndia and manchefter cotton, cloths, guns, gun- 

owder, brafs pans, beads, and other articles. 

Never faw or heard of gold duft at Bonny. | 

}, If {tated otherwife in report of Privy Council, 

heir miftake and not his. Gold an article of ex- 

hange on gold coaft. ia 

| The care and cleanlinefs of negroes generally at- P. 610. 
jended to by the matés. In Fraver’s fhips mates 
ways caufed the flaves rooms to be tc 
rie 
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a PartII. dried with fire pans. In many thips this not per- 
aap | 1790. mitted; but they fcrape the filth off the deck : ufed 
eh sto attend to the cleanlinefs of the negroes, has often ~ 

wafhed them with a fponge and warm water from 

head to foot. Believes the mate is refponfible for 

the cleanlinefs of the men. The furgeon and his 

mate for thatof the women. The cafe thus divi- 

ded in the fhips he was in. Inthe Alexander 


bee having a flux himfelf during the whole middle paf- 
aay | face, cannot fay how the flaves were managed. 
Pee Sip _ From the number who had the flux on that voyage, 
Li) aie the apartments very difagreeable, the difcharge 


hie ea being involuntary, impoffible to keep them com- 
1 ha i fortable. Believes the apartments generally kept. 
as clean as the nature of the diforder permits, un- 
lefs as often happens greateft parts of the whites 
are ill. 
ane P.611. Conjectures fome flaves come froma diftance, all 
ae he has talked to by means of interpreters faid were 
ee a ftolen; does not recolle& any confeffed they were 
en fold for crimes, apprehends if criminals were not 
Bayi ce) purchafed by the fhips they would be fet to work — 
se in their own country. 
Bie. P.613. Europeans have always power to get what they 
Bae ye pleafe done by holding out their commedities. 
Blacks at Bonny always. wooded and watered the — 
fhips on being paid. Thinks the manners of the 
Africans may be changed by means of trade with 
this country. Is going to try the experiment. 
P:614. Does not underftand Portuguefe. Traders at” 
St. Thomas’s all {peak Englifh enough to be under- — 


Co a him thete i in corrupt Englifh. Has been on board a | 
be ee French African fhip at Bonny, officers faid a sood - 
Me sti | quantity of wine given to the flaves every day, 
he ae when on board Englifh thips, but not enough. 
est Offered voluntarily to givetheRev. Mr. Clarkfony 2 
esi vat Briftol, all affiftance and information in his 
ae * | power. Knows not that Mr. C. has any church — 
ay . preferment, — 
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Has fince gene- 


His emoluments when he 


On wind- 


Believes the King 


iquor-cafes: Never weigh- 
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preferment, has employed himfelf in gaining in- 1790. 
formation about the flave trade, went with him PartlII. 
from Brittol to Liverpool in (1787) or (1788) cys 
believes his travelling expences were paid by the P.616. 
committe in London, is out of pocket, {pent more 
than he received, was at Liverpool 8 or g wecks, 
returned from thence to Briftol, 
rally refided with his father in Briftol, to whom is 
confiderably in debt. 
quitted the trade nearly the fame as when he en- 
tered into it, Captain Thompfon in 1787 offered 
him any thing in reafon to go with him. 

Cannot converfe in the African languages ; the 
knowledge he has obtained of their laws and cuf- 
toms, has been from perfons employed in the fhip 
as interpreters, watermen, or pilots: At Bonny 
talked with the King, Blundel Foubre, a prin- 
cipal trader, down to the canoe boys. 
ward coaft has talked with fome of the firft men, | 
As Tucker and Robin Gray, King of cape Mount, 
but not on the manner of making flaves, they not 

troubling themfelves on that head. Never pro- 
feffed to know the hiftory of the windward coaft ; 
believes the natives are little acquainted with any 
thing out of their own towns: Has been often on 
fhore on the windward coatt. 
at Bonny never does any thing of confequence 
without confulting the parliament men; knows 
mot how far their power extends; believes a book 
which was produced is Capt. Frazer’s journal or 
trade book. Cannot fpeak with certainty as to 
the quantity of the rice, or the time in which it 
was {hipped ; was always on board the fhip while 
the rice was taking in. There was no apparent 
difficulty in getting this quantity (630) thinks the 
time agreed was 6 weeks, if wrong, not fo inten- 
tionally. Rice was brought along-fide in a canoe 
in bafkets; has feen fmall quantities brought on 
board in boxes or old | 


P. 6176 


pee 


P.6 6. 


fel tat? 
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1790. ed a bafket. When Frazer made the agreement 
PartlI. with Jofe Will, heard the word tons mentioned 
tey— feveral times; knows not whether 20 hundred 
weight was meant, underftood it fo, but does nor 
Pretend to be accurate, {peaks from conjecture, 
fice, 6 21 )y : feo 
Extract from Capt. Frager’s journal, by which 
it appears that from Sept. 19 to O&. 15, 1783, 
Jofe Will, King Will and Jof. Weft had feveral 
articles, to pay 240 batkets of rice in 40 days, and 
left a girl as fecurity, Tom Wilfon had fundries, 
P. 622, © pay 120 batkets rice, left one of his people as 
pawn. Jofe Campbell had fundries, to pay 45 
bafkets rice, left a boy in pawn. Robin Campbell 
had fundries, to pay 140 crews rice, left a man in 
pawn. Robin Gray had fundries, to pay 120 
crews rice. Sold fundries in barter for about 60 
cwt. rice and other articles; total 405 batkets, 
P.623.260 crews, and 60 cwt. rice, and that from Nov 
to 10. Received all the rice, &c. and difcharged 
the pawns; but Frazer, put down all the rice he 
-bought at Junk-witnefs to purchafe rice at dif- 
ferent places on the grain coaft, of which he be- 
lieves no account was taken. (631) 2 

Does not recollect that the rice was damaged in 
its paffage from the fhore to the fhip, or by the 
furf, Believes it was often wetted by the rain, 

which 1s violent at times. | 
Believes Allan and Campbell were Guinea-fac- 
tors, who fold the flaves'in Jamaica, in the voy- 
age of 1783 and 4. An account of fales exhibited 
hgned by thofe gentlemen, and inferted page 637, 

638, 639, and 640. — - | | 

Never faw at any oné time on the coaft in Africa 
afufficient quantity of rice, cotton or indigo to 
-load a veffel of 200 tons; but does not know what 
there may be inland ; was fcarce rile fromthe 
fea. Remembers to have flept a-thore at Bonny 
Once ortwike,: ey leo. ug)! fle & | cur oii, 
ah Never 
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- Never knew Frazer refufe any likely good fe- 1790. 


male flaves; knows little of the African laws; PartII- 


-underftood from the natives that kidnapping was -~—~ 


an avowed practice, i. e. a very common practice. P.6255 
Believes all the captains on the trade would pur- 
chafe flaves, knowing them to be kidnapped. 

Has been at Grenada and Jamaica, and touched 
at St. Chriftopher’s, but was not on fhore, ftanding 
off and on at St. Kitt’s, faw as he thought a great 
furf, boats feemed to have fome difficulty in get- J, ¢ 
ting thro’ it; thinks he has feen the furf on the P.627¢ 
windward coaft of Africa as high as that in the road 
of Baffeterre. 

Never a flave flogged in the Britith Iflands ; faw 
one who had been feverely flogged ; did not en- 


P. 626, 


‘ quire by whofe authority it was done. 


Never faw a foldier flogged, has feen a failor; p, 629; 
never heard of a foldier dying in confequence of 
flogging. Has been informed flaves are flogged 
on the back inGrenada. 

Is going to induce the Africans to cultivate their 
country, and raife fuch articles as will fell in this 
country in exchange for our manufactures—the 
plan not yet entirely fettled—has no fortune ~ ex- 
pects to be paid by his employers. The Commit- 
tee for the abolition of the Slave Trade not con- 
cerned ; two or three members are fubfcribers. 

Slaves fo crouded in all his voyages as not to 
have more room to lie on than a man in his 
coffin, told the privy council that the fhip on the 
fecond voyage was not much crouded becaufe they 
had not the fame number as in the laft. : 

Has not heard that the Europeans go up the 
country to the places from whence the flaves are 
brought, their information on the manner in which 
flaves are made is from the black traders and pur- P, 630. 
chafed negroes. Has every reafon to believe from 


P. 629. 


‘the concurrent teftimony of others that the practice 


of firing villages for the purpofe of making flaves 


“does really exit. Hha2 ; On 
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ae i 1790. . On board the Alexander the black cook having 


Parill, one day broken a plate hada fith-gig darted at him, 


P.631. ftooped or dropped down. The Carpenter’s mate 
having let his pitch-pot catch fire, he and the cook 
were both tied up, thipp’d and flo g’d, the cook 

Ee with greatett feverity, and had fale water and 

Ba ey Cayenne pépper rubbed on his back. A man who 

1 came on board in a convalefcent ftate, being fe- 

Lis a ea verely beaten for he knows not what caufe, afked 

age ee the witnefs for fomething to rub his back with, 

Tae iii was ordered by the captain not to give him any 
angele tiie thing ; the man went and lay under the forecattle ; 


s 


esti vifited him often when he complained of his 


ae ae | P. 632. were, ““T cannot punifh him (the Captain) but 


Bees tended with danger, was the fault of the carpen- 
| ter’s mate, not of the cook, who deferved no pu- 
Py ee nifhment for it. 

Ss a Attends by defire of the committee for the abo- 
ist soa lition of flave trade, itis at their option to give him 
ae any t-ng or not, but having attended on their by- 

i finef expects to have his expences paid, 


<_< aS epee 


Witnefs examined—Captain Amsrosz Lacr, 


P.633. Flas been in the African trade; was at Old 
Calabar, in 1769, captain of the Edgar. Nine 
Fnglith fhips were then there, all in the African 
Trade. To end a difpute which had fubfifted fome 
time between the people of the Old and New Town, 
both parties agreed to meet on fhip-board. 

When firft there, in 1748, there were no inhabi- 

: fants at Old Town. Some time after difputes arofe 

ail _ between chofe now called Old T own people and New 
Ar ‘town people. | | | 
dae x Were 


/ 
| 


245 


1790. 


P.636. Mr, Rathbone at Mr. Chaffers’s, Liverpool. 


Partil. : 
w—— board the Edgar; che duke (chief man of Old 


P.634. 
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Dace, 


Were not invited on board infidioufly, te be made. 
flaves. The chief people of Old Town came on. 


Town) was to have met them. Cameon board at 
half paft 7 inthe morning. About 8 witnefs was 
going to breakfaft with a man calling himfelf king 
of Old Town, 4 of whofe large canoes were along 
fide; cannot tell where the others were; was jult 
pouring out coffee when he heard a firing; king faid 
Imo, a brother of his, was firing. Went on deck 
with the king, and was told his gunner was killed, 
King went into his canoe, left his fon with witnefs on 
board. Firing lafted 10 or 15 minutes, but cannot 
be certain. The canoes were then moft of them 
got a-ftern of his fhip, within 300 or 400 yards. 
Had not time to make obfervations of the two 
parties; wanted to defend himfelf; was no further 
molefted; the canoes were gone. The fmall arms 
are always loaden; they were locked up; the cheft 
was broke open; key afterwards found in the gun 
ner’s pocket. None of his people concerned in the 
affray ; no guns, great or {mall, or evena piltol, fired 


P.635. from his fhip; nor, that he knows, from any other. 


The king killed no one on board his fhip, nor was 
the king, that he knows, on board any other. No 
flaves were made on the occafion. 

Went to Old Calabar the beginning of July, failed 
firft week in December; cannot exactly ftate when 
this happened. 

Never heard the Englifh entered into this bufinefs 
with an improper view ; they reaped no benefit from 
it; it was againft the trade. Knows of no conful- 
tation of the Englith captains about this difference. 

Never ftopt to windward but twice. kuice crews 
hold from 2 to 3 gallons. differ in different parts of 
the coalt; largeft he faw three gallons, 

Breakfatted with the Rev. Mr. Clarkfun and 
Mr. 
Clarkion 


AFRICA. | Lace. 

‘Clarkfon afked him ‘fome queftions about the pro- 1790. 
duce of Africa. “The Calabar: bufinefs was men- Partl]. 
tioned. Told Mr. Chaffers (who afked him) he Cy» 
could not: tell. how many blacks were killed that 
day; that his fhip was fired Into, his gunner killed, 
and that he did not know whether they did not 
mean to facrifice him. Gave no advice to any of 
the captains at that time. 

Knows not who killed his gunner; it muft have 
been done from fome of the canoes: at a diftance : 
thinks fom the New Town people, becaufe the Old 
Town people were along fide his fhip. i 
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“Witnefs Examined,—RicuarpD STOREY. 


Mr. Richard Storey, lieutenant in the Royal Navy,P. 3. 
having been from 1766 to 1770, on every part of the 
coaft from S. Leone to the river Sabon, declares, 
That flaves are generally obtained by merauding par- 
ties, from one village to another in the night. He 
has alfo known canoes come from a diftance and carry 
off numbers in the night. P. 4 

In 1769, Captain Paterfon, of a Liverpool fhip, 
lying off Briftol Town, fet two villages at variance, 
and bought prifoners, (near a dozen) from both 
fides. While refident at Briftol Town, on the W. 
Coaft, for three months, he was in many villages, but 
did not hear of any perfons being carried off; on other 
parts of the coaft he has. 

Has gone into the interiour country between fee, s. 
Baffau and the river Sefters; and all the nations there 
go armed from the fear of merauding parties: there 
Numb, 4, A were 
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179%- were no wild beafts to alarm them 
weve there have informed him, that th 
their flaves b 
fidered by them as war, 

He was twice in danger from thefe parties him- 
felf. In 1767 he was put into a trading long-boat 
of the thip » about this time a merauding party from 
Grand Sefters had come in canoes and attacked 

| Grand Cora in the night, and taken off 12 or 

P. 6. 14 of the inhabitants ; foon after which, having in 

his boat a native of Grand Sefters, the people of 
Grand Cora came to the boat in the river Sefters, 
and told the mate they had a flave to fell, on which 
he went afhore with them, leaving only Mr. Storey, 
a boy, and the black man in the boat. In about 
four hours after, a canoe came on board the boat, 
with the four men that the mate had gone with, fay- 
ing, the mate was in another canoe in fight; and 
taking him off his guard, two of them {eized him, 
while the other two got the black man overboard. 
Mr. Storey freed himfelf, and drove the two men 
overboard: the mate lay all this time on fhore 
tied neck and heels, which confinement was occa- 
fioned by his refufing either to give up the native 
of Grand Setters, or pay them the price of a flave in. 
goods, This black man had before told of this ex- 
pedition of his countrymen again{t Grand Cora, and 
often declared himéfelf afraid to go on fhore for that 
reafon ; he never gave it to be underftood that there 
was a war at the time between Grand Sefters and 
Grand Cora; the only reafon he afligned for the ex- 
pedition was, that his own countrymen were poor. 
It was impoffible that there could be any exiting 
wars between thele two people, as they are.20 leagues 
afunder; and thofe of Grand Cora, not having canoes 

Carry more than two or three men, never go to 
fea but to fith: the canoes of Grand Sefters carry 
f2 or 14 men, and with thefe go merauding among 
their neighbours. He has feen them at fea out of 
fight of land in the day, and tak1..g the Opportunity 
of night to land where they pleaied, ; 
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It is his opinion that the natives are often fraudu- 1791. 


lently caried off by the Europeans: he has been told 
by them, that they have loft their friends at different 
times, and fuppofed them taken by European fhips 
going along the coaft. He has himfelf taken up ca- 
noes, which were challenged by the natives, who fup- 
pofed the men in them had been taken off the day 
before by a Dutchman. 

That the natives retaliate fuch injuries is proved 
from the following fats: When lying to an anchor 
in his boat between the river Sefters and Settra Crue, 
a Dutch fhip running down the coaft fent her long- 
boat to where he was, to buy vegetables, &c. When 


come to an anchor, a number of canoes came aboutP. 8. 


the two boats, and one of the head men of the place 
wifhed him to go away, as they waited to take the 
Dutch boat and kill the crew. As a reafon, they 
told him that a Dutch fhip fome days before had 
taken four men belonging to the place. 

Afterwards, in 1768, being driven by contrary 
winds, in a coafting fhip in which he was a paffenger 
into the river Angra, as there appeared a profpect of 
trade, they ftaid there. The fecond day, two canoes 
with 12 or 14 men each came on board with two men 
bound, to fell. Having agreed for one of them he 
went down for irons to put him into; but in coming 
up again was feized, with the matter of the boat and 
another white man, whofe throats were immediately 
cut. He got clear of thofe who feized him, but 
could not get upon deck. Half an hour after, be- 
ing covered with wounds, and weak with the lofs of 
blood, he propofed to give up both boat and cargo if 
fuffered to go to Gaboon, to which they agreed, and 
then helping him up on deck they ftripped him 
naked, put him into a canoe, and took him on fhore 
to their town. The reafon they gave for this was, 
that a fhip from Liverpool (name forgotten, the 
captain’s name Lambert) had fome time before taken 

a canoe full of their townfmen and carried her away. 
He heard the fame thing afterwards at Gaboon. — 
A 2 He 


17QI. 


AFRICA: STOREY, 


He has been at Old Calabar, where flaves are. | 


“~~ brought down the river in war canoes, Carrying up- 


P,. 10. 


wards of 50 men armed, and a three or four pounder 
in the bow, | 

Captain Jeremiah Smith, in the London, in 1766, 
having a difpute with the natives of Newtown Old 


Calabar concerning the ftated price which he was to. 


give for flaves, for feveral days {topped every Canoe 


Men chiefly in cultivating rice and other vegetables, 
Old men alfo taken by merauding parties, and not 
faleable, they are put into their plantations; and to 
this employment he believes that faves refufed by 
the Europeans as too old for fervice are commonly 
deftined, having feen many fuch at this work. 

On the Rice Coaft, great quanities of rice are {old 


to the Europeans, the natives in parties of eight or 


ten bring it from tke Interiour country, three or four 
days journey; he has known them take back fale 
and other European goods in return, and has every 
reafon to believe, that if there was nebody to pur- 
chafe flaves, they would turn themfelves to cultivate 
their ground, and raife rice, &c. to purchafe Eu- 
Topean goods. The quality of African rice jg far 
fuperiour to that of Carolina, bearing one-fourth 
more water. 


The natives carry on their 
has h 
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In every thing they deal in, Europeans defraud 
the natives, adulterate fpirits with water, and then 
heat it with-pepper, and iuch guns have been told 
to them, that he has feen many with their barrels 
burft and thrown away ; he has alfo feen feverai na- 
tives without fingers and thumbs, blown off, as they 
faid, by the burfting of thefe guns. 


He has been in the Weit Indies, and has there atP. 14. | 


St. Chriftopher’s, and part of Grenada, feen furfs as 
high, and higher than in Africa. At Madras in the 
Eaft Indies much higher, for a longer time than on 
the Windward Coaft, where there is no place (except 
where fometimes for a day or two the furf is too 
high,) boats are not continually loading in moft 
places in Africa, fome rocks or points of land break 
the furf, which is not the cafe in the clear and open 
coaft of Coromandel. Goods are landed every where 
along the coaft; has feen them fometimes wet, but ne- 
ver loft. They donot ufe the fame expedients here 
for loading and unloading boats that are ufed in 
the Weit Indies. 

In his firft voyage to Old Calabar the flaves at- 
tempted to rife, but did not fucceed. In the year 
1769,;a Liverpool fhip between Cape Mount and 
Meturade, had every perfon killed by an infurrection, 
except one boy. | 


In the fhips he failed in, the men flaves were al-P. 12. 


ways kept in irons during the Middle Paflage. 

In the Regus, firft fhip ne had failed in, provifions 
were plenty. In the fecond, the Tyger of White- 
haven, the feamen in ten days after jailing were put 
to an allowance of 4 ib. of bread per week, and 
half a pound of beef or pork per day, which was the 
whole tare for nine months; he has but little com- 
plainc to make of 1] ufage againft the {hips in which 
he failed. 

_ Think the flave trade very unhealthy in the rivers, 
but not on the open coaft; they buried 14 out of 
32 the firft voyage in Calabar river, and in the 
Tyger in nine months, five or fix out of 28, In three 
voyages 


ae 
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voyages to Virginia they buried one man; in five 
Baltic voyages not one; in one to the foutherm whale 
fifhery none; and in two Mediterranean none. OF 


cd 


the three Virginia voyages, the firft was 11 months ; 
the other two about feven months each. The num- 
ber of men in each 16. The fouthern whale fifhing 


voyage was of 11 months. 
4 © 


In the Tyger the bread was tolerable, the beef and 
pork fo falted that in boiling they fhrunk to half 
this weight. Having once in this veffel, when hand- 
ing rice to the flaves taken a handful for his own 
ufe, he was unmercifully beaten with a rope; he has 
known others who had done the fame thing through 


hunger, treated for it in the fame manner, 


As an inftance of fimilar jl] treatment in other 
flave fhips, he fays, that lying in the Tyger at Baffau, 
he heard the failors of three different thips complain 
heavily of their provifion, as being bad, and infuf- 
ficient in quantity; thefe were, the Lancafhire Witch, 
Captain Coil; the Lilly, Captain Scragham; and 
the Violet, Browne, notorious al] for bad provifions 
and ill ufage; he has feen the failors of each un- 
mercifully beaten for the moft trifling offences ; 
knocked down with hand{pikes, or any other thing 
that came in the Captain’s or officers way that took 
offence at the men. One man he faw in the Lanca- 
fhire Witch confined for fome trifle, with an iron 
collar on his right leg and arm fhackled, and then 
chained to a ring-bolt on the deck, where he remain- 
ed a confiderable time in this condition without any 


Other allowance but bread and water. 
nn CRN 


Witnefs Examined,—James Towne, 


Mr. James Towne, carpenter of His Majefty’s 
fhip Syren, made 4 voyage 1760 to the Ifles de Log 
on board the Pegey, Captain Cuthbert Davis, about 
140 Of 150 tons; and another in 1767 to Grand 


Cape 
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Cape Mount, in the Sally, Captain George Evans, 
above 200 tons. The firft voyage he remained be- 
tween feven and eight months on the coaft, then a 
boy; the fecond as carpenter, ftaid more than fix 
months. He was moftly on fhore three months to- 
gether in the firft voyage; in the fecond, for five or 
fix weeks at atime. Repeated ill treatment was the 
occafion of his being fo long on fhore, for having 
gone in the trading fhallop, he run away; he went 
into the back country among the inhabitants for fome 
time to conceal himfelf, and was up the rivers and 
inland together, upwards of between 300 and 400 
miles. 

The natural productions of Africa are rice and 
yams in abundance, plantanes, bananas, and all 
other tropical fruits; plenty of camwood and ele- 
phants teeth; fome tobacco, cultivated by natives 
who had been in England, but not yet fkilfully 
cured. Great quantities of fugar-cane, long pepper ; 
a bark like cinnamon; cotton in abundance, and of- 
ten beautifully manufactured into cloth; a fine blue 
dye; beautiful woods for cabinet-makers; wax, 
ivory, palm-oil, palm-wine, and Indian corn, 

The natives are hofpitable and kind, and capable 
of learning quicker than white men. They differ as 
our own people in character, thofe on the coaft learn 
to be roguifh; inland they are innocent. The in- 
tercourfe with Europeans has improved them in 
roguery, to plunder and fteal, and pick up one ano- 
ther to fell. 


Slaves in Africa were never ill ufed by their ownP, 16, 


people, but when bought by white traders they were 
ufed rather worfe there than when on board. 

He has feen both men and women cultivating the 
lands, but not often the women. 

When a fhip arrives fhe makes prefents to the 
traders, to encourage them to bring any perfon down 
to fell as a flave, and they often pledge their own re- 


lations till they procure the flaves wanted. The 


black kings have told him, that they go to war on 
purpofe 


pe 
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and he has feen the prifoners, 


“w~ (the men bound, the women and children loofe) de- 


P. 14. 


livered up to the white traders, or driven in gangs 
of two or three hundred for fale to the water fide. 
He has known them go in gangs merauding and 
catching all they could. In the Galenas river he 
knew an inftance of four blacks who took a man that 
had been to fell one or more flaves, plundered and 
ftripped him naked, and brought him to the trading 
fhallop and fold him. The people on board did not 
underitand his language, nor imagine why he feemed 
fo caft down as they all are, but king Battou coming 
on board and knowing the man, inquired the caufe 
of his being there as a flave ; he related the circum- 
{tance ; a guard of grumettas, with fome of Towne’s 
people, were fent after the blacks to take them, but 
did not fucceed. They could not make the man eat, 
hot even by flogging; they then put him irons, and 
in a little time he died. He believes the flaves fome- 
times become {fo for crimes, as murder, theft, and adul- 
tery; the the laft, if properly proved, is often pu- 
nifhed with death. ; | 
Fie has repeatedly heard both from the accufed 
and accufers themfelves, and he believes it Common 
on the coatt, to impute crimes falfely for the fake of 
having the accuted perfon fold. One inftance of a 
woman fold by her hufband for adultery, and whom 
he himfelf brought off to the boat, and from her la- 
Mmentations, and by her declaration, that fhe knew 
not what fhe was accufed of, he thinks he has reafon 
for imagining the crime imputed falfely. Mr. Mur- 
ray, formerly of Bance ifland, Mr. Wood, his partner; 
Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Power, being to the windward of 
Bance Ifland, all told him that it was not an uncom- 
mon thing to bring on palavers to make flaves, and 
he believes it from the information of the flaves af- 
terwards when brought down the country and put on 
board the fhips. | 
_ Slaves are brought from the country very diftant 
from the coaft. The king of Barra has informed 


him, 


ae Tee 
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him, that on the arrival of a fhip he has gone 300 1791. 
or 400 miles up the country with his guard, and ey 


driven down 200 or 300 flaves to the fea fide. From 
Marraba, king of the Mundingoes, he has heard that 
they had marched them out of the country more 
than 700 miles,- that they had gone wood ranging to 
pick up every one they met with, whom they ftrip- 
ped naked, and if men, bound, but if women, 
brought down loofe; this he had from themfelves, 
and alfo that they often went to war with the Ballam 
nation on purpofe to get flaves.. They boaited that 
they fhould foon have a fine parcel for the fhallops, 
and the fuccefs often an{wered. 


He was once prefent with part of the crew at anP. 


expedition undertaken by the whites for the purpofe of 
feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to receive 
thofe they could catch. To prevent all alarm, they 
bound their mouths with oakum and handkerchiefs ; 
! one woman fhrieked, and the men turned out in de- 

fence. He had then five tied in the boat, and the 
other boats were in readinefs to take in what more 


they could get; all his party were armed, and the 


men of the town purfued them with firft a fcattering, 
and at length a general fire, and feveral of the men 
belonging to the boats, he has reafon to believe, 
were killed, wounded, or taken, as he never heard 
of them afterwards. He was wounded himielf. 
What became of the other boats, he knows not, for 
he knew nothing of the expedition, until ordered to 
take command of the boat, which though then he 
thought it a fport, he was afterwards forry for having 
done. ‘The flavés he had taken, were. fold at 
Charlefton, South Carolina. ° The: natives had not 
previoufly committed any hoftilities againtt any of 
the thips, whofe boats were concerned in this tranf- 
action; they owed goods to the captain, for which 


he refolved to obtain flaves at any rate. He has had | 


feveral fhipmates, who have themfelves told him, 
they have been concerned in fimilar tranfactions, and 
Numb. 4. B have 
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1791- have made a boaft of it, and who have been wound-« 
“ve ed alfo. 


The Europeans endeavour to cheat the natives ; 
they adulterate their liquors, and in buying and fel- 
ling ufe different weights, to which they give the 
fame appearance, by cafing a ftone and a piece of 


P. 19. lead alike in brafs; ‘he kept fuch himfelf, and ufed 


o, of the cargo died. ‘There were 25 feamen, he does 


them in dealing for wax, teeth, &c. by order of his 
commanding officer, whom he has alfo repeatedly 
feen do it himfelf. 

The natives brought to the coaft appear not to 
come on board willingly; on the contrary, they come 
down with a guard, and are forced into the boats, 

When on board, they are always fettered with leo 
fhackles and handcuffs, two and two, right and left. | 
They lie in a crowded and cramped ftate, having | 
neither their length nor breadth, in a {pace by no | 
means fufficient for their health; and fuch js their | 
fuffocated ftate below, that he has known them go | 
down well, and in the morning be brought up dead, 
When they come on deck, they are all in a dew fweat, , 
from the tarpawlings being laid over the gratings in — 
bad weather. The height between decks in the a 
Peggy (tonnage 140 or 150, fee p. 15 at the top) — 
was about 4 feet, and in the Sally, 4 feet 4 or 5. | 
The Peggy took on board about 230 negroes; the 
boys room only had a platform: between 50 and 60 


not recollect above 6 or 7 dying. 2 | 
The Sally (better than 200 tons, P-15,at top) had 
platforms in boys and womens rooms, and the aft part 
of mens. The cargo was nearly 400, of whom about 
60 died. The crew confifted of 40 men, of whom _ 
above 30 died. They were forced to get men from 3 
other fhips on the coaft; out of 6 mates, not 1 lived, 
Something better than a pint of water, after they | 
are fed, ferved at twice, was the daily allowance of a 
ilave; and after being fed in the afternoon, the boat- 
{wain taking one, and the mate the other fide of the 
deck, they are made to dance, and flogged with a 
cat 
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cat if they donot. In fine weather they are brought 1791. 


—ondeck between eight and nine in the morning, and =~ 
put down again at four, there to remain until next 


day. He has known them refufe their food in con-P, 21. 


| fequence of being confined ; ill treated, to induce 


them to eat; they are flogged, and put into irons 


feparately ; both their hands handcuffed, both legs 
fhackled, a collar round their neck, with a chain, 


and often the thumb-fcrew applied, to take the ftub- 
bornnefs out of them. This was his tafk, and fome- 
times, from their ill creatment, they attempted to 


jump overboard; at others, have gone mad, and 
Gied in thar fituation. They often fall fick, fome- 


times owing to their crowded ftate, but moftly to 
erief, for being carried away from their country and 
friends, which being very well acquainted with their 


| language, he knows from frequent inquiries into the 


circumitances of their grievous complaints. He has 


known them attempt to rife on board, and on in- 


quiry into the caufe, has been afked what bufinefs we 


had to carry them from their country ; they had wives 
and children they wanted to be with. To check 
them, they are put fingly into irons and flogged. 
| He has known women with infants on board, two ee SE 
) particularly, who, when their infants died, grieved P. 22. 


after them, and died themfelves. Guinea captains 


feldom buy women with children, Has heard the 
| flaves finging, but their fongs were lamentations. A 
flave kidnapped or fold, contrary to the cuftom of 
the country, to the fhips, cannot. complain to the 


black traders on board, for thefe traders never fee 
the main deck, nor even fpeak to the women abaft, 


deft they might make fignals to rife. When canoes 
come to the fhip, no flave on the main deck can 


look over the fhip’s fide; two officers {tand with 
cats to prevent them, and this prevents their fecking 
releafe. A barricado of great ftrength, cuts off all 
intercourfe between perfons on the main deck and 
thofe in the after part of the fhip; the women and 


the men thus cannot fee one another. 
B 2 When 


& fh BOA, Towne, 


When fick, in the veffels he failed in, the negroes, |! 
“v~—~ were put forward, which was. confidered the thip’s, | 
P, 23. hofpital; and though fometimes medicines are given, |) 

and fometimes forced down, they are in general but |; 
indifferently attended, fo that they often die in their | 
own filth. They are feldom long fick before they | 
die. Never faw one fea fick. Small attention, con- 
finement below, and the fituation of being flaves, he | 
fuppofes the caufe of this rapid death of the fick | 
He looks on their dying as partly due to want of at- | 
tention; in one inftance there was no furgeon on | 
board. - Jay 
Mr. Towne has been in the Wet Indies; at Bar- | 
badoes for near a year, in 1779 and 1780; in An- 
tigua for about 1¢ months, in 1780 and 1781; for | 
2 months at St. Kitt’s, in 17815 and a little while | 
in Jamaica, in 1782, He was in many plantations — 
at Barbadoes, particularly Mr. Gibfon’s and Mr, 
Bithop’s; on Mr. Tyrrel’s and Sir John Laforey’s, — 
at Antigua, and on fhore at St. Kitts and Jamaica, | 
Slaves are fold in the Weft Indies fometimes by. 
vendue, fometimes in lots; thofe of the veffels: in 
which he was, were fold to the beft bidder, and fome- © 
times in lots; he never heard of any care taken to — 
prevent the feparation of relations and friends. Re- 7 
fufe flaves are fuch as are fickly from any caufe; ¥ 
they are often kept on board to fatten them for fale, .7 
but if they do not recover, they are fold then to any 
‘body, fome even fo low as a guinea, - | 
P. 25. The flaves in the Weft Indies work from four in 
the morning, till very late in the evening; if they 
come but a moment after. their time, they are flog. | i 
ged with whips by the drivers, to whom they muft © 
come ready ftripped for their punifhment, to fave | 
time. Some, though lame, are obliged to work; if | 
they complain, they are called lazy, and flogged by q 
the driver. Has feen flaves laid down and ftretched 
out to four ftakes in the ground, and fo receiving 49 He 
or solafhes. He has feen them {wang up to acrane, | 
with weights at their feet to ftretch them, fo asto 7 
enlarge — 
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enlarge the wounds of the whip; men and women 14791. 


let out the bruifed blood. To encreafe the feverity, 
they ufe a manner of whipping, which they call 
croffing. They then pickle them, to keep flies from 
blowing, and maggots from breeding in their 
wounds. A jumper who goes from houfe to houfe 
for employment, inflicts thefe punifhments at Bridge- 
town, Barbadoes, and Sg. John’s, Antigua. In the 
plantations, a black called the boatfwain of the plan- 
tation inflicts them, under the manager’s direction. 


‘alike. - After flogging, they bring ebony fwitches, -1~~ 
full of thorns, and with thefe flog them again, to 


The marks of former whippings he has alfo obferv-P. 26. 


ed in a large proportion of the plantation flaves ; 
there are in general {carce any without a number of 
them. ‘They are nearly as large as a man’s finger 
above the fkin. , 

Mr. Bifhop told him, that in his plantation, at 
Speight’s Town, in Barbadoes, they had not bought 
a Guinea negro for upwards of 40 years, and that 
by good ufage there were a great many more now 
there than then. Mr. Bifhop told him, the encreafe 
was due to more having been born, than had died 


-on his eftate. Knows of no encouragement given 


to the marriage of flaves. ; 

Seamen are procured at Liverpool for the flave 
fhips, by merchants clerks, who intoxicate them in 
publick houfes, and fo get them on board. The 
publicans alfo get them in their debt, and if they re- 


fufe a Guineaman, fend them to gaol; the GuineaP. 27. 


captains are then informed, that if they want men, 
they may have fo many, for paying thefe debts; and 
if then they agree to go, they are fent on board, and 
never fuffered to come out of the fhipagain; if not, 
they remain in a gaol on a very fcanty allowance; 
has known many inftances himfelf. 

On board the veffels in which he failed, feamen 
were treated with the ereateft inhumanity, in the 
Pegey, captain Davis; for inftance, they were fo foon 
as when round the rock of Liverpool, brought to an 


allowance 
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179%. allowance of four pound of bread per week ; their 
“v4 chefts were ftaved and burnt, and themfelves turned 


P, 28, 


out from lying below. If any murmured, they were 
inhumanely beaten with any thing that came in the 
way, or flogeed, both legs put in irons, and chained 
abaft to the pumps, and there made to work points 
and gafkets.. The captain, as he pafied by, repeat- 
edly kicked them, and if offended at any thing they 
faid, immediately called for a ftick to beat them, and 
put their necks in an iron collar, with a chain. On 
the coaft of Guinea, if not releafed before their arri- 
val, they were made to row in boats back and fore 
ward, or any duty, in all their ‘irons, and the chain 
locked to the boat, and at night, when returned to 
the fhip, they were locked faft to the open deck, ex- 
pofed to the heavy rain and dews, without any thing 
to lie on, or cover them. This was a common prac- 
tice, but he adds, that not any of them died in this 
fituation. 

On board the Sally alfo, where the ij] treatment 
was general, one of the {eamen had both his legs in 
irons, a collar on his neck, and was chained to the 
boat for three months, and when he complained, was 
often beaten moft inhumanly, by both the captain 
and other officers. He grew at lenoth too weak to 
fit and row. He was then taken on board the fhip, 
and made to pick oakum, with only three pound of 
bread per week, and one-half pound of falt beef per 
day; his lees remained in irons, but the collar was 
taken off the latter partof the time. One evening, 
on the Middle Paffage, coming aft to beg for fome-~ 
thing to eat, or he fhoutd die, the captain inhuman- 
ly beat him, and then ordered him to go forward and 
die and be damned ; the man died that night, 

One Edward Hilton alfo, being out in the boat 
watering, complained of being long without meat or 
drink, on which the boat{wain beat and cut his head 
with the tiller. When he came on board all bloody, 
and was telling his {tory to Mr. Towne, the mate 
(by the captain’s order) with the furgeon and boat- 
{wain, 
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{wain, came forward, and beat him with canes (which 1791. 
they call ferving out grog) the furgeon’s cane ftruck -w™ 


his eye, which mortified, and was totally loft. His 
legs, when unable to ftand, were then put in irons, 
and next morning he was fent in his irons, on the 
fame duty in the boat, to which he was locked with 
a chain, until he was unable to remain any longer; 
he was then taken on board, and {till in irons, laid 
forwards, and by the furgeon’s advice, his allowance 
was ftopped. Hilton lying before the maft almoft 
dead, and Mr. Towne having received orders to go 
in the fhallop to Jack River, when under weigh, the 
commander of the fhallop was ordered to bring to, 
to take Hilton in, and to leave him on fhore any 


where; he died early next morning. Two brothers,P, 29, 


William and John Walker, were equally ill ufed. 
The general provifions of the crew were three 
pound of bread per week, and half a pound of falt 
beef per day. Water they had from the gun barrel, 
lafhed to the topmaft crofs-trees, which every one 
was to take down for himfelf; he was himfelf punifh- 
ed for giving the barrel to another half way up. 
Captain Colly, on board the Hare Snow, (as he 
heard from the people of the fhip at different times) 
killed his carpenter, carpenter’s mate, cook, and 
another man, and when the crew complained of thefe 
murders in Virginia, they were not redreffed, but 


fent on board, or threatened with the cowtkin, 39 


lafhes, the general punifhment of Guinea feamen, 
who are fuppofed to offend. He has feen many 
fhips, and always found the fame treatment as in his 
own. 

‘Captain Scrogham, of the Lilly Snow, inftead of 
complying with the requeft of a fick man, who came 
aft for fomething to eat, ordered him to be imme- 
diately ftripped, and feized to the main fhrouds, 
with his feet clear of the deck; he then {tripped 
him himfelf to the fhirt, and flogged him feveral 


times with a cat, the man ftill hanging by his hands; Pp, 30, 


when tired, he called on his officers to flog, but they 
| refuled, 


16 AFRICA, ToWwNr. 


1791. refufed, on which he made the men flaves come off" 
a lt “v4 the main deck, and flog him until he was dead, 
a ey _ The thip was then along-fide the wharf of Charle- 
AO A fton, South Carolina, where fome of the crew com- 
mt ing on fhore with the {urgeon and mate, who was the 
vee a fy captain’s brother, reported the murder 3 the corpfe 
i being brought on fhore next morning, Mr. Towne 
ik and many others, {topped and examined it, and had | 
mit a coroner’s inquelt, which brought in a verdi& of 
wilful murder, through the evidence of the furgeon 
and the captain’s own brother. Lord Charles Mon- 
Ha | tague, the Governor, fent officers on board to take, 
aati and confine the captain in gaol, which was accord- 
eet | ingly done, but for want of evidence he was afters 
ae | | ‘ wards acquitted. | 
-He has feen failors apparently difeafed and dif. 
abled, wandering about in the Weft Indies, with fore 
legs, which is common in Guineamen, emaciated ; 
he has known them. turned afhore by the Captains, 
et i and lie upon the beach and the wharfs, where man 
Ba a,b have died, as he has feen. They are called whar- 
aa fingers; none chufe to employ them for their wretch- a 
eect ed appearance, and ‘thus they are left defticute of @ 
{upport. He was himfelf thus left on fhore, with~ -7 
Out money or friends, at Charlefton, South Carolina, j 
if with two others, who died. That thefe failors came 
i) from the flave fhips he knows, from having inquir- 
Vi ed; but without inquiry, they are eafy to know, from 
| the abjeé& ftate of their appearance, dis 
P. 31. 1 FTe has repeatedly known Guinea failors jump 7 
overboard, and even from fhips he belonged to, on ¥ 
the Guinea coaft, where tharks abounded. Some 
have fucceeded in getting away, but on the offer of | 
a large reward, which was afterwards charged againft 
their wages, have been brought back by the natives, g 
and immediately punifhed inhumanly with irons, @ 
collar and chain, and locked as before to the boat, a 
to row on the duties of the fhip during the captain’s & ! 
pleature, with a very fcanty allowance; he has never | 
known 
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known failors jump overboard from any other than 179%. 
Guinea fhips. 


an i 


From the ill treatment he has feen, and the lofs 
of fuch numbers on board, both the fhips he belong- 
ed to, and was acquainted with, it is not his opinion 


that the African trade is a nurfery for feamen. 


He 


knows that the treatment of failors inthe Weft India 
trade, is not fimilar to that in the African; they are 


not fo hard worked ; 
always taken great care of by the captains. 


they live and lie well, and are 


He affigns as areafon, for ftaving and burning the P. 32. 
feamens chefts, that it was done to clear the fhips 
for flaves; their contents, which were wearing ap- 
parel, if no bag was found to put them in, were of- 


ten thrown overboard. 


The feamen’s bedding, 


well as their chefts, was thrown upon the deck, and 
none fuffered to le below but the captain and the 
mate; if caught below to fleep, they were feverely 


punifhed. 


This was the cafe of the fhips he failed 
in, both during the outward and Middle Paffage. 


The reafon of his being left on fhore at Charlefton 
was, the fear of returning to captain Evans, after 
having been refufed to be taken on board by a king’s 
fhip, to which he, and the two others, had applied 
for in vain; redrefs of grievances again{t captain 


Evans. 


Being afked whether he meant to affert, that what 
he has faid concerning Weft India punifhments, 
was the general practice, or only, that he has himielf 
feen the circumftances he has related, he anfwers, 
That he only meant to fpeak to fuch things as he 


was an eye-witnefs tA a number of times. 


Witnefs examined—Mr. CraxTon. 


Mr. Claxton failed in the Garland, Capt. Forbes, 
for Africa in 1788, as furgeon’s mate, and there on 


Numb. 4. 
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1791. the Bonny Coaft commenced furgeon to the Young 
pw Hero brig, Capt. Molyneux. 
BR 


They had 250 flaves, of whom 132 died, chiefly 
of the flux; fo crowded that they could only lie on 
their fides, if they did otherwife, it created quarrels 
among them : they ftowed fo clofe, that he could not 
§0 among them with his thoes without danger of 
hurting them. This crowded ftate ageravated their 
fufferings when ill, and tended to increafe the dif- 
order. It was impoffible to treat them with the ne« 
ceflary accommodations. The fteerage and boys 
room infufficient to receive the fick, fo greatly did 
the diforder prevail, they were therefore obliged to 
Place together thofe that were and thofe that were 
not difeafed, and in confequence the difeafe and 
mortality fpread more and more. The captain 
treated them with more tenderne{s than he has heard 
was ufual, but the men were not humane. Some of 
the moft difeafed were obliged to be kept on deck, 
with a fail fpread for them to lie on 
time, became nearly covered with blood and mucus, 
which involuntarily iffued from them, and therefore 
the failors, who had the difagreeable tafk of cleaning 
the fail, grew angry with the flaves, and ufed to beat 


them inhumanly with their hands, or witha cat. The 


flaves in confequence grew fearful of committing this 
involuntary aétion, and when they perceived they 
had done it, would immediately-creep to the tubs, 
and there fit {training with fuch violence as to pro- 
duce a prolapfus ani, which could not be cured. The 
fame punifhments were inflifted for the fame caufe on 
thofe who were not quite fo ill, NM 
Slaves, whofe flux was accompanied with fcurvy, 
and fuch cedematous fwellings of the legs as made 
it pain to move at all, were made to dance, as they 
call it, and whipped with a cat if they were re- 
luctant. fhe | 
The flaves both when ill and well, were frequently 
forced to eat againgt their inclinations, Were wae 
| pe 
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ped with a cat if they refufed. They ufed other 179. 
means {till worfe, and too naufeous to mention. Lomond 


The parts on which their fhackles are faftened are 
often excoriated. by the violent exercife they are 
forced to take, and of this they made many grievous 
complaints to him. 

That flaves, when firft brought on board, are com- 
monly dejected, he fhews by an inftance of nine 
purchafed on his paffage from Bonny to the Ifle of 
Bimbe, who were all very much dejected: one girl 
in paricular, clung to the neck of her feller, and 
though only ten or twelve years old, could not be 
comforted. She continued three or four days in 
that Gtuation. The whole cargo appeared more or 
lefs afflicted on leaving their country. 


Some had fuch an averfion to leaving their nativeP. 35. 


places, that they threw themfelves overboard, on an 
idea, that they fhould get back to their own country. 
The captain, in order to obviate this idea, cut off 
the heads of thofe who died, intimating to them, 
that if determined to go, they maft return without 
their heads. The flaves were accordingly brought 
up to witnefs the operation, one man excepted, who 
was at length, againtt his will, forced up, feeing, 
when on deck, the carpenter ftanding with his hatchet 
up ready to ftrike off the head,with a violent exertion, 
he got loofe, and fying to the place where the nettings 
had been unloofed, in order to empty the tubs, he 
darted himfelf overboard. The fhip brought to, 
and a man was placed on the main chain to catch 
him, which he perceiving, dived under water, 
and rifing again ata diftance from the fhip, made 
figns, which words cannot defcribe, expreflive of 
his happinefs in efcaping, He then went down, 
and was feen no more. A ftrict watch over them 
was now kept, yet ftill they found means to elude 
all precaution. One of the tubs being fet near where 
the nettings were lafhed to the bulk-head, tome of 


the flaves who had premeditated an efcape, underP, 3 


pretence of eafing themfelves, contrived, while fitting 
: 2 on 
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179%. Om the tubs, to unloote the lathing, fo that two 
wey actually threw themfelves Overboard, and were loft. 


Once imagined an infurrection was intended,— 
(See particulars, ) : 

They fing, but not for their amufement, The Capt. 
ordered them to fing, and they fang fongs of forrow, 
Their ficknefs, fear of being beaten, their hunger, 


generally fpeak the fame language, but there wag 

On€ man who fpoke a language unknown to all the 
reft, which made his condition very lamentable. He 
never took exercife but when compelled. His Gtua- 


tion (he believes) produced a {tate of infanity, and 
he died mad, | 


them. 


A confiderable number of flaves died in the early 
part of the voyage. After eight weeks at fea, they 


A Dutch {hip fupplied them with a little bread, and 

fufficient water. The food, notwithftanding the 
Mortality, was fo little, that if ten days more at fea, 
they fhould, as the Captain and others faid, have 
made the flaves walk the plank, that is, throw them. 
felves Overboard, or have eaten thofe flaves that died, 


upon 
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he had ever feen. 


without parents or other relations; there was one 
inftance of two fifters. 

At Rumbie the natives apprehenfive that they were 
going to war with them. Did not come off the 
coaft for fome time. Two canoes at length ventured, 


and inquired if they were come to war or trade: 


being told to trade, with apparent caution they at- 
tempted to come on board, and afked the captain if 
he had not two tongues. Captain aflured them he 


would not hurt them, on which one of them ven- 


tured on board, declaring if the captain killed him, 
thofe in the canoes would kill the fhip’s crew. The 
reft followed, and convinced that trace was the fhip’s 
object, defired that two might {tay to examine the 


goods; at the fame time requiring two hoftages, 


which was complied with. He knew another inftance 


of the fame kind. 


ftroy the ifland, afforded a proof of the fat. They 
were in arms all night, which obliged the crew alfo 
to arm. 
_. The natives have a particular pleafure in bartering 
what they have for European goods of any: kind. 
The flaves were fold in the Weft Indies in an in- 
fectious ftate, and fome that he believes were going 
to die, and accordingly out of 14 of this defcription 
only 4 lived. He apprized the feller’s agent of their 
danger, and his anfwer was, it would be beft to dif- 
-pofe of them immediately; but fuch as afforded 
hopes of recovery, he defired to have purchafed for 
himfelf, which was done, | 


| Witnefs 


2r 


upon the deck, and that it was the moft horrid fight 1791. 
a ad 


They had on board about fifty boys and girls, butP. 38. 


} Whilft lying off the Batteau iflands he heard of P. 39. 
| fome Europeans being cut off a littie before by the 
natives, and this from a perfon clofe by at the time, 
| fo as to convince him of its truth. The terror of 
| the natives on feeing the veffel, left they fhould de- 
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- Witnefs examined—L ieutenant SIMPSON. | 


1791. Mr. John Simpfon, lieutenant of marines, went 

“vw~ out in his Majefty’s thip the Adventure, and was on 

P. 40. the coaft chiefly from Settra Crue to Accra, in 1788 
and 1789. From what he faw, he believes the flave 

trade is the occafion of wars among the natives. 


-From thofe of the windward coaft he underiftood. 


that the villages were always at war, and the black 
traders and others gave as a reafon for it, that the 
Kings wanted flaves. If a trading canoe along-fide 
the fhip faw a larger canoe coming from a village 
they were at war with, they inftantly fled, fometimes 


without receiving the value of their goods. -On | 


inquiry, he learned their reafon to be, that if taken 
they would have been made flaves. | 


At C. Coaft Caftle, and other parts of the Gold 


Coaft, he heard repeatedly from the black traders 
the flave-trade made wars and palavers. Mr. Quakoo, 
chaplain at C. Coaft Caftle, informed him, that wars 
were made in the interior parts for that fole purpofe. 

There are two crimes which feemed made on pur- 


pofe to procure flaves, adultery and the removal of a 
fetiches. As to adultery, he was warned againft 
connecting himfelf with any woman not pointed out — 
to him, for that the kings kept feveral who were i 
fent out to allure the unwary, and that if found to ‘a 


be connected with thefe, he would be feized, and 


P. 41. made to pay the price of a man-flave. As to fetiches, 
confifting of pieces of wood, old pitchers, kettles, a) 
&c. laid in the path. ways, he was warned to avoid a 
difplacing them, for if he fhould, the natives, who, 
were on the watch, would feize him, and as before, 
exact the price of a man-flave. Thefe baits are laid _ 


equally for natives as Europeans, but the fornier are 


better acquainted with the law, and confequently 
more circumfpect, | | 


i 
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That the Europeans fometimes fraudulently carry 179%- 
off the natives on that part of the Windward Coaft “V™~ 


where there is no Englifh factory, he believes. The 
repeated inquiries and difinclination of the natives 
to come on board the fhip, till convinced fhe was 
not a flave-fhip but a man of war, confirmed his 
opinion. When they were fatisfied, they came on 
board readily, and in numbers. 

The natives fometimes retaliate on the Europeans 
for fuch injuries. From Albion flave fhip, at Settra 
Crue, learnt, that two chiefs being at variance, one 
of them feizing five of the other’s party, had fold 
them to the Albion, for which that party feized three 
of the Albion’s feamen, and would not releafe them 
without the flaves were returned. 


Believes if the flave-trade were abolifhed, theP. 42. 


indolence of the natives is not fuch as to prevent a 
commerce with them in their native produce; for to 
his repeated inquiries what they would do were it 
abolifhed, the black traders anfwered, they did not 
care, they fhould foon find fome other trade to 
live by. | 

Convinced the treatment of feamen on board 
Guinea fhips is very bad. When at Fort Apollonia, 
the Adventurer’s boat was hailed by fome feamen of 
the Fly Guineaman, begging to be taken in the man 
of war, for their treatment made their lives miferable. 
The boat was accordingly fent to the Fly by captain 
Parry, and one or two men brought on board. The 
Albion at another time, unable to avoid the Adven- 
ture, (which fhe tried to do) fpoke to her, and the 
captain brought a feaman on board, whom he wifhed 
to leave, complaining he was riotous and diforderly. 
The man, in every inftance, proved the reverfe, and 
from him he learned that he had been half ftarved and 
cruelly beaten, both by captain and furgeon, who 
neglected the feamen, faying he was only paid for 
attending the flaves. Alfo learned their allowance 
was increafed, and their treatment better, when in 


fight of a man of war; which was confirmed to him 
| by 


aus aif 


24 Arricas-W. Inpres. | Simpson, 


1791. by another man from a flave fhip, who had been left | 
weve behind with a fhockingly ulcerated leg, and recited 
various inftances of ill treatment he had received, | 
The Adventure’s boat having been fent to Anamaboo | 
P.43. to the Spy Guineaman, returned with three men con. | 
cealed under her fail, who fled from the flave fhip, 
where they complained their treatment had made 
their lives miferable, beaten and half {tarved. Be- 


fides thefe there were other inftances not remem- 
bered, 


Fle never heard any complaints from Weft Indja- 
men, or other merchant fhips: on the contrary, they 
wifhed to avoid a man of war; whereas if the Adven- 
ture had taken all who complained and offered them- 


felves from the Guineamen, it mutt have greatly |; 


diftreffed the trade. 
Has been in Barbadoes and Jamaica. When firtt 


at Bridgetown, his impreffion as to the treatment of — 


flaves by their general appearance was trivial, they 


were natives, houfhold fervants, and their labour | 


very light ; but was impreffed with the utmoft horror — 


on feeing the field flaves, fome working in irons, | 


under the lafh of an inhuman negro driver, and their 


backs in general lacerated by his blows. He never faw 


a gang without one or two Of thefe tormentors, {fnap- 
ping their whips, and threatening to make them a), 


feel them. 


When at Cape Coaft he faw flaves brought from 
the interior country, who were bought, he believes, 


by the then Governor, Mr. Norris, He examined 
them, and they appeared much concerned at coming | 


P.44. into the hands of Europeans. Dejeétion and defpair 
were ftrongly painted on their countenances. When 
at Bridgetown, he faw in the poor-houfe 18 or 20 
feamen, from different (lave fhips, They related va- 5 
rious inftances of the barbarities of their late com- - 7 
manders, who had left them behind without any 
means of getting home. They feemed very much 
emaciated, and fome of them ulcerated and in a 
condition in which they faid neither Weft Indiamen : 
nor - 
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only been beaten but nearly ftarved. 


~Witnefs examined—Doctor Harrison, M.D. 


He was above 10 years in Jamaica, from 1755 to 


j 1765, and in America from 1765 to 1778: in the Ps 44 


medical line in both. 

He had every poflible opportunity of knowing the 
ituation of the flaves, fecing them in fickuets, in 
rhealth, and often punifhed. Has becn on feveral 
fugar works in different parts of Jamaica, at all 


}feafons, for two or three weeks, fometimes only aP. 45. 


few days. | 
"The field flaves have land enough for their fupport, 


|had they time to cultivate it, They had no other 


food allowed on the eftates he was on, except fait 
-provifions at Chriftmas. New negroes were allowed 


la year’s provifions, that is, till they had cultivated 
their land. They had onlv holidays and Sundays to 


work it, which was not fufficient, for they muft work 
their grounds after dark. Saturday afternoon was 


j not allowed them on any eftate he knew. They 
looked much better than one could expect confider- 


‘ing their fevere treatment, but, in general very in- 
different. Believes on all eftates faves often plunder 


| other’s provifion grounds for fupport. In the firft 


inftance he knew of this, a flave was cut nearly all 


he heard and knew it to be frequent. | 
Not the leaft attention is paid to the religious 
inftruction of the flaves. 

They were very badly lodged, and had no clothes 
but what they get by their own exira labour, except 
at Chriftmas, 2 frocks and 2 pair Ofmaburgh trowlers 
for the men, and 2 coats and 2 fhifts for the women, 
-and fome had 2 handkerchiefs for the head. In 
general, their mafters give them no bedding at ail. 
Numb. 4. D Some 


nor men of war would receive them, They had not 1791. 


to pieces for it; but after he knew the eftates better, P. 46. 


W. Inpvies, Harrison? 


1791. Some new negroes have a few blankets, but not 
ee SCOOT 3 | 

They were not married, nor encouraged to bring 

up families; the univerfal opinion being, that it was 

better and cheaper to buy than to breed. Humane 

overfeers allowed complaining pregnant women to 

retire from work; but he has feen them labouring 

Day ie. in the field, when they feemed to have but a few 
Ps a } weeks to go. They were generally worked as long 
it as they were able. yy 
Par he eh Does not think proper attention was paid to the | 
SMM en P. 47. children, Thinks the labour he faw pregnant women. | 
i ae doing, mutt, at fome times, have injured them. 4 
ed Old flaves, paft labour, if they had no friends to } 
PREM tae give them neceffaries, muft have wanted every thing, — 
Maria ied | Has feen a number of thofe objects on different } 


RVers | eftates, 
a, eee They ufally work from fun-rife to fun-fet; fome-_ 
Bvingt ta times 13 or 14 hours, including 2 hours for dinner, 


ee a In crop they work night and day, without ceffation, _ 
Bae Grafs-picking, when he faw it, was always extra | 
si if work, and, on fome eftates, was a cruel hardfhip, 
ES Fie has always feen the driver with a whip in his — 
a sa hand, and fometimes exercifing it feverely, a 
Pu The plantation punifhments are fevere whippings, 

Neh chaining them by the neck and leg, putting heavy 
ee iron boots on their lees, and iron pothooks on their 

necks, and putting them in the ftocks. He has © 

often feen thefe punifhments infli@ed with what he ~ 

P. 48. thought capricious or feverity. .On an eftate, at i 

Liguanea, he faw the overfeer whip feveral old, — 

decrepid women very feverely, only for not picking — 

a a cotton enough, Has often feen negroes in chains, — 

Pea ee 2 half famifhed, and {carcely able to walk, compelled — 

a to’ go into the field. a 

re At Kingfton the negroes were flogged in the gaol, 

round the town, and on the wharfs. He thought | 
the whippings in gaol, and round the town, too 
fevere to be infli@ed on any of the human fpecies. 
He attended a man, who had been flogged in B20), 
lve 
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five or fix weeks before he was well. It was by his 1791- 
-mafter’s order; for not coming when he was called, <v™ 
He could lay two oF three fingers in the wounds 
from the whip. Knows of many fimilar inftances. 
The gaol and wharf whippings were by order of 
) the mafters or miftreffes, fometimes by the magil- 
“trate, but generally the magiftrate orders whipping 
| round the town. The punifhments of foldiers (which 
he has very often witneffed) were generally mild, 
| compared to the whipping of flaves in gaol or round 
| the town. 
_ Never knew flaves had any legal protection. The 
only protection they had, was from their matters 
 againft any indifferent perfon. Formed this opinion 
| from a multitude of unredreffed violences. Among 
| others, a negro was flogged to death, by order ot her 
miftrefs, who ftood by to fee the punifhment. The 
negro died a few days after.—A negro man was put 
on the picket fo long as to caufe a mortificarion of 
his foot and hand, on fufpicion of robbing his matter, 
a publick officer, of a fum of money, which it after- 
terwards appeared, the mafter had taken himielf, 
Yet the matter was privy to the punifhment, and the 
flave had no compenfation. He was punifhed by 
order of the mafter, who did not then chufe to make 
— it known that he himfelf had made ufe of the money. 
Neither the miftrefs nor mafter were profecuted for P. 49s 
thefe acts. ) 
|. A gentleman offended at a negro, named Monday, 
for mimicking him, bought him. After buying 
him, he ordered him to be flogged ; the confequence 
was, that Monday cut his own throat. | 
He thinks the abilities of the negroes equal to our Peo 80r 
own, and their difpofitions much the fame. The 
free negroes are as induftrious as the whites, and he 
thinks flavery caufes the unwillingnefs of the others. 
Jn general, flaves are not fo good mechanicks as 
whites, which he attributes to the fame caufe. Many 
free negroes are very sood mechanicks, < 
| e 
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Syn ona fituation, 


to aniwer for, 
anc 


they merited it, 


A negro boy of his, 


he retuied al] fu 
that killed him 


any white man, 


would be a fla 
him to be removed 

Were tied behind him, 
Jumped into the water, 
are two faéts of Dr, H 
Of a great Many which 


W. Inpies, 


He has often heard flaves lam 
A negro man on 
ther the old gentlemen of the cor 


ve to no man. 
to another eftate. 

and in going over a 
and appeared no mo 
arrifon’s own know 


Harrisoy, 


detefted flavery fo much, that 
Pport, which brought on a dr 
Another nesro, 
great man in his own country, 
and bein 
the overfeer, defired him t 


he cannot now recolleét. 


P: £0 A flave of his told him fhe had been kidnapped, 
| by being put ina bag, A man who was kidnapped 
told him he was 


a orear 


to the fea, that there was 


to the whites, 


frequent over all 
ten feparated, 
Out of compaffion, th 


the if 


her hufband. 


the martha] takes them 


though 
he has known them 


even beyond his 
kidnapping was common there, 
Sales of the flaves''g 


many months in travelling 
a traffick for flaves to {ell 
country, and that 


t diltreffed proprietors were 


and, when families were of- 


a 


rally part only of a famil 
Fle has heard feveral] 


would fave a creat deal 
it was nor ufed, 

Genera! 
Mott fuear, 


When he chances to feize a whol 
put all up in one lot; 
y was fo teized, 
Overieers fay, 
l of negro-labour, «and lament 


opinion favoured ¢] 
with little or no 


He bought a negro woman: and child 


at fhe might not b 
When ne 


the family on the eltate ; 


the plough 


10fe overfeers who made 
refpect to lenity ; but he 
knew 


ent their unfortu~ 
ce afked him, whe- 
intry had not much 
for not teaching them Chriftianity, 


for treating them {fo cruelly as they did, not 


allowing them to obtain their own freedom when 


oply 
who had been a 
refufed to work for 
g therefore punifhed by 
O tell his matter, that he 
His matter ordered 
His* hands 
bridge he 
re. Thefe — 
ledge, out 


e taken from 
grocs are feized for debr, 


s he can find them, which 
generally leaves a part of 


onal 
aaah 


_ vantage to his flaves. 
_ter ufed for it in every refpect. 
_ neral opinion, that the conduct of attornies was iften 
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knew one overfeer, remarkable for humanity, who 1791. 


made more fugar with fewer hands than others did —v~ 


with more. In his opinion, were flaves more en- 
couraged and more humanely treated, they would do 


much more work. 


Slaves were certainly worfe treated when thee 
matters were embarrafled; for their diftreffes ob- 
liged them to work their flaves beyond their ftrength, 
to make fugars to pay their debts. | 

The planter’s refidence was of the greateft ad- 
They were always the bet- 
It was the ge- 


inconfiftent with the intereft of non-refidents, and 
in many cafes very injurious to them. 

Tt is well known there, that negro women have 
no fecurity againit violation, unlefs their matters 


| choofe to protect them. 


He never thought free negroes fufficiently pro- 
tected againit injuries from whites; becaufe their 


} oaths were not allowed, except in cafes of debt. 


In the outikirts of Kineton, he has always feen fe- P, 530 


veral emaciated and difeated atta) who were left on 
fhore by matters of Guineamen, 

The Jamaica flaves were generally treated very ill, 
and only individuals treated them well. In South 
Carolina, the flaves were in general treated very well, 
and only individuals treated them ill. In S. Caro- 
lina, they were well fed, well clothed, lefs worked, 
and never feverely whipped. In Jamaica they were 
badly fed, indifferently clothed, hard worked, and 
feverely whipped. In S. Carolina, the negroes la- 
boured by tafk-work, which was often finifhed by 
three or four P. M. which enabled them to work 
their grounds, and to hunt and fith for themfelves. 
He never faw a driver with a whip, for generally 
there was no occafion for it, as they worked by tafk. 

In Doctor Harrifon’s opinion, as a medical man, 
the climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the in- 
ereale of flaves than that of Carolina, notwithftand- 
ing 
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1791. ing which difadvantage, Carolina increafed in flaves, : 
‘ev while thofe in Jamaica decreafed. Sufficient atten- |. 

tion was not paid to the rearing of negro children | 
even in Carolina, becaufe they were of opinion it was 


cheaper to buy new negroes than to rear children. 


i" 


1 Witnefs Examined,—Doétor Jackson, Phyfician, 
| He Stockton-upon-Tees. 


a | 
ame lt P. 54. = Went to Jamaica in 1774, refided there four years, _|, 
1. ee ae chiefly at Savannah-la-Mar, where he practifed me- | 
1 Le ee an dicine ; his profeffion led him daily, eight, ten, or | 
a more miles into the country ; has occafionally been, | 
Meee cars for a fhort time, at moft parts of the ifland. ! 
i On his arrival found the condition of negroes hard, 
: and their treatment cruel. h 
Firft thing that fhocked him was, a creole lady (of | 
fome confequence) fuperintending the punifhment of | 
her flaves, male and female; ordering the number of 
lafhes, and with her own hands flogging the negro 
| driver, if he did not punifh properly. 
oe Though this the only inftance he faw, believes it | 
| not uncommon for women of rank thus to fuper-_ 
intend punifhments of their flaves (p. 55): they | 
were not worle received in fociety for it; it might be | 
daid, ‘« fuch a one is a termagant,” but fhe was not | 
for that lefs refpected; it was indeed thought ne- | 
ceffary for an induftrious wife to be rigid in the pu- 
nifhment of her flaves. 

The punifhment feemed to him very fevere, blood. 
flowed at every ftroke, and if the allotted quantum 
could not, without danger to life, be given at once, | 

the negro was put into the ftocks for fome days, and 
_when a little recruited, received the reft of his | 
flogging. e 
‘, ge, As to mode of punifhing, in fome cafes the offender 
"was tied and ftood upright; in others more fevere, 
was ftretched between four ftakes, fo tight that ‘ 
coul, 
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could not fhrink or move; the whip, like what our 1791. 
wagegoners ufe, was thrown at the diftance of three —v~ 
or four paces, which of courfe greatly increafed the 
weight of the lafhes: for women too far advanced in 
pregnancy to be ftretched flat on the ground, a hole 
was dug in the earth to receive their bellies ; this 
laft he never faw, but is as certain of it, as one can 
be, of a fact he has not feen. 

Thinks fevere whippings fometimes occafion flave’s 
death : recolle€ts a negro dying under the lafh, or 
very foon after; it was generally faid the negro was 
killed by it; no attempt to bring the perfon toP. 56s 
juftice: people faid it was an unfortunate thing ; 
were furprized the man was not more cautious, as it 
was not the firft thing of the kind that had happened 
to him ; but chiefly dwelt upon the proprietor’s lois. 

Has feen flaves with a leg cut off, for running 
away, he was told: law there allows owners to do 
fo. Has heard of negroes caftrated for trefpafs on 
overfeer’s black miftrefs, of which act no account 
was taken. 

) Never knew a negro complain to a magiftrate of 
j his mafter: it was underftood he could not have 
| legal redrefs, or if fo, negroes were ignorant of it. 

In general, no attention paid to the religious 1n- 
| ftruétion” of flaves. In the diftrict where he lived, 
the church was never opened but for a company of 
foldiers quartered there; nor to introduce marriage 
/ among them. Negro men cohabited where they 
 pleafed. White men had unreftrained intercourfeP. 57. 
_ with plantation females. | 

| Negroes were generally efteemed a fpecies of in- 
| feriour beings, whom the right of purchafe gave 
the owner a power of ufing at his will. 

After much knowledge of them, he could not per- 
ceive them at all inferiour to unlettered white men 
_ in capacity. As to difpofition, they pofiefs many 
| amiable qualities. They are charitable to all in dif- 
 trefs; parents ftrongly attached to their children ; 
_ and many have given ftrongeft proofs of eeu 
an 


W.Inpores, JACKSON, 


1791. and attachment to their matters. To mention one 
Be ial) il tv inftance of this; during the American war, in the | 
i ih Gi action at the Cow Pan, a negro who was attached to | 

ie him, had efcaped with the fugitives of the army to | 

_ a diftance of two or three miles ; when, hearing from | 
fome foldiers that his mafter had been feen unhorfed, | 
he returned to the field to fearch for him, and fell] 

into the hands of the enemy. ie | 
They often complain they are an oppreffed peoples | 
that they fuffer in this world, but expect happinefs in 
the next, whilft they denounce the vengeance of 
ae ea ‘ _ . God on the white men their oppreflors : if you fpeak 
ie to them of future punifhments they fay, « Why 

Le ** fhould a poor negro be puntihed: he does no 

oer. ea “€ wrong; fiery cauldrons, and fuch things, are re- 
i) ie ““ ferved for white people, as punifhments for the Op-_ 

SMa uk ** preffion of flaves.” | 

ee P. 58, — Were flaves well ufed he cannot conceive why they | 

beh ee 8 fhould not keep up their numbers : they are naturally 

prolifick, and the iflands are in Seneral congenial to 

i} their conftitutions. so 

fi The buying fyftem was generally preferred, _ Sup-. 

a poles, they are frequently loft, from mothers being 

forced to work while nuries, as at other times, andfo 

becoming indifferent to rearing their children; not. 

ven that they want parental affection, but hafd ufagey 
il and the idea of rearing children fubject to cruel treat- 
ment, leads them to. with their offspring may fail, 
Fias heard them with them dead, or that they had. 

_ never been born, rather than be forced to fee them 
daily punifhed : hence alfo they are fuppofed to pro- 
cure abortion, to which mative may be added, a fear t 
in fuch as are handfome, to diminith their charms ia 
the eyes of white men, i. 


Slaves whofe owners are in embarrafted circum= 

é {tances are ill clothed, hard worked, and poorly fed. ' 
P. 59. In general, he confiders the hardfhip of negro held 
labour to be more in the mode, than in the quantity — | 


done. A white man in England would, doubtleis, 
though not fuperiour in flrength, do with eale che 
work 
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work of three negroes in the Weft Indies; becaufe 1791+ 
the flave feeing no end to his labour, ftands over te SoS 


appears to work without actually working. 
A planter’s intereft well underftood, would doubt- 


“Jefs prevent his wearing out his flaves by excellive 


labour; but, there are few in circumftances to at- 
tend to this: they look to the immediate returns of 
the feafon only; the other is a view too diftant for 


- the moft of them. 


The flaveseof refident owners are generally better 
fatisfied than thofe of abfentees. 

The criterion of a manager’s merit feemed to be the 
increafing the number of hhds of fugar; keeping up 
the ftock of flaves by breeding, was not the thing 
principally looked to. _ 

Managers have almoft always flaves of their own. 


work, and only throws the hoe to avoid the lafh, he*- 59> 


Field flaves have land given them, fufficient if inP. 60. 


good culture, for their fubfiftence, and fomething 
over to carry to market. Many are allowed to keep 
a breeding fow, or fome poultry; in ceneral they 
have no other property. 

Asa medical man, is of opinion that white arti- 
ficers may, and actually do, work at their trade in 
the Weft Indies; that Europeans are, with proper 
caution, equal to the ordinary field labour, without 
any material injury to health; he knows from per- 
fonal experience, they may fately walk 20, 30, or 
more miles a day. 

The mortality among the troops may be afcribed 
more to want of difcipline, encampments on un- 
healthy fpots, immoderate ule of {pirituous liquors, 
and perhaps defects in the medical department, than 
to climate. 

‘Did not perceive any great defect in the medical 
treatment of flaves, every eftate being provided with 


a medical perfon who vifits the negro hofpital atP, 61, 


{tated times in the week, and in extraordinary cales 
gives immediate attendance when called, 
Numb, 4. be | The 
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1791. The manager vifiting the fick alone with the furs | 
““y geon, from his ‘frft entering as a bo 
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/ 
ok-Keeper, be- } 
complaints : in | 
te who can let | 


comes equal to'the treatment of flight 
Seneral there is a flave on each efta 
blood, and do other common things. oF 

Superanuated flaves who have no relations, are, | 
he believes, often placed at the corner of a corn field, 
and have a few plantanes weekly to keep them from 
dying with hunger; fuch of them as he has feen, 
were, dirty and emaciated to the laft decree, 

What flaves have occafion to carry,” they bear on 
their heads, and can Carry great weight in this way. 

Runaways are brought back by the Maroons. | 
joined his regiment (7ift) | 
in 1778, at York IMand, accompanied it to Savannah ; 
traverfed all the fouthern provinces with the army to 
York-Town, Virginia; on its furrender, paffed 
through Maryland, Pennfylvania, and Jerfey; >to) 
New-York. ‘The negroes of America appeared to 
great advantage compared with thofe of Jamaica ; 
their ideas were more expanded, and their bodily 
exertions greater. _ | 

Thrice more domefticks are kept in Jamaica than 
would be in England for the fame work. 4 


Witnefs Examined,—Capt. Rozert Ross. 


Captain Robert Rofs was from 1762 to i786 in 
Jamaica. For three years and a halt he was book~ — | 
keeper then on Mr. Dawkin’s eftate; he was in fuc- a | 
ceflion overfeer on Mr, Morant’s, Lord Dudley’s, | 
Dr, Rofs’s, and Mr. M‘Lellan’s; he then com- " 
manded a company of rangers for fix years; fettled 


| 

) ap Be ; ; | 
a property of his own in 17753 refided on it from i | 
1781 to 1786, when he came home. ea 


Firft impreffion on fecine the treatment of flaves 
was, that they were cruelly treated, and that they 
might 


bey 
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might do their matters work with lefs feverity, and 1791. 
on ied 


without the whip. 
Has feen a negro woman flogged with ebony 


buthes, fo that the {kin of her back was taken off 
down to her heels; fhe was then turned round and 
flogged from her breaft down to her waift, and in 
confequence he faw her afterwards walking upon all- 


four, and unable to getup. He alfo faw a negro man 
tied up by the writts, naked, picketted and flogged 


with two whips; driver ftopped for fome minutes 
and then began again. The punifhment might laft 
an hour and a half, and was not by order of a ma- 
giftrate, but privately by the overfeer. At Kingfton 
faw a negro flogged by his matter with a two inch 
rope, from his neck to the waifttband, fo that his 
back and body rofe in lumps as big as a man’s fin- 
ger, He has feen feveral fo feverely flogged as to 
be difabled from working for days, and even weeks 
after. 

Was acquainted with a mafter who cut off theP. 
ears of a flave running away, and acknowledged the 
fac to him. Saw the flave both before and after; 
and feveral others he has alfo feen with one ear cut 
of. He has known often feverity of punifhment, 
with bad care afterwards, occafion the death of ne- 
eroes. 

Law limits number of lafhes to be given in private 
punifhment to 39, but has known negroes receive 
200 at a time by order of overfeers, where the law 
would only give 39. Never knew an overfeer pu- 
nifhed for inflicting them. 

Is fure they were inflicted by overfeers for crimes 
which the law upon conviction would not have pu- 
nifhed with death. 

It is underftood if a flave applied to a magiftrate, 
he could get redrefs for exceflive punifhment, or wan- 
ton cruelty on the part of his matter or other white 
-perfon. In towns he has frequently known them 


apply, but not in the country. 
2 General 


64. 
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179%.  Gencral mode of punifhing flaves in the towns is: 


pea by fending them to wharfs or workhoufes, 
sel 


where they } 
are punifhed at the will of their Owners, In towns. |, 


where the magiftrate was nigh at hand, underftands 
they gave redrefg to the flaves who applied as before 
for it. | ; 

For fome years he refided near the town, but not 
in any of them, and in that period he has known 
many inftances of feverity. Numbers carried to the 
wharfs at various times, | 

Inftances of extreme feverity already ftated were all 
at that time practifed in the country. Generality of 
the field-negroes in every place were more or lef 
marked with the whip. 3 

as known many negroes on their firft arrival, finding 
themfelves to be flaves, deftroy themfeives ; and fome 
alfo on feeing their fellow-creatures punifhed. They 
often run away too for fear of the whip, and of be. 


Overfeers alfo are more attentive now- to keeping 
up the ftock of flaves by breeding than formerly, 
{xcept Lord Dudley’s eftate, he knows of none 
which were not obliged to buy flaves, 

here has been a confiderable increafe of flaves 
on the eftate of Meffrs. Muir and Atkinfon, and on 
Mr. Malcolm’s eftate, where the Over 


reft. Thefe the only inftances of the kind he knows. | 
A negro can have no redrefs for punifhment from 
amagiftrate. What induced him to fay that a flave 
could obtain legal redre{s Was; that a negro who was 
fogged at the wharf at Kingfton, and afterwards was 
fo beaten about the head, that his eye was knocked 
©ut, and lay upon his cheek, faid that he would go 
fhew his eye to Mr, French, who kept a negro vege 
| and 


| 
} 
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and had therefore a great attachment to flaves ; but 1791. 
from Mr. French as a magiftrate, <W™ 


as to having redrefs 
he never underftood he had any. - 
Does not know if the perfon who beat out’ the 


flave’s eye was his owner or only one hired by him. 


A dozen white perfons were prefent at the time. 
Does not know that the man was ever called to anP. 67. 


account for it. 


‘There is a law in Jamaica forbidding owners at 
one time and for one crime, to give more than 39 
lathes to a flave, and if fufficient evidence were pro- 
duced he has no doubt that the tran{greffor might be 


called to an account by a magiftrate, but the evi- 
dence of a negro is not good againft a white man. 


He has feen overfeers give above 200 lafhes, and 
afterwards flog flaves about the head and fhoulders 
with a cow fkin ; he never heard of one being called 
to account for it before a magiftrate. 

He faw Mr. John Shackle a magiftrate in Jamaica 
flog a negro three times in one day; at breakfaft 
time; ‘dinner time, and at fix in the evening. The 
negro was in the ftocks between the flogeings. No 

ublick notice was taken of it. | 

As to perfons commonly reputed to have mur- 


dered negroes—— 
* * % 


* * ea & 
& * # * *% * 6 
% * % 7 * % % 


he had hanged-a negro on a poft clofe to his houle, p, 6g, 
and in three years deftroyed 40 out of 60 by feverity, = 
. . # # y ¥ % 


bes! Pou aba * a cance * 
_ He has known flaves feverely punifhed, then put 
Gnto the ftocks, a cattle chain of 60 1b. or Poros 
weight put on them, and a large collar about their 
necks, and a weight of “56 |b. fattened to the chain 
when they were drove afield. They often dieina few 


days of their fevere punifhments, for having but little 
ei ; ood, 


Se ee SSS 
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1791. food, and little care, to keep the fores clear after the | 
“vw whipping, their death is often the confequence, f 
Jas known negroes flogged as unwilling to work, |: 

who were in fact fick and unable to work, they could 

not work for many weeks after, and the caufe was 


often want of food. 


Where there are Many negroes the work muft be 
P. 69. lighter, but it depends on the lenity of overfeers. 


Bought sg African negroes, but was never forced 


to buy any one he did not like, with a view of not 
{eparating relatives, 


Witnefs Examined,—Mr. Henry Coor, of Settle, 
Yorkfhire, Gent. 


P. 69. Was in Jamaica 1 5 years, ending 1774, as a mill- 


wright, chiefly in Weftmoreland, but did bufinefs in 
three other parifhes. 

After he had been near 18 months there, he had 
16 or 20 flaves under his direction, Had about 20 
of his own, whom he made mill-wrights and car- 


P, 7% penters, among Mr. Beckford’s negrocs. After they 


learnt their bufinefs, he became partner with one 


David Thomas, who {uperintended his Mr. (Coor’s) 4 


flaves, with a few of his Own. 

Flad great opportunities of obferving field-ne- 
Stces’ treatment: was on fevera] eftates daily, and 
had people conttantly working there. Generally 
breakfafted, and often dined with Overfeers, and faw 
all their a€tions as muchas any man poffibly could, . 
Overfeers fetting flaves to work, in the morning, 
was moftly attended with loud peels of whipping, 
Obferved when overfeers came carly to the feld, 
flaves who came afterwards were fure of whipping | 
Over the clothes. Breeches for the men, and petticoats — 
for the women, generally of coarfe linen. In this 
cafe, afew fteps before they join the gang, they 
throw down the hoe, clap both hands on their heads, 


and 


W. INDIES. : Ross. 
and patiently take 10 to 15, 


be ftretched on the ground, or held by four of their 
fellows, till they had received their compliment. 
This flight whipping, as it is generally called, is car- 
ried on, more or lefs, allday. Ina gang of about 100, 
are generally four or five black drivers, with each a 
whip; and in mott fields, one or two white drivers who 
have only fticks to lean on, while they ftand along 
the line, and direét the black drivers to touch up thofe 
they think remifs. About eight o’clock the over- 
feer goes to breakfaft, and if he has any criminals at 
home, he orders a black driver to follow him; for 
itis then ufual to take fuch out of the ftocks, and flog 
them before the overfeer’s houfe. ‘The method ge- 
nerally is this : the delinquent is {tripped and tied on 
a ladder, his legs to the fides, and his arms above 
his head, and, fometimes a rope is tied round his 
middle. The driver whips him on the bare fkin, and 
if the overfeer thinks he does not lav. it on hard 
enough, he fometimes knocks him down, with his 
own hand, or makes him change places with the de- 
linquent, and be feverely whipped. Has known 
many receive on the ladder, from 100 to 150 lafhes, 
and fome two cool hundreds, as they are generally 
called. Hlas known many returned to confinement, 
and, in 1, 2, or three days, brought to the ladder, 
and receive the fame complement, or thereabouts, 
as before. They feldom take them off the ladder, 
until all the fkin, from the hams to the {mall of the 
back, appears only raw flefh and blood, and then 
they wafh the parts with falt pickle. This appeared 
to him, from the convulfions it occafioned, more 
cruel than the whipping, but was done to prevent 
mortification. Has known many, after fuch whip- 
ping; fent to the field, under a guard, and worked 
all day, with no food but what their friends might 
give them, out of their own poor pittance. He has 
Known them returned to the ftocks at night, and 
worked next day, fucceffively. This cruel whip- 
pings 


or 20 lafhes: but thofe 1791- 
who could not ftand without fhrinking, were fure to “~~ 
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Coor, 


ledge, made many commit fuicide 


ay, ran into the woods, and all cy 
gether. He could relate fevera 


(p. 74.) He has been often a juryman in fuck cafes, 


** de fe,” and €xcept once, never knew it oppofed, 


Pe ee Over his head. The negro told him he had broke 
ae | Bl his arm, which he held up to ward off the blow; 


Se ine and next morning was found hanging to atree, An 
dip ie | eye-witnefs declared, in evidence, he believed the 
1 eae ae negro’s arm was broke, and thar this cruel treatment 
yee’ oh i -made him kill himiblevac a: doétor agreed the arm 
bi Hak He ! was much {welled, but could not fay It was broke, 
itis | After a long canvas, the verdict was, as ufual, felf 
3h a murder, The Gold Coaft negroes, when driven to 
a defpair, ‘by harfh ulage, always cut their throats ; 
ac and thofe of the moft inland country, moftly hang 
| ae themfelves. 
en ss ~ Once, when dinin 


8 with an overfeer, an old wo- 


ay a few days, was brought - 
a home, with her hands tied behind After di 


: inner 
Sh a the overfeer, with a clerk, named Bakewell, took the 
NR al 8 woman, thus tied, to the hot houfe, a place for the 


fick, and where the ttocks 


houfe, he afked his men, who, and what it was, they 


faid they thought it was old Quafheba. About 5 
o’clock the noile ceafed. q 


leaving work, Bakewell came to him, apparently in 
great {pirits, and faid, <«« Well, Mr. Coor, old Qua- 
** fheba is dead. We took her to the ftocks room ; 


** the overfeer threw a rope over the beam; I was 
. “ jack ketch, and hauled her Up, till her feet was 


» OG 


1791. ping, hard working, and ftarving, has, to his know-| 


- Remembers 14], 

a i flaves, who, from bad treatment, rebelled on a Sun. |) 
ae | i | t their throats to- |) 

1 other inftances, } 


and remembers no Other verdiat given thar ** Felon it 


and that Was a flave on William’s- Field eftate, who | 


Paha) P. 72, yet he kept on beating him, till the man {prang off, | 


» and about the time he was 9? 
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_* off the ground. The overfeer locked the door, 1791. 
|< and took the key with him, until I now returned “~~ 
«with a flave into the ftocks, and found her dead.? P. 73: 
Mr. C. faid, ‘“* You have killed her; [ heard her 

« cry all the afternoon.” ' He anfwered, ‘* D—n 
«her for an old b—h, fhe was good for nothing, 

| «© what fignifies killing fuch an old woman as her.” 

| Mr. C. faid, “ Bakewell, you fhock me,’ and left 
him. The next morning, his men told him, they 

had helped to bury her; fo here it refted, till ano- 

ther affair brought it on the carpet The poultry 
keeper, a girl about 11 or 12 years of age, brought 

the overfeer a young duck that had died, to clear 
herfelf of having killed it; that not fatisfying him, 

he beat her very feverely himfelf, and then forced 

her to eat up the duck guts, feathers and all, threat- 

} ening her with 5 times as much beating, if fhe did: 

not. The girl thinking more would kill her, tore 

and eat every bit of it. In the evening fhe com- 
plained to her mother, who went, at night, and com- 

} plained to Mr. Becktord’s attorney, of that and other 
 Cruelties of the overfeer; and for one, the ftory of 

old Quafheba, referring for proof of all, to Mr. 

1 Coor, who was all the time on the eftate. The at- 

J torney fent for him, Mr. C. to wait on him next 
morning, which he did, and told him old Quatheba’sP, 73. 
| ftory, as related. He was very angry at him, afking 

him how he could fee his matfter’s flaves murdered 

) fo, without telling him (the attorney) of it. He 

faid it was not his bufinefs to tell him, but fuch 
_cruelties were fo common on the eftates, that he had 

| thought no more of it. The overfeer fuffered no le- 

gal punifhment. The attorney appeared very angry 
 .with him, at the time, but all was fettled, and he 

- went on as ufual for about half a year, when he 
was difmiffed, Mr. C. cannot exactly fay for what. 

_ He thought the treatment by the overieers inP, 74, 
general, very fevere. He did not think this feve-~ : 
rity-neceflary, for many fubftantial reafons he could 
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give. He proved it himfelf from ocular demon= 


One George White, kept up fo fharp a difcipline 
over a gang of flaves, which fell under his (Coor’s) | 
care afterwards, that he generally flogged them very | 
feverely for the fmalleft faults, fo that. he reduced | 
them both in their perfons and faculties, They were | 
never witliout fores, from his cruelty, The flog- | 
gings quite difabled them from ufing the little lei- 
fure they had in working their grounds, which was 
their chief fupport. Hence they became poor both Mf 
in body and property, and fubject to theft, which he | | 
moitly attributed to want; for their fores from beat- i | 
ing made them unwilling to ftir, when at leifure. i) 
When thefe flaves came under him (Mr. Coor) he 7 } 
ufed them kindly, excufed {mall faults, promifed re- | | 
wards for good behaviour; fuch as. allowing them i] 
time to work their grounds. Fis firft care was to ‘a 
fee them make a good ufe'of this time ; but afterhe 
found their grounds thriving, he had little more to a 
do, and in a few months, from a poor, {cabbed, ill- 
looking, -difpirited gang, they became fat, fleek, a 
lively, and worked as chearfully as ever he faw work- bt . 
men in England; and he could have done more work a 
with them, in one-third lefs time, than White could: i © 
have done with all the force of the whip. . Good fe 
treatment changed their very morals: he could have 2. 
trufted them with any thing. Being a lieutenant, he 7 
was once ordered out after outlaws, by the colonel, 4 


| 


leave to-chufe a ferjeant’s guard of the ; q 
he told the colonel, if he pleafed he 


(Mr. Coor) would arm his flaves for that duty, 


as he could have expe&ed in Englifhmen. They, 
pitched their tents round his, faying, they would all “f 
die, fooner than he thould be hurt. Thofe flaves 
were under his care 132 years, during whichhe never 
flogged one of them. They would have been more 
afhamed of a fimall tap, with a fupple jack from his_ 


and found as much fidelity in them, 


ee de 
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100 lafhes from their former matter. i 
They. 7 
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They were grateful in the higheft degree. On Sun- 
day, they often would bring hima fowl, as a prefent, | 
and never killed a hog, but they faved fome choice 
part for him. He could mention a variety of other 
inftances of their gratitude and affection to him. 

An eftate, at which he did bufinefs at times, in his 
neighbourhood, belonging to a Mr, Dunn, was a 
{mall one when he firft went there, not from want of 
land, but of negroes. It then made about 50 hhds, 
of fugar. He worked his flaves moderately, and his 


43 


1791. 
ee ied 


wife took great care of the fick, lying-in women andP, 88. 


children, who feemed to fwarm on this eftate, and 
he never heard any complaint of the locked jaw there. 
To Mr. C’s knowledge, in a few years, this eftate 
doubled its produce, and before he, Mr. C. left Ja- 
maica, he had fettled another thriving eftate, under 
his eldeft fon, which thea made about 60 hhds, and 
all, to the beft of his knowledge, had arifen out of 
the fmall ftock of flaves before-mentioned, except 


fix new negroes bought. He could not but haveP. 39. 


known it, had more been bought. A neighbour- 
ing eftate to this, whofe fituation was far fuperior for 
health and eafe in getting provifions, yet perpetually 
decreafed in flaves, owing, in his, and other peoples 
opinions, to inhuman treatment. - The owner, who 
managed it himfelf, very often, to Mr. C’s know- 
ledge, bought 20, 30, or 40 new flaves at alot, and, 


jn about 10 or 11 years, the eftate was very much 


reduced, both in produce and negroes; fo that from 


good circumftances, his credit was in that time re- 
‘duced to a very low ebb, which, he verily believes 
vi ) : ) 


arofe from ill-treating his flaves. It would be tono 
purpofe to tell the particulars. Some inftances of 


his capricious cruelties are too bad-to relate. 


He has always thought the rearing of children well 
worth the planter’s notice ; but fo inattentive did he 
always find them to it, that he has heard overfeers 
fay, they would far rather the children fhould dic 
than live; nor did he ever fee any proper prepara- 
tion for the reception of them, ‘The fides of the 
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179! huts they are born in, 
berms 


P, gt. 
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When the child is born 


3 


fecr for fomething for the woman ; 


P. 90. and 2 or 3 pound of fale beef, 


enough, for they feldom 
never put the infant to 
days be over, for which 


ficid nurfes it, who probably h 


months old. Here he 
what effect the milk of 


are no more defence a 
the cold night damps, than one of our pafture hedges. 
Bedding they have none, but a board or bafs mat. 
the midwife afks the over- 
a bottle of rum, 
which does well | 

But they } 


Coor. 


fail to recover. 


the mother’s breaft, till 8 
time a 


fubmits to medical] men, 


a woman, hardly wrought |. 


and poorly fed, under a vertical fun, would have on 


a tender infant. 
rally about the 8th day. 


lamentable, not only from humanity, but intereft, for 


They moftly die convulfed, gene- 


This want of care is more 


if they furvive the 8th day, they moftly do well, and 
he very feldom remembered any dying, from the 8th 


day to the 8th year. 


What convinces him farther it 


is for want of care, is, becaufe, where they have warm 


houfes, kindtreatment, and the child fet to the mo- — 


ther’s breaft, he very feld 


om Knew, any die; and it 


was neither labour nor expence to raife them, after 
the fatal 8th day was over. It is his firm opinion, 


that with kind and judicious treatment of the infants, 
increale, without any im= © 


the flaves in Jamaica will 
portations from Africa. 


It was more overfeers object to work flaves out, 


and truit for African fupphes, than work them mo- 


derately, and keep them u 


‘* or 4" more hhds, per y 
*‘ and though I have kil 


** adequate to the lofs.” 


or oa ih} 
ihe flaves can expeét no redrefs, but from the at- — 


lave Commiffions on the | 
and, if they give ear to the flaves com- 


torney. Many of them | 
produce, 


p by breeding ; for he has 


heard many fay, “ ] have made my employer 20, 30, — 


ear than my predeceffors, 
led 30 or 4o negroes per 


year more, yet the produce has been more than | 


plaints, the overfeer will tell them he will leave the 


eftate, If he makes great 


crops, Mr. C, has often 
obferved 


cainft 


woinan out of the 
as a child 9, 35 OF ee 
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‘obferved the attorney wink at his prefling the flaves righ . 
to perform more work than human nature could bear. “~~ 

Mott of the field flaves are marked with the whip, 
not only Africans, but creoles. Has known many 
very well difpofed creole negroes, that have had 
-wheals from their hams up to the fmall of their 
‘backs; but this is nothing thought of, as itis fo 
common. | 
It is natural to think that flaves will fuffer from 
their mafter’s being in debt; for they are cenerally 
hard worked, and ill clothed and fed. He could 
mention, as inftances, 2 or 3 neighbouring eftates. 
Dometticks are very often treated ill, without re- 
_drefs, from their mafter’s caprice. He has heard 
| many fay, they would rather be under the field hard- 

fhip, than inthe houfe. He boarded about 6 monthsP. 91. 
with a doétor, who ufed his field-flaves ill, but he 
daily faw how his domefticks were treated. He 
made no more of knocking down his waiting-boy, 
‘ than if he had been a piece of wood, for what Mr. C. 
| thought no fault at all. ‘Two houfe-wenches were 
"treated the fame way. One of them having broken 
a plate, or fpilt a cup of tea, he nailed her ear toa 
| pot. Mr. C. remonftrated in vain. ‘They went to 
bed and left her there; inthe morning fhe was gone, 
having torn the head of the nail through her ear. 
She was foon brought back, and when he came to 
breakfaft, he found fhe had been very feverely whip- 
ped by the doctor, who, in his fury, clipt both her 
ears off clofe to her head, with a pair of large {cil- 
|” fars, and fhe was fet to pick feeds out of cotton, a- 
mong 3 or 4. more, emaciated by his cruelties, until 
they were fit for nothing elfe. This girl never ap- 
plied for legal redrefs. The negroes cenerally 
thought they could have no redrefs, but from their 
matters or attornies. He believes no more’ notice 
was taken of the deed, than if he had cut off his dog’s 
ears. Thinks fome magiftrates could hardly milfs 
knowing it; for feveral vifited at the doctors. The 
girl waited at table with her ears off. 
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He never knew a field Nave h 


fible for fuch to get any pro 
even tradefmen pofiefs any thing, th 


flave, 


ave more than a |, 
and a few poultry, and thinks it impof- | 
perty. Never knew 


ough they have | 
More Opportunities of accumulating than a feld.— 


Whatever they could {pare fr 


Slaves were forced to carry from their grounds, 


om the bread of their 


! 
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t 
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buried, the negroes woul 
night, to eat them thro 
rally faid to be done, to 
cating them, left it thould breed diforder 


family, to buy falt provifions for al] the week. One t 
» More or lefs, |, 


negro would carry abouc 4 bits worth 
according to the varying market price, which the 
lay out in eatables or clothes; for, in 
had only ¢ yards of cloth, worth about 
or feven-pence half-penny per yard, a 
Slaves were fed inany ways, but the moft common 
was, depending on their little grounds. The poor- 
er, who never had {pirits or ability to cultivate them, 
depended on fome one of the plantation flaves, for 
whom they worked all the little time they were al- 
lowed. Does not {peak of new negroes; for the 
are generally diftributed to the plantation flaves, who 
have the beft grounds, under. whom they work all 
‘the little time they are excufed from their matter’s 
bufinefs. They have land, which overfeers think 
they fhould bring into fome order, while under the. 
Jaid negroes; but too often, from quarrels with the 
matter flaves, they are turned out of doors before 
their grounds are in perfection, and obliged to fteal 
or beg. Thinks this the greateit reafon why there. 
are lo many bad flaves, Slaves land, wherever he 
has been, is quite fufficient 
to work it, 2 | | 
Dead mules, horfes, cows, &c. were all burnt, 
under infpedtion of a white man. Ffad they been 


ugh hunger, 
prevent the negroes from — 


On Shrewfbury eftate, the overfeer fent fora flave, 


and in talking with him, -he hattily truck him on 


the 


general, they 
feven-pen Res 


3 but they have not time. vm 


d have dug them-up in the 
It was. genes 


wis 1) 
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the head with a fmall hanger, and gave him two 1791. 
frabs about the waift. The flave faid, ‘ Overfeer, —v™ 


«© you have killed me.” He pufhed him out of the 
piazza, The flave went home and died that night. 


He was buried, and no more faid about it. Mr. C’s 


houfe was on this eftate, near the overfeer’s houtfe. 


About 6 months after, the overfeer moved thence, 
to Anchovie-Bottom eftate, why, Mr. C. cannot tell; 


but knows it was not for this. This was about 


1970. He was called a very valuable overfeer, as 


he worked the flaves hard, and made great crops of 


fugar. It was generally believed he had killed 2 
| more at Anchovie-Bottom; as a proof of this,—it 


being whifpered, among the neighbours, that thefe 


| two made three flaves he had killed, and it being 


looked upon then, that the killing of three flaves 
was capital, he thought proper to go privately away, 


I and Mr. C. never heard more of him. A. Mr. Foot, 
(an inferior attorney under Mr. Herring) Mr. C. isP. oz, 


clear, knew the particulars of the firit-mentioned 


} murder, having often talked with him on that, and 
] many fimilar fubjects; but knows not, if Mr. Foot 


told it to Mr. Herring. He never heard of the leaft 
attempt to bring the overfeer to juftice; but has 
heard Mr. Foot fay, he was a very cood overteer, 
but a d——<d wicked dog when drunk. Mr. C. is 
pretty clear he was drunk when he did that deed. 

The flaves allowed food, in Jamaica, was moftly 
herrings. He has known about 2 barrels among 
100, 150, or 160 flaves, at a time; about once a 
month or fix weeks; and he is clear, that every 
common man’s fhare, was very feldom above 7 or 8 
herrings. The field-negroes had no other allow- 
ance; and fometimes he has feen herrings fo rotten, 
as to have been meafured out, all mafhed up like a 
porridge. 

He bought 6 boys and 2 girls from a Guinea fhip. 
He took a flave with him to interpret, and who 
afked the flaves he bought, if they had had the yaws. 
They all told him they had, their fkin being then 
very 
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1791. very clean and black ; but in 6 weeks or two months, 
“r— they all broke out violently with the yaws. They 
then {poke a little Englith, and he afked them, if 
i a they had not the yaws in their country. They faid | 
HEE ORES yes; but when they came near buccra country, the 
areas) | fll P. 96. buccra on board rubbed them with fomething that 
made their fkin clean. He has known feveral Guj- 
neamen in port 2 or 3 weeks, before declaring fale, 
or allowing any inhabitant to go on board (which 
Piiteieey i they never allow, until they have declared fale) and 
bi } it was always reported, that this delay was to get the 
AE stil ict flaves in proper trim for fale. 
fy (Cea eae Jobbing gangs were increafing much when he left - 
Oo Jamaica. Every overfeer or white man, who had 
RHA ne ay money or credit, bought new negroes to-job them 
Me anna Fl out. He could have had £14 per cent. for his 
| money, in that way, and have had it infured; but 
ee maiters that work them themfelves in that way, make 
i much more. | ieee) 3 
oe Epidemicks are much more fatal to poor and ill 
Rs ht, fed, than to well fed, hearty flaves. But one fatal 
epidemick (a flux) prevailed while he was thene.Vede 
attacked all ranks of whites and blacks; and it was 
generally poor, ill fed negroes, that died of it. Few 4 
well fed negroes died of it, and not one white 
perion, | 
On fome eftates, the negroes provifion grounds: 
are clofe at hand; on others tolerably near; but he ue | 
knows feveral, where they were 4 or five miles of, | 
Always obferved negroes, who had grounds in to- 
lerable order, work with great pleafure; but thofe i 
who were turned into them only covered with woods, 
and bufhes, had very ill heart to begin upon them, 
and generally were obliged to {pend that time they. 
fhould have laid out upon their grounds, in working 
, under fome other negro, for prefent fupporte. . 
P. 97. Has often known the different offices of overfeer, 
doctor and attorney, on an eftate, filled by the fame 
perfon. ye 
Runaway 
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Runaway flaves never take refuge among the Ma- 1790. 
roons; for thefe are a check on them. They have -v~~ 


£3 per head for taking them, anda fhilling for every 
mile they bring them. 

On one eftate, moft of the flaves were chriftened 
and inftruéted by a perfon fent from Europe, and 
they were always the beft difpofed flaves in that 
neighbourhood ; but on no other eftates did he ever 
hear fuch a thing named. Of a number of flaves 
taken from Guadaloupe, one family was bought by 
a neighbour of his, and the doctor told him, the 
father of that family had prayers in his houfe night 
and morning. He does not remember the eftate, 
where the flaves were inftructed, buying any new 
flaves, and they were always very ftrong handed. 
He was very well acquainted with the whole gang, 
as he took care of their mills, &c. for moft of the 
time he was there. 

Promifcuous intercourfe was very common, both 
among the flaves, and between the white men and 
negro women. . There was no reftriction. It was the 
ereateft difgrace for a white man, not to cohabit 
with fome woman or other. No attempts were made 
to induce the men flaves to reftrict themfelves to one 
woman. It was not confidered any way diladvan- 
tageous to an eftate, for the men to have 1, 2, 3, oF 


4. wives, according as they could maintain them withP, 98, 


the produce of their little fpots of sround. The 
negroes wives were not at all fecure from the at- 
tempts of the overteer or book-keepers ; for though 
a man might know of his wife having lain with the 
overfeer or book-keeper, he dared not refent it, 
either to her or to them, for if he did, he would 
be fure of a very {mart flogging for it, though pro- 
bably on fome other pretext. 

In Bofton, Rhode-Ifland, New-York, New-Jer- 
feys, and Penntylvania, the flaves are treated much 
like farmers fervants in England, and he faw them 
carry on their matters bufinefs juft in the fame way. 
Where a matter had 3, 4, or more flaves, one of 
Numb, 4. G them 


49 


W. Inpres. Coors 


179%. them was moftly a leading man. He has often con- 
“ev verfed with fuch head man on farming, ploughing, 
é&c, and always found him very intelligent. 

Thinks a great deal of his evidence has tended to 
thew, that the behaviour of the negroes generally |; 
correfpond with their treatment. | 

At his firft going to the ifland, a common flogging 
would put him in a tremble, fo that he did not feel 
right for the reft of the day; but by degres it be- 
came fo habitual, that he thought no more of fee- 


ing a black man’s head cut off, than he fhould now 
think of a butcher cuttine off the head of a calf. 


Witnefs examined—Joun Gruss, 


Near Hay, Brecknockthire, — Farmer. ie | 


P. 74. Was in Montferrat from 1 757 to 1762; in Grand- | 
terre 1763; in Grenada 1764, and part 1765; in N. 
America reft of 1765; in St. Croix from 1766 to 
1772; in England 1773; in St. Croix 1774101798." | 
His firft impreffion in the Weft Indies was, that 
flaves were cruelly treated, feverely punifhed for | 
trifling offences, and not fufficiently fed. ee 
He arrived in crop time; there was then no food 
allowed, except a furnace of horfe-beans or potatoes: 
daily boiled for the weaker part of the gang. Out |! 
of crop, the allowance was from four to fix pints of — | 
horfe-beans, rice, or Indian corn, and four to fix t 


herrings weekly, to each flave. i Z- 
A great deal of land allowed them, but no time 
to cultivate it, except Sunday; when they were alfo 
obliged to pick large bundles of grals, morning and 
night; many too, watched the works in rotation; 
no other day was allowed in lieu of the time lof to _ - 
them on thefe occafions, a h 

Picking of grafs is ever a great hardfhip, particu 
larly in dry feafons : they are forced to do it on ae 
| AY Sy 


ei ee. 
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days, in the time allowed for dinner, and after 
fun-fet, 

Has often known flaves fteal from hunger. 

Knows of no care taken to inftruct flaves, or in- 
duce them to marry. 

Their capacity is good, and their difpofition better 
than might be expected from perfons fo untutored. 

Severe treatment is no ways neceffary. On two 
eftates where he lived, the increafe of the flaves, un- 
der a milder treatment, exceeded decreafe by one per 


cent. There was alfo more work done, as they didP, 76, . 


not run away as on other eftates, where treated ill. 

The flaves were very inhumanly treated on the 
eftate he lived on in Montferrat: the field gang was 
not afforted as to ftrength, the weak flaves being 
forced to work as much as the ftrong. 

Recolleéts feveral fhocking inftances of punifhment 
there; in particular, the driver, at day-break, once 
informed the overfeer, that one, of 4 or 5 negroes, 
chained, in a dungeon, would not rife: he accom~ 
panied overfeer to the dungeon, who fet the others 
that were in the chain to drag him out, and not 
rifing when out, he ordered a bundle of cane trath 
to be put round him, and fet fire to. As he ftill 
did not rife, he had a fmall foldering iron heated, 
and thruft between his teeth. As the man did not 
yet rife, he had the chain taken off, and fent him to 
the hofpital, where he languifhed {ome days, and died. 
Though the owner refided on the eitate, never heard 
that he condemned this conduét, which if he had, 
he, (Mr. G.) mut have knew it. He could, if ne- 
ceffary, relate feveral other inftances. ‘The overfcer, 
fo far from being punithed, or called to account for 
this action, was always in great favour with his 


matters. Slaves often ran away, and when retaken P. 77, 


were punifhed by fevere whippings, by chains, by 
very hard work, and often not releafed from the 
chain till, being fo emaciated, they were in danger 
of dying. The deaths exceeded the births more than 
two to one, The eftate did not proiper, the gentle- 
G 2 man 
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179%. man was almoft ruined by it. The mortality was 
““v—~ chiefly among the grown field flaves, by their being 


hard worked, cruelly punithed, and {fparingly fed, 

Thinks the flaves were often fo fatigued by the 
labour of the week, as fcarcely to be capable of 
working their own ground on Sunday, 

The marks of the whip were to be feen on almott 
all the weaker part of the gang, from forcing them 
to keep up with the reft. 

Pregnant women punithed, but not very feverely. 

When flaves were fo old as to be patt labour, their 
owners did not feed them. 

Negroes might be managed with comparative eafe, 
were their temper and difpofition attended to. The 
bufinefs might then be done in a better manner, and 
without fuch frequent flogeing, 

Never heard that flaves had any protection from il] 
ufuage from owners, or thofe under them, 

Never knew one planter interfere with the treat- 
ment of the flaves of another, 

Never heard any thing of the locked jaw. They 
had children die fometimes ; but neither overfeer nor 


doctor interfered ; they were left to old wowen, the 


midwives. 


The treatment in Grenada was exactly fimilar to 


that in Montferrat ; he faw no difference. 


The merit of a manager was eftimated by the 
quantity of crops produced on the eftate. . 


A manager of Grenada told him of a great cruelty ~ 


he had committed, Several negroes and mules had 
died on the eftate; an old woman was fufpected of 
having poifoned them. He, (Mr. G.) afked the 
manager if they had not given her up to the law, 
who faid no, they had taken a fhorter method with 
her. They made a bit of a thatched hut, put her 
Into it, with fome combuftibles, and burnt her to 


death. The Manager was not difcharged for. this: 7 


thinks he told him it was done by the owner’s defire. 
It was not told him as a fecret, 


Never 
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Never heard of any care taken at African fales to 1791. 
Lemme 


Never knew pains taken to improve mode of cul-P. 80. 


prevent the feparation of relations. 


tivation, or implements of hufbandry, except in that 
of cutting cane tops by a machine. Piough might 
be applied with great efreét in thefe two iflands in 
eafing the labour of flaves. 

Slaves in St. Croix were better ufed than in either 
of the two Britifh iflands, but not fo well as they 
ought, were the planters attentive to their intereft ; 
and if properly treated, believes their increate would 
be general throughout the iflands. 

Never heard that the flaves had any protection 
there. 

Planters there refide on their eftates, and do not 
live fo extravagantly as in the Englifh iflands. 

Recolleéts an in{ftance of the effects of treatment of 
flaves. Where he was manager, the flaves were 
forced to be up at two in the morning, at a time 
when canes were cutting, on 8o acres of a rifing 
sround, which, from a want of mules, they were 
alfo obliged to carry half a mile upon their heads. 
This year the flaves decreafed. He prevailed on the 
owner to buy fix mules more again{t next crop ; that 
and the following year the flaves increafed one per 
cent, Was perfectly convinced that the decreafe and 
increafe fpoke to, was in confequence of the difference 
of labour. 

Never heard talk of the Code Noir while in Grande 
Terre: if it had been ufual for flaves to be any way 
relieved by it, they would have fought redrefs for 
the very fevere ufage of a man who was his partner 
in a diftillery : the commanders, to whom he was 
very obnoxious, would certainly have taken cogni- 
zance of his conduct to his flaves, had it been utual 
to do fo. 

Thinks one half of the domeftics of the planters 
of Montferrat and Grenada unneceffary. 

The Chief Judge at Montferrat was the Honourable 

. John 


P. 82, Was four years in Domini 


a “ 
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1791. John Dyer. Grenada, while he was there, was under 
“ev military law, 


The judges were planters—not, he believes, bred 
to the law—removable at the King’s pleafure. 


Witnefs examined—Martrarw Terry, 


Of Afkrig, Yorkthire, Land Surveyor, 


que as book-keeper and 
Overleer, one at Tobago as a Jand-furveyor, in the 


King’s fervice, and feven in Grenada, ending in 
1781, as a colony furveyor. 
is trade gave him full opportunity of obferving 
the treatment of flaves. They appeared in general 
to be uied with great feverity ; believes they gene- | 
rally underftood that the law reftricted the number 
of lathes to 39; but this was not in the leaft ob. | 
derved ; has feen it broken repeatedly; never knew i} 
5+ any redrefs obtained, It was ufual to rub their | 
backs with brine after fevere punifhments, | 
In his time one Thochard, a French planter, in 
Grenada, was generally fuppofed to treat his flaves 
very cruelly, and for trivial offences to cut off their 
€ars and legs, and otherwife mutilate them. Heard 
of no attempt to punifh him. Saw upon his eftate 
two men-flaves with wooden legs, a | 
The greateft property he ever knew a field flave 1 | 
poficls was two pigs, and a little poultry. The flave | 
has not the means of getting much property, (p.85).) ae 
Little or no attention was paid to the breedin 
of flaves; child-bearing, and confequent lofs of 
labour, was matter of regret to planters; little or | 
no difference in the punifhments of pregnant females _ i 
and others. The planters appeared to prefer in- i 
creafing their crop to increafing their flaves, (p. 85), ay 
to depend upon African fupplies, and defirous to 
have as many males as poffible, : 


Very 
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Very confiderable lofies were common among the 1791. 
newly imported Africans. One-third die within the =~ 
firft year. Of a lot of fix, bought by himfelf, two 
died within the firft year, and at the end of five 
years two only furvived. P. 85. 

Suicide is common, particularly among the Ebos. 
Never heard of an inftance of it among creole flaves. 

The latter are more induftrious, being inured to it 
from their infancy. 

Seldom run away. Infurrections are confined to 
Africans. 

Never knew a flave buy his freedom. 

No allowance of grain or flour given to any but P. 86. 
new negroes. Has known a bunch of plantanes 
(fufficient for a week’s allowance) given to each 
negro once or twice a year. 

Many managers poflefs flaves of their own. 

Land furveying is exceedingly laborious in the 
Weft Indies; he purfued it for 7 years without in- 
jury to his health: has often feen mill-wrights at 
work in the fun, whofe health did not fuffer. There 
are alfo white blackfmiths and coopers there, but the 
latter only direé&t negroes working under them. 


Witnefs examined——Capt. Hatt, of the Royal 
Navy. 

Was at Barbadoes and the Leeward iflands from P. 99- 
1769 to 1773, and from 1780 to 1782 at thofe places, 
and at Jamaica and St. Domingo. 

The treatment of negroes on the B, iflands appear- 
ed to him tolerable in the towns; on the plantations 
rather inhuman, Punifhments inflicted were very 
fhocking to perfons not ufed to fee them: much 
more fo than on board a man of war. The field 
flaves he has feen (a great many) were generally 
marked with the whip. 

In cafes of ill treatment by their matters, 1t was 


generally underftood, they could not obtain redrets ; 
ya againtt 
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1791+ againft others, their mafter affifted them. That this 
5S Y™ fevere fyftem was not neceflary, nor for the mafter’s 
P. 19°: interett, he is confident, from the good effeéts hey 
has feen refult from a lenient treatment in the French 
iflands: for inftance, the Marquis de Rouvray was 
particularly attentive to population, and the cood 
treatment of his flaves at St. Domingo: they were fj 
never hard prefled in their work: he fuffered no ff 


improper intercourfe between the males and females, | 
every man had his own wife, and no white was fuf. 


fered to disjoin that union: the parties were punifhe © 
ed for feparating without caufe, 

Hofpitals were built for the fick and pregnant ; 
the latter, when far advanced, were taken in there, 
and employed in trifling work to the time of deli. 
very. Kiere they might remain feparated from their 
hufbands, and excufed from field labour, till the 
child could be fupported without the mother’s helps 
or when their ftrength would permit, return with the 
child to their hufbands, and take the chance of work. 
In confeqnence, the Marquis had not for fome years. 
occafion to buy negroes. Having, however, left his 
eftate to the care of a nephew, upon his return, after 
an abfence of two years, inftead of the happinefs — 
that reigned when he left it, he found nothing but. 
mifery and difcontent; the whites had feized upon | 
the pretty women; their hufbands through difcontent 
fan away; and the labour falling heavier upon the 
reit, they became difcontented, and their work 
badly carried on; fo that it cof him two years be- 
P. 101-fore he could re-eftablith order, It was a pleafure 

to walk through this eftate, for the flaves ufed to 
look up to him as a father, | 

In the Britith iflands breeding not thought defira- 
‘ble: they rather thought it a misfortune to have 
pregnant women, or even young flaves. | They 
efteemed the charge of rearing a child to maturity, 
more troublefome, and greater, than buying a flave 
fit for work; and it was not uncommon for them to 
give away a child of two years old, as you would a 


puppy 
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puppy from a litter. Has heard an overfeer, of fome 
confequence, exprefs, this opinion, It was, in fact, <~™~ 
his fyftem to prevent population, as far as in his 
power; and he underftood this to be a general 


fyftem. 


So little care was taken of infants, that mothers 
deemed it a misfortune to have children. After the 
month, they were fent to field labour, with their 
child upon their back, and fo little time afforded 
them to attend to its wants, that he has feen a wo- 
man feated to give fuck to her child, roufed from 
that fituation by a fevere blow from the cart whip. 

Domettic flaves, from their general good treat- 
ment, were underftood to increafe. 

Believes, that flaves fuffered from the. owner’s 
abfence, becaufe it was the bufinefs of the overfeer, 
for his own credit, to make as much fugar as poffi- 
ble; to do this, he muft work the flaves to the ut- 
moft: it being no concern of his whether they died 
or not. 

Knows, from an inftance which fell under his 
eye, that the flave’s death may be occafioned by— 
fevere punifhment, and the mafter not be called to 
legal account. : : 
As to the flave-trade being a nurfery for feamen, 
he conceives it to be quite the reverie. 

In taking men out of merchant-fhips for the 
King’s fervice,, he has from the crew of a Guinea- 
man, 70, been able to fele& only 30, who could be 
thought fit to ferve in any fhip of war, and when 
thofe were furveyed, he was reprimanded for bring- 
ing fuch men into the fervice, who were more likely 
to breed diftempers, than be of ufe; and this was 
at a time when they were fo much wanted, that 
almoft any thing would have been taken, viz. Im 
1782, when they had not men to mah the prizes 


-taken on the rath of April. The inftance related 


was not a particular cafe, he found it generally io; 
having had many opportunities between 1769 and 
Numb, 4. Ht at 1773 


an ey Gwmymeed fhips, when in the Weft Indies, 
HS ea Flas creat reafon to believe, that in no trade are 
Be it ei feamen fo badly treated ; from their always flying to 


Mie lk of the crew, taken out of the thip at their own re- 
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1791. 1773 of feeing the great diftreffes of crews of Guinea | 


men of war for redrefs, and whenever they come 
within reach; whereas men from Weft Indies or 
other trades feldom apply to a fhip of war, 

As to peculiar modes of punifhment adopted in 
Guineamen, he once faw a man chained by the neck 
in the main-top of a flave-fhip, when pafling under 
the ftern of his Majefty’s fhip the Crefcent, in 
Kingfton-bay, St. Vincents; and was toid by part 


queft, that the man had been | 

Is clearly of opinion, that white men might do 
the lighter field work, without injury to their health, 
as feamen go through very heavy work there unhurt. 


there 120 days, 


Witnefs examined—Capt. Gries, of the 
19th Regiment of Foot, , 


P1023 Wiebe Barbodoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Ja- 


maica, from June 1782 to April 1790, except about : 
1§ months in England, | 


ei Thought the treatment of flaves generally fevere, 
ie, | Field flaves in general marked with the whip. 


P.104. Punifhment by whipping (though fewer lathes __ 
given) more fevere and cruel than that of the army, 
becaufe of the fize of the whip. 

Flad once an Opportunity of obferving the treat~ 
ment of a jobbing gang, which he thought beyond 
what human nature could fupport for any length of | 
time, becaufe their allowance of food, (which he | 
daily faw) was not equal to fupport them, and this — 
he underftood to be generally the cafe. This gang 
had the fame refpite at noon as plantation negroes, _| 
but as fome of them would eat their week’s allow- 
ance in 3 or 4 days, they were obliged to carry ir 

| an 
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and water, between twelve and two o’clock, for the 
foldiers, for which they were paid in provifions. 
Has underftood it to be calculated, that a jobbing 
gang, lafting for feven years, would bring a profit 
to the owner. 

He had no opportunity of feeing that fuperanu- 
ated flaves were not properly taken care of by their 
owners. 


Can fpeak to the inefficiency of laws to protect P. 105. 


flaves againft the ill ufage of their matters or other 
white perfons. Was told by a planter, that he once 
heard one of his own negroes was killed by his 
overfeer. He had the body taken up, and there was 
found upon it fome chains or fetters (p. 106.) but 
the overfeer could not be punifhed for want of a 
white evidence. 

A free woman, and her two children, were claimed 
by a perfon in Jamaica, as his property, who confined 
them, in order to fell them to the Spaniards. He, 
(Capt. G.) heard of the circumftance, and interfered, 
knowing the perfon could have no claim either to 
the woman or her children. She, with her hufband, 
had joined the royal army in South Carolina: he 
worked in one of the public departments as a car- 
penter, and a driver, and fhe laboured upon the 
lines at the quarter-houle camp. | 

Afcer two trials at the Surry affizes, Kingfton, the 
woman and her children were liberated ; which mutt 
have been the cafe at the firft, had black evidence 
been admitted ; of which he could have produced 
people bred upon the fame eftate, and neighbour- 
hood, who alfo had free tickets from the Governor, 
Bitty Pee ksi 

Without his inteference believes this woman and 
children muft have been fold as flaves, becaule none on 
the ifland fo well knew the circumftances-as himtelf. 
Another cafe, previous to this, was that of a woman 


‘claimed by a perfon in Jamaica, who, fupported by 


Major Nefbit, of the 1gth regiment, was alfo refcued 
from flavery, after a trial at the Surry aliizes. 
H 2 Once 


W. Inpizs 


Once faw, in Jamaica, a negro mafon with a wooden 
Jeg, at work: upon afking the white people who fue 
perintended the work, how he had loft his leg, was 
aniwered, that it was for no good, for the fellow 
ufed to run away for months at a time. i 

The flaves fituation and treatment will vary ac- 
cording to the difpofition and circumftances of the 
owner; for on one or two eftates in the neighbour- 
hood of his ftation, the flaves were well treated ; 
they appeared much happier than on feveral others 
adjoining; (confequently he imagines better fed.) 
Thinks none of thefe ftole to fupply their wants, as 
was frequently the cafe with other gangs in the 
neighbourhood, | 


Saw the negroes go weekly to market, a diftance 
of 14 or 15 miles. 


aq TERRY. 


Witnefs examined —Joun Terry, of Afkrig, 
Yorkthire. 


P. 107. . Was in Grenada from 1776 to17g0. Firft 7 or 


8 years an overfeer, then a manager. 

Thought the flaves treatment very bad; it hurt 
him much at firft,; in time became more inured 
to it. 

Has known flaves punifhed by managers feverely 
for trifling faults; durft not complain to owner, for 
fear of worfe treatment; has known them punifhed 
for fo doing by owner, and fent back, though their 


P. 108. complaint was juft. Field flaves ufually bear marks 


= 
* 


De 


2 a 


shes 


of the whip. Never heard that a flave complained 
to a magiftrate of his owner, manager, overleer, or 
attorney. | i. 

Flas known the fame perfon both attorney, ma- 
nager, and doctor, on one eftate. 4 

Never knew a planter or manager interfere with | 
another’s treatment of his flaves, | 


Has 


W.Inpbres. ~ . J. TERRY. 


and clothed than on others; in confequence, were 
reat thieves; eat alfo putrid carcales. Food is the 
general object of theft among flaves, and at the 


hazard of their lives. 
Picking of grafs a confiderable addition to their 


An overfeer, on the eftate where he was, (Mr. 


Coghlan) threw a flave into the boiling cane juice, 


who died in four days. He was not punifhed other- 
wife than by replacing the flave, and being difmiffed 
the fervice. Was told. of this. by the owner’s fon, 
the carpenter, and many flaves on the eftate. Has 
heard it often. 7 

Has known entertainments given among Negroes; 
fome of which might coft a thirty-fix fhilling piece, 
but fuch were very rare, (p. 110.) 

A field flave in favourable circumftances, (he does 
not mean the commonality) may earn about fix bits 
a week : he has known them fo poor as not to be 
able to buy poultry. Never heard of a field negro 


buying his freedom, (p. aL) 
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‘Has known eftates, where flaves were worfe fed 1791- 


labour. Done at dinner-time, and after fun-fet. P. 109s 


Slaves were not allowed to keep fheep on any P. 110, 


eftate he knew. On fome they might keep two or 


three goats, but very few allowed it. Some keep a 


oS 


few pigs, and poultry, if able to buy any. 


While a manager, he never received any direc- 
tions about attention to pregnant women OF children. 
Has heard managers fay, it was cheaper to buy 
African flaves than to breed: that they wifhed the 
children to die, for they loft much of the mother’s 


work during their infancy. 


The beft recommendation of a manager was, that 


he made the molt fugar. 


On the eftates he knew, the fexes were about 


equal. 


Of imported Africans, women have the beft chanceP. 111. 


for life. 


On the eftates he knew, more men died than 


women, 


Never 


bene F 


W. Inpres, J. Terry; 


Never knew any children die of the locked-jaw, 
mee Negroes were generally as well-behaved as 
others in the fame rank of fociety. Thofe who had 
learnt a trade,,worked as journeymen with white 
matters: thofe who had not, went a fifhing, by which | 
they earned more than by field work, 

The driver’s whip is a fevere inftrument, and will 
bring blood through the breeches, Twenty ftripes | 
feverely laid on the bare breech, may unfit a man 
for work for two or three days. | 

The opinion in Grenada, upon paffing the laft 
flave aét there, was, that it never would have the 
intended effec, 

Did not obferve it make an 
the half-days in the week, — 


_ The clergymen of the parifh where he refided 
never pertormed the duty the aé& impofed on them. 


Never heard of any complaints againft them for 
non-performance of it, | 


y difference, except in 


ES 


Witnefs examined—Joun Bowman, 
Clerk to a Ship-Builder of Whitehaven, 


Was in the African employ, from 3765 to 1776, 
moftly on the Windward Coa » as third, fecond, 
and chief mate, Sent up the country as a trading 
mate to buy flaves, ivory, and cam-wood ; a diltance 
of 20 to 40 or 50 miles, in the rivers Scaffus, S, 
Leone, Junk, within the rocks of Grand Buflau, and 
Little Cape Mount River, 

Was eight months as a fa@or at the head of S, 
Leone ; and 17 to 18 months at that of the R. Scaffus. 
Traded in a boat at Junk, Grand Baffau, and Little 
Cape Mount Rivers. z 
Having fettled at the head of Scaffus with 10 
flaves money, he informed the King, and others, 
that he was come to refide as a trader, his orders 


being 
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being to fupply them with powder and ball, and 3791. 
encourage them to go to war. They anfwered they ~w-¥ 
‘would go to war in two or three days: by that time | 
they came to the factory, faid they were going to 

war, and wanted powder, ball, rum, and tobacco. 

They were dreffed in fome kind of fkins, with large 

‘caps, and their faces painted white, to make them 

look dreadful. They afked for a drink of rum, 
which when given them, they went off to the num- 

ber of 25 or 30. After fix or feven days fome of P. 114. 
lthem returned with two women, and a girl, 6 or 7 

ears old. 

They faid they had got thefe in a {mall town which 

they furprifed in the night, that others had got off, but 

they expected the reft of the party would bring them 

lin, in 2 or 3 days. When thele arrived, they brought 

} with them two men whom he knew, and had traded 

} with. Upon queftioning them, difcovered the wo- 

men he had bought, to be their wives. Both men 

and women informed him that the war-men had taken 

them while afleep. | | 
} The war-men ufed to go out once or twice in $P+ 115; 
or 10 days, while he was at Scaffus; it was their 

§ conftant way of getting flaves, he believed, becaufe 

| they always came to the factory before fetting out, 

} and demanded powder, ball, gunflints, and {mall 

| fhot; alfo rum, tobacco, and a few other articles. 

When fupplied, they blew the horn, made the war 

} cry, and fet off. If they met with no flaves, they 

} would bring him fome ivory, cam-wood, &c. Some- 

} times he accompanied them a mile or fo, and once 

} joined the party, anxious to know by what means 

| they obtained the flaves. Having travelled all day, 

| they came to a fmall river, when he was told they 

- had but a little way further to go; after croffling 
which, they delayed till dark. When they had got 

over, (about the middle of the night) he was afraid 

to go further, and afked the king’s fon to leave him 

a guard of 4 men. In half an hour he heard the war 

cry, by which he underftood they had reached a 


town; 
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179%. town; in about half an hour more they returned; 
\“-V~~ bringing 25 to 30 men, women, and children, fome 
P. 116.at the breaft. ~ At this time he faw the town in 


Po ri 


been convicted of crimes. 
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flames. When they had re-croffed the river, it wag } 
juft day-light, and they reached Scaffus about mid= | 
day. The prifoners were carried to different parts | 
of the town. They are ufually brought in with 


{trings around their necks, and fome have their hands 
tied acrofs. 


ut 
i 
Never faw any flaves there who had | 


4 
t 


Flas been called up in the night to fee fires, and 
told by the town’s people, that it was war carry= | 
ing on. j 

Whatever rivers he has traded in, he has ufually | 
paffed burnt and deferted villages, and learned from | 
the natives in the boat with him, that war had been 
there, and the natives taken and carried to the fhips, | 

He has alfo feen fuch upon the coaft: while trad. | 
ing at Grand Buffau, he went athore with four black | 

‘traders to the town a mile off. In the way, there _ 
was a town deferted, only 2 or 3 houfes ftanding, | 
which feemed to have been a large one from two fine 
plantations of rice. A little further on, they came | 
to another village in much the fame ftate. Was told _ 
the firft town was taken by war, there being many — 
thips then lying at Buffau: the people of the other | 
had moved higher up in the country, for fear of - 

the white men. In paffing along to the traders’ 
town faw feveral deferted, deftroyed, they faid, by — 

war, and the people taken out and fold. \ 

Slaves were obtained in the fame manner in thofe — 
rivers where he traded on the Windward Coatt. ! 

‘The inbabitants of all thefe places fubfift on rice, _ 
yams, cafflada, fowls, deer, fifth, and an animal — 
called tomboer. They raife more rice, 8c. than 
they confume, and difpofe of the furplus to fuch 
fhips as may be lying in the rivers, fending it down 
in large canoes. While at Scaffus, he gave frequent | 


P. 118. orders for goods from S. Leone, which he defired 


might be fent up by thefe periocas, having found the 
men 
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'men good, and honeft.. Provifions of every kind 1791. 
were abundant in-the,town....tias {een countrymen a ied 
carrying bafkets of 4. oF 501b. weight of rice, be- 

fides fowls, eggs, &c. which he has bought in ex- 

_ change for tobacco and beads, 

* The natives appeared to be induftrions, and dit 
pofed to trade in their native, produce. Believes 

they would have cultivated more ground, if a greater 


fupply had been wanted by the. fhipping.. Wacn 


- afked, they have faid they would like to trade with 
good white men in their own produce, and would 
foon make more plantations of rice. | 
When under Captain Strangeways, the fhip thenP. 119. 
lying in the river S, Leone, at White-man’s bay, 
ready to fail, he was ordered down from the factory, 
(all the fhip’s company being then dead but five) 
and the captain, who ient him on. fhore to invite 
| two traders on board. They came, and were fhewn 
| into the cabin. Meantime people were employed in 
fetting the fails, it being almott night, and the. land 
| breeze making down the river. When they had 
weighed anchor, and got out to fea, the witnels was 
called down by the captain, who, pointing to the 
fail cafe, defired him to look into it, and {ee what a 
| fine prize he had got. To his furprife, he faw iying 
j fait alleep the two men who had come on board with 
him, the captain having made them drunk, and con- 
| 


cealed them there. When they awoke, they were fent 
upon deck, ironed, and put forward among the other 
faves. On arrival at Antigua, they were fold. 
The natives were afraid to come along-fice of aP. 120. 


| veffel when under fail. 
| Frauds were practiled by Europeans in the articles 
| they traded in with PH eaMALIVES 4 AUC was Wy Hey 
mixing it; 1n powder kegs, feemingly large, but hold- 
| ing only a little; in faite fteelyards and weights, 
| The natives, where he refided, were friendly and 
hofpitable ; jufl and punctual in their dealings. 
~ When he began to fettle at the river Scaffus,. there 
were only four or five houles there, and about 25 


i ‘Numb, 4. | people, 


Pere 
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1791. people, fo that he was doubtful if he could do it to 
“v—~/ advantage: but informing the king, that a white 
man was come to trade with them, was told that 
{trangers would come and fettle there. In the courfe 
of a few days, feveral people came and built houfes, 
and the town increafed fatt, (p. 121.) So that there 
might be 40 to so houfes, and 120 to 130 inhabitants 
when he left it. | 
Has been in Jamaica, Antigua, Grenada, St, Vin- 
cent’s, Dominique, and Barbadoes, in moft of which 
he has feen Guinea feamen lying about in an ulce- 
rated abject ftate, without means of fupport. 


Witnefs examined, —Joun Douctas, Boatfwain of 
the Ruffel Man of War, 


P. 121. Sailed to Africa in 1771, In the Warwick-Caftle 


flave fhip. Only one voyage in the trade; becaufe 
he could not bear with the filthinefs and difagree- 
ablenefs of the voyage. | 
Seamen were well ufed in his fhip; not fuffered to 
lodge between decks when the flaves were on board, 


P, 122, Loft 7 out of 53. Had plenty of provifions. 


Had reafon to believe that the crews of other fhips 
on the coaft, were neither fo well fed, nor treated; » 
becaufe boats from the Gregfon, and others, which 
he cannot mention, came often aboard, and the fea- 
men begged much for provifions. 

As to the ways in which flaves are procured: 
when afhore at Bonny Point, he faw a young wo- 
man come out of the wood to the water-fide to bathe; 
foon after, two men camé from the wood, feized, 
bound and beat her, for making refiftance, and 
bringing her to him, defired him to put her on board, © 
which he did; the captain’s orders were, when any 
body brought down flaves, inftantly to put them off 
to the fhip, 


When 


 Arrica.—-W. INDIES. Do 


Bonny, 


When a fhip arrives at 
where they fur 


war canoes up the rivers, 
can lay holdof. They ha 
who was thus captured, with his father, 
‘three fitters. The young man 
having learnt Englifh, told him the ft 
- was a common practice. 
‘War canoes always armed. 
Slaves fent in the king’s canoes, 
the day, others in the evening, Wl 
bound, lying in the boat’s bottom, 
mats. 

Near Cape Coaft, the 


which brought off many canoes ; pipes, 
brandy, were got on deck, t 
] the gratings were unlaid, t 
every preparation made to feize 
could be prev 
who ftood in the mai 
approaching them, they jumpe 
all made for fhore. —. 
The Gregfon’s people, whi 
them, that in running down t 
 napped 32. He faw flaves on 
ihe camein; an 
to Bonny, to ftop an 
Does not think flaves are muc 
ficknefs. : 
Has been in the We 
merchants fervice, from 1766 to 1782 
| Has frequently feen Guinea feamen 
dering about the ftreets and wharts, 
maica, in a difeafed and mi 
were called wharfingers; it was 0 
the ifland he has feen the m 
not capable of walking to Kingiton 
Recolleéts to have feen 3 funerals 
| in the Weft Indies, at which they fl 
| | Lipo 


d off, a 


he coaft, 


ailed on to come up the th 
n chains, but on the feamens 


d it is not cuftomary for v 


d trade by the way. 
h fubjec to feae 


off; many 
for relicf. 

of Guinea flaves 
ng and are mer- 
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the king fends his 179!- 


prigealitiey Dom, 


d a young man on board, 


mother, and 


afterwards in Jamaica 
ory, and faid it 


P. 123. 


came openly in 
th one or two 
covered with 


natives make fmoke asa fig- 
nal for trade; they taw the fmoke and ftood in thore, 


tobacco, and 


o entice them on board ; 
he flave-room cleared, and 
them; two only 


ip’s fide, 


nd the canoes 


le at Bonny, informed 


they had kid- 


board that fhip when 


effels bound 


ft Indies in the king’s and 


lying or wan- 


moftly in Ja- 


ferable condition : they 
nthe north-fide of 


of whom were 


ry 3 
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1791. ry; and naming the deceafed, they fay, he is going 
t—v~~ home to Guinea. é 


Witnefs examined,—Major General Totrenyam. 


Psr2'5: . Went out’ to the Weft Indies in 1779, with four 
regiments uuder his command. Was about 20 
months in Barbaaoes, and fometime at St. Lucia, | 
St. Kitt’s, and St. Euftatius. | 

“Tbinks the flaves in Barbadoes were treated with |! 
the greateft cruelty. “Cannot judge of the other ! 
iflands, from his fhort {tay there, 

All the punifhments he faw were remarkably fe- 
vere. Was at a planter’s houfe, when the Jumper 
came. Heard him afk’'the mafter, if he had any 
commands for him. He faid, no. Jumper then | 
afked the miftrefs, who replied, yes. She directed | 
him to take out two very decent women, who attend- 
ed at table, and to give each of them a dozen. Ges 
neral J’. expoitulated with her, but in vain. They ae 
were taken out to the publick parade, and he had 
the curiofity to go with them, The jumper carried — 
a long whip, like our waggoners. He ordered One 
of the women to tura her back, and to take up her 
clothes entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the 

. 126. breech. Every ftroke brought fleth from her. She 
behaved with aftonifhing fortitude. ‘After the punifh.- 
ment, ihe, according to cuftom, curtefied and thank- 
ed him. The other had the fame punifhment, and 


. : 

a ote behaved in the fame way: About 2 weeks before 

F ih a the hurricane, he faw a youth, about 19, walking in 

. ge gst the ftreers, in a mot deplorable fituation, intirely 

ch eect nee naked, and an iron collar about his neck, with five 

} aot, a | i Jong, projecting fpikes, Fis body, before and be- 

gee aie ee ie hind his breech, belly and thighs, were? almot ‘cur a: 

Seca ets mii to pieces, and with running fores all over them, and ° 
a you might put your fingers in fome of the wheals, 


He could not fit down, owing to his breech being in 
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a ftate of mortification; and it was impoffible for 1791. 
_ him to lie down, from the projection of the prongs. ayn 
‘The boy came to the general, and afked relief. He 


was fhocked at his appearance, and afked him what 
he had done to fuffer fuch punifhment, and who in- 
Aigted it. He faid it was his mafter, who lived a- 
bout 2 miles from town ; and that, as he could not 
work, he would give him nothing to eat. 

There were very few flaves that did not bear the 
marks of the whip. If feverely laid on, they retain 
the marks many years. There is no comparifon at 
all, between plantation and regimental punifhments, 
the former being fo much more fevere. Military 
only cut the fkin, the others cut out the flefh. 

The field negroes were treated more like brutes, 
than the human fpecies. The houfe negroes are 
clothed and better fed. : 

Slaves in general appeared very ill fed. ‘Was in- 
formed, each flave for 24 hours had a pint of grain, 
which he boiled ; and fometimes half a rotten her- 
ring, when to be had. When unfit for the whites, 
they were bought up by the planters for the flaves. 


There was no care taken of flaves fuperanuated P. 127. 


and paft labour. They are turned adrift, and 
obliged to live by plunder. He has feen them him- 
felf. An old woman, paft labour, told him fhe was 
fet adrift by her maiter, to fhift for herfelf. He faw 
her about 3 days after, lying dead in the fame place. 

No attention at all feemed to be paid to keeping 
up the ftock by breeding. On the contrary, he be- 
lieves many difcouraged it. He faw but a very 
{mall proportion of children. | 

He has feen the women at work with the hoe, 
and their naked infants lying oa the ground, clole 
by them. 

In 1780, 4 Dutch Guineaman was taken, and 
brought to Barbadoes. He thinks they had about 
270 flaves. He attended mott of their fales, and ob- 
ferved a number of the fick flaves in an adjoining 
yard,: Thofe that were not very ill, were put into 

huts, 


Li 


1791. huts, and thofe that were worfe, 
“v4 to die, for nobody gave them 


P. 428. side has feena orea 
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drink. Some of them lived 3 days in that ftate. 


The free-negroes feemed very induftrious. The 


that they are 
ifference be- 


greateft misfortune of al] negroes is, 

left in darknefs. He obferyed a vait d 
tween the negroes at St. Lucia and any others, ow- 
ing to the attention of the priefts, who inftru@ed 
them in religion and morality. 

t many E:nelith feamen in great 
diftrefs, in Barbadoes; for the Captains often fet 
them afhore to fhift for themfelves. He cannot fay 
from what thips they came; but only from mer- 

chantmen. In St. Lucia, while in our hands, he faw 
feveral Enolith feamen lying in the fame itate, 

There was no fort of pains taken to prevent pro- 
mifcuous intercourfe, not even with dometticks, 
waiting on their miftreffes. 

Is very pofitive the impreffion on his mind, of the 
treatment of flaves, was made at the time, and on 
the {pot; for he repeatecly told the people of Bridge- 
town, that he hoped to live to {ee the unfortunate 
fituation of thofe poor wretches, taken up by fome 


member of parliament; that, fhould fuch an event - 


take place, he fhould look upon it as his duty to of- 


jer a voluntary declaration of what he knew of the - 
matter, . 


_ He thinks a prefent abolition of th 
would be attended with very ferious confequences ; 
but, if thofe unfortunate beings were not left to the 
tyranny of their cruel mafters, but were inftructed in 
morality, and their increafe encouraged, and they 
were rewarded for good behaviour, he thinks that, 


at a future period, the flave trade would die away 
of itfelf, 


e flave trade, 


4 


Witnefs 


were left in the yard 
any thing to eat or 


oo ay 7 


“Witnefs examined, — Ropert Forster, of Heble- 


thwaite, Yorktfhire. 


Was in every Britifh ifland, except Jamaica, in all 179%: 


The firft 4 years ap- Bae 
< Lege 


about 6 years, ending 1778. 


prentice in a {tore in St. John’s, Antigua; the reft 


Of the time a midfhipman and fecond matter, and 


pilot of the king’s brig, Endeavour. 
He lived among the town flaves, and often went 


to colle debts, and vifit managers in the country. 
‘When in the king’s fhip, he fpent much time among 


them, having known them before. 

The general impreffion on his mind was, that 
flaves were feverely treated, and in a low, depreffed 
{tate. 

In Antigua, the common allowance was, 7 pints 
of corn, or horfe-beans, for able negroes, with about 
3 or 4 herrings weekly ; occafionally a little falt, 
fornetimes rum, but not very common. Their work 
is hard. The bell calls them to it at day-break, and 
they work till fen-fet; have 2 hours at noon; but 
in their hours of reft, grafs is expected. They are 
treated never as fellow-creatures, but merely as pro- 
perty, and are feverely punifhed for flight offences. 

They are allowed a few yards fquare of ground 5. 
but only Sundays to cultivate it, except a few, who 
had Saturday afternoon. 


The plough might be advantageoufly ufed, andP. 130. 


though perhaps not wholly to fupercede the hoe, yet 
might eafe the negroes of many dificult parts of 
their manual labour. The grinding of their corn at 
night, by hand, was, in crop, a great hardfhip: they 
might be much relieved by fome trifling mechanitm 
applied in the fugar-mul, and in many other cafes. 
‘In general, they feem to have no idea of improve- 
ments to eafe their flaves. Underftood it a general 
opinion, that if negroes were not conftantly kept at 


hard labour, they would become unruly. 
The 


P. 132. 
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179%. The inftrument of 


Forster, 


punifhment cuts their flefh, and |. 
wv—~ leaves indelible marks. | 
No attention at all was paid to marriage. It did | 

not appear to him, that they attended as much to |} 

the rearing of children, as we do to the 


5 130.calves. Hehas known exceptions. A widow Sher- 


- 131-vineton was left in debt, with 5 or 6 negroes, who, 


by kind treatment, increafed, in 1s or 20 years, to 
1g, ormore. He knows feveral fuch inftances. Ag 


to eftates, on the whole of Col. Farley’s plantations, © 
they had no need of new negroes. He has heard | 
him fay, there. was a confiderable increafe on one _ | 
particularly. A Mr. Tho. Gravener’s negroes alfo } 


increafed. He knew captain Thomafon, of Sea- 
cow-bay, Tortola, who has wanted no new negroes 


for many years. 


Little or no attention was paid to inftructing flaves 
in religion, He believes none at all by the eftab- 
lifhed clergy. Where inftruction has been attempt- 


ed, as it has on feveral Antigua eftates, by Moravian. 


miffionaries, the advantage was evident in their man- 


ners and behaviour. 


P. 321. Thofe were not thou . 
eftates, which bought the moft new negroes. It @ 
was exactly the reverfe. | 


ght the moft flourifhing 


Me never knew, or heard, of a field-negro buying 


his freedom, 


Dometticks have much lefs work than field-ne- 
groes; but their fituation, in fome re{pects, is per- 
haps harder; for, being under the hand of caprici- 
ous, paflionate matters and miftrefles, they are often 
punifhed, not only corporally, but with numberlefs 
teazing and mortifications; nor are they fo regularly 
fed. He never knew them allowed above one-half 
bit a. day; and he believes fome are often driven to 


theft or proftitution, by want. The women domef- 


ticks are expected to drefs neatly, and, having no 
clothes from their owners, they muft ufe indireé& 


means to get them. 


They are not often whipped 
publickly ; but their private whippings are very fe- 


vere, 


rearing of | 


ah 
: 


| 


| 


i 


fl 
{i 


W. INDIES. ForRSTER. 


73 


vere, and he has known a creole woman drop hot 1791. 
fealing-wax on a wench’s back, after a flogging. “™ 


He, and many others, faw a young woman of for- 


| tune and character, flog a negro man very feverely 


with her own hands. Many fimilar inftances he 


could relate, if neceffary; they are almoft innume- 
| vable... Ele. has been {peaking chiefly of town do- 


mefticks. | 
Slaves have no legal protection at all againft their 


mafters, for any injury fhort of murder. A little be- 
fore he arrived in Antigua, one Patrick, a huckfter, 


whom he knew, murdered a woman flave, with cir- 


cumftances of the moft attrocious and favage barba- 
rity. He was tried, convicted, and fined. He was 
univerfally blamed, but was dealt with as ufual. 
Slaves have no mode of getting redrefs from daily 
injuries of whites, nor their owners ; and even fome- 


times their owners cannot get redrefs for them. AP. 133 


negro woman was drowned by fome feamen of the 
Favourite floop of war. A negro man was knocked 
on the head and drowned, for ftealing a piece of 
beef, alongfide a merchantman, at St. John’s. Thefe 
faéts were well known, but no inquiry made. 

He has known negroes, but not many, turned 
adrift by their owners, when paft labour. 

Negroes are liable to be taken for their mafter’s 
debts, and are confined in a clofe, difagreeable dun- 
geon, till fold. No regard paid, that he remem- 
bers, to felling families together. Saw a family of 
mulattoes and blacks fold at vendue, and fent to dif- 
ferent iflands. They difcovered great forrow at be- 
ing feparated. 

African negroes fhewed the moft extravagant joy 
at their friends funerals, from believing the deceafed 
gone back to their country. 

He has feen many of thofe deplorable objects, 
Guinea feamen, particularly on the beach at Rofeau, 
Dominique. When the Endeavour was at Grenada, 
there were 7 Guinea feainen, exceedingly emaciated 
and full of fores, who complained much of their 

Numb. 4. K ill 
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179%. ill ufage in the voyage. In a few months, they re- 

P. 134: fame men. Captains of men of war fometimes take 

them, to recover their wages, but generally do not 

keep them, for fear of infe@tion. Such feamen in 

Antigua, are called wharfingers, and in Dominique, 
fcow-bankers. 7 

He lived at Lancafter, when flave-fhips were fitted 

‘ » out there. From their ill treatment, and the {mall 
numbers that returned, the young men were dif- 
couraged from entering on that fervice, and they 
were obliged to take fome thips to Liverpool to man 
them. 

Lhe lives of a prodigious number of negroes were 
carelefsly and impolitically facrificed in clearing the 
lee fide of Dominique, for fugar eftates. He recol- 
lects one planter there who bought 30 new negroes, 
and loft them all within thé year, 

P. 135. Negro porters, who pay their owners a weekly 
fum, having no fixed rates, endure great impofitions 
and hardfhips. If, on being offered too little for 

| their work, they remontftrate, they are very often 

fl beaten, and receive nothing: and fhould they refufe 
iat the next call, from the fame perfon, they are liable 
to be fummoned before a magiltrate, and punifhed 
on the parade, for refufal, and he has known them fo 
punifhed. Negroes that bring grafs to town to fell, 
have often their grafs taken away, without pay, and 


groes receive in markets, from white failors and 
others, are frequent, vexatious, and fevere. 


Witnels Examined,—Capt, Joun Samuer SMITH, of 
the Royal Navy. 


Was in the Weft Indies in 1772, 1977, and 1778, 
for above a year altogether, 
: Had feveral opportunities of obferving the treat- 
ment 


~~~ covered fo much, as fearcely to be known for the 


fometimes with a beating. The indignities the ne-_ 
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ment of plantation-flaves, from meeting with an old 1791. 


{choolfellow, a manager, 
many other managers. 

Firft impreffion was that flaves were treated more 
like beats than the human fpecies. The mode of pu- 
nifhment generally was, a negro ftretched on his belly, 
on the ground, a man at each hand and leg; the pu- 
nifhment inflicted by a negro with a long whip, ta- 
pering from the fize of one’s thumb, to a fmall 
lath, At every ftroke a piece of fieflh was drawn 
out, and that with much unconcern to the director 
of the punifhment. 

Grafs picking and theft, the moft frequent caufes 
of punifhment. Some were punifhed for not getting 
fo much grafs as others, and that at a time when he 
thought it impoffible tor them to get half the quan- 
tity, having been on the fpot. ‘The grafs 1s gene- 
rally picked after their day’s work. His idea iS, 
they feldom leave work till fun-fet, let the diftance 
be what it may; and they are obliged to pick grafs 
all the way home. 

The plantation-flaves were 
with the whip. ‘The only initance to the contrary 
is what he fhall fpeak to on a Grenada eftate. 

It by no means appeared to him, or to be gene- 
rally underftood, that flaves could get legal redrefs 
for ill ufage by their matters, or other whites. A 
{lave who paid his mafter for leave to work for 

himfelf, and kept a fhop and flaves under him, was 
employed on a job, by a gentleman of property; on 
being difpleafed with the man, he fent for him and 
punifhed him publickly, and the flave had no re- 
refs. This he has no doubt often happens. He 
has heard of many inftances of the like. 

Has heard of many cafes of flaves fuffering from 
their mafter’s bad circumftances, and has heard it 
often obferved, « If you want to know a proprietor’s 

circumftances, look at his flaves.”’ | 
Thinks a planter’s refidence a neceflary check on 
‘managers, and it was generally unfterftood fo. Has 
| K 2 feen 


very generally marked P. 


who introduced him to “™™ 


137e 
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1791. feen managers particularly attentive to their own 

“w—~ ftock and flaves, which he thinks they could not 

have done had the owner been there. This differ- 

ence of ufage muft doubtlefs caufe much jealoufy to 

the field-flaves. Has often feen more food given 

to managers flaves; and it js commonly obferved, 

that it is eafy to know the manager’s flaves from the 

Owner’s, from their better appearance. Has reafon 

P. 138.to believe managers often favour their own flaves, 

in labour, and other particulars, efpecially in grafs 

picking, as he has often feen; and he has no doubt 

but the grafs is generally appropriated to the mana- 

ger more than the owner. Managers never employ 

their own flaves for this purpofe. The keeping 

{tock is generally a part of the manager’s income, 

and he has no doubt it is fed at the proprietor’s ex- 

penfe. 

Planters never appeared careful to keep up their 

flaves by breeding. Has feen inftances which con- 

vinced him thar managers attended more to the in- 

creafe of their own flaves. The managers feemed 

ah generally profperous, and that often when the owners 
ae {eemed to be going behind hand. 7 

ai | It never appeared to him that any attempts were 

made to check promifcuous intercourfe, and to intro- 

duce regular domeftick habits. He has often known 
| where people from the fhips vifited managers, and had 

ag) Opportunities given by them of felecting women for. 3 

a their private ends: nor were the wives of negroes fe- 

cure from the whites on the eftates. He has Known | 

complaints made of the overfeer having infringed in 

that particular, again{t the woman’s will, without 

redreis. oe 

P. 139. Has feen many flaves neglected, who were aged | 

and paft labour. On obferving to the inhabitants oF 

the ftate of fuch objects, he has been told;ithat/builds 9a) 

ing hofpitals for them would be endlefs, as flaves 


would bring complaints ‘on themfelves to leave the.) 9a 
eftate, . 


It 
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It was underftood a common practice, and he yor, 
| himfelf has known inftances of women, in refpectable way~w 
‘ftations, ftanding by to fee their flaves punithed. 
Always confidered negroes as keen, tenfible, well- 
difpofed people, when their habits were not vitiated 
by cruel utage. 

Never thought it neceffary to treat them fo fevere- 
ly, having feen an initance where the reverie ufage 
-praduced a good effect, and which he often men- 
| tioned to managers whom he taw acting differently. 
| Was aniwered it might be practifed in particular 
| cafes, but it would be impoffible to get the work 
done, were it general, The manager, in that one 
inftance, told him that more work was done than 
on eftates where the treatment was otherwife. HeP. 140. 
§ does not remember afking if the pairing of the flaves 
was attended to on that eftate; but he faw religion 
| the firft object of the manager, which he thought 
} had a very good effect. 

1 Believes flaves, if ufed ill, dare not complain to an 
} attorney except in attrocious cafes. Firmly believes, 
the opinion of the flaves is, that the attorney and 
manager are one and the fame, with refpect to under- 
ftanding each other. 
| Never faw balls or dances among field-flaves ; but 
| often among houfe-flaves. 
On the whole, it by no means appeared to him, 
that the ftate of flaves could bear any comparifon 
with that of peafants here He always confidered 
them as treated and fpoken of as cattle. 
Has often been employed to board Guineamen to 
imprefs men; and though he fuppoles he may have 
boarded near 20 veffeis, at times, he never could get 
more than two men, who turned out fuch inhuman 
fellows, that they were forced to difmifs them, though 
good feamen. But the chief reafon of his not getting 
| men was, the fear of infection, having teen many of 
| them ulcerated very much, and otherwile difordered ; 
and though often folicited by thern, and told, that 
if he did not receive them, they would be fent alhore 
and. 
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179°. and left behind. To be applied to, by feamen,’ in 

—v™ any other trade, to be taken out-of their own fhips 
into Elis Majefty’s, is fo uncommon as feldom or 
never to happen. 


Witnefs examined—Mr. Wittram Duncan. 


P. 141. Was in Antigua from Jan. 1785 to July 1789, 
as Clerk in a {tore fix or eight months; as overfeer 
for about two years and a half; the reft of the time, 
kept ftore for himfelf. 

Firft impreffion was, that flaves looked very poor- | 
ly and ill created. : : 
The ufual allowance of plantation-flaves is a gal- 
lon of Indian corn or horfe-beans weekly, with fome- 
times two herrings; at other times, 241b. of yams 
and a little falt. ! 
The negroes, on the eftate he was on, which were | 
162, had only fix or feven acres among them, of but | 
indifferent land. ‘They had Sunday to work it, and | 
{ometimes Saturday afternoon, out of crop. ; 
Negroes appear in the beft condition rather to- | 
wards the end of crop. At other times, look ill fed. 
He fhould fuppofe they are driven by hunger to > 
theft. They ufually {teal provifions, at the rifk of | 
being cut and beat by the watchmen. i 

P. 142. Thinks about fourteen pence fterling the utmoft 
fum which an induftrious field-negro can earn for ° 
himielf in a week, He never knew fuch have any 
confiderable property, nor heard of a field-flave buy> | 
ing his freedom. | 
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utmoft coft of fuch as he has feen. | 
Thinks provifions allowed by mafters, and that 

which flaves raife in their own grounds, are, in gene- | 

ral, infufficient to fupport them and their families 


properly 


on 


eae 
‘$aae 
obs 


er@ 


y —* 
a 
eo 
4% 
Ale se ae 


Eee 


W. INDIES. DuNCAN. 


complain for want of food. | 
He thought the plantation-flaves cruelly treated, 


and not fufficiently attended to. 


‘did little work after they were four months gone with 
‘child; came out at eight o’cleck and went home by 
four; if wet came not out at all. At times the wo- 
‘men work a little, and their children are left with 


1 old women, inthe field. They are allowed to fuckle 


them. On a neighbouring eftate, the ufage of preg- 
nant women was the fame: cannot fay as to others. 


} He looks on the work generally required of field- 


flaves as laborious, according to their ftrength to 
perform it. 

Sometimes flaves have 39 lafhes, fometimes they 
are confined with chains and collars; and fometimes 
with iron boots on their ancles. Their whippings 
are fevere, fometimes wantonly infliéted, and, at other. 
times, difproportionate to the offences. Many ne- 
sroes bear about them the murks of the whip. He 
has‘feen a negro fo cut, that he could not lie on his 


back or fit down. 


_ He knew of no protection which flaves had again{t 
ill ufage from their owners, or managers, or over- 
feers. ‘Che owner was liable to be punifhed for 
murdering his fave. He knew a white man,-in in- 
different circumftances, who was fined 1ool. cur- 
rency, and imprifoned 12 months, for murdering his 
negro boy. 


quence of it fome months, he got no redrels. 
and manager and attorney. 


he was fit to work, coft more than one from Airica. 


79 
properly and comfortably. He has often heard them 179!- 
hase tnd 


_ The pregnant women, on the eftate where he lived, P. 143. 


PL 144. 


Relates an inftance of a flave unjuftly beaten by 
an intoxicated manager. Though aid up in cenie- 


He has known the fame man doctor and attorney, 
The opinion was, that a creole negro, by the time 
The treatment on the eitate he lived on was better 


than common. The effe@ was that they increaled. 


Alf the flaves on Sir G. Thomas’s Belfatt eftate, and 
| Carlifle’s, 


W. In DIeEs. DuNCAN, 


1791. Carlifle’s, and feveral others he cannot name, in- 
“v— creafed, or kept up their numbers, without addition } 
> 145+by purchafe. 
On a neighbouring eftate, the treatment was worfe 
than ufual, and the effe@t was, the flaves decreafed. 
He thinks the fexes nearly equal, but he believes, | 
moit males. 
‘The capacities and difpofitions of negroes are much 
hike thofe of the whites. \ 
They received religious inftru€tion chiefly from | 
Methodift preachers. The ifland clergy were not fo i 
attentive as the Methodilts. The negroes fo in-, 
ftructed were improved in their morals and behavi- 
our. Such paid more attention to marriage. He | 
has often known negroes defire to have their chil- il 
dren baptized. 1 he clergy ufually took a dollar from. 
them for baptifm. n| 
P. 146. He has known families fent to different iflands, 
from fales by execution, or otherwife. 
Fie has feen fome free negroes very well behaved, 
and very induftrious. They are ufually tradefmen 
and huckfters. He never knew them work in the 
field. They would think it a difgrace to work with 
aflave. ‘They can earn more by thofe employments 
than by field-work, + ol 
Fle has often heard the faves fay, they were kid- 
napped; particularly a woman who waited on him, 
faid that when going on an errand, fhe was carried off 
in a bag and fold. ie 
He iees no reafon why the plough might not be 
ufed, efpecially to loofen {tiff land, which would cer- | 
tainly fave much labour. ee 
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Witnefs examined—Captain Tuomas Lroyp, 
Of the Royal Navy. 


Was in the Weft Indies in 1779. Commanded 1791. 
ithe Glafgow, and was burnt out of her in Montego\m--—y-—~ 
bay, Jamaica. | : P. 147+ 
His firft impreffion was, that the flaves were very ! 
generally confidered as black cattle, and very often 
jtreated like poft-horfes. | 
Relates inftance of a man and woman flave exe- 
Jcuted at St. Ann’s bay, in fight of his fhip’s com- 
pany. ‘The former for running away, the latter for 
fecreting him. | 

At lvits. Winne’s, of Mammee bay, faw a woman 
flave with one hand only, and afked Mrs. W. how 
ifhe loft it, She faid it had'been cut off. She hada 
| female flave to whom fhe trufted her linen and other 
valuable effects, from fufpecting her indented white 
fervant had abufed that confidence. She diretedP. 148. 
her flave never to iffue out linen, without her orders. 
The white woman wanted a pair of fheets, and at- 
tempted forcibly to take them. A fcuffle enfued, 
and fix weeks after the fuppofed offence, the white 
woman fwore the flave had’ ftruck her, and fhe had 
her right hand cut off, Mrs. W. having in vain 
endeavoured to fufpend the amputation. She {poke 
of this as an inhuman aét, and a great injury to her 
|property. rk 
‘He was told by a perfon of veracity, whom he 
-wifhes not to name, that it was the practice of 
a certain planter, whofe name he does not now 
recollect, to frame pretences for the execution of his 
worn out flaves,.in order to get the ifland allowance: 
-and it was fuppofed he had dealt largely in that way. 

Captain Cornwallis told him, while he was there, 
that, at a dinner with fome of the principal planters, 
the converfation turning on the profit and lofs of 
Numb, 4. L, fugar 
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1791. fugar eftates, one of them faid, that in crop he | 
try worked his negroes 20 hours out of the 24. Another | 
faid, many of them muft have died. He granted | 

that, but, on the whole, it anfwered. i 

He has feen, about the ftreets and roads, many | 

old, miferable objects, and was told many of them [| 

had their freedom given them, when no longer able | 

to work. The moft wretched object he ever faw was | 
at Port Royal. 7 a} 

He had reafon to believe, that negroes might be | 

induced to work properly, without feverity. A Mr. | 
Greenland had but a few, who looked well and happy. a 
Captain L. afked him the reafon. He faid, he never 
punifhed them, and he did not find but he was_as_ | 

well off as others who purfued a different condu&. | 

P. 149. He has heard fenfible people afcribe the decreafe | 
of flaves, on feveral eftates, to the feverity’of their 
treatment. | 

Many inftances of the ill treatment of the flaves, 

have been told him by his brother officers, upon the _ 
{tation ; but why they keep back their evidence he. | 
cannot tell, He has heard of military combinations 

to obtain juftice, and to refift oppreffion ; but this is - 

the firft inftance he ever heard of affociations for the 
{uppreffion of truths. ‘se | 


i 


as 


Witnefs examined—Lieutenant Baer Davi SON, 
Of the late 79th Regiment. 


P. 150. . Was in Jamaica, from the middle of 1771 to the . 
end of 1783, except a few months on the Spanifh. 
main.  (Praétifed. furgery in Jamaica, many years, . 
before. the Freach war, p. 154.) rT 
Flad many opportunities of feeing the treatment. | 
both of field and town flaves. Was quartered in | 
many parts of the ifland;.refided fome time at a 
: | a pianter’s , 
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) planter’s houfe, given him and his family for a 1791. 
CaN aad 


barrack. 


‘the flaves were very cruelly treated, by being moft 
‘unmercifully flogged by their owner’s order. Such 
‘punifhments never were reftritted to 39 lafhes. 
‘Underftands there was fuch a law, but never knew 
it abided by, where punifhment was really meant. 

_ Sometimes owners in town would have them 
flogged at home, or fend them to gaol, to be pu- 
-nifhed, or have them tied up to a crane on the wharfs. 
He has very often feen thofe punifhments inflicted, 


‘at all times of the day. In houfes and on the wharfs 
flaves are always punifhed by order of the owners, 


| and often in gaol. 


They appeared much more fevere than regimental 
punifhments. He remembers a new negro girl 
flogged by her miftrefs’s order, and who died of a 
mortification from the wounds two days after. 


cowfkin, and on eftates with a long whip. 

On eftates they are faftened to four ftakes driven 
into the ground, and whipped. He has often feen 
regular punifhments in the field, for neglect of work, 
and other offences committed on the {pot. 

Le has often feen owners fend their flaves to be 
whipped in gaol; and has very often feen them 
brought home by perfons belonging to the gaol. 
The precife number of ftripes to be given in gaol 


was not ordered, The owners generally told them 
to fog them well, according to the crime. 

He knew many cruelties; but none followed by 
death, except that mentioned. The clergyman’s 
wife at Port Royal, was remarkably cruel. She ufed 
to drop hot fealing-wax on her negroes, after hogging 
them. He was fent for, as furgeon, to one of them, 
whofe breaft was terribly burnt with fealing-wax. 


The firft general impreffion on his mind was thatP, 151. 


In towns the flaves are generally flogged with aP. 152. 


A woman next door to him was often flogging her 
negroes fo cruelly, that he has frequently gone: in 


and infifted on her defifting; and, at laft, he com- 
ia plained 
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1791. plained of her to a magiftrate, who told him he had 


aN ae, 
P. 153 


P. 184. 


nothing to do with it. 
* He is very fure the flave’s treatment depends 


wholly on the owner’s dilpofition; as fome were very | 


cruel, and others not fo, | 
He has very often remonftrated to owners and 


' managers on feverity, efpecially to the clergyman’s | 
wife, and the clergyman himfelf, who fad they | 
would not do without feverity, and even being half | 


ftarved, which he often knew was the cafe at his 
own houfe. He has often talked to them on their 
flaves being ill from feverity and hunger. He pare 
ticularly remonttrated to the woman mentioned 


(whofe negro died) when he has feen the negro at_ 


work, kneeling, on her bare knees, on the pebbles, 
a punifhment very common in houfes there, 

He believes the flaves generally underftood they 
had a right to legal redrefs, for feverity, as he has 
often had complaints, when quartered up the coun- 


try, from different eftates, He never knew fuch 


redre{s obtained, from negroes themfelves complain- 


ing. When ill ufed by others, the owners take care _ 


to get redrefs, . 
He faw a flave both of whofe noftrils had been flit, 


| 


ty 


by her mittrefs’s order, from jealoufy. No attempt 


was made to punifh this woman, as fhe was of fome 


confequence, being the wife of the engineer of the | 


ifland, 


it was very common for women, in refpectable 


fituations, to ftand by, at the punithment of their 
flaves. 


He thinks pregnant women were not, in general, 


properly attended to, having been fent for to fevera] 
eftates, where the mother fcarcely had any cloaths to 


cover her, nor any baby-cloaths, and was in want of 


every kind of proper nourifhment, 


‘He has feen feveral pregnant women flogged on i 


eftates, and a hole made jn the ground to receive 
their belly, He was once fent for to a woman who 
had 


W. Incres. Davison. 


had mifcarried from fevere fogging, when both child 
and herfelf died. 

The jaw-fall was fatal to negro infants, in many 
cafes which fell under his notice, owing, he believes, 
to want of proper neceffaries. bad houies, and vari- 


ous other caufes. It is impoffible to account entirely 


for it. He is fure it was not equally fatal to white 
children; as in the different regiments he was in, 


85 
1791. 


they had a great many children born, but he never P. 155. 


knew one of them die with it. 
Thinks, in general, the flaves were very badly 
fed. , | 

It appeared to him, that when mafters were in 
debt, the flave’s food was reduced; as the flaves of 
feveral very poor planters near him, ufed, in the 
night, to rob him of every kind of provifions. 
There were feveral eftates where he knew the flaves 
were better fed, and who never troubled them. 

He is fure the flaves were not univerfally allowed 
Saturday afternoon, to work their grounds, as he 
never knew it; and, had it been common, he muft 
have known it. 

He has known the flaves, on the eftate where he 
lived, feveral times obliged to work, even on Sun- 
days, for their mafter. His houfe was very near the 
works. 

He has often known them work all night at the 
boiling-houfe and mill. 

The taylor, who worked for him the whole time 


when he left the ifland, had fome flaves of his own. 


He never knew a field-fiave buy his freedom. 


Has known flaves, (generally Africans) deftroy 


themfelves, particularly one at Port Royal, who 


having been punifhed over-night, was found hanging 
jn-his hut in the morning. He was an African who 
had not been long bought, He never knew a creole 
kill himtelf. : 

Is fure old negroes, paft labour, were not, in 
general, fufficiently attended to. He knew two old 
men, 


he was in Jamaica, bought his own freedom; andP, 156. 
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wv fubfifted by begging. | 
The negroes wives were not fecure from the 

whites; for he has known different book-keepers, 

juft come to the eftate, take their wives from them. 


the flaves. (If there be a law againft this, he never 


to chufe negro women for themfelves or friends. 
p- 181.) 


with the whip. : 
A great many inftances have fallen within his no- 
ee tice, which proved feverity unneceflary. He had al- 
ae a 7 ways § or 6 flaves, whom he never found it necef- 
eer ye. fary to punifh, as he ufed them well. A Mr. Mal- 
i : yee. colm, who had a large eftate, would not allow a ne- 


infurrection, Mr. D. expreffed his furprife, that he 
would leave his wife and family on the eftate, when 
P. 157. he was 8 or 10 miles off. Mr. M. faid, he was fure 
his negroes would behave as well in his abfence, as in 
his prefence. Mr. D. has been often at his houfe, 
and has known him moft days go among his negroes, 
and hear their complaints. He told him that he 
had not bought a new negro for 10 or 12 years. ‘That 
they never ran away, and that his eftate and negroes 
had confiderably increafed in that time. Has often 
heard him fay, he had as much work done as others, 
and that his negroes always worked willingly. Is 
fure he encouraged their pairing, as he gave them 
every neceflary, and kept their houfes. in good re- 
pair. He knew an eftate where the negroes were all 
creoles. Is fure they were treated better than com- 
mon. 
Free negroes were generally tradefmen, and very 
induftrious. 7 | : 
Saw a mother and her daughter feparated at a fale 


1791. men, belonging to a woman in Port Royal, who 
Believes this was very often a caufe of difcontent to |, 


knew it inforced. It is common for whites on eftates |, 


Both houfe and field flaves were generally marked 


gro to be punifhed, without his knowledge. In an 


P. 179+by vendue. A negro woman had been fold by her aim, 


miftrefs to a Jew, to be fent off the ifland; but Mr. 
D. bought _ 


| 


| 
} 


SS 


aie 


st 


Tae 


* 


* j 


ry 


W.INn DIES. DavVISON. 87. 


D. bought her from the Jew. | She had 2 children, 1791.. 
whom her miftrefs kept from her, and whom fhe of- 
ten begged him to buy, which he could not conve- 
niently do. He bought a new negro, who found his 
brother, and brought him to the fortto Mr. D. Mr. 
Chambers, owner of the brother, begged Mr. D. to 

"part with his, as the brother was a very valuable 
boiler. This Mr. D. reluctantly complied with, for 

_ his was equally valuable. 

The Maroon negroes in Jamaica, increafed moft P. 180. 
certainly. He has often been in all their towns, and 
always faw great numbers of children. Their num- 
bers were confiderably more when he left, than when 
he went to, the ifland. He is fure they did not in- 
corporate run-aways among them, as they had a re- 
ward and mile-money, for bringing them to the 
oaols. 

Is fure whites, if temperate, could, without ma- 
terial injury, do any kind of out-of-door work. It 
‘s well known, that the. fhip-wrights and. other 
tradefmen, in the king’s-yard, Port-Royal, often 
work all day long, and he never knew them un- 
| healthier than people in general. White artificers 

certainly do work at their trades, in the Weft Indies, 
without materially hurting their health. 

He believes thumb-fcrews are very often ufed in 
the Weft Indies, having feen feveral negro girls at 
work with the needle, in prefence of their miftreffes, 
with a thumb-fcrew on their left thumb, and he has 
| {een the blood guth out from the end of them, 
Domefticks certainly are particularly fubject to 
| their owner’s caprice. He has often known their 
| miftrefs fend them to be punifhed, without telling 
| them for what. He has been frequently fent for, 
| to the clergyman’s flaves” before-mentioned, after 
they have been feverely flogged, and otherwite ul 
treated, fo that he conceived their lives in great 
danger: particularly to one woman who had beenP, 181. 
tied up all night, by her, hands, and abuifed with 


cayenne pepper, in a way too horrid and indecent to 
nention | 
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179%. mention. He lived next door to a wafher-woman, 
—v— at Port Royal, who was almoft continually flogging 


her negroes. He has often gone in and remonftrated 
againit her cruelty, where he has feen the negro wo- 
men chained to the wafhing tubs, almott naked, with 
their thighs and backs ina gore of blood, from flog- 


ging. He could mention various other Capricious — 


punithments, if neceffary. 


Fle is fure means are ufeds in Guineamen, to fup-' 
prefs the flaves difeafes (which afterwards break out 


{till more violently, or bring on other diforders) ef- 


pecially fluxes, ashe madé it his buGinefs to afk the 


furgeons, who candidly told him their mode of treat. 
ment on board. He made this inquiry, on his wife’s 
father having bought a good number of flaves out of 
a Guineaman, feveral of whom broke out in violent 
fluxes. 


FYe has known new negroes put into the field 2 or 


3 days after being bought. They fometimeés demain’ 


on board in the harbour, 2 or 3 weeks before fale. 
Flas feen a great many ulcerated failors lying 
P. 182, about, in moft parts of the ifland, efpecially at King- 
Diy) Sees chiefly belonged to Guineamen, for he 
particularly afked them. 
Flas often heard planters fay, fuch an overfeer had 
improved the eftate, by large crops: but never 
heard any fuch thing mentioned, in connection, as 


his care of the negroes, or keepine them up by 


breeding. 
He has often gone on the eftates of abfenteés, 
with attornies, and came away with them, and faw 


very little attention paid, except afking the overfeer 
when the fugars would be ready for marker. He- 


never heard any inquiries made into the negroes ftate 
and treatment. | Fe 
Flas frequently heard owners of flaves fay, that a 
creole, when fit to work, cofts more than a new 
negro, ~ 466) itp ew 
The attorney and overfeer are not always diftin&: 


pérfons, He has known feveral that were both ath? 7 


torney 
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torney and overfeer. He knew feveral in Spanifh 1791. 
Town, from 20 to 40 miles off the eftates they were “—V™ 


attornies for, Attornies are often directly interefted 


in increafing the crops, as he always underftood they P, 183. 


have a per centage on them. 

Overfeers very often have flaves of their own: he 
has known them have jobbing gangs. Has known 
the abfent mafter’s houfe-flaves fent into the field, 


-and the overfeer’s put in their room. 


Many more domeftics are kept in Weft India fa- 
milies than in fimilar Englifh ones. Has known 
from 12 to 20 in a houfe, where half as many would 
do very well. 

Domettics certainly increafe, from being better fed 
and treated, and lefs worked. | 

Female flaves are very commonly let out, by their 
owners, for proftitution. 

Slaves fell vegetables at market, on their owner’s 
account ; as feveral mountain eftates chiefly depend 
on felling vegetables. 

On many eftates he is fure proper medical care was 
not taken of the negroes; as the furgeon often lives 
far from the eftates, and vifits them, when he 
thinks proper. 


He brought a Guinea woman to England, whoP. 184. 


withed much to be fent to her own country, It is 
common for fick negroes to fay, with much pleafure, 
they are going to die, and are going home from this 
Buccra country. | | 

Has often known flaves 12 months in gaol, from 
their mafter’s debts. — 

Believes owners are very commonly involved with 
Guinea merchants; for they often ftay on the eltates, 
all the week, except Sundays, with their gates always 
locked. Buyers of new negroes, if planters, are 
credited, from one crop to another; if not planters, 
from 6 to 12 months. 

He has very often feen refufe-negroes, fold at 
vendue, in a wretched fituation, and very cheap. 
Several make a trade of it. | 

Numb. 4. M There | 
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1791. There was a captain to every Maroon town, and 
y~v—~ a fuperintendant over the Whole, to keep up order. 
P. 185. Fe thinks runaways could not be harboured, in the 

Maroon towns, without coming to the captain’s 
knowledge, who always lives very near the towns, 
He is appointed, by the governor, as guardian of the 
treaty with the Maroons. He is always a white man, 
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Witnefs examined—Drewe Y Orrey, Efa, 
! His Majefty’s Chief Juftice on the Ifland of 
a _ St. Vincent. 


Pala P. 158. Refided in the W. Indies fince 1776, chiefly in St, 
be Vincent. Has vifited Antigua, Tobago, St. Kitts, 
i i ah Grenada, and St. Lucia: was in England about ten 
Bete i months of the time. 
Pei Is of the council of St. Vincent’s, appointed in 
re 1784, and chief juftice in 1787, 
emt Managed his own eftates there ti]] made chief 
Hs juftice ; when, often abfent on public bufinefs, he 
ia); employed a manager, whofe condué he conftantly 
fuperintended. | 
As to the laws refpecting flaves ; the old flave 
acts, which were the general laws throughout the 
iflands and which in many {till continue unrepealed, » 
have appeared to him in Many cafes unjuft and in, 
human, as to the perfonal fecurity of flaves; which — 
appears only to be provided for, in cafes of niurders, 
ifmemberment, and mutilation, And as the evidence e 
| of flaves is never admitted againft whites, the difi__ ( 
P. 159,culty of legally eftablifhing fa&s is fo great, that 
| white men are in a manner put beyond the reach of 
the law: however, fuppofing the proof full, the mur- a 
der of a flave in fome iflands is only punithable by a 
larger fine, and difmemberment and mutilation bya 
dinaller, Some of the aéts are filent on the murder 
of a flave, and it has been fuppofed, in thofe iflands, 
that it was punifhable by the common law of Eng- — 
land: 
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_alfo introduced in fome of the flave aéts of the other 
iflands, is of opinion, that by inference from that 
_claufe, the murder of a flave is not punifhable by 
common law as a capital offence. 

There is no law for fecuring the flave’s property, 
_againft his mafter, nor again{ft ftrangers, unlefs the 
-mafter brings an action. 

_ There are laws in moft of the iflands obliging 
mafters to provide food and clothing for their flaves ; 
but does not think them in general efficient, from the 
difficulty of bringing proof of the breach of the law. 
_ Some claufes in the St. Vincent’s flave act appear 
to be oppreffive and impolitic; particularly that 
which obliges the whites, under a penalty, to fearch 
once a fortnight, the negroe houfes on the eftate, for 
runaways or f{tolen goods; that which prevents flaves 
from hiring themfelves of their mafters to work on 
their own account; thofe which lay certain reftric- 
‘tion on free negroes, and deprive them in fome cafes 
of trial by jury; the claufe which throws obftacles in 
the way of flaves buying their freedom; and fome 
others which he does not juft now recollect. 

In his anfwers, he confines himielf to St. Vincent’s 
where named; where no ifland is named, his obferva- 
tions extend to all where the old flave acts are yet in 
force. 


itis difficult to afcertain them; he will therefore fpeak 
to fuch alterations and provifions as appear neceflary 
for the protection of flaves. | 

He would recommend the paffing a fave act in 
every ifland, repealing thofe now in force, and efta- 
blifhing regulations upon the principle of the late 
Grenada act, to obviate the difficulty of bring- 
ing evidence againft whites: councils of protection 
or guardians, fhould be named to tee that the provi- 
fions made for the benefit of flaves,are enforced : they 
\thould be empowered to infpe& provifion Se Pee 
| fl’ 2 fick 


ro 


land: however, on confidering the latter part of the 1791. 
fecond claufe in the St. Vincent flave aé&, which is —~~ 


The omiffions in the old laws are fo numerous that P. 160. 
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W. Inpres. 
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1791. fick houfes, clothing, negro-houfes, and the general 
“v—~ condition of flaves,; and upon juft grounds of fufpi- 
cion, to have power to examine whites, or other free 
perfons, on oath, and to profecute offenders, where 


Thinks, if the guardians do their duty, and a& 
with impartiality, that the fubftitute for the evidence 
of flaves, (provided by the Grenada aét) affords as 


great a degree of protection and fecurity as perfons in 


a {tate of flavery can enjoy. 
Can devife no means, likely to be adopted, for ad- 
mitting the evidence of flaves, in their prefent ftate 


of ignorance. 


The laws lately paffed in Jamaica, Grenada, and 


Dominica, (as contained in the Privy Council report) 
have fupplied moft of the omiffions now noticed; but 
the Grenada law feems beft calculated to have full 


effect. 


The punifhments to be inflicted by the St. Vincent’s 


flave act, muft be by order of jultices of the peace: 
recollects no provifions there, which limit the degree, 


or afcertain the nature, of the 
mafter or manager may infliét. i 

The general modes of punifhment he has obferved _ 
on Welt India eftates, were, whipping, the ftocks, 
chains, iron collars; the latter not frequent, nor 
long worn, becaufe deemed hurtful to the faves 


health. 


of mafters or managers. 


YY 
As to whipping in a cruel manner and difpropor- 
tionate to the offence, overfeers ftriking flaves” 
wantonly, fubtracting from his allowance, taking a=) 
way the provifions he has raifed, or other arbitrary” 
and cruel treatment independent of punifhment for” 
P. 162,offences, much depends on the temper and difpofition 


On all the eftates he has 


known, where the mafter or manager refided, over- 


feers were forbidden te ftrike any flave, and were li- 
able to be turned off if they did. Sometimes the 
it, but does not think it common, 


punifhment which a 


y do 
The 
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The treatment of flaves, fo far as he has obferved, 1791- 
a 


is in general humane. 
Inftances of cruelty do and will occur, but does 


not think them common. Certainly thinks them 
exceptions to general ulage. 


As to inftances of notorious cruelty in the iflands 
going unpunifhed, never knew but one cafe where a 
man was punifhed by law in St. Vincent’s for cruelty 
to a flave, and that was very lately. Has heard of 
other cafes of cruelty notorious, which have gone 
unpunifhed. 

In St. Vincent’s, induftrious field flaves are gene- 
rally poffeffed of fome property. So far as he can 
cuels, an induftrious but ordinary field flave may 


acquire to the amount of 61. or 81. fterling per ann. 


Of 200 flaves on an eftate, not more than one-third p, 


can be reckoned field flaves ; fome of whom will be 
young and indifferent to property, others lazy. He 
fhould fuppofe 12 to 18 might acquire to the amount 
mentioned. Has heard of field flaves acquiring to 
a greater amount, but in general they are careful to 
conceal their propérty from their matters. They 
acquire it by raifing hogs, goats, poultry, and by the 
culture of their grounds, of which they have in ge- 
neral more than they can cultivate, and as good land 
for the purpofe as any on the eftate. Out of crop 
they have half of Saturday, or one day in a fort- 
night. hinks the latter better for the flave, as he 


can go frefh to his work, and has more time to com- 


plete any particular job. 

In St. Vincent’s flaves are never married according 
to the rites of the Church, but they are very often 
attached to one woman. 

Knows of no law to prevent a 
bauching the wife of a flave: but d 
any cafe of the kind, — 

As the females, who are not married, do not feem 
to prize chaftity muoh, he fhould fuppofe the men 
licentious with regard to women. 


oes not recollect 


Slaves, 
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white from de-P, 164. 


17Q1. 
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Slaves, when paft the time of 
man and wife, 

The men are in general fo addicted to the ufe of 
{pirituous liquors, that they will get drunk as oft as 
they can, | 

Has heard young females ftudy to Procure abor- 


they are fo fond of 
dancing, that he does not think Pregnancy, unlefs 


OTTLEY. 


youth, often live 


eltates are forbidden. 

The flaves are in general very harmlefs and peace- 
able. Never knew a cafe, even where they have 
treated, of their attempting to 
Property from refentment; tho’ 
were they fo inclined, they have many Opportuni- 
Atel particularly in crop time, 
benevolent difpofition, and a general good will. On 
every diftrefsful emergency, fuch as fire, which often 
happens, he has always obferved negroes from the 
neighbouring plantations, uncalled, even in the 
night, ready and a@ive to their utmoft exertion in 
relieving the misfortune of the moment. : 
an inftance which occurred in 178¢: A fire fuddenly 


trouble and fome rifque extinguithed the flames, 
which might otherwife have deftroyed 59 or 60 
hogfheads of fugar; nor did they afk any reward ; 
but of courfe fome recompence was fent them. 

Thole feafoned to the iflands appear to -be of a 
chearful temper; and are fo, when well] ufed; which 
may be known by their returning merry and fing- 
ing, from their work. 

Thinks, on eftates well handed with feafoned 
negroes, and which have a regular fucceffion of chil- 
dren to fupply thofe who fall off by age, the numbers 
might be kept up, and probably Increafe without 
importation, 


They difcover a- 
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importation. In many inftances, eftates, humanely 1791. 
managed, and with a fuitable proportion of the fexes, ~w™ 
actually have, and do increafe their numbers without 
importation. (p. 167.) 

Is acquainted with the Caribs of St. Vincent’s. P, 166. 
They are moftly of the negro race, faid to be defcen- 
ded from fuch as efcaped from a flave fhip, wrecked 
upon the coaft. 

Believes they do not incorporate runaways, who 
would be eafily diftinguifhed from the Caribs, who 
have a peculiar flattening in the forehead, produced 
in infancy; they have a reward too for bringing in run- 
aways; and there is befides a {trong antipathy be- 
tween them and the flaves (p. 169). Their number is 
faid to be 3000, fo that they muft certainly have in- 
creafed, and believes they are {till on the increafe: 
they are fond of fpirituous liquors (p. 169). 

As flaves can never live fo much at their eafe as 
the Caribs do, and muft be more expofed while at 
work, they will be fubject to difeafes, to which the 
Caribs and free negroes are not; they will therefore 
probably not increafe fo much, though they may in- 
creafe. 

W. India eftates are in general deeply mortgaged: P, 167. 
In proportion to the weight of debt on them, they 
will in many inftances be worked with greater exer- 
tion of labour, and under difadvantages of credit pre- 
judicial to the fupplies for comfort, or even fub- 
fiftence of the flaves, in many cafes. 

He fhould neceffarily conclude, that where flaves 
are not fupplied equally with the neceffaries and 
comforts of life, they will of courfe be proportionally 
defective in increafe. 

The proprietors of eftates preffed by their credi- 
tors would, he fears, be induced to work their gangs 
beyond their ftrength, were they cut off from freth 
fupplies of flaves, and thus a fudden and total aboli- 


tion eventually prove oppreflive to many flaves in 
the Welt Indies, 


Believes, 


1791. 
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the queftion of the flave-trade depending 
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Believes, 


“v~ in the Britith Parliament, may have direéted the at- 


P. 168. 


be 


tention of the colonial legiflatures, to the reform of 
the laws in favour of flaves; and while the queftion 
continues pending, believes they will be difpofed 
to adopt any practicable regulations which may be 
recommended to them; but does not think they 
would attend to fuch recommendation with the fame 
good temper and fatisfaGtion were the queftion de- 
cided, and the flave-trade ftopt. 

Does not think any effectual reform of the flave 
laws could be made without the co-operation of the 


colonies, as by the conftitution of their governments, 


their legiflative bodies muft pafs the laws, and the 
magiftrates and others in the iflands enforce them. 


Fis letter to Sir William Young, contained in the: 


Privy Council Report, was written in hafte, and 
merely for Sir William’s private information. 
As the laws now fland in many of the ilands, do- 


-meltick flaves muft be peculiarly fubject to their 


P. 1609. 


mafters caprice; and their fituation can lefs be efe@— 


ed by regulations of law, than even that of field 
flaves, becaufe the conduét of mafters to domefticks 
is not fo open to the obfervation of the world. 

As to fuppofing private punifhments to be reftric- 
ted to a certain number of lafhes, and mafters and 
overfeers fhould exceed the limitation, or {plitting 
one crime into many, give the limited number for 
each : 
or other to juftice, while the evidence of a flave con- 
tinues inadmiffible, | 

Believes there are 400 or soo whites in all, ex- 
clufive of the military, in St. Vincent’s ; perhaps 150 
more in the {mall iflands now conneéted with it; and 


imagines the flaves on thofe iflands, which are not g 


many, are included in the number of St. Vincent’s 
flaves. | 

Never knew a free negro hire himfelf to field la- 
bour, to hire as mechanicks is common, 


can devife no mode of bringing fuch matter. 


The4 
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The ftock of flaves on his eftate when he firft went 179 
out have conftantly increafed; but the new negroes —— 


97 


he has bought fince 1784, have, in fpite of all poffibleP. 170. 


attention to them, decreafed at leaft one in eight. 
Mr. Robley told him, that on his eftate Sandy Point, 
in Tobago, there has been a con{tant confiderable 
increafe by births, though the fituation does not 
feem healthy. In St. Vincent’s, upon Sir William 
Youne’s eftate, Calliagua, there has been for fome 
years paft a conftant increafe by births; the fame on 
Mr. Haffey’s éftate, and he believes alfo upon Mr. 
Winn’s; and likewife upon Mr. Collins’s and a Mr. 
Morgan’s eftates. . 

If proper attention was paid to the religious in- 
ftruction of flaves, he is convinced it would be of the 


ereateit advantage to the planters. Within thefe - 


three or four years, fome Methodift  miffionaries, 
have had accefs to many eftates in St. Vincent’s, for 
that purpofe. Has heard that in Antigua the flaves 
have been greatly improved in their morals by the 
inftruétions of the Moravians; infomuch, that the 
actual value of fuch flaves, confidered as objects of 
comimerce, has been raifed. An increafe of popula- 
tion from the births, would be an’ undoubted con- 
fequence of the moral improvement of flaves (p. 
174.) 

Does not think, that even on thofe eftates where 
he has known the itock kept up and increafed by 
births, fuch attention has been paid to the fubject as 
he would judge proper (p. 174-) 

As to whites-efcaping punifhment in atrocious 
cafes, from negro evidence being invalid, recollects, 
that in Oétober. 1789, a flave in Tobago was iaid, 
and univerfally believed, to have been ftabbed by a 


white (thinks the manager of the eftate) in the pre-p. yay, 


fence of many other flaves. The man died on the 


‘fpot, and the white was tried, but, for want of fuch 


evidence as Welt Indian courts of law require, was 
acquitted. Another cafe occurred in St. Vincent's 5 
a white, was ftrongly fufpected of having thot his 

Numb. 4. N — brother- 
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1791. brother-in-law, the fat was {aid by two or three 

tv—~ flaves to have been done in their prefence ; and, 
the coroner’s inqueft (he thinks) confirmed this fut. 
picion, by a verdié of wilful murder, againft this 
white. At a court where he (Mr. Ottley) prefided, 
the caufe was tried, and although there fcarcely re- 
mained a doubt with the jury of the man’s cuilt, he 
was neverthelefs acquitted, for want of fufficient 
evidence. 

Thinks, that flaves in general are better treated, 
and more fatished with their condition, where the 
owner refides. 

Where cround provifions are {carce, and the owner’s 
embarraffments prevent his getting fupplies of im- 
ported provifions, his negroes mutt certainly fuffer, 
In 1779, he has heard, many perfons fuffered in An- 
tigua from this circumftance. 

P, 172. Has always heard that in St. Kitt’s the chief de- 
pendance is on imported provifions, and it mutt be 
often fo in Antigua, from the droughts to which 
they are fubject. | 

Where planters, as has often happened, take in 
more cane land than they can properly cultivate, the 4 
Jabour of the negroes will be increafed, and the land i 
will not be productive. - 

Never knew a field flave buy his freedom. Never 
heard of aé of fuicide amone creoles. 

As to infurrections, whether moft to be apprehend-_ 
ed from African or Creole flaves, there never was 
an infurrection in St. Vincent’s; but thofe which 
happened in Tobago, he has heard, originated with 
the Africans. | : 

The circumftance of being forcibly torn from 
their families and friends, will frequently have the 
effect to fhorten the lives of imported flaves; parti- 
cularly the aged: thofe who deftroy themfelves are 
always found to be adults. 

The climate of St. Vincent’s, when firft fettled, 
being covered with wood, was very fatal to Eu- 

Fopcans ; but now it feems as healthy as any other 
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of the iflands; and it has been remarked, that no 1791. 
greater mortality has occurred among the troops, for ~~ 


thefe five or fix years pait, than is common in Eng- 
land. The Europeans who are refident, from ex- 
pofure during the hours of labour, are frequently fub- 
ject to difeafes. 

By the court aét, flaves may be feized for the 
owner’s debt, but not till his goods, chattels, and 
produce are found infufficient. Slaves by the laws 
of St. Vincent’s are in general confidered as of the 
nature of real eftate, and fo defcend to the heir, and 
widows are dowable from them; but where the per- 
fonal eftate is infufficient, executors may inventory 
flaves, and apply them to the difcharge of the tetta- 
tor’s debts. But to prevent eftates being deprived of 
flaves, there is a particular law in St. Vincent's, . al- 
lowing the executors to advance money at.6 per cent. 
intereft, taking fecurity on the flaves. 

In cafe of actual feizure, the marfhal is equally 
refponfible for flaves, as for other property. 


As to feparation of families, by fuch fales, theP.~ 174. 


law has provided, that a woman and her infant child 


fhall always be fold together. Does not recollect 


any other provifion. | 

Is of opinion, that the reforms in the treatment of 
fMaves hinted in the preceding part of his evidence, 
would be for the mutual advantage of owner and 
flave. | 

With refpect to the interefts of the owner and 
managers being fometimes at variance, it is in ge- 
neral the manager’s intereft to make large crops, to 
fupport his character as a planter ; and perfons often 
judging from ‘effects, he may feel himfelf under a 
kind of neceffity of working the flaves harder than 
he wifhes, to keep up to the produce of former years. 

Never loft more than two or three children on his 
eftates by the tetanus, but many by worms between 
three and fix years, which feems the moft fatal dif- 
order to children in the Welt Indies, white as well 
as negro. 
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1791. | Want of food and other ill treatment he fhould 
tv fuppofe to be one great caufe of faves running away : 
P. 175-indeed he has heard of a cafe, where about 20 negroes, 
who had been long abfent, on the death of a matter 
eftcemed very fevere, voluntarily returned to the 
eftate: however, has known negroes run away with- 
out any provocation, 

Upon afking his African negroes how they became 
flaves, fome who were imported young, faid, they were 
/ kidnapped; others, that they had been fold for 

crimes, or prifoners of war. 


Witnefs examined—Reverend Mr. Stuarr. 


P. 175. Has been at Guadaloupe, Dominique, St. Croix, 
St. Euftatius, St. Kitts, (at the laf about a year) 
and Nevis. Went to the Wet Indies about the be- 

P. 177+ ginning of 1778, and‘left them in 1779 for America, 

P. 175.which he left at Chriftmas 1782. Has had a twenty 
years acquaintance with the condition of flaves in the 
different ftates of N. America, 

He is warranted in declaring that the negroes are 
an opprefied and much injured race, in no better 
eftimation than labouring cattle; and every deicrip- 
tion of their treatment he has met with, falls fhort 

P. 176.of their real ftate. He read Mr. Ramfay’s, in ma- 
nufcript, at St, Kitts, and comparing it on the fpot 
with the treatment of the flaves, thought it too 
favourable. f : 

Though there are as humane people in the Weft 
Indies as elfewhere, they are from the nature of 
flavery led into cruel meafures. The punifhments 

+ | , there often feemed too fevere. Has feen many ne- 

ik Ro eR Mi) ah groes working in chains both in America and Wett 

Spd ea 9 | hil Indies. Has often known runaways put in a dun- 
geon at night, and once faw about fourteen, fome of 
whom were in chains, put into a dungeon, apparent- 
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ly much too fmall for them. Next morning he faw 1791. 


one of them taken out dead. 


Or 


ry ~~ A 


Slaves in America feem more hearty and robufiP. 177- 


than thofe in the Weft Indies, owing, he fuppotes, 
to their being better fed. ‘Vheir allowance was a 
uart of Indian corn, peafe, or rice, each day, and 


a little falt. 
It was generally believed the Carolina flaves in- 


-creafed without importation. 


He was told at St. Croix, that the flaves, inftructed 
by the Moravians, were better behaved than the 


| others. 


The blacks are not inferior to the whites in abili- 
ties or difpofition. They have as much generofity, 
fidelity, gratitude, underftanding, and ingenuity 5 
capable of receiving religious inftruction, and im- 


provement of every kind. Has found his black 


{ervants in nothing inferior to his white ones, and is 
fare that education and opportunity alone make a 
difference between the two defcriptions. 

Nothing had been done to alleviate the fituation 
of the negroes, in general, in the period of Mr. 
Stuarts’s refidence in America and the W. Indies. 


Witnefs examined—Captain Scott. 


Captain Alexander Scott, of the Royal navy, wasP, 177- 


on the coaft of Africa from Senegal to Cape Coaft, 
in the Merlin, 1769, during the rainy feafon.. Out 
of go men they buried there 8, of whom only 4 died 
of the diforders of the country. The furfs there are 
not an utter inpediment to landing and fhipping 
coods. He has himfelf landed from his own boat 
at Dixcove, Commenda, and Cape Coaft, and the 
boats without him, alfo at Succonda. He has been 
in the W. Indies longer than on the Coaft of Africa, 
and has of courfe feen greater furfs there than on the 


coatt. 
From 


ae 


Sweater his arrivalvan the Wett Indies, he thought the 


AFRica, Scor st, 


From a tranfaction which happened the fecond day 


negroes verve cruelly’ ufed! te tyay (a white man 


fo a crane by his hands, which were tied together, 
and weights tied to his feet. When thus hoifted up, 
but fo as ftill to touch the ground, another negro 


- 179-was ordered to whip him with a prickly bufh. He 


walked away from the difagreeable ficht. The next 
day he faw the fame negro lying on the beach, and 
with the affiftance of another taking the prickles out 
of his breech, feemingly fwelled and bloody. The 
negro affigned as a reafon for the whipping, that 


the wharfinger thought he had ftaid too long on an 
errand, 


Witnefs examined—Rey, Mr. Davies, 


Refided at Barbadoes fourteen years; the three laft, 
learning the management of a fugar eftate; left it 
twenty-one years ago, 

It was not underftood that flaves had a right to le- 
gal redrefs when ill ufed by matters, 


P. 186, As to field-flaves being well, or fparingly fed, it is 


ficult to judge from appearance only ; before crop 
many feemed very emaciated, in crop they looked 
well. Has feen their allowance dealt out; a grown 


Never knew field-flaves acquire confiderable pro- 
perty; they had a few houfe-neceffaries, and were ; 
allowed to keep a Pig, or a goat, and poultry. i 

As to its being a ferious object with planters, to 
keep up the ftock of flaves by breeding; it was {o 
much otherwife, as to be generally thought a necef- 
fary 
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fary part of plantation expenfe to buy a lot of new 1791s 
flaves every fix or feven years. Thinks the caufe why ~\r~H 
the number of flaves are not kept up by births is, that 
females are over worked, in turning dung, carrying 

it out in bafkets of 60 to 70 pound weight on their 
heads, and that for about eight hours a day, in the 
feafon. On their return home, they have to grind 
their corn by the ftrength of their arms, rubbing it 
between two ftones: they muft rife with the earlieft 
dawn to prepare their food, that they may be in the 

field in time to efcape punifhment. Their circum- 
{tances (particularly the grinding corn) tended to dif- 
courage marriage, the woman’s life becoming harder 

then, from being thus a flave to her hufband (p. 187). 

Pregnant women, and fuch as had children, are 
_allowed to come into the field a little later than the 
refit. 

With very good ufage, if the females are to the 
males as three to four, the ftock may be kept up by 
births; as it was on Kendal plantation belonging to 

Jofhua Steele, efq. though the proportion was as two 
ito; three -(p, 138). 

Though people in general feemed to confider flaves 
as their moit valuable property, yet their attention to 
them (from a fente of intereft) appeared infufficient, 

becaule a great number of recruits was neceffary. 
_. To produce large quantities of fugar at a fmall ex- 
penfe, was the chief criterion of a manager’s merit; 
though owners fometimes di{charged their managers 
for too much feverity. | 
Is of opinion they cultfvated too much cane land,P. 187. 
and too little provifions, as many were obliged to buy 
| American corn: thinks having lefs cane land would 
produce better treatment to the flaves, and be ulti- 
| mately for the matter’s benefit. 
_ The dependance on imported flaves certainly con- 

tributed to embarrafs planters. 
| As to the practicability of keeping up the ftock of 
| flaves by births, provided it had been an object of 
ferious attention tothe planters; cannot fay he attended 
te 
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1791. to it when on the ifland, but it does appear to him 
“v—~ now (from the facts which then fell under his notice 
p- 188.) that by general good ufage of the flaves, 

and a milder treatment of females in particular, 

by the ufe of cattle and inftruments of hufbandry, e- 
{pecially the plough, their numbers might be kept 

up, perhaps increafe. Knew a few eftates which kept 

up their numbers without importation. 

P. 188. “Is of opinion flaves were in general too {paringly 
fed, whether the mafter was embarraffed or not. x 
Underftood from common report, that there were 

few eftates that were not more or lefs embarraffed, 

from debt to the Eupopean merchant, or from join- 
tures, or fortunes to brothers and fitters. a 

On afking African negroes how they became flaves, 

was aniwered they had been kidnapped. 
Thinks their feelings much the fame as Huropeans, 

When removed from their habitations and {pots of 
ground, they have been known to pine away. 7g 


As to the practice of flaves conftantly working 


under a driver, does not recolle& a fingle exception, 
P. 180, ‘The whip is committed to the hands of apprentice 


boys, as well as to men, who often punifh the flaves — 


_ for very flight faults, arbitrarily, 


Witnefs Examined—Mr. Marx Cook. 


P. 189. Mr. Mark Cook arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and 


at 
at 


left it, 1790; was three years in planting bufinefs : 
reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmafter with dife 
ferent gentlemen there. ) 


Flis firft impreflion of flaves treatment fhocking; — 
for he lived clofe by a cane-piece, where they worked, _ 


often ufed worfe. 


Have not fufficient food nor time to cultivate nf 
their grounds. Has known both Africans and Creoles ein 
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and conftantly heard the whip going. Slaves ufed _ 
vat cruelly, hardly looked on better than beatts, and 
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eat putrid carcafes, is convinced through want, would 1791. 
not have done it if they had had other fufficient food : ~~~ 
when they have time and opportunity, are veryP, 190. 
cleanly in their food—are very fond of wafhing | 
themfelves. | 

Are but indifferently clothed: one half of them al- 
moft naked in the field; this not from choice but 
want; are fond of clothes when they can get any ; alfo 
badly lodged; if overfeers can get their work done, 
they do not attend to fuch matters. 

Their ufual punifhments very fevere, more fo than 
neceffary to procure the work to be done properly: 
much more of it might be done, were they better 
fed and lefs whipped. _ 

Common to dung cane pieces by moon-light, and 
to oblige them to pick grafs after their day’s work : 
this a great hardfhip.. Negroe’s grounds generally P, gt. 
about two miles from the works; common to exact 
erafs picking for overfeer’s cattle; feldom ef{cape 
punifhment if they neglect it. (p. 191.) 

In crop-time they work in general about 18 hours 
out of 24: are often hurt through mere fatigue and 
want of fleep: knew a girl lofe her hand by the mill 
while feeding it; for overcome by fleep, fhe dropped 
againft the rollers. Has heard of feveral inftances 
of the kind. 

Has known negroes own grounds taken from them 
to be put in canes for mafter’s ufe, and wood land 
given them in exchange—a great hardfhip, and cer- 
tainly the caufe of great diflatisfaction among them. 

‘Thinks they are in general much neglected in 
| ficknefs. There are doétors on eftates, but they 
- feldom attend. Has known negroes, ordered to 
work by doétor when incapable of doing it, drop in 
the field, and obliged to be brought back again. 

Much the fame work is expected from pregnant 
women as others; has feen them holing within a few 
hours of delivery; has known 39 lafhes given them P, 192. 
| at this time; has heard many of them wilh never to 
Numb, 4 | OQ have 
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have children to undergo the hardfhips they them- 
felves have been fubjeé to. 
Superannuated flaves have no allowance, and only 


what they can get among their relations; has feen 


them wandering about the beach, left to take care of 
themfelves, , 

Defert frequently, owing to hunger and fear of 
flogging when threatened: when brought in are ge- 
nerally feverely flogged, and fometimes have an iron 
boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar 
round their neck. The chain is locked, the collar 
faftened on by a rivet. When the collar is with 3 
projections, it is impoffible for them to lie down to 
ileep ; even with 2 they mutt lie uneafily. Has feen 
collars with 4 projections. Never knew any injury 
from the chain and collar, but feverely galling their 
necks; has, however, known a negro lofe his leg 
from wearing the boot. 


P. 193. A man and his wife, if induftrious, and have their 


P. 194, 


due time allowed them, may earn 3 or 4 bits per 
week, at the utmoft. Never heard of a field negro 
buying his own freedom. 

Dometftic negroes are often feverely punithed, but 
not fo often as field flaves: has known many inftan- 
ces: knew a lady, who had both her men and women 
domeftics laid down and flogged every Monday 
morning for different flight offences, which happened 
in the previous week, sud 

Knows of no legal protection flaves have jagaintt 
injuries from their mafters. 

Has known a field flave receive -200 lathes by 
order of the overfeer, and a domeftic 50, by order 
of his miftrefs. 

Once knew a runaway flave brought in, with part 
of a turkey with him, which he had ftolen. His 
malter immediately made two negroes hold him 
down, and with a hammer and a punch knocked out 
two of his upper and two of his uncer teeth. Really 
thinks negro had ftolen from hunger, as he was no- 
thing but fkin and bones, Matter was not pe 
| cruel, 
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cruel. Witnefs lived with him three years, and re- 
members no other cruelty committed by him. 

Never knew any complaint made to a magiftrate, 
or punifhment inflicted on owner or overfeer in any 
of the cafes mentioned, or in any other cafe whatfo- 
ever, for ill ufing a negro. | 

Fias known negroes often punithed for complain- 
ing to the owner or attorney againtt their overfeers. 

Chaftity of negro women is not at all fecure 
again{t overfeers: if overfeer fends for a girl for 
{uch a purpofe, fhe muft come or be flogged. Has 
known them threatened and flogged for refufing. 
Knew a Mulatto girl run away, in confequence of 
being threatened on that account. She was the wife 
of one of her own colour. Her hufband and chil- 
dren ran away at the fame time. 
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Fias known both Mulattoes and Quadroons con-P. 195. 


fined in irons 6 or 7 years, at the fole will of their 
owner. When they came out, (which was on the 
death of their miftrefs) their limbs were fo diftorted 
they could not walk. Was informed of it by one 


who lived two years on the eftate, and had feen them 


often, and with whom he lived afterwards in the 
fame employ. 

Greateft recommendation of an overfeer is the 
magnitude of the crop he makes, without regard to 
working the negroes hard; muft work them hard to 
make large crops. 

Some overfeers are paid fo much upon every hoef- 
head of fugar, and puncheon of rum. Others have 
a {tated annual falary. | 

Perfons fometimes officiate on eftates both as 
attorneys and overfeers at fame time. Has known 


attorneys refide 40 or 50 miles from the eftates they 
were to fuperintend. 


A gentleman, on whofe eftate he lived, bought P. '196. 


25 negroes in one lot, and at two years end had only 
8 or 10 left. A great many African negroes die in 

the firft three years after importation. 
Flas heard African negroes exprefs their praife of 
O 2 their 
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their own country, and grief at leaving it. Never 
knew one but wifhed to go back again. Was told 


by one, when afking him the mode of his capture, _ 


that they undermined the houfe in which he and fa- 
mily lived, and came in upon them in the night, and 
took them all away. 

Knew a negro man who hanged himfelf, alfo a 
woman, On the fame property a man had fhot him- 
felf before witnefs came to it. Has heard of many 
other inftances of the kind; all: Africans. Great 


rejoicings made by African negroes at the funerals — 


of each other, from a belief that the deceafed are 


‘gone to their own country again. 


Capacity of fome negroes is very great: as to dif- 
pofition, they feem ftubborn at firtt coming, but 
grow better in time. In both thefe points they do 
not differ much from lower white people, when they 
have been fometime in the country. | 


P. 197- Knows two eftates where, he believes, neeroes 


increafed by births, which he afcribes to good ufage 
and their not being worked too hard. 

Maroon negroes, believes, are increafine very faft. 

Domeftic ufed in general: much better than field 
flaves ; thinks they ufually increafe, but not fo fatt 
as field flaves, when well ufed. 

Cultivation of cotton, coffee, and pimento, much 
more ealy than that of fugar; and flaves there look 
better and increafe fafter than thofe on fugar eftates. 

Jobbing gangs are ufed in general better than 
field flaves, if they work under their own matters; 


but if under the overfeer of the eftate, much worfe. bi 

Slaves of a perfon embarraffed are worfe clothed : 
and fed on that account; thinks in general they are 
ufed better, when their owner lives on the eftate _ 


himfelf, 


Knows of no regulation to prevent feparation of — 
families, when flaves are fold by writs of venditioni, q 


P. 198. or from African fhips. Slaves fubje@ to imprifon- 


ment when feized for mafter’s debts, Has known — 
them ; 
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them lie long in oaol, and then fold, if the debt 1791- 


not paid. an 
Is of opinion white mechanics can do equally as 


much labour in Jamaica, if under fhelter, as. in 
England out of doors, at proper hours. 

- Believes there are now more drough s in Jamaica 
than formerly, on account of fo much land having 
been cleared. Has heard many elderly natives fay, 
they never formerly wanted feafonable weather. 

Has feen many Guinea failors lying about the towns, 
and travelling in the country full of ulcers ; feemed 
very miferable people: a very preat proportion of 

—thofe in Kingfton hofpital are Guineamen. 

Few eftates but what have runaway negroes. When 
the number is fufficient to make it worth while, 
book-keepers from the different eftates, armed with 
a mufket and a couteau, hunt after them in the woods. 
They fire at them at times, but not with a view of P. 199. 
killing them. Never knew any killed on fuch oc- 


cafions. 


peer 


Witnefs examined—Captain Cook. 


Captain Cook, of the 8gth regiment, was in Bar-P, 199. 
badoes, St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, &c. in 1780 and 1781. 
Thought the negroes in the towns were treated with 
very great feverity. He faw a woman named Rachel 
Lawder beat a female {lave moft unmercifully; having 
bruifed her head almoft to a jelly with the heel of her 
fhoe, fhe threw her with great force on the feat of a 
child’s neceflary, and then tried to ftamp her head 
through the hole, and would have murdered her if 
not prevented by two officers. ‘The girl’s crime was 
the not bringing money enough from on board fhip, 
where fhe was fent by her miltrefs for the purpofe of 
proftitution. 

‘A domettick flave, an excellent fervant, and in ge- 


neral well refpeéted by the officers on whom he at- 
tended 
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OS. a year to flog 
my fervice to him, and tell him 
lathes, with which the poor creature was 


comply. The company was difpleafed, and the of- 
ficers left the houfe. 


pregnancy 
by the fon 


il, confining and degrading her, Captain Cook 
came in during the beating, and was an eye witnefs 
of it himfelf. 

Neither in thefe nor any fimilar inftances (and he 
could mention others) did the flave obtain any legal 
redrefs, nor does he know of any redrefs from law for 
the wortt injuries, nor even of punifhment for the 
murder of flaves. Two flaves were murdered and 
thrown into the road during his itay, yet no legal in- 
quiry took place that he CVEY heard sath Thi pate 
cited his frequent inquiries from perfons of all ranks 
and defcriptions, and the univerfal anfwer was, that 
they did not choofe to make examples of white men, 


there, fearing it might be attended with dangerous 
confequences, 


He never knew an inftance 
conceal cruelties of this kind, Being on a vifit to 
General Frear at an eltate of his jp Barbadoes, and 
riding one morning with the General and two other 
officers, they faw near a houfe upon a dunghill, a 
naked negro nearly fufpended by ftrings from his 
elbows backwards, ‘to the bough 


feet barely refting upon the Sround, and an iron 


of any endeavour to 


W. Inptres. Capt. Cook. 


ris 


weight round his neck, at leaft, to appearance, of 1791. 
r4lb. weight: and thus without one creature near “w™ 


him, or apparently near the houfe, was this wretch 
left expofed to the noon-day fun. Returning a few 
hours after they found him in the fame ftate, and 
would have releafed him but for the advice of Ge- 
neral Frear, who had an eftate in the neighbourhood. 
The gentlemen through difguft fhortened their vifit, 
and returned the next morning. 

The inferior white people, however, have a general 
impreffion, that they are punifhable by law if they 
inflict more than 39 lafhes at one time on a negro. 

This law may be evaded by {plitting a crime into 
many, and by intervals, dividing the times; and of 
this where flaves are punifhed at home, there are 
daily inftances. Returning home one evening late with 
Major Fitch of the goth regiment, they heard moft 
dreadful cries, and on approaching the fquare at 
Bridge-Town, found they proceeded from the houfe of 
a man that fold liquor, and heard the repeated lafhes 
of a whip on a creature whom they conceived to be 
dying. On their requeiting admiffion, the cruelty 
feemed to be wantonly increafed, which fo provoked 
them that they broke open the door, and found a negro 
girl of about 19 chained to the floor, almott expiring 
with agony and lofs of blood. ‘The man taking re- 


fuge behind his compter from their indignation, and P. 202. 


thinking himfelf free trom the law, immediately cried 
out with exultation, that he had only given her 39 
lafhes at a time, and that only three times fince the 
beginning of the night. He then threatened them 
for breaking his door, and interfering between him 
and his flave, whom he would flog to death for all 
any one, and have given her the fourth 39 lathes be- 
fore morning, which muft have killed her as fhe 
feemed then to be dying. 

When mafters were embarraffed their flaves al- 
ways fuffered in clothes and food; they often fuf- 
fered in the fame manner from the rapacity of ma- 
nagers in the abience of their mafters. 


The 


% 
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1791. The flaves on large eftates, the managers being » 

“~~ in general more refpectable men, feemed happier than 
thofe on the {maller. 

['- Female flaves in the towns are very frequently let . 
out for proftitution, or at leaft on paying a weekly © 
fum to their owners, have leave to ¢o on board the 
fhips of war for that purpofe. This is common with 
the inferiour people, and frequent even amone the 
better fort. He has known a girl feverely punifhed 
by her owner for. returning without the full wages 
of her proftitution. 

On fome eftates of the better kind, care was taken 
of thofe whom age or infirmity had rendered no 
longer ferviceable, and ealy offices were affigned 

P. 203.them, fo that fome have grown extremely old, and 
been ufeful to the lat: but among the inferiour, and 
fometimes among the moft opulent, the reverfe is the 
cafe; they have been difmiffed to poverty and diftrefs: _ 
and he does not believe that there is any law to pre- 
vent owners from turning fuch flaves upon the pub- 
lick, to ftarve and die in the {treets. 

Fie has no doubt, and he {peaks from many in- . 
ftances, that white people by habits of temperance, 

, and regularity of hours, might bring themfelves to 
go through nearly as much labour and fatigue in the 
Weft Indies as any people whatever. 

It does not appear to him that the abfence of the 
owner is in general hurtful to the flave, but that it 
has fometimes been much fo, on one eftate in particu- - 
Jar, where the manager made a larger fortune than 
his matter. 

In general among the white people, and particu-. 
larly the women, even of the better families, they be- 
lieve, and endeavour to propagate an opinion, that 
the negroes are an inferiour {pecies of being. 

The clearing of Barbadoes has been thought pre- 
judicial to the fertility of the ifland, the trees for- 
merly having attraéted fhowers that do not now fall 
fo frequently as betore. 


He 


W.In pres: Capt. Coon, 


He has known both mulattoes and African ne- 1791. 


eroes purchafe their freedom, but never a ffteld flave. 


When refident at Barbadoes, two inftances of ne-P. 204.) 


ero fuicide’ occurred. A flave who had fled from 
home for fome crime he had committed, was loft for 
feveral weeks. Being accidentally met by a man 
whofe bufinefs it is to take up runaway negroes, and 
two affiftants with him; the negro too much inti- 
midated to fly, cried out to them, ‘ I will not be ta- 
kenalive; you and I have lived many years together, 
and why fhould we hurt each other.”” So, brandifh- 
ing his hanger, he faid, ‘‘ Keep off, ” and immedi- 
ately ftabbed himfelf. In the other inftance, a flave 
jumped into a well to avoid punifhment for a mur- 
der he had committed through jealoufy. 

When up in the country, he heard it faid by the 
manager of an eftate, that an old man, whofe office 
it had long been to flog the negroes, could ftrike 
with a whip of 7 feet long or longer, fo exactly, as 
to lodge the point of the lath juft within the flefh, 
where it would remain, till picked out with his fin- 
ger and thumb. The manager offered to thew the 
experiment, and tendered wagers that he fucceeded 
once in three times, which were of courfe declined. 
Negroes, when flogged in the country, are laid on 
their belly, with a negro at each hand and foot to 
raife them from the ground. In towns, they ftand 
bare in the open ftreets, and expofe their pofteriors 
tothe jumper. He has been fhocked to fee in the 
ftreets of Bridge-Town, a girl of 16 or 17, a domel- 


tic lave, running on her ordinary bufineis, with anP, 205, 


iron collar, having two hooks projecting feveral in- 


ches both before and behind. 


Witnefs Examined—Mr. WittramM FirzMaurice. 


Was in Jamaica from June, 1771, to March, 1786P, 205, 


As overfeer the laft ten years, the former time book- 
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1791. keeper, except the firft fix months, when he was 
“vw clerk to a ftore in Kingfton. 


In towns flaves were ufually flogged on the wharfs, 
(where they were fent, becaufe the place was public, 
and for the conveniency of the crane and weights, 

Pp, 206.) They are ftript, tied up to the crane, with 
one or two fifty-fixes to their feet, and a handkerchief 
round them for decency, and flogged with 39 lathes. 
probably more. Others were fent to the work-houfes 
and flogged every morning, or every monday morn- 
ing, according to the mafter’s difpofition, ‘The pu- 
nifhment was generally fo fevere, as to cut them and 
bring blood, fo as to make their frocks, if immedi- 
ately put on, appear as ftiff as buckram. He never 
knew it infli@ted by a magiftrate’s order. | 
_ Pregnant women were very often flogged as def- 
eribed, and frequently mifcarried from fevere whip- 


pings. 


P. 206. This mode of punithment continued the fame du- 


ring all his ftay in the ifland. 

_ Negroes provifion-grounds were always diftane 
from their houfes, fometimes three miles off; and 
fometimes where it was with great difficulty they 
got at them. ! : 

The flaves of involved matters were always pinch- 
ed in provifions, at ftorms or hurricanes. 

Slaves provifion-grounds, if near the cane-pieces, 
and the owner wifhes to enlarge his eftate, are always 
taken from them, and put into canes. Other grounds 
are given them, and perhaps a day weekly allowed 
them to bring it to perfe€tion. This is often atten- 
ded with the greateft deftru@ion to the negroes, who 
go about new grounds or to new houfes with creat 
reluctance. He has changed negroes to a far health- 


ier fituation, and loft many’ from the effeét of the a 


change on their fpirits, | 
Some negro houfes are pretty dry, but moft of 
them are open to the weather, being wattled without 
plafter. They fleep on a board on the eround, near 
the fire, and after it goes out, they fuffer from “og 
an 
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and damp. This caufes many diforders, efpecially 


to lying-in-women, who lofe more children by this“¥™~ 


than any other caufe, as they generally die of the 
locked jaw. 


Weakly-handed eftates, which are far the. mofltP, 207. 


numerous, form their negroes in crop, into two 
fpells, which generally change at 12 at noon, and 12 
at night. ‘The boilers, and others about the works, 
cut canes from fhell-blow, half paft one, till dark ; 
when they carry cane-top, or grals to the cattle- 
penns, and then may reft till 12 at night, when they 
relieve the fpell in the boiling-houfe, by which they 
themfelves were relieved at 12 inthe day. On all 
eftates, the boiling goes on night and day, except 
funday. But .well-handed eftates have three fpells, 
and intermiffions accordingly. 


After crop, they form two gangs, if tolerably wellP. 217. 


handed. The fhell blows for turning out at 4 or § 
o’clock, or earlier. It depends on the overteer. 
They work till 10: have a quarter or perhaps half 
an hour for breakfaft; work till one, when fhell 
blows for dinner: if a rainy feafon, to take advan- 
tage of.it, they work till the rain falls, which ts two 
o’clock, perhaps later. He now {peaks of the feafon- 
able parts of the ifland. They have about an hour 
and half for dinner, and half an hour to get into the 
field, fo as that the laft fhall get there exactly at the 
end of two hours; if not they are generally flogged. 
They often run to their grounds, which may be dif- 
tant, to get provifions for fupper. Hence lofs of 
time, and frequent flogging. From dinner they 
work till dark, when they trafh cattle-penns, or Carry 
home grafs. Then the book.keeper calls the lift. 
When they get home, it may be about 8. o'clock. 
This exaction is grievous, as the willing ones muft 
wait till the lazy are brought up; andit caufes. whip- 
ping to thofe who neglect it. Some eftates do not 
exact this duty, but moft do. 

Various works are confidered as detached jobbs 


from the field-work, as hoeing intervals, which they 
hed can 
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done by tafk. 
from a Mr. 
morning meafured out 
verfeer, and which the 
and had the reft of the 
_ ver carried no whip, 
fee that the work was 
negroes, on the adjoi 
dark (even. with tl 
work, 


who give trouble b 
by the driver ever 
for working thei 


W. Inpres,. 


1791. can do before day; 
“yr chopping up dung, 
rations for tradefmen. 
jobbs, which muft be done, fo as not to hinder the 
general work. . 

He never knew but one inftance of work being 


He hired 60 negroes, all American; 
Douglas, 


almott neceffarily foll 
pufhed to make them 
is forry to fay, 
are hurried to the grave 
with the weakly to br 
behind, and then the 

logged up b 


gang, in clearing p 
order thofe they hav 

Negroes often 
market, 
as in Jamaica, 
to the Ne 
vent them, 


FirzMavurice. 


alfo moulding the cattle-pens, 
making mortar, and other prepa- 


Thefe are called before-day 


and they had a tafk every 
to them by Mr. D. or his o- 
y finifhed by 1 or 2 o'clock, 
day to themfelves. The dri- 


and only went occafionally to 
properly done. The plantation 
ning land, would not finifh tilb 
1€ driver) the fame quantity of 
From this he thinks, tafls (of work that 
admit of it) would be to the eafe of the negroes, 
From the negroes working, as they commonly do, : 
in rows, with the driver after them with his whip, it 
ows that the weak will be hard 


keep up with the ftrong. He 
that fro 


m this caufe, many negroes 
; as the able, even if placed 


ing them up, will leave them 
weakly are generally feverely 
y the driver, confidered as worthlefs, 
and perhaps kept all noon to bring up their rows, 

It is the overfeer and book-keeper’s duty to attend 
particularly to the hegro-grounds. The lazy, or thofe 
: y afking for food, are collected 
y Sunday morning, and on the days 
r grounds, (allowed every. other 
week as the overfeer chofe) and kept to work in a 
rovifion-ground, or putting in 
ct 
go 18 or 20 miles to the Sunday 
as he particularly knew. the laft four years 
Thefe journies are very hurtful 
groes, and it is almoft impoffible to pre- 


He 
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Ee never heard of a common field-flave buying 1791. 
his freedom. Has known negroes who had faved a~“V™. 
little money; generally head-carpenters, &c, endea- 
vour to do it. Some mafters have fold them theirP, 220. 
freedom, when or the border of becoming invalids, 
and where the eftate was not mortgaged. On the 
daft eftate on which he lived, a very old, yet valuable 
man, who was head cattle-man, afked him to fpeak 
to the attorney to get him his freedom; but the ef- 
tate being mortgaged it could not be done. (Afri- ; 
-cans who have been many years tradefmen or head- 
-men, may probably buy their freedom when old, p. 
52). 

Very often, efpecially in the towns, the poorer 
whites and Jews let their negroes work out, and 
"pay them a certain weekly fum. Many who have 
no trades, are pufhed very hard to do this, and often 
-fkulk into the country, rob on eftates, are chopped 
or maimed by watchmen, or fent to gaol as run- 
aways. Handfome women are obliged to bring 
home more money than ordinary, it being expected 
they will be kept by whites or free perfons. ‘This is 
much the practice in Kingfton and Spanith town, 
where he was a good deal. Old negroes paft labour, 
efpecially thofe of Jews, are defired to provide for 
themfelves, and he is forry to fay often fuffer by 
hunger, or rough treatment, when caught ftealing 
on the eftates. 

On fome eftates, where the proprietor lives, the 
doétor may attend twice a week, which is generally 
expected; but where the proprietor is abfent, and theP. 221. 
attorney 30, 50, or 100 miles off, the negroes often 
fuffer very feverely indeed, for want of medical care. 
The doétors are often young and inexperienced, 
which is generally attended with very fatal effects and 
certain ruin to the owner, as he knows from experi- 
ence. The ordinary care of the fick depends on the 
hot-houfe (hofpital) man or woman, who bleed, drefs 
fores, and give medicine, as directed by the doctor or 
overfeer. Kefident planters allow the hot-houfe Pe 
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1791. fon a little wine, 
~~ fentees eftates, 


P. 222.rage propagation; 


W. Inpres, 


give it out of his own 
town, and has no win 


Sive it, alledging it woul 


by the doétor’s order; but, on ab- 
the overfeer, even if {9 humane as to 


pocket, 


PITzMauRIcee 


is perhaps diftant from 


€. Attornies, generally do not 


a not be allowed jn their 


accounts: they always told him fo, when he wrote 
He knows tome, whofe eftates 


for wine for the fick, 


are in their own poffe 


hence; but this is not 


general, 


flion, who fend out wine from 


After long droughts, 


preroes are apt to get fluxes, by eating green vegeta- 
bles, or bad flour, elpecially the former. 
He lived with proprietors who withed to encou- 


them, for good crop 
defired to puth them, 


negroes or {tock was n 


Gagees. 


but they are often obliged to pufh 


s. He lived with others who 
and with whom the lofs of a few 

othing compared to large crops, - 
to fatisfy their creditors. 


Negroes particularly fuffer in the hands of mort- 


Jn general people in debt puth conftantly to 


get out of it, and to raife their credit to buy negroes, 


which he has known them buy, 


when, probably, they 


could not get credit for any other commodity. There 


is a cuftom, in Jamaic 
and judgement. 


a, 


of obtaining negroes on bond 


Some years ago, it was an old faying, in St. 
(or Sixteen-Mile-Walk) that 
ars, he paid tor himfelf. The 


Thomas in the Vale 
if a neoroe lived 7 ye 


work was fo hard there th 


at it was proverbial, « A 


“* Sixteen-Mile- Walk book-keeper, and a Clarendon 
mule, are the two hardeft animals in the country.” — 
Several proprietors told him, they confidered a child 


born and reared on the eftate to be a dear negro, and | 
overicers generally diflike breeding, as interfering with 
the work of the women. 


He has known other pro- \ 
prietors take pleafure in feeing the women breed, , 


Many infants die of the locked jaw, within the rath 


day, which he believes, from 


perience, is chiefly owin 


The lying-in women 


g to cold and uncleanlinefs, 
generally have large fires in if 
their rooms, which being often broken, let in the i 


his laft fix years ex. — 


cold, 
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cold, and when the fire goes out a fevere chill fol- 1791. 
lows, by which the infant fuffers. A great many die -w~ 


S 


of yaws which require great cleanlinefs. When over- P. 223. 


feer, he has been directed to attend to the rearing of 
children ; but fpeaking generally, from his own 
knowledge, infants had not the requifite care. Be- 
lieves the ftock of flaves could not be kept up or in- 
creafed on the prefent fyftem; it would take fome 
time to bring about. He means the eafing the negroes, 
which he thinks might be done, by ufing the plough 
on every eftate, and, where it can run, putting in the 
canes after it. 

On Raimefberry eflate, in Clarendon, the negroes 
increafed fo fait, that a gang of them was drawn off 
to fettle a new eftate called Yarmouth, which he had 


the care of, but the fettlement was difcontinued, 


from the change of the attorney. On Orange in 
St. James’s no negroes were bought, for at leaft 15 


years, and they increafed ; as alfo on Eden in the 


fame parifh. He lived on both thefe eftates. Negroes 


_ worked moderately may be increafed. He has known 
—eftates where the negroes were worked feverely hard, 
_ they increafed and decreafed nearly equal. 


Nothing is more common, than negroes fufferingP. 224. 


by change of management, as new overteers, as well 
as inexperienced overfeers, pufh the negroes to make 
greater crops than their predeceffors. 

‘A gentleman had two eftates in Clarendon, one of 


which Mr. F. managed. He had too few negroes for 


both, but enough for one. He was alfo much in 
debt, and his negroes fuffering from being over- 
wrought. He put both gangs on one eftate, which 
were amply fufficient, is now making 400 hogfheads 
of fugar, and is a clear man. Both eftates did not 
before make 150 hogfheads. Molt of the time he 
was his own overfeer. Mr. F. never knew he 
bought any negroes fince then, which is about 13 

years ago. But cannot fpeak of this as a fact. 
In St. Thomas in the Vale;- en the eftate of a gen- 
tleman lately deceafed, by over-pufhing, mott of the 
: negroes 
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1791. negroes were deftroyed, while he was ja England, 


‘W. Inpres. FITZMAURICE, 


“v~ On his return, his eftates were almott without negroes 


and thofe that lived were taken by writs of Vendi- 
tioni, and judgments againft him to a large amount, 
Mr. F. bought, at a fale, 50 odd, to cover a debe 


for a houfe in Kingfton. Two of his eftates were 


thrown up when Mr, F. left the iand, the other 
three are in the hands of mortgagees. Another eftate, 
within three miles of Montego bay, was making from 


P. 225.180 to 200 hogtheads, with an adequate ftreneth, 


when it was put in poffeffion of mortgagees, In 


twelve years it was reduced to 10 hogfheads. The 


flaves were deftroyed, by making an unneceffary 
canal in {wamps. It was brought to fale in 1788, 


bought by the mortgagee, and is now brought up to 


its former crops. ‘The proprietor of the eftate was 
moit of the time in England. The overfeer of it 
made 10,000]. and retired. 

When overfeer on an eftate in St. John’s, the eftate 
being fhort handed, Mr. F. mentioned to the pro- 
prietor that he would not take off the crop with the 
negroes and cattle. He told Mr. F. to drive them 
Without mercy, as the lofs of a few negroes and ftock 
was no object compared to fending home his crop in 
time. Mr. F. lett him about the end of crop, -be- 
becaufe he would not fee 100 lathes given to a do- 
meftic,: not immediately under his direction, and who 
he did not think deferved this punifhment, 


He has known the plough ufed on many eftates # 


with advantage, as it eafes the negroes, and pulve- 
rizes the foil. (But fome foils do not require pul- 


verizing, p.226.) Dove-Hall, in St. Thomas jn the j 


Vale, plows 40 or s0 acres every fall. Hehas known 
Mr. Edwards only put in canes after the plough with- 
out holing, except onan ettate Mr. Pinnock is attorney 


for, and which made great returns. The chiefob- 


{tacle to the plough is, that managers have not time 
to adopt it, looking for immediate labour, and often 
there is not a black{mith within 1 5 miles to repair it. 

He 
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He has often attempted plowing and has been obliged, 1791. 
by thefe obitacles, to leave it off. | alae, 
~~ In fome cafes, the Doétor’s vifits are a confidera- 
ble check on the overfeers feverity, where the pro- 
prietor lives on the eftate. But when the attorney 
lives perhaps 20, 30, 40, or even 100 miles off, then 
it is the intereft of thé overfeer and doctor, not to find 
_ fault with each other. 

He is forry to fay, he never knew recourfe had to 
legal redrefs for wanton cruelty to flaves. Has 
known people, a Mr. Rufhie in particular, whom he 
_ had occafion to fee, almoft daily, commit cruelties 
_which brought negroes to their end. He caught him, 
one day, in the act of hanging a negroe. On his re- 
monftrating, Rufhie ordered him off his eftate. He 
rode away and informed his employer, who was a 
magiftrate and who defired him to go and inquire the 
next morning, before R. was up, whether the negro 
was dead. This Mr. F. did; and on privately afk- 
ing a white man, he defired Mr. F. to go into the 
curing-houfe, when he faw the negro lying dead on 
a board. He returned and told what he had feen to 
his employer, who was very much fhocked; but Mr. 
_F, heard nothing more of it. It was well known this 
- man killed many of his negroes, and that fo faft, as 
to force him to fell his eftate. Cafes of this kind, 
he cannot fay, are frequent; but feverity, and hard 
work certainly caufe a conftant decreafe of the able 
negroes. No attempt was made to bring Rufhie On. 227. 
punifhment. His character was generally known, 
and much defpifed by the neighbouring proprietors. | 
He thinks, his employer defired him to make the i 
above inquiry more from curiofity than an intention ‘ 
to inforce the law again{ft Rufhie, with whom he was 
on decent terms. He and his employer often vifited 
him, and always found his negroes laid up with 
cruelties, and thofe that could work chained to the 
coppers, or, in gangs linked in the field. Other 
cruelties he practifed, were too indecent to be men- 
tioned. He often found Rufhie dropping hot lead 
Numb, 4. ud on 
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1791. On his negroes, but took no notice of it; as he 
tv wifhed nobody to fee him acting thofe cruelties, 
He did not interfere; becaufe he got his bread from 
employers, and did not with to be difliked, or called 
officious, p. 231). Other aés of cruelty are often 
practifed, according to the difpofition or vicioufnefs 

of the mafter or overfeer. An overfeer he knew 
well, (and who, as before faid, brought down an 
eftate, by the countenance of the mortgage-in-pof- 
feffion, from 780 to 10 hogfheads) was charged with 


gelding a negro on the eftate, for riding out his 


~horfes at night, and he believes juftly ; as afterwards 
Mr. F. knew he gelt a negro of his own: on which 
the troop of horfe he was captain of, and in which 
Mr. F. ferved, objeéted to do duty with him. 

Fie cannot fay field flaves, in general, appeared to 
him marked with the whip. Where there are cruel 
managers, and large crops exacted, the effects are 
vifible on the negroes. 

Negroes are often driven by feverity to run away, 
They go to their matters or attornies, if within reach; 
but when the attorney lives perhaps 70 or 100 miles 
off, they prefer going into the woods, being generally 
taken up as runaways before the journey’s end, 
Planters who employ diftant attornies, are fure to 
fuffer by it. Runaways, when caught, are whipped 
and confined, or if the manager is humane, perhaps 
forgiven; but they are generally punifhed to deter 
others, 

Fe never faw mutilation actually inflicted ; but on 
an eftate where he was book-keeper, there was a 
negro, whofe mafter had had his leg cut off, and had 
made him a blackfmith, The mafter faid he had, 
by fo doing, made him his moft valuable negro; as 


Pais oe 


he did all the iron-work of the three eftates, and, 


before that, he was always running away, 

It was generally underftood that whipping was 
limited to 39 lathes: but it is often evaded by put- 
ing the negro into the ftocks, and giving him 39 
more, for the fame offence, next day. Hatty and 
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vicious people would give perhaps 100 lafhes, and 1791. 
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if the negro died from it, (which however he never “~~ 


knew) where the owner or attorney lived not near 
enough, they efcaped unpunifhed. 


Flas known too many {uicides, among new negroes P, 229. 


_ efpecially, both by hanging themfelves and by dirt- 


eating, which they knew to be fatal. He loft, one 
year, 12 new negroes by it, though he fed them 
well. On his remonftrating, they conftantly told 
him, they preferred dying to living. A great pro- 
portion of the new negroes that go on fugar eftates, 
die in this way. 

They are always talking of their being taken 
away, and kidnapped, from their country, and of 
the hardfhip of flavery. 

Nothing is more common than perfons buying 


new negroes, before they have fufficient provifion~ 
grounds, and other accommodations for them: and 


the matters finding it very difficult to buy provifions, 


the negroes feel hunger, before they can eftablith 


o 


- grounds, and foil and feafons are often againft their 
_raifing provifions. Hence fuch negroes are often 


loft. New negroes in towns, are better off, being 


generally employed in the houfe, and fed weekly. 


A man may be attorney for from 1 to 20 eltates, 


according to his intereft. He knows feveral whoP, 230, 


are attornies for a great number, in various parts of 
the ifland, perhaps at the diftance of 10, 30, 60, or 


80 miles, or more, as it happened. 


Some overfeers have premiums for all they make, 
above a certain number of hogfheads; but this is 


not the common mode. Attornies have falaries or 
-commiffions, Believes attornies on moft mortgaged 
_eftates, draw commiffions on the net crops, as well 
| as on what they buy on the ifland for the ule of the 
_eftates; and they accumulate great riches. 


Some overfeers have negroes, others have not; 


but generally they convert their falaries into negroes, 


If allowed to work them on the eftates where they 


Q.2 themfelves 
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1791. themfelves live, it caufes a jealoufy between the 
“V™ manager’s and the plantation negroes, | 
_ Thinks, on an average at leaft one-third of the 

new negroes imported into the ifland, die in the firft | 
three years, and three men die to one woman as he b 

has experienced. The men take every thing un- 
pleafant to heart, and often kill themfelves. The 
women have many protections the men have not, as 
being taken as wives by the plantation negroes, or 
being made domettics. 
P. 231. In the laft four years he was in Jamaica, he bought — 
g§ new negroes; at the end of that time, he fold 52, © 
all that were alive, and thofe not feafoned. Had he © 
Kept them till feafoned, he fhould have loft more; ¥ 
and for this very reafon he fold them. , 
The lower whites too often looked on the negroes — 
as inferior beings, and often: beat them, unlefs — 
checked by the attornies or overfeers, a 
He only knew one attempt made to give the ne- — 
groes religious inftruétion, and that was by a pro- — 
prictor in Liguanea, who encouraged one or two — 
American negroes, who profeffed to be capable to © 
give his negroes fome religious notions. But the 
neighbours confidered this as dangerous, by affem- © 
P. 232.bling too many negroes, who might be mutinous. — 
‘Lhe aforefaid gang of 80 American negroes, after 
work, went to prayers ; they were a valuable gang, 
and worked tafk-work for him about nine months, — 
The cane land is generally as fit for cotton, coffee, 
or other articles. | 

Though domeftics may not be the beft flaves, — 
they appear fo, as the houfe foon makes a vifible i” 
tae Bis | change on them. : 
paren atte ie ae Fie has been at twenty fales by fcramble, at leaft, . 
ete ener Tt No particular care was taken to prevent the fepara- 
tion of relations, except fucking children, or thofe — 
under three or four years. — 
Sales by venditioni are very frequent, where levies — 
are made. He has known them three months or! * 
longer 
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longer in prifon, before fale. But this depends on 
occafional circumftances. 

Refufe flaves are fold according to their appear- 
ance, fome as low as three dollars. They are gene- 
rally bought by the Jews in towns, at vendue or at 
private fale. 

He has always, as overleer, given in to the vel- 
tries, the annual returns of flaves, ‘ftock, &c. and, 
as veftry-man, (in 17:6, in St. Thomas, in the 
Vale, where he poffefled land and negroes) has re- 
ceived fuch returns, in which it was not ufual to 


diftinguifh the fexes,. 
Has very frequently feen Guinea failors wandering 


about the ifland, in an abject ftate. 


Witnefs examined,—Mr. THOMAS CLAPPESON. 


Was at Jamaica in 1762 and 17633 
1778, and 1786 to 1789. The general opinion he 
formed, was, that the flaves were feverely treated, 
and in a miferable ftate. 

Thinks that, in general, the food which they can 
obtain, is infufficient. 

For the firft 2 years, 
the reft of the time wharfinger and pilot. 

Had opportunities of fecing many negroes from 
the eftates; fuch as he afked, as to their feeding, 
generally faid (particularly in droughts, when provi- 
fons were fcarce) ** Hungry da kill mie” 

Very commonly fuffer both in quality and quan- 
tity of food, from the embarrafiments of their maf- 
ters: has known feveral who had not credit for pro- 
vifions; others who bought, for cheapnefs, damaged 

corn, &c. when better was to be had; 
himfelf fold, and which the flaves complained of, 
when they came to fetch it from the wharf; a neigh- 


bour told him his hogs would not eat it. 


Knew 


from 1768 toP. 


which he has. 


125 


1791. 
enya 


207-6 


he was in the feafaring line, P. 208. 
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P. 209, Slaves generally fteal Provifions, 


W¥eR1 0% wa AON erkeay told him, he had ofte 


at the fale of fuch, never hea 
avoid feparating families. 


Pr 211. 900d fugars and large quantities ; 


overleer paid a guinea per hogthead, befides his {a- 


lary, for all he could make beyond a certain quan- 
tity, 


IW tT anu wis: 


CLAppgEson, 


1791. Knew a perfon near him, reputed worth £50,000 
tv _lofe 10 or 12 flaves for want 


of food, when it was to 
be had, 


which they fometimes fteal to fell, 


They are generally ill clothed; neyer knew any 
go naked from choice, 
The punifhments appeared in general fevere, to 


the fear of which he chiefly attributes the frequent 
defertions, 


Knew a pregnant woman whipped, and delivered 
on the fpor, : 

Has heard of very great feverities to 
feen them wear iron collars on their 


hooks, with 3 prongs, both rivetted ; 


jecting 2 feet; thinks the wearer c 
down, 


Never heard of flaves obtaining any redrefs for in- 
Juries, by matters or overfeers, 


runaways; has 
necks, and pot- 
the prongs pro- 
annot e€afily lye 


n picketed the 
flaves to extort confeffion. 


Knew a cooper give his flave 200 lathes, for ftea]- 
ing a little rice from him. He allowed his flaves a 
herring a day, and a bit a week, — . 

The wharfinger whom he fucceeded in 1786, al- 
lowed his hegroes a herring a day only, 

Knew, in 1789, a man who had an old decrepid 
woman flave, to whom he would allow nothing. He 


Temonttrated with him On it, in vain, 


Slaves are often imprifoned on writs of venditioni ; 
rd of any attention to 


The general recommendation of an overfeer Is, 
has known an 


Has known feveya] perfons attorney and overfeer 


On the fame eftate, 


Slaves 


foap, candles, &c, 


| harder than our failors do there. 
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Slaves are fuppofed better off where the owner re- 1791. 


It is common for perfons who have a few flaves, 
and but little work, to oblige them to earn 3 or 4 


bits a day, and punifh them very feverely if they fail 
to bring home fuch fum; has known them fteal erafs 


and fell it to do this: knew a man compel his. old 
negro, wanting a leg, to pay him 4 bits a day. 

African negroes are capable of being made me- 
chanics. 


They deftroy themfelves fometimes, from variousP, 212. 


caufes; fear of punifhment, jealoufy, e&c, it is a 
very prevailing opinion with them, that at death they 


return to their own country. 


Has often heard of their being kidnapped in Af- 
rica: he had a flave who had been a negro-catcher 
in his own country. 

Has feen feveral flave fales on board, all by fcram- 


ble. In 1789, faw a fale by fcramble in a butcher's 


flaughter-houfe on the beach, Never heard of any 


"precautions at fcrambles, to prevent the feparation 


of relations or friends. ‘Thinks whites, if temperate, 
are able to labour in Jamaica; he never worked 
harder than he has done there; no people work 
Has heard, that clearing the lands, has, near the 
fea coaft, caufed more drought. 
In his returns to the veftry of the number of flaves, 
he never ufed to diftinguifh the fexes. 


The free negroes in general behaved well, theyP. 213. 


were fifhermen and tradefmen. 

Has heard of feveral people buying more flaves 
than they could pay for. 

Has heard often feamen fay, that in Guinea fhips, 
the crews are ill treated, to make them defert; has 
always underftood, that they did not want to Carry 
home as many feamen as they took out; that they 


got 


fides; has heard it always fuppofed, that the better “~~ 
they are treated, the more it is for the owner’s in- 
 tereft. 
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1791. got rid of what they could in the Weft Indies, to 

“~~~ fave their wages. a 

P. 214. Was in Jamaica when the affembly paffed the — 
confolidated law; he has often heard it was pafied — 
becaufe of the ftir about the flave trade in England. 7 
Never heard that any regard was paid to it, flaves. 
being ftill treated as before. Never heard of any | 
profecution for fuch difregard : recollects an inftance _ 
of difregard to it, which came under his eye. ‘The 
owner of an old and decrepid female flave, would 
allow her neither victuals nor clothine ; advifed a a 
fon of the woman to complain to a magiftrate, who, 
would perhaps order her to be taken care of; be-.# 
lieves he was deterred from fear of punifhment, as 
that owner treated his flaves very harfhly in general, 


Witnefs examined—Witttam Brveriey, Efg. 
A’ Student of Lincoln’s Inn. 


P. 215. Was born in Virginia, and lived there the firft 16 : 
years of his life, returned in 1786, and refided above q 
two years in different parts of America, . 

The negroes in Virginia always kept up their num- 
bers, and generally increafed. His father’s more 
than doubled their numbers. In 1761 he had about — 
200, and in 1788, he paid taxes on above 540, ofy # 
whom not above 20 or 30 had been added by pur- 
chafe. | 

P. 216. Slaves there had no legal redrefs, for ill ufage by 
their mafters. In other cafes they had, on proving. 
the fact by two white wirneffes. 

In fummer, negroes were generally healthier than 
in winter, when they always complained of the cold) 
though it did not hurt their health, when well clothed, 
The difeafes moft fatal there are agues and fevers, in. EP | 
fummer, to which negroes are leis fubject than 


whites, a 
They 
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« They were. generally punifhed with much feveri- 1790 
ty; but that depends greatly on the owner’s difpo- --~ 
fition. 3 

Fach flave had a buthel of Indian corn meal week- 
ly: befides this allowance, they ufually had ground 
to cultivate for their own ufe; but this depended a 


good deal on the mafter, They were all allowed to 


raife poultry. 
He never heard of any attempts to give the flaves 


_ religious or moral inftruction. 


Haas heard of fome flaves working by tafk; but, in 
general, it was not practifed. , 

Never knew a flave deftroy himfelf.  _ 

The flaves of diftant proprietors were often treated, P. 232. 
by the overfeers, much more feverely, than thoie un- 
der the mafter’s eye. This different treatment was 
obfervable in the appearance of the flaves. 

Was.told in America, that when the abolition of 
the flave-trade was firft agitated in 1774, many 
doubted the practicability of keeping up the numbers 
by births; and the perfons fo doubting have fince 
expreffed to him a conviction that their fears were 
groundlefs. The flave-trade was abolifhed in Ame- 


rica in 1774. 


Witnefs examined—Mr. Georcz Woopwarp. 


Mr. George Woodward is both an owner andP. 233. 
mortgagee of W. India property, in Barbadoes ; 
where_he refided in 1782 and 1783, and was alfoP. 234. 
1, LT « 

Both in town and country he thought the domef- 
tics very numerous. There feemed to be more 
females than males in the ifland. While refident, 
he never heard any complaint of the want of negroes 
to carry on plantation or other bufinefs. He does 
not recolleét the fale of a fingle cargo of flaves while 

Numb. 4. R there, 


" 
i 


a = 


Py PP ota ees 


ere = he, 


3130 


W. Inpres. G. Woopwarp. 


1791. there. The labour of flaves the year round he 
t~— thinks cannot be reckoned eafy. 


It is poffible in a great degree to relieve the la- 
bouf of flaves by the plough. He has ufed it him- 
felf; the firft he ever faw, he took over himfelf, and 
he is fure it tilled the ground better than the hoe 
did. One plough, two men, and four horfes, will 
do as much work as thirty negroes, and better. 
The labour of holding the plough is much eafier 
than holing. It did not require much negro labour 
to prepare the ground for the cane after the plough. 


P. 235.There is not much difficulty of ploughing to the 


depth of fix inches, which is the rule, and a fufi- 


cient depth for the cane. The plough may be made — 


to plough the ftrongeft clay land that is. 

The negroes are capable of learning the manage- 
ment of the plough. He thinks that the largett 
part of the cane land and ginger land of Barbadoes 
may be ploughed to the advantage of the proprietor, 
and faving of negroes labour. ‘The negroes are not 
averfe to the plough: he has feen them both hold 
and drive it. He did not find the cattle injured 


by the labour. He is acquainted with the ufe of the - 


plough in England, he farms land of his own. Capt. 
Lee took out fome ploughs about 3 years ago. 

He is not apprehenfive that the abolition of the 
flave trade will injure his W. India property. He 
thinks it would be of advantage to the ifland of 


P. 236.Barbadoes. By ufing them well, and by good ma- 


nagement, the ftock of flaves would naturally in- 
creafe, without importation, 


| eit be 
Witnefs examined—Mr. Josepx Woopwarpb. 


Mr. Jofeph Woodward has been in Barbadoes in 
1788, 1759 and 1790. He has there feen the plough 


in ufe by Mr. Henry Trotman, jun. He believes — 


he has ufed it many years. 


j Mr 


lage by the plough both better and cheaper than the \~— 
‘labour of negroes with the hoe. The foil that 

‘he ploughed was not the beft, it was rather rocky. 

“Mr. Trotman told him, that the plough then an- 
fwered his purpofe, and in time would become 
general, when people became acquainted with its 
utility. 


wharf, fo very much debilitated that he could noatP. 2375 
-ftand, and heard from him, that his owner would 
not take himin. He appeared about 60 years old. 


ftow fugars in the fhips hold; he has known them 
fo employed on board his own fhip. He knows no 
Jabour either of blacks or whites more fevere than 
this is, 


' learn the nature of the trade, to carry it on. 


_thern banks, who got them very often by war, and al 


of fuch, broken up by making the people flaves. 


W. Inpies. J. Woopwarb. 1g 


‘Mr. Trotman informed him that he thought til- 1791. 


He once at Bridgetown faw a negro lying on the 


He has known free negroes hire themfelves to 


Witnefs examined—Mr. James KieRNAN. 
Was in Africa in 1775, 1776, 1777, and 1778, toP. 237, 


The trade for flaves in the R. Senegal, where he im \ 
refided, was chiefly with the Moors, gn the nor- ne 


not feldom by kidnapping ; 1. e, lying in wait near 
a village, where there was ng open war, and feizing 
whom they could. ) 

Has often heard of villages, and feen the remains P. 238. 


Has always heard kidnapping fpoken of there as 
notorious; and has feen proofs of it by perfons {fo 
taken being ranfomed ; when, very often, the white 
trader afks more than the value of the flave, to give 
him up: never heard of a white trader, before buy- 
ing a flave, inquire into the right of the feller. 

| R 2 Never 
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Never knew any perfon fold for witchcraft ; a 


KrerNan, 


tay belief in it exifts ftrongly on that part of the coaft. — 


P. 


* #39-the Moors have always a {trong inducement, moft 


The’ firft year, by far the greateft number of 
flaves were offered to fale, from an Open war then 
fubfifting between the Moors and negroes : to which - 


of the European goods they obtain, being got in 
‘exchange for flaves, Hence defolation and wafte + 
in a few years, they extirpated large fertlements on 
the northern banks of the Senegal, and in time they 
were expected to root out all the black nations be= 
tween the Senegal and Gambia. The Moors nei> 
ther follow nor encourage agriculture, , a 

Believes, that to be fold to Europeans, is confi- 
dered by all negroes from inland, as well as on the 
coa{t, as a punifhment only fthort of death. 

The inhabitants of the ifland of St. Louis, are 
eftimated at about s000, who are fupplied with cat- 
tle by the Moors, and with corn by the blacks 
only, ) | 

Ships bound to the W. Indies were fupplied by 
the blacks with large quantities of corn, which the - 
flaves preferred to any other food. 

The blacks on the fouth banks of the Senegal 
raife cotton, indigo, and tobacco, fufficient for their 
ule. | | 

Knows the negroes manufa@ure cotton, leather, © 
and metals, for they fupply Senegal with clothing, 
articles of leather, and ornaments of gold and filver : 
they dye fome of their cottons very finely, blues 


and fcarlets; believes their confumption of cotton 4 u 


cloths is very confiderable, 
Never knew the natives backward in fupplying 


any confiderable demand for provifions, when pro- 


perly encouraged. 

Never knew the natives encouraged by Europeans 

to raife for fale other produce than provifions. 
Perfons of property there, have a great number of 

perfons under the denomination of flaves, ae 
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| they treat as Huropeans would people of their own 1791. 
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Witnefs examined—Henry Botuam, Efq. 


Went to the W. Indies 1770, and, in about twoP, 241. 
years, vificed all the iflands, Englifh and French, 
and was employed by government in Grenada, to 
afcertain the difference of property there between 
the old and new fubjects. 

He was not long a planter in the W. Indies. He 
direted Mefirs. Bofanquet and Fatio’s fugar eftate © 
there, in their partner’s abfence; but he carried on 
fugar works many years at Bencoolen, in the Eaft 
Indies. 

Ee has examined the account, in the P, Council’s 
Report, of the mode of cultivating fugar in the Eaft 
Indies, and it is the fame which he delivered in. 
He drew it up from having long confidered the fub- 
ject, and, fince he delivered it to the P,.Council, 
{ees no reafon to make any alteration in it. 

The following is an Abridgment of the faid ac- 
count : | 
‘© Mr. Botham on the Mode of cultivating @ 

¢¢ Sugar Plantation in the Eaft Indies, Sone 

Having been 2 years in the Englith and French 
W. India iflands, and fince conducted fugar eftates 
in the E. Indies; it may be defirable to know thatP. 242. 
fugar, better and cheaper than that in our iflands, 
and alfo arrack, are produced in the E. Indies, by 


the labour of free people. China, Bengal, and the 


coaft of Malabar, produce quantities of fugar and 
fpirits ; but, as the moft confiderable fugar eftates 
‘are near Batavia, I fhall explain the improved mode 
of conducting thofe eftates. The proprietor is ge~ 
nerally a rich Dutchman, who has built on it fub- 
ftantial works. He rents the eftate (fay of 300 or 
more acres) to a Chinefe, who lives on and ies 
ei | tends, 
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tends it, and who re-lets it to free men, in parcels | 
of 50 or 60, on condition that they fhall plant it in 
canes for fo much for every pecul, 1332 Ib. of fu 
gar produced. The fuperintendant collects people 
from the adjacent villages to take off his crop. One 
fet of tafk-men, with their carts and buffaloes, cut 
the canes, carry them to the mill and grind them, 
A fecond fet boil them, A third clay and bafket 
them for market, at fo much per pecul. 

Thus the renter knows with certainty what every 
pecul will coft him, He has no unneceffary ex- 
pence, for when crop is over, the tafk-men go home, 
and, for 7 months in the year, there only remain on 
the eftate the cane planters, preparing the next crop, 
By dividing the labour, it is cheaper and better done, 
Only clayed fugars are made at Batavia, which are 
equal to the beft from the W. Indies, and fold at 
18s. per pecul. The Shabander exaéts a dollar per 
pecul on all fugar exported. The price of common 
labour is from gd to rcd per day, But the tafkmen 
gain confiderably more, not only from extra work, 
but from being confidered artifts in their feveral 
branches. They do not make {pirits on the fygar 
eftates; the molaffes and fkimmings are fent for fale 
to Batavia, where one diftillery may buy the produce 
of 100 eftates. Here is a vait faving in making 
{pirits, not as in the W. Indies, a diftillery for each 
eftate: arrack is fold at Batavia at about 8d, per 
gallon ; the proof of the fpirit is about 5-tenths. 

After {pending two years in the Weft Indies, I 
returned to the Eaft in 1776, and in the laft war 
conducted fugar works at Bencoolen, in Sumatra, 
on nearly the fame principles as the Dutch; I con- 
fined my expences to what they had done, allowing 
for the unavoidable charges, on a new and {ole un- 
dertaking. 

The cane is cultivated to the utmoft perfection 
at Batavia; the hoe, almoft the fole implement of 
the Weft, is there {carcely ufed; the lands are well 


ploughed by a light plough with a fingle buffalo; a 


drill 
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drill is then ploughed, and a perfon with two baf- r7gt- 

kets filled with cane plants, fufpended to a {tick acrofs “vw 

his fhoulders, drops into the furrow plants alternately | 

from each bafket, covering them at the fame time 

with earth with his feet. Young canes are kept often 
ploughed as a weeding and the hoe is ufed to weed 


5) 


round the plant when very young; but of this there P. 244. 
is little need if the land has been fuficiently plough+ 
ed. When the cane is ready to earth up, the fpace 
between the rows, is ploughed deep, the cane-tops 
tied up, and with an inftrument like a fhovel, with 
teeth at the bottom, a fpade-handle, and two cords 
fixed to the body of the fhovel, ending by a wooden 
handle for a purchafe, is ufed by two perfons to earth 
up the cane, the ftrongeft holding the handle of the 
| fhovel, preffing it into the ploughed earth, while the 
/ other on the oppofite fide of the plant, by a jirk of 
| the cord, draws up to the plant, all the earth that 
the plough had loofened. T'wo perfons with this in- 
ftrument, will earth up more canes in the day than 
| 10 negroes with hoes. The canes in India are much 
| higher earthed than in the Weft Indies; in moift 
| foils, they, with little labour, earth them as high as 
| the knee, at once making a dry bed for the cane, and 
a drain for the water. 

The improvement in making the cane into fugar, 
at Batavia, keeps pace with that in its culture: eva-~ 
poration being in proportion to the furface, their 
boilers have as much of it as poffible. ‘The cane juice 
is tempered and boiled to a fyrup; it is then thrown 
into vats, which hold one boiling, there fprinkled 
with water, to fubfide its foul parts: after ftanding 
fix hours, is let off by 3 pegs of different heights, 
into a copper with one fire; it is there tempered a~ 
| gain, and reduced to fugar, by a gentle fire, it gra- 
- nulatés, and the boiler dipping a wand into the 
copper, frikes it on the fide, then drops the fugar 
 ‘gemaining on it, into a cup of water, fcrapes it up 
with his thumb-nail, and can judge to a nicety of 
the fugar’s being properly boiled. The vats ] men- 


| tioned 


P, 245+the reft is ftrained on the ontfide of the boiling- 
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1790. tioned are placed all at the left end of a {et of cops 
sy pers. After running off for boiling all that is clear, 


houfe ; what is fine is put into the copper for fugar, 
the lees kept for diftilling, 

Claying of fugar is as in the W. Indies. The 
cane trafh is not, as in our iflands, carried into fheds, 
where it lofes much of its ftrength before it is ufed ; 
but is laid out immediately to dry, then made into 
faggots, fet up in cocks, and ufed immediately when 
dry ; hence its force of fire is much greater, and the 
Carrying it to and from the trath-houfe is faved, 

The culture of the cane in the Weft Indies is in 
its infancy. Many alterations are to be made, ex- 
penfes, and human labour leffened ; the hoe, now 
ufed to turn up foils of different texture, is of one 
conftruction, cheap and very light; fo that the ne- 
gro, without any help from its weight, digs up the 
earth, (and, the cane roots, on replanting) .by the 
fevereft exertion. In the Eaft we plough up the 
cane roots, : 

Having experienced the difference of labourers - 
for profit, and labourers from force, I can affert, that 
the favings by the former are very confiderable, 

The Weft India planter, for his own intereft, 
fhould give more labour to beaft, and lefs to man ; 
a larger portion of his eftate ought to be in pafture,. 
When praéticable, canes thould be carried to the 
mill, and cane tops and grails to the ftock, in wag- 
gons; the cuftom of making a hard-worked negro 
get a bundle of grafs twice a day abolifhed; and in 


P. 246. thort a total change take place of the miferable — 


Management in our Welt India iflands. By this 
means following, as near as poffible, the Eaft India 
mode, confolidating the diftilleries,. I do {uppofe 
our fugar iflands might be better worked than they 
now are, by two-thirds, or indeed one-half of the 
prefent force Let it be confidered, how much labour 
is loft by the perfons overieeing the forced labourer, 
which is faved when he works for his own profit. I 

have 


a 
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have ftated, with the ftricteft veracity, a plain matter 


137 
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of faét—that fugar eftates can be worked cheaper by ~~ 


free perfons than flaves. 

Whether the flave-trade can be abolifhed, and the 
blacks freed, is for the confideration of Parliament. 
In my judement, thefe defirable purpofes, may be 
effected without materially injuring the Weft India 


planter. He has but to improve his culture, leffen 


human labour, and the progeny of the prefent blacks 
will anfwer every purpoife of working Weft India 
eftates. [See this account at large in the Privy 


_Council’s Report, at the end of Part IIT.] 


The flaves in’the French iflands appeared to be 
better cloathed, better fed, and better behaved, than 
in the Britifh: and their being well fed is chiefly 
owing to the French planter putting a great pro- 
portion of his eftate in provifions. 

Whether it might or might not be ultimately for 


the intereft of the Britifh planter, and the benefit of 
his flaves, if he were to allot to provifions, more of 
the land now deftined to fugar, is a queftion that 
can only be decided by experiment in the different 
-iflands, as the fame anfwer to it would not fuit each. 


In iflands that feldom fail in rains,.it is no doubt for 


the planter’s intereft, to facrifice a part of the ground 


allotted for fugar, to provifions; as thefe feed his 
negroes better than any dry or other provifions im- 


ported: but in iflands fubject to droughts, he doesP, 247. 


not think the planter can without materially leffen- 
ing his crop of fugar, give up any portion of ground 
to provifions. ) 

In 1764, when the Eaft India Company’s poffef- 
fions in Sumatra were returned to them by theFrench, 


they were informed by their fervants at Bencoolen, 


that the public works, and other labours of their 
fettlement, could not be carried on without a large 
fupply of flaves; the Company therefore fent flave- 
fhips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to 
Bencoolen nearly 1000 flaves, in much the fame 
proportion of men, women, and children, as are 
Numb, 4. S carried, 
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1791. carried from Africato the Weft Indies, that is more 
te-y~ men, than women and children. Thefe flaves, on 

the firft years of their arrival, from the unheal- 

thinefs of the climate, and other caufes, decreafed: 
mi but when they had been at Bencoolen a few 
years, where they were well fed, humanely treated, . 
and had very little work, they began annually to 
increafe; notwithftanding, from the little attention — 
that was paid to their way of life, both men and — 
women lived in the moft abandoned way. The 
wonder was, that they did increafe, as the young 
female flaves were common proftitutes to the foldiers 
and failors. 
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Witnefs examined—Joun Savace, Efq. 
P. 247. i 

Refided in Carolina from 1729 to 1975. Was not” 
a planter, but was repeatedly on many plantations — 
as a vifitant for a day or two ata time, and knew the 
{tate of negroes there. 

Underftood labour was performed by tafk in moft 

P, 248. o0perations-on eftates. 

Negroes increafed greatly where well clothed and | \ 
fed; is doubtful if they increafed where clothed and 
fed badly. Heard where mafters were hartfh, heya 
could not raife children, or but a few. 

Where mafters were prudent, and kept chemfelveail ‘ 
out of debt, negroes were hearty and ftrong: hence | 
they got more work out of them than thofe who did ei 
not ule them fo well, and thefe were they who made 
fortunes by planting. ; f 

A friend of his, Gabriel Manigault, Efq. informed 
him, that in 1737 he had on his eftate 86 negroes, of © 
whom 12 or 14 were fuperannuated. The latter he- 

replaced by others. With no more addition than) 
this, they had increafed to 270 about a year or two” 
before witnefs left the country. Mr. Manigault’s 
eftate (by purchafe) confifted of about 18000 or 
19900 acres, 6000 of which were fettled, and 12008 


iN 
or 


‘f 


of humanity, and gave his flaves fufficient clothes, 


- portatation of flaves to Carolina, which amounted to 
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6r 13000 not fo; for the latter he had taxes and quit 1791. 
rents to pay for many years till his fon came of age, 
to whom he then gave them. Notwithftanding this 
charge on the unimproved land, he always made in- 
tereft of his purchafe-money. Mr. M. was a man 


food, and accommodations. 
In the year 1739 there was a duty laid on the im- 


a prohibition, and which continued to 1744. The 
purchafe of new negroes having involved the plan- 
ters greatly in debt, was the reafon why the legit. 
lature laid it. 


Witnefs Examined—Joun Crapnam, Efq. 


Was upwards of 20 years in Maryland. NegroesP’. 249¢ 
kept up their numbers there by propagation, and in- 
creafed, fo that the overplus in fome inftances were 
fhipped to the W. Indies. Has known .100 fales, 
where proprietors have had too many for their ule 
in confequence of increafe by propagation; yet they 
were not thought to be well treated, though better 
than to the fouthward, and the climate was fubject to 
great and fudden variety of heat and cold. 

Attempts were not frequent in Maryland to give 
religious inftruction to negroes. 


Witnefs Examined—Rosert Crew, Efq. 


Is a native of Virginia, and refided there till 
1783. Knew the ftate of the plantation flaves there. 
_ Had fufficient clothing, and as much Indian mealP. 250, 
as they could ufe, and were in general fupplied daily 
with flefh, ith, or fomething elfe added to their meal 
or bread. | y 
Overfeers on large eftates fuperintended flaves, but 
without 
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1791. without a whip, as a mafter on a fimall eftate, or a. 
“v— bailiff would in this country, 

Negroes in Virginia increafed rapidly without im- 

portation, fo much fo, that it was a general opinion, 

that it was profitable to hold flaves on this account, 


‘Treatment was different on different eftates. Where 
the mafter was involved and did not fuperintend his 
own eftate, his overfeers were directed to make the 
greateft poffible quantities of tobacco, to fupply his 
prefling neceffities. Here the flaves were ill ufed, 
worked exceflively hard, and were not fufficiently 
fed. Where the proprietor was in good circum- 
ftances, and could purfue his own intereft, they were 
not fo hard worked, and had better fupplies of food 
and clothing. 

P. 251. This fevere fyftem in fome, though he thinks ne- 
ver fo fevere in any circumftances (with a few ex- 
ceptions) as to caufe a decreafe in their numbers, and 
indeed {mall profits of tobacco plantations could not 
afford frefh fupplies, yet had the effect certainly of 
preventing their increafing fo fatt as they otherwife 
would. Such a fyftem was deemed unprofitable. 
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Was {truck with the difference of the treatment of 
flaves there and in Virginia. A driver with a whip 
ftocd over them while at work: they were nearly 
without clothing. Thefe were the obvious differ- 


ule of the whip formed a difference in their treatment 


flaves, 


Thinks the culture of tobacco nearly as laborious 
as that of fugar; and the climate of Virginia is not 


conftitutions, on account of the fevere cold of the 
winter. | 


Importation of African. flaves into Virginia, has 
been generally difcontinued fince 1772. | 


Witnefs 


exclufive of the profits of their labour, 7 


eee 


Spent a few months at Barbadoes and St. Croix, 


ences. No knowledge of particulars. Thinks the _ 


conliderably to the difadvantage of Welt Indian ~ 


fo favourable as that of the Weft Indies, to African | 
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Witnefs examined,—Hercutts Ross, Efq, 


Refided chiefly in Jamaica, from 1761, to 1782, 1791. 
and occafionally in Hifpaniola. en) 
Had occafion to be in every parifh of the ifland,P. 252+ 


and to be acquainted with the ftate and treatment of 
flaves, which depends on circumftances : undera man 
of humanity, and where the numbers were equal 
to the work, they lived happy; it was difficult under 
one ofa different defcription. 

It was not underftood they had legal redrefs againft 
owners or overleers for ill ufage; nor again{t others, 
unlefs the owner or manager ftood forward to proteét 
them. 


He had the mortification of feeing innumerableP, 253: 


punifhments inflicted, many with feverity, and he 
fears, fome unjuftly. An uncommon one now occurs, 
though it was long ago, at Savanna la Mar. Hear- 
ing, from an inclofure, the cries of fome poor wretch 
under torture, he looked through, and faw a young 
female fufpended by the wrifts to a tree, {winging to 
and fro; her toes could barely touch the ground, and 
her body exceedingly agitated. The fight rather 
confounded him, as there was no whipping, and the 
matter juft by, feemingly motionlefs; but on look- 
ing more attentively, faw in his hand a flick of fire, 
which he held fo as occafionally to touch her about 
her private parts as fhe fwung. He continued this 
torture with unmoved countenance, until the witnefs 
calling on him to defift, throwing {tones at him over 
the fence, ftopped it. Thinks it right to fay, that 
on mentioning it on the bay, it was heard with uni- 
verfal deteftation: the perpetrator was not a man of 
character: he was not brought to legal punifhment. 


Does not know that the law then extended to thep, ac4, 


punifhing whites for fuch ats. 

Slaves in Kinefton, when flogged, were tied up by 
the wrifts; if on the wharfs to the crane-hock, with 
weights 
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179%. weights to their feet, and the crane wound up fo as 
“ey to extend them greatly ; the whip was a cow-fkin at 


firft, and then ebony bufhes, to take off the bruifed 
blood. A gaol was alfo a place of correction: in 
fact, every man’s premifes was a place of punifhment, 


if he chofe; but the wharfs and gaol were ufed by 4 


fuch as did not choofe to difturb the neighbours with 
the flaves cries; but it was underftood that any 
owner had a right to order fuch punifhments, with- 
out a magiftrate, 

In his refidence in Jamaica, it became more clear- 
ed and improved, and of courfe healthier: the ftile 
of living, and manners of the whites, gradually im- 
proved, and extended a favourable influence to the 
{tate of the flaves. 


P. 255. Negroes are as capable of labour in the Weft In- 


dies, as other people in climates congenial to them: 
that they are better adapted than whites to that cli- 
mate, is certain. Negroes on board fhips, fed on 
animal food as the whites, are capable of great exer- 
tions, In the laft war, on the expedition to St. 
Juan’s, government ordered a number of negroes to 
be collected, to eafe the military; they were chiefly 
culprits, many taken from gaols, whom the owners 
were glad to part with; though exhaufted by con- 
finement and low diet when fhipped, they returned 
almoft to a man, in health, and much improved in 
looks (having had rations with the reft) while the 
whites, on that fervice, fuffered great ficknefs and 
deaths. Something fimilar was the cafe with a 
greater body of negroes fent from Jamaica, to the 
fiege of the Havannah, 

As to flaves fuffering from the bad circumttances 
of owners, unable to buy provifions, in fome in- 
{tances it may be the cafe, when from ftorms or other 
cafulties, ground provifions are injured. 

Slaves may be feized and fold for their owners 
debts: whereby near relations are often feparated, 
In Kingfton and Spanifh town, they are confined in 
gaols till fold to the higheft bidders; fome of whom 

. | may 
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may be foreigners, and carry a part off the ifland: a 791, 
hardfhip which often happens, and to which creoles 
as well as Africans are fubject. re: 

Has often been at fales of Guinea cargoes. On 
the day advertifed by the agent, buyers attend a- 
board; at a given hour the fale is declared open, 
when eachexerts himfelf to get firft among the flaves 
to have a good choice, and the whole of the healthy 
and likely ones, are often fold that day. There ufed 
to be in Kingfton many people who bought on {pecu- 
lation thofe left after the firft day’s fale, to carry them 
to the country, and retail them, or to fhip them off. 
Has often feen the very refufe landed and fent to 
vendue matters in a very wretched {tate ; fometimes 
in the agonies of death, has known them expire in the 
piazza of the vendue mafter. Has feen them fold 
even as low as a dollar. 

Thinks the flave trade has been productive of great 
deftru@tion to the human race, both blacks and 
whites; of which he could furnifh many inftances : 
one marked with peculiar circumftances of horror, 
was this. 

About 20 years ago, a fhip, with about 400 flaves 
fkruck ona fhoal, half a league from the Morant Keys, 

(3 {mall fandy iflands, 11 leagues S. S. E. from Ja- 
maica) the officers and crew took to the boats with 
arms and provifions, and landed. At day light it was * 
found that the flaves had got out of their irons, and 
were forming rafts, on which they placed the women 
and children, the men fwimming by the fide, whilit 
they drifted towards the little ifland where the crew 
had landed; who left the flaves fhould confume their 
provifions, came to the refolution to fire upon them, 
and actually killed from 3 to 400. Of the cargo, 
33 or 34 only were faved, which he faw fold at ven- 
due at Kingfton. The fhip, he thinks, was confign- 
ed to a Mr. Hugh Wallace, of St. Elizabeth's parifh. 

As it is faid to be common when hhips are wreck- p, 959, 
ed, for the crew to break up the fpirit room and get 
drunk, he is inclined to think, the crew of ‘the Gui- 

: neaman 
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791. heaman muft have been drunk to] 
tey—w horrid a refolution, without firft dif 
to jamaica (5 or 6 hours fail) for affiftance. 
this is only conjecture, from a perfuafion that if they 
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7 


had aéted with common difcretion, there was no ne- 
ceflity for deftroying any of the flaves. 


Guinea fhips, leaving their feamen behind, was fo 


common as to have been a great nuifance and ex- 
penfe to the people at Kingfton, and occafioned a 


law, obliging the matters of all thi 
again{t leaving any difabled fe 


Ps to give fecurity 


amen behind, or pro- 


vide for the charge of taking care of them. It was 
not uncommon for Guinea matters to fend on fhore 
a few hours before they failed, their lame, ulcerated, 
or fick feamen, leaving them to perith. As to the 
Guinea trade being a nurfery for feamen, he has ever 
P. 260.confidered it the reverfe. . 

As to any compaffion between the ftate of Wet 
India flaves and the peafantry of Great Britain, 
whatever others may think, he confiders it as an infult 
to common fenfe: the peafantry in this country are 
obliged to labour it is true; but there is no market 
for the fale of human beings, where men of all cha- 
racters may become buyers, and by the laws hold an 


abfolute right in the perfon purchafed. It is impoffi- _ 
ble to conceive a man fo degenerate, as not to prefer - 


the fcantieft morfel with freedom and independance, 
to the luxury enjoyed by the wealthieft flave on earth. 


AA peafant here however poor, 


for his mafter’s debts; nor 


difcuffion: he beholds his growing 


cannot be imprifoned © 
purchafed without a legal 
family with plea- 


fure, his induftry often enables him to give them fuch 
an education, as advances them in life, and puts it in 
their power to comfort his old age: the flave who has 
reflection, views his offspring with very different feel- 
ings; knowing them doomed to eternal flavery, and 


ignorant of the charaéter of 
hereafter belone, 


thofe to whom they may 


His refidence in Jamaica for above twenty years of 


life, muit have given him as perfect 


a know- 


lave adopted fo 
patching a boat 
But 
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a knowledge of the ftate of flaves there, as it is pof- 1791. 
fible to acquire. As to the information which may ~~ ¥™ 
have been got by thofe holding high commands there 
he cannot fpeak decidedly; but if it is meant to know, 
whether fuch on occafional vifits to eftates, were like- 
ly to obtain a thorough knowledge of the treatment 
of flaves, he thinks they could not. 

He has often accompanied Governors and Admirals 
on their tours there; when, the eitates vifited (be- 
longing generally to perfons of diftinction) might be 
fuppofed under the beft management; befides that 
all poffible care would be taken to keep every dif- 
sulting object from view, and on no account, by the 
exercife of the whip or other punifhments, harrow up 
the feelings of ftrangers of fuch diftinction. 

As to his opinion of the probable effects of theP, 264. 
abolition of the flave trade, he is at fome lofs to ex- 
prefs himfelf,; he thinks however, that as it would 
tend to prevent making new fettlements in the iflands, 
the produce of fugar not keeping pace with the in- 
creafing demand for it, the price muft rife and of 
courfe the prefent eftates became more valuable: the 
value of the flaves would alfo be increafed and it 
would become more the owners intereft to attend to 
their health and population. 

Finally, as the refult of his obfervations and moft 
ferious reflection, he hefitates not to fay, that the trade 
for flaves ought to be abolifhed not only as contrary 
to found policy, but to the laws of God and nature ; 
and were it poffible by the prefent inquiry to convey p, 96a, 
a juft knowledge of the extenfive milery it occalfions, 
every kingdom of Europe muft unite in calling on 
their fegiflatures to abolifh the inhuman traffic. 
This is not a hafty, nor a new fentiment, formed on 
the prefent difcuffion, which has in no refpect in- 
fluenced his judgment. The fame opinion he publicly 
delivered feventeen years ago, in Kingfton, 1n a lo- 
ciety formed of the firft characters of the place, on 
debating the following queftion (propofed he thinks, 
by the late Mr. Thomas Hibbert, who had been 40 

Numb, 4. T or 
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or so years the moft eminent Guinea faCtor there) 
«© Whether the trade to Africa for flaves, was con- 
¢¢ fiftent with found policy, the laws of nature and 
“© morality.” The difcuffion occupied feveral meet- 
ings, and at Jaft ic was determined by a majority, that 
the trade to Africa for flaves was neither con- 
fiftent with found policy, the laws of nature, nor 
morality. 

The chief ground on which the advocates for the — 
flave trade refted their opinion (he thinks) was, that _ 
God had formed fome of the human race, inferior to © 
others, in intellect; and that negroes appeared to 
have been intended for flaves, or, tothat purpofe. 

Has been in fome of the foreign Weft Indiaiflands, 
in N. America, and St. Domingo. The ftate of flaves 
feemed fimilar to that in Jamaica; in America he 
had but little opportunity for obfervation: but upon 
the whole, they appeared decenter in their manners ; 
more domefticated, and to have fome notions of 
religion. 


\ 
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The following Evidence is printed at full length, 
there not being time to abridge it. 


Witnefs examined —Tuomas Irvine, Efq. 


Does not your official fituation afford you a gene- 1791. 
ral view of the commerce of the Britifh empire, and “~™ 


of the relation of its feveral branches to each other, 
and particularly to Great Britain! 

The office of Infpector General of Imports and 
Exports, committed to my management, exhibits a 
{tate of the importations into, and exportations from, 
Great Britain, and the Britifh Colonies and Iflands in 
America and the Weit Indies, and of all the revenues 
arifing from our commerce, Accounts are tranfmitted 
to the office, from the feveral ports of Great Britain 
and the colonies, of every article imported into, or 
exported from, fuch ports, diftinguifhing our trade 
with each refpective country; together (in as far as 
relates to our Colonies) with the number of veffels, 
their tonnage, and number of men employed in the 
trade. I am alfo annually furnifhed (extra-officially 
for a fpecial purpofe) by the Regifter General of 
Shipping, with a fimilar account of the number of 
veflels, their tonnage, and number of men, both 
Britith and Foreign, which enter and clear in the 
ports of Great Britain. In a word, the Infpector 
General’s office, as it at prefent ftands, exhibits a 
complete view of the commerce, navigation, and 
commercial revenues of the Britifh empire, Ireland 
excepted. Iam the more particular 10 explaining 
the nature of the office, in order that it may appear 
from what fources I draw any information which 
may have occafion to offer to the Committee, in the 
courfe of the fubfequent examination. 


Did you ever execute any other office, which af- 


forded you the means of acquiring a knowledge of 
T 2 the 
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1791. the trade of the Britifh Colonies in America and the 
ev Welt Indies? 


In the year 1767 I was appointed Infpector General 
of the imports and exports of North Ametica, and 
Regifter of Shipping, which offices I continued to 
execute until the year 1774, when I was appointed 
Receiver General of South Carolina, and a Member 
of the Council. 

This office of Infpector General and Regifter of 
Shipping in North America furnifhed me with the 
means of acquiring a thorough knowledge of the 
trade and navigation carried on between the conti- 
nental Colonies and the Britifh Weft India Iflands, 
and the books and papers of that office are ftill' in 
my pofieffion. 


Have the Britifh Weft India iflands, in their pre- 
fent ftate, the means of furnifhing the fupply of 
fugar and rum that is requifite for the confumption 
of Great Britain and her immediate dependencies 3 

The Britifh Weft India iflands produce annually a 
greater quantity of fugar and rum than is requifite 
for the confumption of Great Britain, her immediate 
dependencies, and the kingdom of Ireland. In tefti- 
mony of this fact I beg leave to lay before the Com- 
mittee the paper which I now hold in my hand, 
containing an account of the quantity of Britith 
plantation fugar imported into, and exported from, 
Great Britain, in the years 1772, 1773, 1774, and 
1775, and in the years 1787, 1788, 1789, and 14790, 
I have felected thofe years as exhibiting the faireft 
{tate of the produce of the fugar colonies; for in 
the year 1776, our trade began to meet with many 
interruptions from the war which was then become 
general on the continent of America: and I am of 
opinion, that the iflands did not recover the thock 
which they had fuftained by capture, and other con- 
fequences of war, fooner than about the year 1787. 
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Do you think that the extention of the Weft India 
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plantations beyond the degree that is requifite for « 


_fupplying 


'dencies with the pri 
produce, would materia 
the Britifh empire ? 
This queftion is of a very extenfive nature, and is 
involved in a variety of objects and confiderations, 
commercial and political, which I am afraid | am 
offer an opinion upon; more efpeci- 
fent debilitated ftate of my health, 
having only lately recovered from ada 


incompetent to 
ally in the pre 


The Committee informed Mr. Irving, that they 

did not with that he fhould, in anfwering 
queftion, make exertions 
f his health, and that he 
felf to fuch facts 


this, or any other 
to the prejudice o 
would therefore confine him 
and opinions as fhall readily occur to him. 


The Witnefs then proceeded as follows : 


The extenfion of the culture of the Britifh W. India 
d that degree that is requifite for fup- 
itain and her immediate dependencies 
1 articles of Weft India produce, 
kely to promote the intereft 
d in fupport of this opinion, 


iflands, beyon 
plying Great Br 
with the principa 
does not appear to me li 
of the Britifh empire; an 
I beg: leave to offer the followi 

The Weft India iflands ha 
fyftem very different from t 
Colonies (now a par 
allude to the colonies which ar 
flaves; namely, the tobacco, and rice, 
The fettlement of thefe colonies w 
fmall capitals, and the incre 
fe almoft wholly out of the growing 
profits of the induftry of the proprietors 
our iflands in the Weft Indies 
fyftem hitherto purfued, been fett 


colonies. 


~dertaken upon 
their wealth aro 


ve been fett 
he Britifh Continental 
t of the States of America). I 
e cultivated chiefly by 
and indigo 


Great Britain, and her immediate depen- 
ncipal articles of Weft India 
lly promote the intereft of 


ng reafons : 


have, agreea 
led and extended 


ngerous illnefs. 


led upon a 
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1791. by means of large capitals drawn from the mother 
Avr country. The Ceded Iflands were almott entirely 
fettled with the Britith capitals; and in the ifland of 
Jamaica large fums of money have from time to time 
been borrowed from this country upon mortgage, 
in order to extend the cultivation of that ifland. 
Thus a capital to a great amount, which might have 
been employed in carrying on and extending the 
manufactures, the commerce, and agriculture of 
Great Britain, has been transferred from hence to. 
the moft vulnerable part of the empire; and there _ 
invefted in purfuits which do not appear to me to 
have been produ€tive of a profit to the proprietor, 
or of advantages to the public, in any degree ade- 
quate to the precarious fituation in which fuch pro- 
perty ftands, from the contingencies of climate, the 
fate of war, &c. For although the planter refident 
on the fpot will moft likely abide by his property —@ 
whatever change of government he may be fubjected 
to, yer the lofs of an ifland by capture is a complete 
lofs of fo much capital to the empire. Notwith- _ 
ftanding our general fuperiority at fea, the precarious 
tenure on which we hold our colonial poffeffions was 
fufficiently evinced in the courfe of laft war. Thir- 
teen great provinces feparated themfelves for ever 
from the empire, whereby property to the amount of 
many millions was loft to the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and her adherents. The provinces of Eaft 
and Weft Florida, and the ifland of Tobago, were 
ceded to Spain and France; and the iflands of St. 
Kitts, Nevis, Montferrat, St. Vincents, Dominica, 
and Grenada, were all captured, but reftored at the 
peace. | 
But befides the reafons already offered—the impo- 
licy of extending the cultivation of the Weft India 
iflands beyond the degree ftated in the queftion, is 
in my humble opinion ftrongly marked by fome 
further confiderations. 
Notwithftanding whatever may be the difference 
between the Britifh and Foreign fugars at Preiss int 
t or 
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for thefe two or three years paft, fince the difturb- 1791. 
ances in France began to convulfe her colonies; yet «vw 


if we take a comparative view of the difference 
between the price of Britifh and Foreign fugars, even 
in a period the moft favourable to the Britifh iflands, 
namely, before laft war, when they received a com- 
plete fupply of lumber and provifions from the con- 
tinent of America, it will be found that the French 
fugars were fold by the planters from 20 to 30 per 
cent. cheaper than the Britifh fugars could be pur- 
chafed in our iflands. This fact I ftate from the in- 
formation which I received time after time from the 
merchants and others concerned in the trade between 
America and the Weft Indies, when | executed the 
office of Infpector General of the Imports and Ex- 
ports of North America; and 1 was the more mi- 
nute in my inquiries, as the acquiring information 
of the prices of the feveral commodities imported 
into and exported from America formed a part of 
my duty, in order to enable me to eftablifh a table 
of the rates of value for the office. But as a further 
teftimony of the Foreign fugars being materially 
cheaper than the Britifh, I take the liberty of pre- 
fenting an account of the quantity of Britifh and 
Foreign fugars, diftinguifhing each, imported into 
our colonies in North America, in the years 1769, 
1770, 1771, and 1772. The Committee will perceive 
by this account, Jhat the difference between the 
quantity of Britifh, and of Foreign fugars imported, 
was not very confiderable, notwithftanding that the 
Foreign fugars were clandeftinely obtained in the 
French iflands by our traders, which enhanced the 
price in proportion to the rifque, and were alfo fub- 
ject to a duty of 5s. per cwt. on importation into 
America: nor were our traders by any means under 
the neceffity of taking thefe foreign fugars in ex- 
change for merchandize; for they were chiefly pur- 
chafed with cafh which they received for their lumber 
and provifions fold in our iflands. [am the more 
particular in ftating the difference of the prices be- 

iS! tween 
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tween the Britifh and Foreign fugars, becaufe I cons 
ceive it is a maxim thoroughly eftablithed in national 
commerce, that it is unwife to pufh forward by means 
of monopolies, reftrictive regulations, or bounties, 
any branch of commerce or manufactures, which 
cannot be carried on, after a fair trial, within 15 per 
cent. of the prices of other rival countries: and [ am 
of opinion that this obfervation will ftriétly apply 
even to thofe branches of commerce from which the 
nation is fappofed to derive the greateft political 
advantages from the {malleft capital employed, 
namely, our fifheries. 

The money expended upon Weft India eftates is in 
general far from yielding a profitable return, and in this 
opinion | am fupported by the teftimony of fome of 
the beft informed gentlemen connected with the Weft 
Indies, particulary the agent for Jamaica, who ftates, 
in his examination before the Privy Council, that the 
planters throughout that ifland do not make more 
than four per cent. upon their capital; and the agent 
of Barbadoes gave it as his opinion, ‘¢ That after 
«¢ payment of expenfes and plantation loffes, even a 
good crop does not leave the owner more, or fa 
much as fix per cent. the intereft of the ifland, on 
his capital.” Befides the return to the proprietor, 
the publick certainly derives a confiderable profit 
from the freight of the fugars, and the commiffion 
paid to the merchants of this kizgdom. This latter 
circumftance I perceive is upon all occafions ftrongly 
urged by gentlemen connected with the Weft Indies ; 
but the fame national profit and political advantages 
appear to me to apply lefs or more to every others 
branch of our foreign commerce, and in many in- 
ftances to our internal manufactures. Indeed, on 
teftimony of the Welt India gentlemen, which ftatesy 
that the capital invefted in the Weft India eftates ig 
far from yielding a profitable return, is ftrongly con- 
firmed by the account which I now beg leave to lay 
before the committee. By this account it appears 
that the principal article cultivated in the Weft Indies 
ta Re ae ae has, 


. 3 . 


An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of Sugars, being Britith Plantation Produce, imported into Great Britain in the following 
Years; diftinguifhing each Year, and each Ifland from whence imported. 


PU V773¢ R774: 

Cwts. qrs lbs Cwts- qrs Ibs Cwts.  qrs. lbs. 
Antigua - - 115; GOH 123| °33,965.) 120 2382815 I Bete 
Anguilla - - — — 
Barbadoes -| 141,341 2 3) 110,911 2 4 ieee 4 13 
Dominica ~ -| 10,370 2 8) 26,705‘ 1 §] 56,464 2 I2 
Grenada - -| 198,362 2 5§| 202,679 — —| 185,542 — 10 
Jamaica - -| 874,560 1 20|1,057,958 — 23] 947,073 1 1 
St. Kitt’s -| 220,716 2 14) 110,657 3 3] 212,267 —I5 
Nevis - - -| 63,125 1 26] 30,369 “1 20] 68,408 — 9g 
Montferrat -| 58,008 2—| 33,776 — 211 47,590 3 9g 
St. Vincent -| 55,909 1 18 1,084 — 18) 65,177 — 17 
Tortola - -| 34,660 — 3! 30,126 3 241 33,962 3 4 
Pobago = -| 43,025, 2 21). 145153 3 17) 2,045 2 24 
‘Total - [1,786,045 — 


Average of the Annual Pro- 
duce of the firft Period. 
Cwis. Lqts.. Ib: 

1,891,642 ~  — 


Average of the Annual Pro- 
duce of the laft Period. 
Cwts. qrs. Ib. 

1,952,262 — — 


Increafe in the laft Period. 
~Cwts. qrs. Ib. 
60,620 — equalto 
about 4,040 Hogtheads. 


111,762,387 3 15|2,015,911 


(eer 


1775° 
Cwts, qrs. Ibs. 
255,861 1 26 

1,298 <= — 
7O,18f 4 25 
40,683 1 21 
199,824 1 23 
9955387 2 18 
206,049 3 17 
50,488 — 10 
39°32 R = 9 
54,078 2.16 
39,0Ge 12 7 
50,385 2 4 


1 15/2,002,224 3 8 


1787. 1788. 1789. 1790. 

Cwts. qrs. lbs} Cwts.  qrs. Ibs. Cwts. — qrs. Ibs. Cwts. quis, Ibs. 
2545575 4% 18; 181,813 2 —| 144,204 — 11} 65,022 1 26 
ZZ) 2a eye fle Ch pabiy) 2,150 2 18 
130,242 — 16} 110,955 — 19] 975389 2 27] 113,038 3 21 
58,665 1 21] 47,610 1 24) 34,709 3 5] 50,036 — 23 
172,880 —- 9) 193,783 — 25] 164,338 3 9) 191,625 x 6 
824,706 2 15/£,124,017 — 44/1,236,003 1 27/1,185,519 2 7 
2315397 2 12) 187,379 1 25) 89,755 1 23) 113,379 1 16 
722475 I 11) 30,050 1 4) 28,151 3 —) 35,467 3 1 
352849 3 10) 25,113 — 13] 25,089 2 16} 19,186 3 24 
64.449 127) 76,735 2 24) 81,283 — 18] 76,747 2 1 
785749 1% 6 84,513 3 22| 33,704 —= 23] 29,830 1 14 
/15926,121 — 32,065,700 — 12/1,935,223 2 21|1,882,005 — 17 


[To face page 154.] 
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has, in point of quantity, been in a great meafure fta- 
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tionary for thefe twenty years, and yet there is no “~~ 


part of the empire in which property ftands in a more 
favoured footing. Prohibitory laws were early made 
tending to force the confumption of Weft India pro- 
duce upon the inhabitants of Great Britain, and the 
other fubjecis of the empire, whereby the proprietors 
of the iflands obtained (and ftill retain) a complete 
monopoly of our markets at a very confiderable ex- 
penfe to the Britifh confumer, as appears by the dif- 
ference of the prices between the Britifh and the fo- 
reign iflands. 

In our colonies in America, in order to encourage 
our iflands, the ufe of foreign rum is abfolutely pro- 
hibited, foreign coffee is fubject to a duty of two 
pounds nineteen fhillings per cwt. whilft Britifh is 
chargeable with a duty of feven fhillings ; and foreign 
fugars, as I have already mentioned, pay a duty on 
importation into the continent of five fhillings per 
cwt. and into this kingdom one pound feven fhillings 
and twopence, which is fourteen fhillings and tenpence 
per cwt. more than the Britifh fugars. The whole 
duties impofed upon Britith fugars are drawn back 
upon exportation, and refined fugars are entitled to 
a bounty, when exported, of twenty-fix fhillings per 
ewt. which exceeds the duty collected upon the raw 
material three or four fhillings. In order to give 
the planters a more extenfive market for the fale of 
their preduce, fugars were, by the rath of Geo. Il. 
taken out of the lift of enumerated commodities, and 
the exportation of them permitted to-all parts fouth 
of Cape Finifterre, in Europe. 

The evidence upon the part of the Weft India 
planters, before the Committee of Privy Council, ftate 
many natural advantages which the foreign iflands 
pofiefs, as reafons why our iflands will never be able 
to enter into a competition in point of price with 
the foreign plantations. 

For thofe, and the reafons which I have had the 
honour upon this occafion of fubmitting to the Com- 

| mittee, 
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mittee, I am of opinion, that however juft and pro- 
per it may be to encourage our own iflands to the 
extent of fupplying ourfelves, and thereby doing 
that juftice to the proprietors of eftates there which 
they confider themfelves entitled to; yet the extenfion 
of the cultivation of thofe iflands beyond that degree 
that is requifite for fupplying Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies, with the principal articles 
of their produce, is by no means likely to promote 
the interefts of the empire; becaufe from the oreat 
difparity of price between the Britifh and Foreign 
fugars, the former cannot be made an object of ex- 
port by any other means than by that deftruétive 
fyftem of policy which has been too much adopted 
in fome other branches of our commerce, namely, 
the granting of bounties out of the Exchequer, in 
order to enable the Britifh exporter to ftand the: 
competition of prices in the foreign market. It is 
a dangerous principle to force commerce and manu- 
factures like fruit raifed on a hot bed. In fuch 
cafes, the capital and the induftry of the individual 
are too often drawn from objects of profit, to purfuits 
which can only be carried on by the aid of the na- 
tional purfe. | 


Do you think, that by a proper attention to the 
breeding of flaves in the Britifh Weft India iflands, 
juch a number of flaves may be obtained and kept 
up, without the aid of importation from Africa, as 
will be fufficient to raife the Welt India produce that 
is requifite for the fupply of Great Britain and her 
immediate dependencies ? | | 

I have long been of opinion, that by proper atten- 
tion to the breeding of flaves, the ftock might be: 
kept up in the Britifh Weft India iflands, without the 
aid of importation from Africa. I beg leave, how- 
ever, to be underftood, that this meafure is not like- 
ly, in my judgment, to be effected by putting an 
immediate {top to the importations, but by adopting 

fuca 
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fuch a fyftem of policy as will gradually do away 1791. 


the neceffity for importation. 
Prior to the late war, the provifions for feeding the 
flaves were chicfly imported from North America, the 


attention of the planteis being almoft wholly directed 
to what ts called the crop, namely, fugars, &c. and as 


thefe provifions were bought at a confiderable expentfe, 
the planters did not confider it their intereft to encoy- 
rage the breeding of flaves at the expenfe of feeding 
them ten or twelve years before they were capable, 
by the produce of their labour in the cane walks, to 
fupport themifelves. Hence grown flaves, whofe 
labour can be brought into immediate effect, were, 
and ftill continue to be, imported from the coaft of 
Africa; and of thefe a greater proportion of males 
than females. 

If a different fyftem of policy were adopted with 
refpect to the cultivation of the plantations in the 
Weft Indies, and which fyftem I have many reafons 
for thinking would’ be attended with advantage to 
the planters themfelves: I am perfuaded a fufficient 
number of flaves might be bred at leaft to keep up 
the prefent ftock; I allude to the cultivating of a 
proportion of land fufficient to fupply the negroes 
with provifions, in which the little flaves, from feven 
years old and upwards, might be ufeful. In that 
part of America where I was refident, and which was 
cultivated as much by negroes as the Weft Indies, 
the breeding of flaves was confidered fo advantageous, 
that the planter generally valued a child on the day 
-of its birth at five pounds. The prevailing opinion, 
to the beft of my recollection, in South Carolina, at 
that time was, that the increafed population of flaves 
by birth was from two.to ten per cent. and yet the 
climate of Carolina, particularly of the rice planta- 
tions, is, I believe, more hoftile to the human con- 
ftitution than any part of the Weft Indies. 

In order gradually to check the importation of 
negroes from the coaft of Africa, I would fubmit that 
a flight duty, in the firft inftance, fhould be laid upon 
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“3791, all flaves imported; the duty impofed on males to 


wu be confiderably higher than upon females; or per- 


haps that the latter fhould for a time be imported 
free; and that the rate of this duty fhould be pro- 
ereflively increafed as the means fhould be provided 
of fupplying the deficiency which this check would 


give to the importation. And in order to encourage 
the raifing of plantation born flaves, and cultivating 


provifions for their fupport, which latter circumftance 


I confider to be materially connected with the breed- 
ing of the negroes, I would propofe chat the produce 
of the duties collected upon flaves imported from the 
coaft of Africa fhould be applied as bounties for 
promoting the above purpofes. The raifing of pro- 
vifions in fome of the iflands, would, no doubt, be 
lefs advantageous than others; but I am of opinion, 
that the cultivation of a fufficient quantity for the 
ufe of the flaves would be profitable and politick. 
Anterior to the late war, the negroes in the Weit Indies 
depended in a great degree tor their fupply of food 
on the continent of America. When the difturbances 
broke out, this fource of fupply was at once cut off, 
and the importations from Europe, through captures 
at fea and other caufes, were rendered very precari- 
ous. The planters, thus impelled by neceflity, were 
obliged to deviate from their former fyftem, and to 
turn their attention more towards raifing provifion 
upon their own eftates. The good effecis of this 
plan has been fo forcibly felt, that the importation 
of Indian corn, which may emphatically be -itiled the 
bread of life, with refpect tothe food of the flaves, 
is reduced from about 600,000 bufhels, the quan- 
tity annually imported before the war, to iomewhat 
under 300,000 bufheis, the medium importation of the 


Jaft three years; and peaile, &c. ina fimilar propor- 


tion. Ina political fenfe, I conceive that no coun~ 
try capable of producing corn to feed itfelf, ought 
to be dependent upon any other for any article which 
it cannet do without, even for a day. b 
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If the Britifh Weft India iflands fhould in future 
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raife a quantity of provifions fufficient to feed the —v~ 


flaves, in what manner do you think the planters 
would be enabled to difpofe of that part of their 
rum and molaffes, which is at prefent fuppofed to be 
applied to the purchafing of provifions ? 

Before I reply to this queftion, I beg leave to lay 
before the Committee an account of the quantity of 
rum and molafles exported from the Britith Weitt 
India iflands, to all parts, for the three years pre- 
ceding the sth of January, :790, which is the lateft 
period to which the account can be made up. 

The quantity of provifions fuitable for feeding of 
the flaves raifed in the Britifh Colonies in North 
America is very inconfiderable, and the barrelled 
mackrel and other fifth exported from thofe Colonies 
to the Weft Indies, would almoft in any event be 
in demand, more efpecially as it is now fufficiently 
proved, that the produce of the Britifh Herring 
Fifhery is far from being equal to the demand of our 
Wlands. The Continental Colonies would, therefore, 
be very little affefted by any change of fyftem in 
raifing provifions for the negroes in the Wett Indies ; 
and fo far from its being probable that the demand 
for rum in thefe Colonies is likely to be leffened in 
future, I am of opinion that the confumption wiil 
increafe in proportion to the growing population of 
the country. 

By the account which I have juft now laid before 
the Committee, it appears that upon a medium of 
three years, about 1,500,0c0 gallons of rum have 
been taken off by the fubjects of the United States 5 
which rum, including the freight, as it can be only 
imported in Britifh bottoms, may be valued at about 
38. 3d. fterling per gallon in America; the total value 
at that rate would be £.243,750. This fum is by no 
means more than equal to the purchafing of lumber, 
flour, and other articles which have little or no con- 
nection with the food of the flaves. Ina long exa- 
mination which I underwent before the Lords of the 
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Committee of Privy Council, in the year 1784, 
relating to the opening an intercourfe between the 
States of America and the Britifh Weft Indies, I had 
occafion to look very minutely into the nature and 
value of the articles which the Weft Indies receive 
from the States, and into thofe which the States take 
in return from the iflands, and it then appeared to 
me, (and nothing has fince occurred to alter my 
opinion) that the Weft India planters will always find 
a fufficient demand for their rum. 

The quantity of melaffes exported from our iflands 
is too inconfiderable to merit notice. | 


If a fufficiency of flaves for the culture of the 

Britifh Weft India fettlements fhould be raifed 
within thofe fettlements, do you think that the di- 
minution of Britifh exports to Africa, which may 
be the confequence of fuch a change, would be 
materially prejudicial to the manufacturing interefts 
of Great Britain? | 

I feel more diffidence in anfwering this queftion 
than any of the preceding, as nothing is more diffi- 
cult to forefee than the confequences that may arife 
from any alteration of fyftem in a trade long eftab- 
lifhed. Cafting, however, a retrofpective eye to the 
effect which the changes in other branches of our 
commerce have undergone in the courfe of public 
events, and comparing the probable confequences 
which may take place in the cafe in queftion, by 
thofe which experience has afforded an opportunity 
of determining upon, I fhall fubmit fuch ideas as 
occur to my weak judgment, as to the tendency that 
a probable diminution of the Britifh exports to the 
Coait of Africa, in confequence of the change pro- 
pofed, is likely to have on the manufacturing in- 
terefts of this kingdom. 

The medium value of the Britifh manufactures 
exported to Africa, chiefly for the purpofe of pur- 
chafing flaves, amounts to about £.400,000 a year, 
acreeable to the rates of value in the Infpe¢tor Ge- 

neral’s 
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neral’s books; but I mention with regret, that from 1791. 

the loofe manner in which the entries of free goods ——~ 

are made in the Cuftom-houfe, the Infpector Gene- 

ral’s value of fuch goods is not abfolutely to be re- 

lied upon, and therefore the value of the exports to 

Africa may have been lefs or more; however, the 

Committee will pleafe to oblerve, that in ‘the 

| £.400,000, I include the value of the goods ex- 

| changed for gold duit, ivory, cam and redwood, 

cum, drugs, &c. imported from Africa, either di- 

: reétly into Great Britain, or through the circuitous 

| paflage of the Welt Indies. q 

An immediate ftop being put to our exports to 1 

Africa, would doubtlefs be felt in a very confiderable 

degree by thofe artificers, who are at prefent em- 

ployed in manufacturing goods for that branch of } 

our export trade; becaufe they would find the chan- | 

nels through which their induftry paffed toa market 

; fhut up before they had time to turn their attention, 
labour, and capital to other purfuits. It was not lefs 
with a view to this object, than to the confequences 
which the planters in the Weft Indies might ex- 
perience by their being at once deprived of their : 
ufual fupply of flaves, that I took the liberty of MS 
fuggefting the crude ideas offered in my an{wer to & 
the preceding queftion. 

In cafes of war breaking out, and being of long 
continuance with countries with which.we had been 
in habits of carrying on commercial intercourle, tem- 
porary inconveniences are doubtlefs experienced, but 
not to the extent which theoretical reafoning would 
induce us to imagine. The enterprife of our mer- : 
chants foon difcovers frefh means of vending the pro- 

| duce of the labour of our manufacturers. The fupe- 
| rior capital, ingenuity, indultry, and integrity of the | 
| Britifh artificer, will ever command a market for the i 
produce of his induftry. The late revolution in : 
America, affords ftriking proofs of the juftice of this. 

| obfervation. With the independence of thefe ftates, | ae 
it was very generally apprehended, that Great a | aa 
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1791- would alfo lofe the benefit of their commerce; but 
“~~ experience has proved the fallacy of that opinion. 
The exports of our native manufactures to that part 
of the world, inftead of being leffened fince the fe- 
paration of the two countries, are increafed ; and as a 
proof of the delufion of the idea, that the employ- 
ment of the capital of this country has for fome time 
paft been at its ne plus ultra, I beg leave to inform 
the Committee, that the value of Britith manufac- 
tures exported from this country of late, exceeds that 
of the moft flourifhing period before the late war, 
when the laws of trade confined thofe colonies, which 
now conftitute the American States, in their fupply 
of merchandize to Great Britain, the fum of upwards 
of £2,500,000 annually; and that our fhipping has 
alfo increafed between two and three hundred thou. 
fand tons, over that which the empire poffefled when 
the American States formed a part of its dominions, 
Nor has this great increafe of trade sand navigation 
arifen from any fpecial or temporary caufe, for it 
will appear by the books of my office, that the value 
of our exports has been gradually increafing every 
year fince the late war. we 
For the facts and reafons which I have thus fet 
forth, Tam under no apprehenfions that a gradual 
check to the importation of flaves would materially 
affect the manufacturing interefts of this country. 


Do you not know the price of fugars has doubled 
in. Great Britain within the latt eighteen years ? 

I believe the price of fugars in Great Britain is 
very confiderably increafed within the lat eighteen 
years; butto what amount! am not prepared to give 
an anfwer. A confiderable addition has been made 
within that period, to the rate of duties upon fugars, 
which will confequently increafe the price; and I 
am inclined to think, that the prices at prefent, and 
for two or three years patt, have been materially af- 
fected, as I have already oblerved, by the difturbances 
in the French iflands, 
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Do you not think, if a more ample fupply of fu- 
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gar were fent from the Weft Indies to Great Britain, ww 


that the price in the home market would decreafe? 

I have already informed the Committee, that the 
Britifh Weft India iflands, in their prefent fituation, 
raife a quantity of fugar more than adequate to the 
confumption of the whole Britith empire. If the 
quantity of fugars in the Britifh Weft India iflands 
were confiderably increafed, fuch increafe might pro- 
bably have fome effect in lowering the prices to the 
Britifh confumer; but the natural confequence muft 
be a diminution in the price to the Weft India plant- 
er, which would tend greatly to difcourage him in 
the extenfion of his plantation. 


Do you not believe, that the confumption of fu- 
gar, and confequently the revenue arifing from that 
article, would increafe very confiderably if tne prices 
were lower? 

I conceive I have already anfwered this queftion. 


ce Should any errors have crept into the foregoing 
Work, it is hoped they will be candidly at- 
tributed to their true caufe—the want © 
time to correct the prefs. 


Biel Ny. 5, 


ae < eee aes SET — —— 
a a ERS. ST a EE SR NS Sa = ee ee aE as 
: f cera PR ee oe Se Tee ee 

. i a 


Seat” SS bia 
st 


